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GOVERNMEITT BILLS. 


— [10th Aug., 

Maullfi ABUL HA8HIM; I have already said that I did not wish 
to say these things in discussing the merits of the Bill. .But I should 
like to impress on this House that this Bill is one of the ordinary 
things that will eoine up from time to time for discussion, and just 
to elaborate my arguments I put forward the above arguments, but 

J,. , I’^n'ose of discussing the merits of the 

Jb whieh will soon come up for discussion before the House These 
will be coming before this House, Bills and resolutions and other 
ma ers of much greater importance and we do not think that we 
sl.nll be III a ,.osition to send all these matters for circulation. For 
e.vaiiiple 1 may refer to the Bengal Tenancy Act Amendment Bill 
winch we expect to come up before us very soon. For these reasons 
J op),ose the circulation motion moved by my friend, Mr. V. Banerjee. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I rise to oppose the motion 
moved by my comrade Mr. P. Banerjee. He has moved for the circula- 
tion of the Bill for eliciting public ojiinion thereon. To me it is not 
only unreasonable but it is unnecessary. Only the other day there was 
a «*eneral election. So far as I remeniher there were different partt 
inanifestoes which made it very clear, absolutely clear, with regard to 
their attitude towards the cost of administration. Most of the parties 
in this 1 ouse definitely stated in their respective manifestoes that the 
cost id the administration must be reduced. They also suggested that 
the high salaries of officials .should be reduced. The jiartv to which I 
have the honour to belong -namely, the Proja I>artv-gave a very clear 
and iiiiaiiimous opinion that the .salaries of the Ministers should be fixed 
at a certain figure. Comrade Banerjee while speaking. in connection 
with this motion. I believe, went through the I.ist of Business with one 
eye shut. Sir. iiossildy he referred to amendmant No. S. Sir, had he 
gone a little below that page, namely, to items Nos. 1(1. H, anti lo, 
he would have seen that I hail jiut in an amendment for Bs. l.lMMi a.s 
Ministers salary, ami that my amendment (No. 8) suggesting 
its. o..i;td..,,.;i was by way of a huge joke. I ,, resume niv friend, 
comrade Banerjee. has not got the sen.se of humour to understaml the 
meamng of my amendment No. 8. AVe are .leci.ling this matter here 
and to-.lay and not to-morrow, t.ecause tti-inorrow mav not come to us. 
Besides It ,s such a small matter that 1 must oppose the circulation of 
llio Hill tor (diciting public oiuiiion. — > 


Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir. when we used to take 
our seats here as members of the old Legislative Counftl I had rarely 
nn.y occasion to oppose Mr. Banerjee. But to-day. Sir, quite 
unfortunately I find myself in opposition to his motion for eliciting 
public opinion. 1 do not understand what good will come out of the 
circulation motion. This Assembly is sufficiently representative irf 
character. There are numerous political partieft here— the Congress 
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hundred oth^ oppressions as so many ornaments on their personal’ 
Whai. is that mysterious call in response to which hundreds and 
hundreds of Congress workers, during the times of flood and famine, 
take up as* the highest duty the service of their destitute countrymen 
irrespective of caste and creed ? ^ 

Mr. Speaker, I am amazed at the mean jmd ugly attacks which 
some of my friends of this Assembly have made against the Congress. 
Even the bureaucrats, the direct enemies of the Congress, did never do 
like this. They also admitted times without number that the sacrifice 
and the discipline of the Congress were incomparable. Soma of the 
members of this Assembly may slight the strength of the Congress, 
but the British Government did never do so. So, in 1931, the higheat 
representative of the British Government, Lord Irwin, •was the first to 
sue on bended knees for peace with this Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, the greatest misfortune of Bengal is her communal 
problem. We could not give up tliis communal mentality even during 
tlie discussions the other day about the Andamans problem. To a 
section of the members of this Assembly the merit or otherwise of every 
problem In Bengal is judged by the communal standard. It is not 
very ditli<*ult to undeistund this [isychology. We know that the 
majority of the members of this Assembly are Mo.slem; we are also 
aware that the majority oi the Ministers are Moslem. But what we 
do not understand is this— how the criticism of any actioii of the 
Ministry or the adoption cd any motion in the interest of the people 
of tlie country can be construed as a censure against the Ministry 
excluding its Hindu Ministers. ^1 he tear of no-confidence is silting 
heavy like a golilin ujion the breast of the present Mini.sters ami their 
supporters. To raise th^ quest ion of Andamans is to move a vote of 
censure and they see ‘‘no-confidence’' in the motion for the reduction 
of the salaries of the Ministers of this abjectly poor country. Hereafter 
we shall perhaps see that proposal for fighting famine, attempts to 
alleviate the sufterings of the di8tresso<l people or protest against zulum 
and oppressions committed on political grounds M'ould mean no- 
confidence in the Ministers! 

My friend Mr. Rajibuddin Tarafdar opposed the reduction of the 
Minis^rs’ salaries. It is not worthwhile to discuss to-day under what 
mysterious spell tfiis friend of tlie raiyats has been suddenly transformed 
into a friend qf the Maharajas, Nawalis and Rajas. But I want to 
remind this whflom friend of the Prajas that this prosperous city of 
Calcutta is not our hunger-stricken Pabna or Bogra. 1 want abo to ^ 
remind him t^jat this illuminated and well-furnished Council House is k 

not the dwelling-house of the destitute raiyats of Bengal. 

• 

My friend Maulri ^bdul Lntif Biewae said that to reduce the aalaries 
of the Ministcra would be to put them oif the path of temptation. I 
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170 QUESTIONS. [lara Ato.. 

(m) whether (1) Bhagat Singh (Punjab), (2) Haridas Bhattacharya 
(Dacca), (3) Monomohan Chakravarty (Benares), (4) D^ben- 
dra Singha (Dacca), (5) Nagendra Modak (Mymensingh), 
(6) Bhola Mukherjee (Howrah) are on hunger-strike since 
8th August; 

(iv) whether it is a fact that the conditions of Eana)i Goswami and 

Pabitra lioy are serious; 

(v) whether it is a fact that the demands of the strikers are — 

(1) release of all political prisoners and detenus uncondi- 

tionally, 

(2) abolition of penal settlement for political prisoners in the 

# Andamans, 

(3) uniform classification of all political prisoners not below 

the standard of Division II, and 

(4) rcjieal of all repressive laws and ban on exiles. 


(vi) wh(*iher it is a fact that the political prisoners had sent several 

petitions to the jail authorities, His Excellency the Governor 
of Bengal and the Hon^ble ('liief Minister; 

(vii) wheth(*r it is a fact that nothing was done by the authorities 

to redress their grievances; 

(vii) wliat stc|)s, if any, have lieen taken by tlie jail authorities. His 
Excellency the Governor and the Cliief Minister; and 

(/,r) the contents of tlie petitions to the authorities and telegrams 
to the Chief Minister: 

(b) Are the (lovernment considering the desirability of laying the 
copies of the petitions and telegrams on the tabled 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: With your permission. 
Sir, I propose to answer Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta’s and Mr. Sibnath 
Banerjee’s questions together. 

I would like to take this opportunity to inform the House about the 
position in regard to the hunger-trike whicli i8«»;ow proceeding 'in the 
Alipore Cen^tral Jail. On the 4th of August, 36\ierrori8t convicts 
addressed a communication to the Chief Minister in^which they for- 
mulated what thej^ called their minimum demands which were as 
follows : — 

«. 

(i) Declaration of a general amnesty to mean unconditional 
, release of all Staite-prtlSoners, detenus, and of all convicted 

political prisoner^ ^ %% 
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Mukherji, Dr. 11. C. | Calcutta (’urn IH’e^idencv Division (Indian 
Christian). | 

Mukherji, !)r. Sbarat (diaiidra. | Birldium (( tiuieral).] 

Miillick, tlie II on’blc Mr. Mukuuda Helian. | Khulna (General).] 
Mullick, Mr. I’ulin Ihdiary. |ll()\\rab ((ipneral). ] 

Mullick, Sri jut AnhutoMli. [Bankura West (General).] 

Musluirrufl llo>'«ain, the floii’ljle Nawab, Kljan Baliadur. fJalpaiguri 
na/i Darj(Mding (Mulianimadan). ] 

Mustaguswul Ha(pie, Mr. S\ed. ( Hagerlial (Muhammadan).] 
Mustufa Ali Dewan Sahib, Mr. | Bralimanlbaria Norlli (Muham- 
madan).] 


N 

Nandy, the Hoii'ihle Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Kasimbazar. 
( 1 * res i de n (' y Tion d hoi ders. ) 

Nasarulluh, Nawabzuda K. | Brahmanbaria South (Muhammadan).] 
Nasker, Mr. Hern ('liandra. | ‘J-l-Purganas South-East (General).] 
Nausher Ali, the H(»n’ble Mr. Ayed, [ Jessore Sadar (3t^uhammadan).] 
Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khawaja Sir, K. C.I.E. [Calcutta North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Niimno, Mr. T. B. (Indiap Jute Mills Association.) 

Nooruddln, Mr. K. [Hooghly ^rum Howrah, Municipal 
madan).] , • • 
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Pain, Mr. Barada Prosai^na* [llooghly cvm Howrali 
Municipal (Geneiul).] 

Paiton, Mr. W. C. [Darjeeling (European).] 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar, Kt. (Bengal National Chamber of Oom- 
• merce.) 

Pramaiiik, Mr, Tarinieharnn. [Malda (General).] 


R 


Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. ( ItajHhahi Central (Muhaan* 
madan).] 

Raikat, The Jlon’hle Mr. l’ia*.anna Drh. [.Ialj>aigun cum Siliguri 
(General).] 

Rajilnuldin Tarafdar, Muulvi. | Ihjgra Kh.hI (Muliaiuinanan).] 
Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. |Tf})pe!a Wetit (Muhammadan).] 

Ray Choiidhurv, Mr. Birendra Kinhoie. j .Mymonsingh East 
(General) ] 

Razaur .Ralimaii Kiian, Mr. ( l)ae<'a Scmth Central (Mubam* 
madan). ] 

IloBh, Ml. J. B. (Indian Alining A«8nt’iat ion. ) 

Roy, liahu Patiram. (Khulna (General).] 

Roy, the H ()?ri)le Sir Bijoy Pranad Singh, Kt. (Burdwan 
Landholdern^ 

Roy, Kuiiim Shih Slu khaieswar. (ItajHhahi liundholders.) 

Roy, Mr, (’haru (^handru. [Myinensingh W<‘Ht (General).] 

Roy, Mr, Dhananjoy. | I)a< ra East ((leneral).] 

R051, Mr. Kainalkrishna. | Bankura ICant (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran vSankar. [Dacca AVchI (General),] 

Roy, Mr. Kishorf Pati. [Jhargram n/m Ghatal (General).] 

Roy, Sir. Manmatha Nath, [Howrah (General).] 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod ChandVa. (Chittagong Landholders.) 


i 


Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan), 
^dafiruddin Ahm^, Haji. [Raaf^rpur {forth fMnhammadta). 
Mr, S. A. [Narayanganj North (Muhaqmadan).] 


] 

]• 
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Sanaujlah, Al*Haj Maulana Dr. [Cliittajfong North-East (Mnham. 

madan).] * • 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. [Pjesidency Division Municipal 
(General).] 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. [Mnrshidabad (General).] 

Barker, Babu Madhusudan. [Boj^ra cum Pabna (General).] 

Sarkef, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan. (Bengal National Cham- 
ber of Commerce.) 

Sassoon, Mr. R. M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Sen, Babu Nageridra Nath. [Khulna (General).] 

Sen, Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. [24-Parganas South-East 
((isneral).] 

Serajul Islam, I^r. [Bongaon (Muhammadan).] 

Shahalbuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. [Narayanganj South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Shahedali, Mr. [Matlabibazar (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. M. [Kusthia (Muhammadan).] 
Shamsuddiii Ahmed Khandkar, Mr. [Gopalganj (Muhammadan).) 
Shamsul Huda, Mmilna. [Mymensingh Soutli (Muhfftnmadan).] 
Sirrgha Babu Kshetra Nath. [Rangpiir (General).] 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. [Bankura West (General).] 
Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. [Bengal Dooars (Western) Tea 
Garden Labour. ] 

Steven, Mr, J. W. R. [Dacca (European).] 

Suhrawurdy, the Iloirble Mr. 11. S. [24-Paiganas Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Sur, Mr. ITarcndra Kumar. [Noakhali < General).] 


T 

Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi. [Faridpur West (Muhammi^an).} 
Tapuriah, Rai Bahadur Moongtu Lall. (Marwari Association.) 
Thakur, Mr. Promatha Ranjan. [Faridpui^ (General).] 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. [Bhola South (Muham- 
madan).] 


W 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. [Jessore East (Muhammadan).] 
Walker, Mr. J. R. [Hooghly cum Howrah (European).] 
«Weet, Mrs. Ellen. [iunJflo-Lidian (Women).] 

Wordsworthj Mrt W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Coxjamerce.y^ 
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ToBuf Choudbury, Mr. fFaridpur (Muhammadan).] 

Yusuf Mirja. [24>PargaiiaR Central .(Muhammadan).] 

1 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhurv, Mr. [Molda North (Muhammadan).] 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. [Hooghly cum Serampore (Begistaral 
Factories) Labour.] 




fiffi BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSIMBLY PROCEEDINGS 
(Oflloial Btpoit of ttio tooond SottHm.) 

Volumt Ll—No. 2. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of Jndia Act, ^935. 

Thk Ashkwiu-y met in the A‘«-^einhly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 9 th August. IthtT. ul 4 - 4 o p.m. 


Prossfit: 

Afr. SjM'uker (the ICui hle Kliaii Hahadur M. A/izi’i. ( m.k.) 

ill the Cliair, the ele\cn llon'Me MinKtei> and elected memhers. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Tour ft Muhammadan Marriage Registrars. 

•21. Naurabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: (o) Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in char^fe of the Edu<atit»n tUcKiHtrution) Departm^^nt U 
pleased fo htate whether il is a tact — 

t*) that there is d stand injr onler that the office of the Marriage 
Registrar should he made popular ; and 

• 

(it) that the In.sjM»clordrenerul of Kegihtratiou issued a circular 
that Muhanunadun Marriagi* Kegintrars should tour through- 
out 'their jurisdiction to |M»pulanH<* the registration of 
marriage ? 

# 

(b) Will the llon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether any order 
has recently been issuerl by the Inspector-Oeneral of Registration 
psQ^biting the Muhammadan Marriage •ITegisirars from totsring ,or 
attending any branch %fiice within their iurisdictionP 
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QUESTIONS. 


[9th Aug., 


(c) If the Answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hoii*ble Minister 
be, pleased* to state on what authority has an order been issued by the 
District Sub-Begistrar of Dacca prohibiting the liuh^inadan 
Marriage Begistrars from*, attending branch offices within their 
jurisdiction ? 

MINISTER in ohai^ of EDUCATION (REGISTRATION) 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) (i) and (n) 

Yes. 

(b) No; the Muhammadan Begistrars are, however, not allowed to 
open branch offices without obtaining previous orders in each case. 

(c) Fo order has been issued by the District SulvBegistrar of Dacca 
prohibiting the Muhammadan Begistrars from attending branch offices 
opened with proper sanction. The District Begistrar, however, in 
exercise of the authority vested in him by section 17 of Act I, B.C. of 
1876, directed the closing of branch offices the term of sanction of which 
has expired and wanied the Muhammadan Registrars against the 
conseiiuences of attending unauthorised branch offices. 


Leave of the Muhammadan Marriage Registrars. 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education tRegistra(iou) Department be 
pleased to state whether Muhammadan Murnage Registrars are entitled 
to casual leave and to enjoy the jniblic and huial holidays? 

(b) If so, will the ifon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether they 
have to take |K*rmission for leaving their headtpiarters during siuh 
holidays? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (n) and (b) Tes. 


Leave rules applicable to menials. 

*23. Mauivi ABDUL BARI: (o) Is the llon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Finance Department aware that the leave rules applicable to 
menials are different from those applicable to other Government 
servants? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of making the leave rules uniform? 

MINISTER in ohaiv. of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tlw Hm’SIo 
M r. NMini Ranjm Svkw): (a) Yes, there are differences. 

(b) No such proposal is under the considenKlon of Govemmeifl. 



QUE8TI0K8. 


>5T.] 


i* 


Mr.tYtOMLALUDOINHAtHfllYt WUl tli« Hon’I^e ICinirt^ 

^c.ltkaaed (o atoto whether Ooverament consider the desirability ‘ 

‘sing sway with these diSerenoesf 

« • 

TN Hon’iilt Mr. NALINI RANDAN SARKIR: I cannot say 
inything’. in this connection just now. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANiRJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
o state whether GoTernuient consider it netM^ssai^' to abolish the dis» 
iriminations and distinctions at the earliest possible dateP 


Tha Hon’bia Mr. NALINI RANMN BARKER: I am ii#dible to 

ay anything just now. 


NimilMr of Muslims in diffsrsnt strwices undtr tht Agfiouiturt 
amt Industfias Dapartmafit. 

*24. Mr. 8HAH 8YED GOLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI: Will the 
Hoirblc Minister in t liarKe td the Department t»f Agriculture and 
Industries Im* pleased t<i >ta(e — 

{n the huiijImt of Mu‘'liin*< in different serviees under that Depart- 
ment in ea< h (Jistrict, throughout the province; and 

(//* the proportion of Muslims in those MTviies compared with the 
strengtli of the iiieinher‘< of other roiiimunitiesF 

MINISTER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (tho Hon’blo Nawab Babaiiur K. H4!»ibtfnah, of 

Dacca); (/) and (//)*'rhe iiiforinutioii re<|Uired j*< being eollected and a 
reply will 1 h‘ coininunK at«‘<i to tlie niemlMT as s^hui as it has been 
received. 

Mr. SJ4AH SYED GOLAM BAR WAR HOSAINI: Will the Hon'hle 
Minister he pleased to state the upproxiiiuite time when the re(|uired 
infonuation can Ik* collected? 

Th. HonnM. N«..b BihMkir K. HABIBULLAH, of D.on: A. .oon 
as possible. 


Sod., of pay of thb Europeui and ImMw t«whera in EuropMn SoIimI. 

in CdoutU? 

' *2S.* KIim Bldiadur MOHAMMED ALI: («) Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Edacation Deportment be pleaaed to etata 
.whither it is a fact that Eurr>pean agd Indian teachers in Evopean 
schools in Calcutta gettlifferent scale, of poy? 
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(b) If yi© answer to (a) is in tlie affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Mmifiter be pleased to state tbe reason for this differential treatment? 

(rj Does the Hon’ble Minister propose taking steps to remove this 
discrimination ? 

The Hoffbie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Tes. 

(h) The reasons are of a multifarious character. Briefly, the scales 
vaiy in different s(diools, for different subjects and also on account of 
flucjtiiations in the finances of imrticular schools. There are cases in 
which Indian teachers are in receij)! of more pay than their Anglo- 
Indian fkdleagnes. 

(c) No action is Tailed for. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleufUMl to state wlielher there is any difference in the matter of leave 
and other things between European and Indian teacluTs in European 
schools P 

The Hoifble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware. 

Mr. AHMED ALI: Will the Hon’bb* Minister be pleast‘d to state 
how many such <‘ases tliere are in wlii< h Indian tcnichers have received 
greater salari(‘s than tin* Europ(‘an and Anglo-Indian teachers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have not gone into details 
and it is very difficult to si4y offhand. 


Hours of work and living wages of the employees of the Caloutta shopsy 
business firms and morohant offioes- 

•2B. Mr. AFTAB ALI: (o) Is the Tl ou’ble Minister in charge of 
the (’ommerce and Labour Department awart^^ — * 

(/) that the assi.stants and emidoyees of the Calcutta shops, busi- 
ness firms and merchant offices have to work for 12 hours 
on an average per day in a seven-day week ; 

(ii) that they have to work even on Sundays aud other gazetted 
holidays; and ^ ^ 

(Hi) that they are not given leave on average pay or any overtime 
pay for working extra hours on 8i)ecified occasions'^ 

* 

(b) Do the Government proixjse devising ways and means for regu- 
luting \heir hours of work knd a minimum liv^g wage in the i^fsrest 
of their health and Efficiency ? 
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MINIitER in ohargt •! OOMMRIICE antf LAiOUR «Df PART- 
MINT Mr. H. S. SuhrMraritjf): (a) 1 am aware that cotfdi* 

tioiia of /K^rvi(*e of the persona mentioned are f^enerally by no means satis- 
factory ; -but unfortunately I am una^de *to dtml with these conditions 
as this particular kind of employment dm*s not fall within tlijt* purview 
of the Factories Act. 19.14; nor is it governed by any of the Acts under 
the administrative control of the Commen'c and Lubtmr Department. 


(h) As will he evident from my answer to the previous question, 
there are no such proisisals in my de|>artment. hut I w»>uld welcx)me 
any helpful suggestions for ameliorating the conditions of this class of 
w'orkers. 


Mr. AFTAB ALI: Will the llon’blc Minister Ih‘ pleased to state 
whether he w ill not tiUcc any action at all till a suggestion is madeP 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I think 1 have already 
pointed out suflicientls well that the department mnnot take any aetion 
bt'caust* this mutter <ioes not lull within the purview’ of this de|mrtiaent. 


Mr. 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Ilon’hle Minister 
be pleased to say whether he is prepared to amend the Factories Act 
so that these pf‘rsons may he inchided in that Act? 


TH« Horfbla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: That question ilocs not 
arise. It is a (pa st ion for a« (ion and not for information. 

Khan Bahadur JidO HAM MED ALI: IWs the IlonMde Minister 
mean to say that the amelioration of the eondition of tin* shop assistants 
is no concern of his department.^ 

Tht^foiFble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is no concern of my 
department but from a humanitarian point <»f view I will welcome any 
helpful suggestion for ameliorating the condition of this class of people. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERdEE. Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he intemls to Si’t up an enquiry eomrnittee to emjuire 
into the conditiqns of work of this class of pwiple? 

Tha Han’bib Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not propose appoint- 
,ing any committee. 

KhM B.h.dur MOHAMMED ALI: Wjll the Hoo’ble Hini.ter be 
pleOMil to state whetl|pr it i* in contbmpf.tion to amend the^roototie. 
.4ot M> M to include the«e people whe^are suffering P • 
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Tha Hop’bfa Mr. H. S. SUHRAWAROYi I am afraid no amend- 
mmit of the Fuctories Act is possible which will include the shop 
assistants and assistants employed in merchant offices; speciaMegisla- 
tion will be necessary to include this class of people. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
jileased lo state whether he wdll not deal with the matter without a 
suggestion ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHBAWARDY: 1 have so suggested in 
my ans^^er to ihc question. 


Establishment of Debt Conciliation Boards in Murshidabad and other 
districts in Bengal. 

*27. Maidvi ABDUL BARI: (a) Will the llon'hle Minister in 
charge of the ('o-oiK^rutive ('redit and Rural Indehtwlne.ss Deimrtment 
be pleased to state wliy the Debt (\)iieiliation Hoard has not so long 
been established in the di-striet of Murshidabad? 

(h) Is it not a fact that such Iniards liave Ihh'd established in other 
districts in Hengal ? 

(c) lias tlie llon’hle Minister received any instruction from the 
district authorities or other jirominent jx*rsons of the district on the 
question of the estaldishment of the hoard in Murshidalmd ? 

{(1) Is tlie lion’ hie Minister considering it desirable to introduce 
immediately Debt Settlement Hoards iii the district'of Murshidabad? 

MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Bahary 

Mulliok): {a) In the opinion of local officers the scarcity which bad 
prevailed rendered conditions imfavouruble for. the establishment of 
Debt Settlement Hoards in Murshidabad. 

(h) Yt^; in 20 other distri^cts. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Yes; as soon as formal ]>ro}X)sal8 are received from the local 
officeiTJ. 

, Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May I put a supplementary, 
question to question No, 27? , 

.Mr« ^PEA^ERi 1 ha>^ aiieady called next question » ao ' 
question No. 27 js over and no further questions can now be allowed. 
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*18. 'Hr. DHANAMOY ROYS Witlr referenc'e to the reply given 
on the 11th November, 1936, to clause {it) of uuHtAirecl question No, 10, 
will the '.Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department bo 
pleased to state whether the financial condition of the Oovert^ment has 
since improved. 

MINISTER in ehargt of dUOICIAI. DEPARTMENT (tho HoiPM 
Nawab MiitNarruff Hoisain, Khan Bahadur): As the Hon’ble Member 
will have already U^rned fnun the Ibidget Speeeli of my #hoirble 
colleague, the Finance Mini'iter. there has heeii s^ne inipn)veinent in 
the finances of Bengal since last NovemWr. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: With respect to question No. (//), will 
the Hon ’hie Minister he pleastnl t(» state whether he hag received any 
definite proposal from the District Otlicer of Murshidabad ? 

The Hon*ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Not yet. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the llotride Minister be plenscnl to 
state M-liether lie ha^. any consultation with the district authorities 
over tills matter y . 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes. 

Mauivi ABDULBARI; Will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to 
state at what time does he expect the Debt Settlement Hoard will he 
estahlished in the distri< t of Mursliidahad K 

The Mon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : Ah soon ag 

proposals are received from District Officers. 

Mauivi Abdul BARI: win the Hon’ble Minister be ideased to 
state what he means hy “as soon as" an^ what is the length of tiiney 

Mr# SPEAKER: 1 would ask you to draw your own couclusiong. 

Mr. OHAnAnJOY ROY: Will the bon’ble Minister be pleased to 
atate whether there is any improvement in the poniioti of the finanedh 
in regard to the Judicial Department Y 

Tba HafPbla Namrab MUBHARRl/^P *MOMA|N, KiMn ftiimiikt 

for notice.- • ' • 
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. Dr. NAJLINAKSHA SANYALs On a point of order, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, what is your point of ordef? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What I wanted from you wa« 
whetljer !• was entitled to ask iny friend questions in connection with a 
supplementary question. It was ruled tliat members cifn question of 
the members who put series r)f questions to the Hon’ble Minister. I 
was just ft^oing to ask if it was in the knowledge of member . 

Mr, SPEAKER^ 1 would like to know' under what rule you ask 
a (|ue8tion to a member. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Rule 24 says that a question may 
be asked for obtaining informatit)n on a matter of public cf)ncern of 
the particular member to whom it is applicable. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that ii»terj>retation is correct. I 
do not think tluit the rules are intended in any way to put fjuestions to 
any member. ()nc(‘ ,\ou do that tin* liCgislalure will do nothing but 
ask (juestions and eross (ju<‘stions. 1 <lo not think that question 
arises. Hut I shall look into the matt(*r again. 


Short notice question. 

i' 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
hamled over u short notice question and 1 would like to know whether 
that question has been admitted cir not and I w’ould like to have your 
ruling considering the urgency of the matter. 

CMr. SPEAKER: Y ou handed it over to im* about 1* o’clock and 
I hope you will give a little time to the department concerned to 
consider the matter, but in any case in spite of the shortness of the 
time this matter has been considered. I find, while I do not say 
anything about the merit of the question, that the fomj in which you 
have put it is entirely out of order by the conventions which have been 
follow'ed in this House. No memWr can put a question based purely 
.an newspaper report unless he takes the responsibility as to fhe facta 
of the matter. If you put your question in a manner based upon 
actual knowledge or on ^our responsibility, you may do so and I 
would Vequest you to remodel Ihe question aiq^ then you (m put it.* 
1 must also tell yo\f that a short notice question can only be put 
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the consent of the Minister concerned. I do not think iuis possible 
for this department to have such electrical devices by which vou ^nn 
quickly* within the course of an hour or .two, f(et an answer.^ 

Mr. SYED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: I would remodel the 
question. 


Application for leave of absence by certain members. 

# 

Mr. SPEAKER: This item was on the A^eiidti hut in view of the 
importance of the debate we are >r(>in^ to have over the priority resolu- 
tion I am not taking up this item now 1 propose to take it up some 
time next week. 

The House will now pro( ee*d ^\ith the dist ussion on the priority 
resolution. 

A member from tho Congress benches: Sir. may I know what 
happened to the sliori notice (piestion which I wanted to put at this 
ineetinj^y 


Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that the time at the disposal of 
the llouH- sjiotild he utilised in taking’’ np a question of the nature as 
this who h ma\ vcr> well he put to the lloiride Minister-in-charfi^e 
and the time of tln^llouse ma\ he thus saved. 


NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

RESOLUTIONS 

<on matters of General Ptdiiltc Interett). 

Rai HAREMDRA MATH CHAUDifURI: Sir, 1 hejf to move that 
ithia Assembly is of opinion that ail (lerHoiift who were not convicted and 
lentenced affer open trial and have yet been detained or interned, kept 
^ ciiatody or otherwiae placed under rentrdnt, or suffering restrictions 
Cu lUeir personal liberty under executive onlers, wkeHier nndtir Regii- 
J|tiou III of 1S18, or the Bengal Cnminal Laef Anbendnipni Act of 
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1925, or Owlinance I of 1930, or the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act of 1930, or the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act ’of 
1932, or the Special Powers Ordinance of 1932, or the Public Security 
Act of 1932 should be immediately released and all restrictiohs placed 
upon their liberty be forthwith removed. 

Sir, if there is one question over which the public mind of Bengal 
is more exercised than over any other, I think it is the question .of the 
detention of persons without trial and the arbitrary restriction of 
popular liberty which has assumed so devastating proportions in Bengal. 
Just imagine, Sir, for a moment that under one of the Acts referred to 
in this epsolution, namely, the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act 
of 1930, more than *‘V)00 persons have been dealt with between 1930 and 
1936 and more persons have been dealt with since then. Let me. Sir, refer 
to the latest report available to me on the administration of the Police 
Department in the Presidency of Bengal, viz., the report for the year 
1935 — for in the absence of any answer to my question on the subject 
I can only refer to this somewhat stale report. The report says that 
*‘3,513 persons have been dealt with under the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1930, of whom 202 were released and 24 have died,” 
i.e., have been released by death. “Under Begulation III of 1818, 21 
persons have been dealt wdth, of wdiom 3 have been released and one has 
died.” The only later figures that are available are the figures that 
were published a few' months ago, I believe, in the puldic press. These 
figures, 1 believe, were bused on a certain portion of the report on the 
general administration of the Presidency of Bengal for the year 1935-36. 
From these figures w'e learn that by the end of 1935-30 there were 
about 1,200, to be precise 1,180, detenus in jails ^nd camps and 308 
were in home domicile as against 890 or rather 900 in village domicile. 
Since then, of course, we have heard, only heard, that more detenus 
have been released, but we have not been enlightened as to the inexact 
number, and even if we assume that there have been a few hundred 
more releases since the report referred to, the number of detenus now 
detained in camps and jails must exceed at least 25 per cent, of the very 
large number of men and women wdio have been dealt with under the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act and, Sir, another 25 per cent, must be 
in village or home domicile. So nearly 50 per cent, of the men hitherto 
dealt with under the Criminal Law Amendment Act are still in detention 
and are rotting in different jails and camps and in insanitary and out- 
of-the-way villages and so-called home domicile, and they do not know 
Sir, w’^hen their misery is going to end. Many have died in detention 
afid many driven to desperation, have committed suicide, maify have* 
gone mad and are now accommodated in lunatic asylums, yet the Home 
Minister is not in a positiqp to release these detenus; and any urgent 
call for\heir releaae is only met Vith a definit% denial at lekst to 
date. In these *oirc^stanoe8 there is only one course open to uag» 
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aam«ly, to biing this resolution before the House. It has been inter- 
preted, Sir, that this resolution is aimed at the Ministry, *that is„ H 
has been conceived in some way or other to censure the present 
Ministry. But lei me say, Sir, at the ovrtset that it is furthest from 
my intention. It is rather to strengthen the hands of the present 
Ministry, that this resolution has been brought forward. The other 
day the Hon’ble Mr. Failul Huq referred to certain dilbouHies in 
the way and he grave a broad hint that the difficulties were placed by 
the services. Sir, it is really ainaging to hear such a plea from the 
Chief Minister of Bengal. Our idea is that the Ministers ore there on 
the Treasury Benches to serve the i>eople and not to consider insuperable 
the difficulties placed in their way by the services. Sir, even nj^er that 
observation by the Hon ble Chief Minister I thougl^ that there was not 
only scope but it was our IxMinden dut\ to bring forward this resolu- 
tion, not for any ulterior purpohc but just to strengthen the hands of 
the Hon’hle Mr. Fazlul Hiuj who often says that he is quite prepared to 
stand by his election pledges, which include the release of the detenus. 
It is just to strengthen the hands of the present Ministry and not as 
I have said with any other ulterior object in view that 1 move this 
resolution. Sir, as I have saiil at the outset, the i)eople of Bengal 
attach more importance to the question of the release of tletenus than 
to any other (juestion; they do not attach so much importance even 
to the question of i)roviiicial autonomy. And 1 think, Sir, they rightly 
do BO, for civil liberties must precede any form (d democratic (lovern- 
merit. All democratic nations were assured of their civil liberties long 
before they ha<i democratic (lovernment in the fullest sense of ihs 
term. In Ef»gland. Sir, they began to secure their civil liberties early 
in Idth century and we need not remind the Home Minister that, the 
Magna (’harta preceded tlie Model Parliament at least l>> about 70 or 
80 years. All otlier measures whicli have ensured civil liberties of 
the English jieople, namely, the Petition of Rights, the Bill of Rights 
and the Haheas (\»rpus Act — all the.sc measures are measures of the 
IGth cenVury, whereas measures for Parliamentary retorni, whether 
the first Kefonii Act of, 18**12 or the 2iid Reform Act of iH(i7 or the Ord 
Reform Act, of 1884 — all these measures are PMh century measures; 
so the people can wait for a demiMTatic form of (iovernment in the 
fullest sense of the term ; but no self-respecting people can afford to 
wait in the matter of having their civil liberties assured. Now, Sir, 
the position in Bengal is this: In 1818, the Regulation that provided 
for interference with civil liberty vested the jwwer of restraint in the 
Governor Geneftil and during these what we saw was that 

instead %>i liberty broadening dow'n from precedent to precedent wte 
have got restpctions upon restrictions, in fact tbe power of restricting 
civil liberty has been actually brought down ip the ground. Now under 
‘the Suppffssion of tbeJTerrorist Outrages lot nnd the Public Security 
4£t n ot only the, rulers of the distriote^and aubdivfaiona but eran their 
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lubordinat^fl have got the power to issue restrictive orders and nobody 
kn*owH how many such restrictive orders have been issued^ I am per- 
fectly sure that the Home Minister is not in a position to say how many 
such orders have been issued under the Public Security Act or the 
Terrorist. Suppression Act by the subordinate officers in the mufassal. 
Ai)ari from these innumerable cases of restrictions on private liberties, 
we find that the major cases dealt with under the Criminal La^v Amend- 
ment Act now come up to ?1,549 or rather 3,000; and as I said before, 
25 per cent, of the persons dealt with under the Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act are still rotting in ditferent jails and camps and in village 
and liome domicile. When such is the fact, Sir, people cannot afford 
to wait^onger, cannot afford to wait for the release of the detenus till 
it pleases the execntive Government to move. They must urge their 
proposition that the detenus must be released immediately and forth- 
with. In some quarters it is thought that the release of detenus means 
to release them from jails and camps and to transfer them to home 
domicile or village domicile. Sir, that does not improve matters from 
the point of view of the detenus. That simply releases the burden of 
the Government so far as the detenus are concerned. Hut the detenus 
themselves cannot think that their lot is in any way improved thereby. 
No detenu will consider village <lomicile as something better than life 
in jail or in detention camp. Sir, in village <loinicile there is no provi- 
sion even for medical treatment. It is m\ information that the 
Government have sto])])ed the provision for me<lical treatment of persons 
in village domicile or internee.s in spite of the tact that they are interned 
in remote arid unvvlodesome places. 

'i'lien as regards those who have been .sent to liome domicile, their 
number is pretty large. Tliey are placed in Mitd’ a position thereby 
that they cannot even earn their livelih<K)d. The result is what was 
the burden of the (Government is thrown upon a lielpless family; and 
the tragedy eiuicted by the restrictive conditions imposed upon persons 
transferred to home d<»micile is that the very persons who would have 
helped their families in their want and distress have been made so many 
burdens of their families. That is the upshot of the fine arrangement 
of transferring u man from camp or jail to home domicile. ♦That is why 
I suggest that you should rejwise all the detenus and not only release 
them b\it release them unconditionally and without any restriction. 
What release ufKin ‘*(x>nditioir’ means I can only explain by quoting 
a specific instance and here is the instance of Benoyendra Nath Ray 
Chaudhuri : 

• r 

“Benoy Babu is the eldest son of his father. He was arrestad 
itnder Bengal Criminal I^aw Amendment Act on the 19th April, 1930. 
Two years after, he was released only to be rearrested under Regulation 
III of 1818 and detained in Rajamandry Jail, Madras. There he 
became seriously ill. A Medical* Board was ap^inted to examine him. 
The Board reperted^ that the cfse might turn fatal any moment 
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tWDommetided his release. His father also, having: Wn informed of all 
aubmijtted several applications, one after another, which however 
ended in his oonditioiml release. Ttider the ooiidition he had to ’go to 
German.^, at his own (Mjsts and stay there faV treatment at his own costa. 
When his resources were exhausted and his father could not recoup the 
same, h# asked for permission to return home which w’a^ refused. 
Benoy Babu, however, had no alternative hut to return to India. On 
his return to his motherland under the circum.stances, he was arre.sted 
under Bengal (Viminal liiiw Amendment Act and sent to Deoli Camp. 
It is reported that his condition is taking a had tuin there.” 

Suc!» is the unforluiuito result of a (onditional release. 

Permit me. Sir, to refer to a case of “home domicile.” Here is an 
appropriate case to refer to—the case of Mr. AkhiT (Ihosh. 

‘‘Akhil Balm receive<l an injurv in the right ankle in Hijii Camp in 
Novemher, 19dd. lie was suffering fmm exc ruciating pain in the ankle 
and made several jietitions for proper treatment, hut authorities paid 
no heed to them. His temperature, in the meantime, got irregular and 
there was .slow rise towards I lie exening. The medical oflicer did not 
take anv notice of il and he (Akhil Bahu) at last violated the rule of 
tlie Camp hy retu'-ing his diet, lie was convicted for tluit for nine 
months’ rigorous impriHcmment ami transferrcMl to Midmifnire (Vntral 
Jail for trfxatiiienl. On tlie expiry of the c tinvictioii he was sent to the 
PresideiH'x Jail . Ilospitul a.s a HUspec IcMl ease of pulmonary T.B. 
Dr. 1). (’. Ohakra\eil\ cexamined Ins ankle and found it a case of Isiny 
growth after an nijni.x Imig umaic-d lc»r Ills ankh* has now Is'en 
permam*ntly« deformed and kis w**ight nf IMlh, ui the' Midnapore 
(’cMilral Jail •'lands icmIucm iI to I M Ih, tin ‘Jnd Apiil, Bf'll, he* W'us 
suddenly tiaiisjcTreff to homr domicile that is without allowance for 
himself, and without any allowame for the familx The* family again 
has no means to meet the cost of the spec ial medieiiic*s and H]M*eiaI diet 
nee<*ssarv for him 

Such Is the ease of one home dornieiled. 


1 have in my resohition pr<»}K>sed that all rest lict ions placed ujam 
these men should he forthwith lemovc'd tor release under ccinditions is 
a much more punitive thing. Here is cucasp in point: 


“Mr. Natendra Nath Duss was csinvicted in the civil disrihedience 
movement and rrotice wa.s served on him to show cause why his pleader’s 
lic’ense should not lie cancelled, (’au.ne shown the Ifoirhle High (ourt 
granted him plhnission to cany on hi.s profession. Then his house* and 
.the houae of his maternal grandmother were searched and a cyclostyUid 
booklet waa^ seixed from the latter house. lie was prosecuted for 
that and sentenced by the Subdivisioiuil Officer of CTontai to C mooihs’ 
rigorous imprisonment. On appeal Jie was acquitted. Soon* after a 
restraitti order under hie Bengal Suppression of Terroi;^si Ouimges Act 
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was served on him, restraining him to live in a limited area of hie 
village and depriving him thereby of his income from leg^l professipn. 
He gets no Government allowance. 

Natendra Babu is required to attend twice a week the thaxm which 
is ten miles away from his village and when once he failed to attend on 
account of a sudden attack of fever he was agcwn sentenced to 6* months' 
rigorous imprisonment. The Hon’ble High Court on appeal reduced 
the sentence to a fine of lls, 25 only.” 

After such cases one can only conclude that these releases with 
restrictions are meant simply to recover the detenus as prisoners in jail. 
There can be no other purpose of releases with such restrictions — 
restrictSns as cannot be complied with humanly speaking. 

In this connecti<Xi I would refer to a speech of the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister made a few days ago at Barisal. I would not have referred 
at all to it but for the fact that the speech disclosed a regrettable 
change in the angle of vision. In thiit speech he said that the question 
of detenus was a (juestion that affected a few hundreds or a few 
thousands. But now having seen the other side of the shield he has 
got to see to the security of 5 (-rores of iuliabitants of Bengal. This is 
really a standpoint which can never he taken by a non-official member : 
from such a standpoint only dieluird bureaucrats ever spoke. The 
question of detention, Sir, is not a (jiiestion that really affects a few 
hundreds or thonsiuids. So long as a single person is deUiined without 
trial, the liberty and freedom of at) millions of the people of Bengal 
stand jeopardised. Sir, it is .simpl\ for that reason tlmt people in all 
democratic (M)untries iittach more valne to perw^nal and civil liberty 
than even to parliament^irv franchise. One must enjoy the human 
privilege first t»efore enjoying a civic or parliamentary privilege. 

Sir, in conclusion, I would re(piest the Hon’ble the Chief Mini.ster, 
if he really has any mind to ovenome the difficulties in cx)nnection wdth 
this question, to meet the detenus and to seriou.sly ask them whether 
they are quite prei)ared to follow their leaders’ lead in non-violence, 
lie must be aware that not only the President of the ('ongress, but the 
President of the H. P. C. C. has just i.ssued instruptions to the B. P. C. C. 
that propagamla for nou-violoiue should be f'onsidered a special feature 
of Beng4d’s Congress activitiies. In view of such a welcx)me attitude 
on the part of the Congress leaders. Sir, and in the face of these pro- 
nouncements, I think the Chief Minister can well afford to turn a new 
chapter in the history of Bengal and to release the prisoners who had 
never been tried or (^hiirged or given any opportunity to defend them- 
selves and thus to restore the civil liberty of which the people of Bengal 
bjve been deprived so ruthles.sly and so long. 

In conclusion, I once more repeat that this resolution^ is not at all 
aimed at the Ministr>\ This resolution has been brought forward in 
pttjrsuam'e of public demands and just to strengthen the hands of the 
present Ministers and there is no other ulterior motive behind 4t. 
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MTi tPIAKERl NotioM of onondmenU Wen givaa and 1 
that thosa amaadmanta should ba lao^ad now. All€llwaid| ^ 
nablutioii as wall as tha amandmanta will.ba opan for diacuaakni.* 

Itai imRENDRA NATH OHAUDHURIl May 1 riaa on a point 
of order ^ It is not an amandiiiant. It will have a uegativ# affect to 
my reaoldtioQ so 1 submit that this antendmeut cannot be moved. My 
resolution nays that “all restrictions placed upon their liberty'be forth- 
with removed/' hut this amendment my» that “all reHtriotions placed 
upon their liberty removed in so far as such orders may be consistent 
with public safely/’ This ineatis that the amendment does not want 
that all restrictions sIkiuKI be forthwith removed. I submit* Sir* that 
this proposition cannot be moved as an amendment as it asMf for a 
negative vote. • 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry 1 cannot agree to the |M)int of view 
of iiai Huremlra Nath ('haudhuii. His urgutnent is that this amend- 
ment i.s entirely of a negative < haracter to the substantive motion. 1 
could have umlerstfxxl if tliLs would luivt* an altogether negative force 
to the present rescdution. Hut long as there is a tMunmoii factor on 
the (juestion of release, in between the terms of the amendment and 
the re.solution, I (aniiot ludd that it is of a negative character. In that 
view this amendment is in order. um| Klmn Stihih Maiilvi Syed 
Muhammad Afzjtl may move it. 

Mr, SYEDMaIaLUDDIN HASHEMY: On a p .int of order* Sir. 

I have given notice <»f a motum. The motion that .sUinds in my name 
is more defiiyte, more explicit and more (vimprehensive. and 1 there- 
fore claim priority before the <»ther imitions are taken up. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y <ni fan raise tlwit |X)int when w’e take up your 
amendment. For the time being 1 have called uj>on the proposer of the 
first amendment Uj move his motion, 

Mr. oTEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: Sir, 1 would like to move a rider 
to the first amendment ^hai is on the agenda paper. 

Mr. tPEAKER: I am afraid iJl riders are in the nature of amend- 
ments and I can only admit riders or amendments* in whichever term 
you may call them, if you give notice in proper lime. Fnfortunately 
you have given no notice and us such it is difficult for me to admit it 
at this stage. 

• 

Rli HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. 
Sir. The amendment which the honourable memlier has been perraittea 
to move diffefs from the amendment on the agenila. It says that in 
.the last two lines for the words “shojfld b^'imtnediately re1eai|^d and 
all restrictions placed %pon their liberty he fortlyvith^ removed** tne 
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following be substituted, namely — “should be released and all restric- 
tions placed upon their liberty removed as soon as possible in so far 
as such orders may be consistent with public safety/’ but he seems 
to have rend out something* different. 

Mr. 8>EAKER: Khan Sahib, will you please read out yow amend- 
ment? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi 8YEO MUHAMMAD AFZAL* Sir, mv amend- 
ment reads as follows That in the last two lines for the words 
“should he immediately released and all restrictions placed upon their 

libel l>^j,he forthwith removed/’ the following he substituted, namely: 

“should he released and all restrictions placed upon their liberty 
removed as early as p<i.ssil)le in sf) far as such orders may be consistent 
with public safety.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: T find that the words “as earl\ as possible” do not 
occur in the typewritten copy of the amendment that is before me. 
You can only move your amendment in the form in which it occurs in 
the list. Hut as your amendment now (ontains the words “as earlv as 
possible,” you cannot move it in that form. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
Can he amend his amendment without ju'oper notice? 

Mr. SPEAKER. 1 have asked lor the original notice to be brought 
to me trxnn my ottice and if it contains the words “as earlv a.s possible” 
and it is found that it is a mistake in my office, then I whl permit him 
later on to move it in the form in which he has moved it. 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I point out, Sir, 
that with the permission oi the House an amendment can be modified 
on the tl<K)r of the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is entirely within the competence of the 
Speaker to admit an amendment at short notice, and if it is of such 
(HUisoipience as vitally affects an issue, then the Chair will consider 
admitting it. That seems to be the present position. So far as the 
amendments are concerned, if you think or anylody thinks that a 
further amendment should be given notice of, it does not debar any 
member from putting forward such an amendment if he thinks it 
desirable. ’ 

Mr. NIHAREMDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
Sir. Having actually moved an amendment in different terms, can a 
member withdraw it and move a second amendment without giving any 
notice? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: f am »orry, Mr. Butta Maaumdar. ya|| bava not 
; be^ able iojcatch me. I thiak I kave toM^the Honse ouce before that 
fon liave always to jrive allowance for human elements to play. The 
mover g:ivcu notice of an amendment *’afid he has read it with the 
addition of works “as early as possible.*' As 1 have said, I have not 
the oripi^l notice l>efore me, and 1 have sent ft»r it. If 1 find that it 
contains the words “as early as possible," I shall allow hiii\ to move 
it in that form, as in that case the omission would he found to be due 
to a mistake in my office. But I have made it clear that it is open even 
at this stag^ to put before the Spexiker any amendment, and it is the 
duty of the Speaker to eonsider its admission. 

Mr. 8AMT08H KUMAR BA8U: iUi a eof order, Sir. Do 
these observations of your> apply to Mr. Kliaitan's rider, should he 
choose to put forward one!^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, certairdy. K\ery niemher of this Tfouse can 
do so. luid Mr. Khaitan is certainly included in the “House." 

Khan 8ahib Miulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL; Spoke in Bengali 
in support of his motion. (In the course of his speech he referred to 
tlie “Lotus” adopted ]»y the (hdcuttu rniversity as one of its emblems 
when Ml. Speaker intervened.) 

Mr. 8PEAKERS Order, order. I am afraid you are >r<»in|r beyond 
the term*! ot \our umendmeni You shmdd leave the “I/otus” 4|uestiori 
ami MjnHnc \oursell lo mmii amendment whii'h relates to llie 
ieleas4‘ oi detenus, uW**.ss v«oi ran s}j(iu me the reh‘van( V of the “liOtus” 
with the pK'sent motion, 

Khan 8ahib Mauivi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: (Speakin^r in 
En#?Iish)t, Sir. my point is this; That the stmleiits of the Muslim eom- 
munity appioached the authorities of tlie Calcutta Vni\ersity, hut for 
some reason tlie\ eould'not eomjily with their rerjue**(. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; How ifi that relevant fo tlie present discussion!' 

Khan Sahib H«ulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: 1 was drawing 

a parallel, I was #?oinj? to show that as the Calcutta I ni versify 
authorities rouW not accedi* to the re(|uAt of the Muslim students, so 
also Ihe^ present Ministry .should not aecept the reeomrnendation <‘OTa 
lained in the rewdution moved by Hai Harendra Nath ('haiidhuri. That 
is my point. Sir. 

Mr. tSEAKER: oC, then you are ^ving an illustwtion. 
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Khan f^ihib Mauivi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Tes, Sir. 

(The member then continued his speech in Bengali.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order, Sir. The 
member having spoken in English during the interruptions, it is appa- 
rent that he knows English. Can he, therefore, again speak in Bengali? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If I have to strictly rule it, ak I find that the 
member can specik in English, he therefore ought to speak in English: 
that is the law on the subject. 

Khan Sahib bhiulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: But, Sir, as 
some of my friends have asked me to speak in Bengali, therefore I must 
speak in Bengali. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I think you cannot do that: the 
law is clear on tlie subject. Please sit down, Khan Sahib, as another 
point of order is going to be raised. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. Sir. 
It has just been decided in Sind that the interpretation of (he statutory 
provision on this subje<’t sliould be made in this way: a person who 
knows English should lie allowed (r) address in vernaculai also, jirovided 
that he can assure the Speaker that he would givi* a sunimaiv of his 
vernacular siieech in English. 

Mr. SPEAKER: AVith due deb uence (o what ha^ been done in 
Sind or in any other province, T tliink Bengal 1ms refused to l>e guided 
in matters of judieial or in any other (hnisioii by any other province. 
I think Bengal can very well look to herself for her defence. T hold 
that under section 85 if a member says that he is unacquainted wnth 
the English language, thou, of <'ourse, he is entitled to speak in the 
vernacular. But if he gives demonstratioTi of his ability to speak in 
English in this House, as h«s been given by the Khan Sahib, then he 
must speak in English. 

(Khan Sahib Mauivi Syeil Muhammad Afzal again continued to 
speak in Bengali.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please address me in fiuglishP 

Khan Sahib Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL:* It is very 
difficult for me to do so, as I am not as learned in English as my friends 
6f the Opposition, and it will be ver>- diffieuli for me to put forward 
my views adequately : I know some words only of the English lan|gu^ge. 
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Mr. SPEAKERS If a luember ica>*« that he is iinaoqiiaint|d with th^ 
English language, I should not proreed fj^rther; but as he has gi'wn 
sufficient demonstration of his ability to s|)eak English, he should speak 
in English. 


Khair. Sahib Miulvi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: I will not 
speak. Sir, any more in Knglisli. 


Mr* SPEAKI^R: bur the time being I think you have got to speak 
in English, iK^rause 1 found toN^ielf that you can very %vell do it. If 
I find that ytm ran not npenk well in English, then I myself •will ask 
you to change over to Ihmgali. 


Tha HOfi’bla Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir, 
Could you not in(er[>ret the wind ‘‘una«i|uaiiitetr’ as “not sufficiently 
acquainted” 

Mr. SPEAKER; Xot in this ra.'^e, for I have found the Khan Sahib 
speaking as rorrert Englisli as you are doing. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED; On a point of order, Sir. Who 
will decide whether a Miemln*r is ar()uainted with I'inglish or uiu)<'(|unint- 
ed w flh It? ^ • 

Mr. SPEAKER: ft js f(»r the memher concerned to say whether 
he Is accjuaiyted or unac<[uaintcd with thi* l.nghsh language. Hut as 
the Khan Sahib ha-^ gi\en \ inible liemoimtratioii of his ability to speak 
in English, he raniffft ^«iy that he is unacquainted with the English 
language. So, I would again ask him to speak in English. , 

(The ineiiii>er again began speaking in Hengali.) 

Mr. Speaker; J am \ery son\. Khan Sabib; but 1 have got to 
interpret tin* rules anfbonre f allow a <lepar1uiv it may be difficult for 
me to (oiitrul the prof eiulingM. In view of this I once again appeal to 
you to speak in English in as f(*w word.s ag possible. 

Khan Sabib Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD APZAL: Sir, the amend* 
xnent to the resoiniion which I have moved i« absolutely moderate, and 
my friends of ^tbe Opposition cun safely and contentedly accept it. 
The resolution is that detenus should he released immediately and 
iorthwitb. So far as T understand, it will lx* very difficult for thb 
Cabinet to ui^lortake the responsibility which the Cabinet and members 
on this aide of the House apprehend will come in the future. Tha 
•detenus* have Wn in (Retention for th# laRf5, 6, or 7 years, and during 
we find that the terrorist agitetion has sifbsidad. So, I think 
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it will not^be unfair or unreasonable it we come to the conclusion, which 
I think is a reasonable one* that with the detention of th^ detenus ihe 
terrorist movement in Benj^l has subsided. Certainly, this has bwn 
admitted by the Ijeader of the Congress. The I^eader of the Congress 
has also fmid that it will be the paramount duty of the Congress to 
preach that the terrorist movement will be of no use, that it* will not 
help the Hberty of the people, or rather it will handicap the liberty 
of the country. Afier this detention of the terrorists in camps, in jails, 
or in their homes, the Congress has been convinced that these boys 
should be corrected and that propaganda should be made, so that other 
boys may not go astray. That is a good suggestion, Sir. I understand 
that w^ien these Acts were passed there was great agitation in the 
country, so much t^jat there was an apprehension that this very* Council 
House might be “capsized.*’ But, in spite of that agitation, the Acts 
were passed, and the result has Wen very good. We also find that the 
Congress Party is trying its best for the passing of their resolution 
and we have moved the amendment. They think that if they (an (*arry 
their r(‘solution the result will be good, the result will ),e satisfactory*: 
on the other hand we think that that will not he satisfac toiy, that w'ill 
he disastrous, that will he d(4rimental to the interests of the country. 
So T think tliat the amendment whi(‘h we liave moved is fair and this 
nmendtiient sliould }»e ncce})fed by the party. 


Sir. there is u cry in tlie country Ihut tlic present Ministiy is dointf 
nothinjr nnii th.it the llu.| Ministry should he hrouphi 1o nn end and 
shoulil l.e driven away from the Cahinet. I do not see any reason why 
this cry is afl.xit. 'I'hcre are in other provimes Coi.pr^ss Ministries. 
I like to know from the pentleman on the opposite what tliose Ministers 
luive done hy this time. I think they linve not done anythinjf which 
IS 1.-. the satisfaction of the Kontleinan opposite and to the satisfaction of 
♦he Kt'ntlemai. to the Ri^ht. I think that the numlHir of detenus 
released l.y the present Ministry of BenKiil is more than the numher of 
detenus released hy the ministries in other provinces. I think Sir 
we should not oecept their icsolution. we should think over the matter 
and consider the thins: very carefully, calmlv and dispassionately I 
npiaml to the sontlemon of the House ta tliink the cirouflistanees that 
prevailed in the eountry .some f. or fi yeaw hack. Lives were not safe 
but nobody opposed the (’oiisress, nobody spoke asainst the terrorist 
as'tation and the consequences were disastrous and it was for the 
welfare of the people that the Acts wore passed. 


Sir, 1 bes to suhniit that wlien the Ministry was accejited by Congress, 
giwihers in other provinces there was some golmal on Ae very iirst day. 
The Speaker was there, the Cabinet memliers were there hut the 
M.IoAs. and outsiders took possession of the House and ‘some outsiden 
beg^il. whether anylrndy Vas willing to drink and anybody was tWrstv 
tn the House itselL Tliese things were goin/ on and we appreciate 
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tlkese things because they are written in bold type in newspapers and 
we* think thrft these provinces have advanced far because (here is nplin 4 il 
because ^he outsiders took posession of the House. Sir, we do uoi want 
that sort •of Ministry. e want a Mini.stry which will wf»rk sulwtan- 
tially and which will do some good to the country. Certainly, we have 
confident in the Ministry, and we think that the Ministers will run 
the administration in such a way as the people of the ('ountfy will be 
satisfied; and if we find that our Ministers are losing our ('onfidcncep 
we ourselves will move a “no confidence” motion against the Ministry 
and help our friends opposite in moving that resolution. AVe know 
the Act and we know the section under nhich that resolution niay b® 
moved. ^ 

Sir, as regards the detenu question, I must say that my learned 
friend, the mover of tlie resolution, saiid that the mandate was that 
we .should release the detenus. That is a fact and we still say that^ 
we will release the detenus, 

(\t this stage tln‘ iuenil»er having reached the time-limit, waa 
asked to !esume his seat.) 

lie having asked for two minutes more 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 an/ afraid it would he irn|><msilde for me toolay 
to extend the- time-limit and I would leqtiest the different speakera 
who would addless the House not to pla<‘e me in a delic'ate position 
by re)(Ueslnig an extension <»f the timed imit. 

Mr. 8YED JALAtUDDIN HASHEMY: I lag to move by way of 
aniendinent to res<dulion No. that for the words “immediately 
released'' in tin* penult nuate line, the woids “reh’aHe«l before the next 
Puja ludidays” l>e substituted, 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. .laluiuddin IlashT^iy, 1 woul<l like to be 
suti.sfied on point about the aiiieiidment \ou have moved. The 

effect of your umemiment motion to the f^uhstantive residution “should 
be immediately released and all lestriet ions placed ujmui tlieii lilierty 
be forthwith reimived” will he “should he leleastol IsTore the next 
Puja holidays and all re.strictions placed ujxui their lil>erty he forth- 
with remov^ed. ' I hav'c not iK'cn able to underBtund how you wdll be 
able to reconcile these two aspects. * 

Mr. SYED JALALUDOIN HASHEMY: This drH»s not come within 
the scope of my amendment, as I have rmtlwng' (o say al>out “and all 
restrictions placed ujion their hT>erfV be* forthwith removecl,^* Tlfii 
pQ^^on should In* deleted according to. the terms o*f amendment. 
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. Mr. 8IIEAKER: You wont to substitute “released before the next 
Puja holidays'^ in plare^of “immediately released.” ‘But do you 
realine that the effect will be that the other part “and all restrictions 
placed upon their liberty be fprthwith removed” remains?. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Yes, Sir, that does 
remain. -My amendment ends wdth the first part. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry T do not understand. Your amend- 
ment is that only the w'ords “immediately released” be substituted by 
the words “released before the next Puja holidays.” It leaves the 
other ffart of the substantive motion intact. I want to know without 
oj)eratinj»' upon tlit last part which rtMjiiires immediate release how 
can you make an amendment to the first part and extend the time- 
limit. I think the resolution will be an incon^^ruous one. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: My amiuidment is that 
they sliould be released l>efore the next Puja holidays and the other 
words “and all restrictions placed ujk)!! their liberty be forthwith 
removed” do not arise at all. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y our amendment is that the words “immediately 
released” be substituted by the words “relesased before the next Puja 
holidays.” You do not want to change tlie latter part (xf the sentence. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, it is well-known 
that after release of detenus, persons are kept under restriction and 
the intention of Mr. Jalaluddin Ilushemy's amendment is that they 
should be released Indore the Puja vacation and no more restriction 
be placed uj) 0 u their liberty. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Mazumdar is very ingenuous, but I must say 
that it is not the intention of the mover. The intention of the mover 
is that they should 1 h‘ released before the Puja holidays, but so far 
as the second i>art goes, he does not say anything about, it. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, in view of what is 
actually going on in the province, this resolution has been moved and 
this amendment has been brought forward. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If a memW wants to move an amendment in a 
form which makes it meaningless, it i.s very <lifficult to do anything 
short of disalloxving it outright. I have not disallowtst it but have 
given him an opportunity to move it, but this incongruity is a factor 
which 'should W taken not^ of ‘by the mover ^n moving this amend- 
ment. 
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Mr, SITED ifALALUOOIN HASHEMY* Mr. SpeaJier, Sir, it reaJijr 
gives me pain to move my motion to-day, tlie 9tJi of Au^rnst, 19d7. 

I hope and hope very sti-ongly that these detenus will be released 
within fbe first week of October. Sir, tfie matter of itdeasini? these 
detenus has been discussed 'bn the floor of ibis House on rnort* than 
one occasion and if I remember aright, 1 had the opixirtunity of 
discussing the matter here on the floor of tliis House on more than 
one occasion. Sir, I expected at that time that I rould get no mercy, 
no consideration fi-om tiie then Cabinet consisting (»f the Ministers and 
the Memliers of the Kxeiutive ('ouiuil. Sir, after the inauguration 
of the (lovernmenl of India Act, IJhio, uml after the Ministers took 
the responsibility of go\erning tliis province, it >»as nuturajiy my 
expel tat ion that the Ministers would release thesijgpdetenUvS uh soon us 
they take upon themselves the resjMJnsibility of discharging their 
duties as resjionsihle Ministers of this pnivinee. Sir, the ameiulinent 
moM*d hy my irii'i.d to my li‘ft, in my opinion has ahsoliitely no 
meaning. Sir, it was the same language, the same interpretation that 
was given hy the tloui Minislt-is and MiouIhms of the K.\(*i’utive ('ouneil. 

Sir. this amendment, I mean “in so tar as sueli onlers may he eon- 
sistiuit with publir s<ifety“ is so vague, so meaningless, so elastic, 
that it <(>nve\s })rai tieall\ no meaning to the nieinhers of this legia- 
latun*. The (po'stion of iletiuition was not tin* action of the pres4*nt 
Mini>ters at all. 'thev bad no responsihility nor had the desire to 
regain these* young men pri<»r to their taking over charges as Minislera. 

It was natnnilly foi every sane, every n»osimahle man ot Heng'al. Iw 
he of any {<»mmuni(\, to (*xj»eet that thesi* Minist4*rs will begin with 
new idi'al, im*vv vig^our and new energy as far as it was |Missihle for 
them to keep their names intiiet us popular Ministers. 1 he more I 
think of their action The more I am disappointed that they have taken 
the very self-same attitude with regard to this matter which was taken 
by their jiredecessors. 

Sir, with regard to the (juestion that has lieen rais<‘d hy my friend 
that this is a matter which involves the “Huq Ministry” of Ih*ngal, 

I mn»t sa\ —if 1 am allowed to say— that it is ahsidutely inconsistent, 
it i** alnolfttelv ahr.urd that it has anything to ilo with the ‘‘Hucj 
Minist r\ ’ or any iiicihImt of (he ('ahiio^U. I must make it nhsolutely 
clear ((» my frieroK to mv right ami to iny fiiends to my left that it 
IS not a matter of confidence or “no confideiici*” in the (^ihiiiet memlM*r» 
or in a particufur Minister or Ministers. It is a sirnide question of 
popular dernan^, it is a simple (piestioi^ from hunuinitariau point of 
view. 

« • f 

It is simpje que.stioii of political demand. It is a questiott of Nitiipla 
humanitarian point of view*. These people are detained without trial, 
some fotr more than five and half years rfind some for more than sewen apd 
half years and somebody says more than lo. It tnigl^t be. I do not 
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know un^pr what circuniiitances and on what ground they raise 
the question of confidence or no-confidence in the Ministers. It is a 
simple question of releasing the detenus. Can anybody doubt the 
sincerity of what little is being considered, but I have nothing to say 
about it. These detentions have so weakened them that they would 
not be of any danger to Government. The change of Goverqraent came 
but the change did not come so far as to detention of jiersons without 
trial is concerned. Can anybody in the course of two or three years, 
who is put in prison, lose his interest in the countrj% I, suggested this 
amendment in the interest of the country, in the interest of the 
Ministers themselves and in the interest of the popularity of Ministers. 
I hop#*thut they will come forward to consider the release of these 
young men who have reasonable grounds for being released and most 
of them, I am sure, are innocent. In my speech I said and I still 
maintain tliat most of the detenus are innocent. If the entire body of 
these detenus are not innocent, I can say at once that at least 5(1 per 
cent, of them whom 1 ha]>pen to know are inm)cent. I do not know 
under what circumstances they have been restricted and detained with- 
out trial. If (his Ministry is a popular Ministry and if they come 
forward to bring out ever> one of the <letenus and try them, there would 
be no trouble. If every one of them is placed before two judges and 
they are satisfied, can anybody tell the Hon’ble Minister anything y In 
case these two judges refuse to interfere and -even recommeml detention 
without trial, I do not know how it is jiossible for anyboiiy to accuse 
the Minister. I know (he wa,\s (d (he Special Branch of the Calcutta 
Bolice and the Special Branch of the Bengal Ihdice. This department 
must be maintained and to maintain this department they must have 
work and work to go on. I know from personal ^xjierience the ways of 
the police and how tlie\ try to manufacture evidence and by this they 
try to swell the number (d“ detenus. If any Hon’ble Minister can 
courageously take into his hand the (piestion ot the methods which some 
otticers of the S[)ecial Branch indulge in, 1 say with a sense of respon- 
sibility even he will fiml that the> introduce revolvers and thereby show 
that almost every man is implicated in it. I submit, I know one 
particulnr young man of Dinajpur was given a revolver and 
arrested. The jkk)!' fellow' has not got any facility to be brought to 
Calcutta for trial. I know of one more. The other day I referred in 
the course of my speech to one Maulvi Akram Khan who was placed 
under detention and that p(mr fellow’ had been restrained. I knew' him 
from my boyhood and 1 do not know why and under what circumsionces 
he was kept under detention iif Deoli Camp. He is nowVeduced to such 
an extent that at his residence restrictions have been placed upon hini^ 
Restrictions have been placed upon those who have been ];pleased. The 
question of confidence or no-confidence in Ministers has been raised on 
tKe sentiments of some of the me^nbers who try Jo exploit and demands * 
of release have l>een*made by my friends. 1 must say and make it clear 
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thtt I do not belong to the Congress and I belong to the Pnya-Kri«half 
Party, and do not make this an issue of no-contidence in the Ministere. 
I must also declare that I heard in the course of the discussion thAt my 
friends tave unnecessarily brought this Ao-contidence issue on them, 
and I must warn my friends to my right that they take upon themselves 
the responsibility of no-confidence in themselves. I have suggested 
before that it is a very simple issue for every human being tp ask the 
authorities to release the persons who are tietained without trial. It 
is not a very big task for the adniinisi ration of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 
Fazlul Huq who happens to be the first Premier <»f the New ('oust it u- 
tion. On more than one occasion he pnnnised to coiisiiler the question 
of detenus and in his prt)grainnie of the election campaign he iikiued a 
manifesto of the Praja Ihirty 1o release all the political prisoners. I 
observe that Secretaries are here and I ask them to come forward and 
say whether this is a big task, thi ever\ issue it is said that the 
Ministry is not tenable. The Ministrs con-^ists of Hindu and Muslim 
Ministers together. \Vlj\ it is believed that a Muslim Minister is going 
lt» be establishe«i. I appeal to the HoiTble Minister n(»t only to the 
Home Minister hut to all the Ministers parti<'ulHrly to reconsider the 
matter, and I also request them to revise the decisicm on the Hoor of this 
House and let them come f(»rwunl ami say that they have got a better 
mentality than tliat of the Premier, and his preilecessor Sir Robert Reid. 
Let them say that Ministers are there and that this (iovernment is by 
the people, foj' tin* periple and of the people. Let them say that they 
will not snhmit to the dictatorshif* of the head of the Spe<’ial Hranch. 

I know tliat if they <lo mO agr(‘e tlie\ will sa\ that thes have been over- 
powered, jiar^icularly b\ the head of the Special Hranch. My proposi- 
tion is simple. Let the detenus be released. I \ull give tliem one 
month more time, say November, then I would allow them to suy that 
it is the policy of (iovernment to release some of the prisoners -my 
friends over tliere, 1 do not know the exact niimher. It is our duty 
to release them at once. Ah a mutter of fact, the\ woubl not be all 
political dffenders and this slionbl be <lone only to [»rove that they are 
popular Ministers, Possibly there ma> be 2,0(M) detenus in several 
detention cajnps. If they came <»ut, do they think that they will over- 
throw the (rovernment of Bengal, overthrow this .Ministry. Are the 
Mini.sters .so weak that tlie> wfoiid resign - 

A ItMItllMr: -On a jMiiiit of order, Sir. May I know whether the 
speaker is (liscussing his awu motion or the general principles of the 
whole motion. * • 

• 

Mr. SPEi|KER: I think you ran draw \our own roncluHiona 

Mr. SYEO JALAI^UODIN HASHEMV:* I know that Mini^tere Are 
very much agreed to release all pobtical prisonera. • Bir^l have followed 
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the mandate of my party. I would request my Moslem friends here 
that they should not be carried away by sentiments that the acceptajice 
of my amendment will caush the fall of the Huq Ministry. The ques- 
tion before us is whether the detenus who have been detained ’without 
any sort of trial should be released within a specified time. I would 
ask them to examine the facts and to scrutinise them carefuHy and if 
they be convinced of the justice of the demand, then I think they will 
fully affree with me. 

Sir, with these words I move by way of amendment that tor the 
wor<]s “immediately released”, the w'ords “as early as possible” be 

substituted. 

V 

Mr. SPEAKElf: 1 may inform Mr. Ha.shemy that the words “as 
early as possible” are not in the notice of amendment which he has 
given. So his amendment will be takei» as it has been printed in the 
Agenda i)aper. (Hear, hear). 

Hefore I j)r()ceed further, 1 would like jo know the view of the 
Lender (d' the Opposition as also that of the I.eader of the House as to 
w'hether a time-limit sliould be fixed, giving the maximum time foi' this 
re.solution, or wdietlier this resolution should l)e continued till the next 
day which may be fixed for resolutions. 

In this connection, I may draw the atteiition (d‘ the House to the 
provision in section 911 of the Bengal A.ssembi> Buies and Standing 
Orders, under which the Speaker Jiiay, if he thinks fit, allot the maximum 
limit of time which shall be available for the discussion of any resolu- 
tion of u private member on any da\ allotted for the discussion of such 
resolution. Before I exercise my rigiit. howev«r, 1 would like to 
ascertain the views of the Leader of the Hotise and of the Leader of the 
Opposition. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, so far the pro- 
gmnime before the House is concerned, this is the only day allotted 
for non-(dficial business and it is the <lesire of Government to have a 
full (lihcussiou of this (luestion and a stutemeut of the Government 
pliUM'd bciore the House aud to have a ilecision of the House, if any 
decision is arrived at, as i|uiekly as possible. We feel, Sir, that a post- 
ponement <d this matter may lead to unplea.sant con^quences. We 
would like to have a discussion — a discussion full and free — and a 
deci.^ion, if any decision \> to Ve taken, as quickly as possible. I suggest 
therefore that the motion be discussed and completed this sitjting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bose, do you like that the discussion of this 
rest)lutuon should continue lill the next sitting or that it should be* 
fini.Hhed to-day. * 
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Mft SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, I ag^ree with^the Chief 
Minister thal we should fiuish the discussiou and come to a decision^ 
if necessary, to-night. TVe are prepared to* sit beyond 8 o’clock. 

Tho Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have got a lengthy 

statement to make and I hope you will allow me sufficient time to do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Nazimuddin, 1 >hall cull on you presently 
to sj>eak. But before 1 finally decide as to the time of sitting I want 
to enquire if you are prepared to sit till 8 o’clock. If that be so, 1 
proi»ose to fix the maximum time at 7"4o, after which 1 will ^ut the 
motion for the decision of tlie House. By virtue of the jiower which 
is vested in me under section tlie Sjieaker itlay, in the case of 

an\ resolution for the discussion of which he 1ms alh»1l4*d tlu‘ maximum 
time under stih-sei'tioii (/), ]ir(*scrihe a tiinc‘-limit for speeche.s shorter 
than that relerred to in (hat Standing Order — No. 5!). So after tlie 
reply of the Ilon ble Home Mini>tcr t will fix the time-limil tor speeches 
at ll) minutes for ever\ speaker with a view to allow memhers of all 
8e(1i(m> to purticipati* in this th‘bate. 

A in6inb6r: Sn, what will happen to the non-4ifficial re.stdiitious 
which have heen taldcdy Will they he shelved or another day be 
giMMi for them'' 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am .sorr> 1 hav4' no in format ittii on HiIh point. 

1 now (all^U 4 >(ui the llon’hli* Home Minister to make Imm st^itement. 

The Hon'ble Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN : 1 am glad to have this 

opporliinit\ o( plai mg bctoie tiie Hous4* the j»oli<y of Oovernmeiil lu 
conncclion with the releasi- of detenus. .Since the pres^mt (iovernment 
as*'iiiued oliice the ([uestion of release of detenus has been tlie cliief 
Hubjcii of dismission in the press an<l phitfonn. 1 fe«*l, therefore, that 
a eouijirehiuisive statement on ihi.s subject may helj) in tiiriving at a 
sat .'.tactorv solution of (he problem. In this coiiio‘< tion I would like 
to draw the attention of the members of this House, to u piinled Memo- 
randum, a copy of which, I hope every member of this House has 
received. The Memorunduiii gives detailed information about tl»« 
treatment ol delaniLs in jails, camps, village domicile and home domicile. 
This ban i>een complied with a view* to supply information to tho mem- 
bers of the Hd!i»e and to the general pliblic regarding the conditions 
jiuder Wahicli tlie young men are detained, and the kind of treatmei^ 
tbe\ received^at the hands of Government. This, I hoj>e, may help in 
removing some of the adverse impressions which may have taien created 
in the minds of the members of this House bn account of the writings 
in the press in this connection, • 
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In my, opinion, the^q^ections raised in connection with the question 
of detenus can be classified under four heads: — 

(7) The first and foremost is that Government has no right to detain 
a person without an -open trial. 

{ 2 ) Secondly, that those who are detained under the Bengal* Criminal 
Law Amendment Act under Reguluation III are innocent, 
and are being detained on the reports of informers and 
agents who supply false reports merely to extract money 
from Governineni. 

( 2 ) Thirdly, there having been no acts of violence during the last 
• year or two and the political situation having changed owing 
to the inauguration of the new constitution, there is no 
. necessity of keeping ihest; persons under detention. 

( 4 ) Fourthly, (iovernnient can release all the detenus immediately 
and if they revert to terrorism again Government have got 
ample jiowers to take action against them and, if necessary, 
tliey can take more drastic im^sures than before. 

So far as the demamls that are being made in such volume and with 
such emphasis, mendy reflect a naftiral human impulse of the average 
man who would like to see the system of detention without trial ended 
ns soon as possible, there is little to be said, 'rhere are very few in any 
community or any grade of society who would not echo that wish from 
their hearts. 

Hut it is necessary to go a little deeper and to examine what is stated 
— and, ]M*rhaps even more important — what is left ui»stated in repre- 
sentations that come to Government from thos^ who claim to speak 
witii a sense of responsibility to society as a whole. 

It is said that the detenus ought to be rf*leas<*d at once because they 
are detained without trail. In the same connection it is said that the 
detenus mvist be presumed iiiiioceiit because they have not been convicted 
in open court. Now, both these statements are propositions of law; 
but they are not isolated propositions that can stand alone apart from 
the general conception of law to whi<*h they belong. They are part of 
a system of law which presupposes that every free citizen of the State 
has an active share in the responsibility for maintaining not onLv the 
integrity but also the ettectiveness of law in matters fundamental to 
society. That stime conception of law and the rule of law presupposes 
(he absence of dire emergency which endangers the law itself. Many, 
unfortunately, have been the cases when informers, approvers, witnesses, 
police officers known to be tia< kiiig terrorist conspiracies, and even 
judges have been brutally murdered, who could never have run into 
any danger if there had been no open trial. Even High Court Judges 
have been threatened when t^nsidering appejils f’^oiu subordinate courts 
in terrorist cases. 
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These men aie detained without trial Se<^se they are believed to 
ha\e set the^ji^elves deliberately to undermine’ by the xxm oi force in 
its most detestable form, the whole structure of ordered Oovernineut 
and the 'ordinary processes of criminal justice upon which alone can 
rest the rule of law to which they now appeal. Moreover, not onlv did 
the terrorists set themselves to that task but they deliberately counted 
upon the liberality of the ordinary law to assist their desijrns. Whether 
or not the detenus aie individually asstu'iated with that attempt is a 
matter of judgment in each individual case and not a tpiestion of prin- 
ciple at all. 

I now turn to the contention that detenus must be presumed to be 
innocent because they have r»ot been convicted in open tnmrt# This 
presumption, though bv no intnins univermil in civilised countries, is a 
traditional principle of the normal law of Knglaml and consiMpietitly 
of British India But what bcctunes of that principle if its application 
involves gmve peril to the normal working of the machinery of justice 
and undermines ordered sociels itself ^ In times of grmt emergency 
neither individuals mir (iovcrnnitoits would survive if they were to 
regulati* their (midint b\ tlie presumption tliut a man was not only 
innoient but also harinb-Ns until lie bud Ikmmi convicted l»\ process of 
law. 

Mor*‘ than once in tlie (»ld Council it has IsaMi stated that save 
pel haps in an in-iMniiicakt proportion of cas4‘s the complieily of the 
iletenus is bevpml • doubt . I may inform the House that the same ron- 
clusion wa.s le^n hed b> Sii N. (K ( 'haiidraNorkar and Justice (h I*. 
Beaclicrott, two High Court Judges in IJHM. 

They sauf aftt'i an exaniiiiulion of 8tM> (.aM‘s of inlerneeM that in 
only t) of them ilid ^|e\ think there were insufficient grounds for the 
action taken They went on to say, after this detaibul examination of 
individmil cases, that they suppitrted the conclusion formulated pre- 
viously by another committee that revfdiitionary conspiiticies of the 
crimes tlpit iiad o< i urred in Bengal rould not be < hci ked liy the ordinary 
jirocesses of (he law. 

It is true that tlie above remarks were made by the two High Court 
Judges in 1918 Imt the jirineijde is tlie same and the system is sucli 
that the chances of inno(;eiit persons being detained are extremely remote. 
Xo person is ever detained on the report of a single agent. The in- 
variable practice is to take action only when a number of agents wholly 
unknown to one ’another, residing in difierent parts of the country witii 
no possible coiyiection between them, nyjort about the activities of a 
certain person. In most cases thes<* report.H are corroborated by con- 
fessions, *by documents seized in setircbes and recovered by other method#. 
When there •is a mass of evidence against a j>erson, then only 
action js taken by Goveniment. I would lifce to stress the fact of the 
agents being iinkiiowi^to one auotberr Adyone who supplies secret ki- 
foi^iiation runs a great risk and he t|ikes the utmost *precautiou that 
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if# identity is not known <o anyone beyond the person to whom the 
information is communicated. Therefore, it is not possible for ag:«nt8 
to know what has been stated by other agents. Besides the officers of 
Government naturally take ‘great care in sifting the reporta that they 
receive from various agents. 

All informtition collected in the province is sent to the Central 
Intelligence Branch and dealt with there. The identity of every agent 
is eslahlished and checked so that there can be no possibility of the 
same ageni being given different numbers. This prevents the possi- 
bility of one person masquerading as a series of agents. In the Central 
Intelligeriee Brunch the information against each individual is care- 
fully ^cru1inis(‘d, first by the regional Deputy Superintendents, then 
by the regional J^iecial Sui>erintendents and finally by the Deputy 
Inspector-General of Police himself who sends on the complete record 
to Government with a recommendation as to how the individual should 
be dealt with. At the same time that this case goes on to Government, 
a du|)licate copy of the inforinatioii is laid before two Special Judges 
for scrutiny. The (!aHe is carefiilly examined hy the Additional Secre- 
tary to Government and forwarded to the Member or Minister-in-charge 
for final orders. Tf the Judges rejiort that evidence against any indi- 
vidtial is not conclusiv<‘, this deidsion is accepted, and orders passed 
for release. At th«‘ same time that the evidence is sent to the Judges, 
a copy of the charges is presented to the detenu who is asked to reply 
to them. 

The House may he interc.‘'tc(l to hear a sample of the kind of 
information on which an offender is dealt with under the Bengal 
Criminal l^aw Arnendnierit Aet. 

Protap llakshit of Chittagong was detaiirc-*! under the Bengal 
Criminal I>aw Amendment Act in Pt25 ainl was leleased in 1928. In 
August, 1928, one agent rejxirted that Prolap was trying to recover 
certain arms which he had had in his posstw^nm before bis arrest. In 
May, 1929, another agent rejxirted that the t'hiltagong parti"* to wdiich 
Protap belonged had their heiuhjuarters in a dyeing and cleaning shop 
in Isilcuita. Protap himself was reported to have gone to Rangoon in 
July to strengthen the terrorist organisation there, particularly the 
section which was preparing for immediate violence. In September 
1929 another agent reported that the Chittagong ten orists were getting 
annoyed with the activity of the police but that Protap had informed 
them that prejmrations were being made to deal with these officers. 

In November 1929 aiiothfT agent reported that Prhtap intended to 
wisit Rangoon and Singajwre for the purpose of arranging a supply 
of arras through meinliers of the conspiracy in those places. Before 
the end of the year, this information was corroborated by several 
other ^agents. On 2l8t Decewber the Burma Criminal InteUigence 
Department reported that Protap had recently Visited Burma and that 
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Protap and another person were trying to disoover u route ^hy wliich 
I’evplutionaries could smug-gle arms across the Burmese frontier. He 
was also trying to establish connection with the revolutionaries in the 
Straits Settlement and the Far hkst and tvas trying to obtain the co- 
operation of the Burmese revolutionaries in the case of n mutiny in 
India.. Pxotap was reported to have hroiight some tirearms back with 
him when he returned to Fhittagong on the 25th of December 1929. 
During. May 19d0 a letter written hy Brotap was re<‘ov(‘re(l in a house 
starch in Rangcwn. In tliis letter Brotii]) gave information that one 
itf the members in Bimmi \Aas a spy. He warnetl th<‘ Burmese memlH‘rs 
that any efforts to unde? take ?cvtdutioii tin a big scale was impossible 
??nd told them to susfa iid irll m tivitics oiitil he (‘(»mmuni(’nt(4 with 
them later. He addinl that the police had ciuiie im know what they 
were doing and warned tliciu that the\ were tunning tht' risk <»f losing 
their arms and fund.s. 

This letter fully suhstjintijited the information alM>ut his mission to 
Burma as described l»y th<‘ jjgcnts rc-ferriMl to. 

After JVotap’s return from Buima to ('hittagong in he was 

reported to he lumping the Jugaiitar uhsconders of the Bai?l ('ase and 
(o be p!uiiriit?g to murder the distrii't oHiciuls in Chittagong. He waa 
aKo in clrarge of the Comilla .\nushilan terrorists who were prt*paring 
for Jin outbreak (»f viol(‘nce. He was arrested on 2nd S<*pteinl)er 19‘10. 

While Brotap was* in jail <‘amj) between 19d! and Bbt'i several 
apents reported that he wa** issuing orders to the orgjinisaf ions outside, 
He was planning jail es<af>es and diiectiiig certniti individuals in 
\illage (iomi(jle t(» ahseoird and ttike up a? ti\e teirorism. 

In Jtk'i'i when a great many Amislrilan nbseomlers liad ?*oneentrated 
in Calcutta, info? inatlfm wa^ ?e«i*ived that they had collected dynurnite 
Jind arms foi the [mr'|K)^(* of d<*railing His Kxtellem’V the (foveniot's 
train and attacking tlu* (ioveinoi ami other oflieials after the train 
hud Ireen wrecked. ]*rt»tap at tlii.s time H«*nt out a ovplu'r message front 
Buxa camp through another detenu ordering the organisation fa 
carry out the plan. Thi** gang f>f Anushilan uhsiomlers was subse- 
quently pn^eeuted in what is known the 1 nter provincial Cai 4 e. 

In 19d:{ it was reported that Brotap had brought a sum (»f Kh. 1,000 
from Buxii camp to the Bresideney Jail.* This money was intended 
to l>e pasw^d out of jail to assist the plans of the organisation outside 
for enabling the Anushilan prisorier.s in the jail to esrrape. Of this 
amount a G. C. note for Bs. l.OtKt was aetunlly recxrvered from a 
detenu who waf b^ing sent to home doiiifeile in the district of Jessore. 
JThis plan for est^ape was actually carried out in the middle of 19*14 
when some the most important Anushilan leaders of this group 
managed to effect their escape from the Alijxrre Central Jail. 

This history sbeet^hows a typical ras4 of a leader responiffble for 
the (iommiasion pf many crimes and ^for planning many others that 
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could not be carried out owing to these plans being frustrated by the 
police. He has never put himself in a position in which he could be 
criminally prosecuted in any court. It is itppossible to suggest any 
other means than detention *for dealing with a case of this description. 
The whole history shows that not onlj’^ before arrest but while under 
tletention he was one of the most important figures in the Anushilan 
( :>nBpiracy and showed no signs of giving up what he considered to be 
his mission in life, namely, to bring about an armed revolution in 
Bengal. 

The third issue is that terrorism is now dead and therefore there 
is no danger in releasing all the detenus. From the perusal of the 
iiiformaiion in the hands of Government I can speak with full respon- 
sibility that terroHsra is not dea4l. It has, thank God, been brought 
under control owing largely to the admittedly drastic measures the 
Government have had to take but it is by no means dead. There are 
still people all over the province trying to reorganise terrorist groups, 
trying to secure lecruits, trying to collect arms with what nefarious 
purpose you well know. 

Those who claim that there is no danger in release ot all [aditical 
prisoners forget that the immediate release of all detenus without 
discrimination has been resorted to on two previous occasions. Tn 1920 
all internees under the Defence of India Act W(*re released and shortly 
afterwards virtually all the repressive laws then rec^uitly enacted were 
repealed. Then also we had a new ciuistitiition which had just been 
ushered in. From 1924 to 192<H detention without trial had again to 
be brought into force, at the end of 1928*29 tluue was another g<‘nerul 
release of all the 171 persons dealt with un<ler special law; hv April 
19-10 nothing remained of that special legislat^ion except the power 
to try hy a special court. It is surely common km>wle(lge, ht)wever 
convenient it may be in controversy to ignore it. that on eacli of those 
occasions within the short period of a year oj tw() terrorism broke out 
afresh with renewed violence. 

May T read out to you, Sir, a few t‘xtra( t> from the newspapers. 
This is, Sir, from ‘Torward” of 2nd March: — 

“Some of the detenus have been released. But their release has 
not opened the flood-gates of terrorism. The Fmpiie has not fallen. 
Fveii the liureamTaey that was so loud in damning the detenus ns 
teinuists miw fights shy of putting forward that silly argument. The 
revolutionary scare no huiger deceives anylmdy. And with the 
^passage of time pt»ople who once supported the Government in their 
polit'v of arrest and incarceration without trial, hav^ <M)me to hold 
opposite views. To cite only one instance, even our Cbowringhee 
opnteiuporary has Wn converted to an ardent champion of the release 
of the detenu^ The obdurate bureaucracy, however, refuses to grow 
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wi«e by the. passage of time. What is more regrettable is that even 
the pace of release by driblets has been slowed down. A ^hick veif 
of lecrecy is^being sought to be drawn up on the life of the detenus in 
jails or in internment feamps. Will the. Bengal Governor tor a 
moment ttlrn his attention from the Commission to the detenu pmblein 
—a problem which torments Bengal every moment. 

‘‘Forward” on the 8th April wrote: — 

'^"ow that the Simon Commission has left the sli<»res of India and 
the Governor of Bengal has been for the time being relieveil of the 
task of manufacturing support for the Cummis.sion will it y too 
mu<‘h to hope that he will turn his attention to the pressing jimblem 
of the detenus — a problem that rankles deep in the heart of the people 
of Bengal. The thousand and one distrneti<uis provided bv the 
animal of the (ommiMsion iiia\ have obliteiated fi'oiu iii'< mind the 
prohlein of the ih^tenus. But not f<»r a moment ean the people of Bengal 
forget their eomiades beliind the prison hats. I'nlil all the vietims 
of the Criminal I.aw Aniemlmeiit Art and the Begnlation III of 1818 
are <lelivcied out ot the jails or places of internment, and those 1 n\(» 
legal ahominat ions removed from the Statute Bmik, Bengal cannot 
e% en think of ( ofistitution Making. Thtise two ‘lawless laws’ ore 
perpetual reminders <d’ the hitter fart that it is under a j>olire raj 
that We live. The people in their helplessness were at one time h*d 
to hope that wen if the policy of giadual release, release hy dribli*ts. 
were stt*adil\ frdloMrti ail the di*tenus might hr released before the vear 
llt27 Was out 

Dr# NALINAK8HA 8ANYAI.S If this is a rejant from ncwspajHii 
that the Hon hie Minister is reading out. ma> I know if it is not the 
convention of this House that no sm h report slmnld la* read out or 
would you like to lav down any other eonvention !" 

Mr# SPEAKER* As a mattn »pf fa«‘t, so faj as I know' the 
Parliamentarv Convention is not to read extraits fiom nrwspa|H‘rs. 
But if any Honourable member with a view illustrate his uigument 
reads some extra* ts I think it is allowed in the House of (’ommons 
also. I hope the Hon’ble Sir NaKimtiddin will iea<l as little as 
po.ssible from newspapers. 

The Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: He is not reading 

newspaper re|>orts; but he is .simply quoting some comments firm 
Newspaper. * 

^ Mr* , SPEAKER* Yes, the Honlde Fvir ^arimuddin can tjo that 
briefly in developing Inis points. * * * 

3 
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TtM Hon’bld Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINT But the hopes of the 
people in that direction have been falsified. And as for the det^us, 
oonstantly floating upon hopes and despairs, their condition can better 
be imagined than described. Most of them have suffered ,more than 
three years of incarceration, and it is no wonder their healths have 
broken down. It is extremely regrettable that even humanitarian 
considerations have ceased to weigh with the bureaucracy. 

“Bengalee” (Calcutta) of the 7th February 1925 wrote as follows: — 

“The Government have also said that the special measure adopted 
by tjiem for the purpose of putting down terrorism will itself be a 
check on terrorist organisation even if it be not put in operation. 
Why cannot they then release the detenus and watch the effect of 
this measure? If the release of the prisoners give a fresh impetus 
to the movement, its leaders being known to the Government, the 
latter can take immediate steps to counteract with the help of the 
new law. There is, therefore, not the least justification for keeping 

the prisonei'H in detention in this altered situation If His 

Excellency the Governor be not determined to kill the Reforms, hie 
clear duty is to send for Mr, Chakrahurtty and assure him that the 
detenus couhl be released without dehiy. \\v shall not say that the 
future of Bengal lies with the Government but a gieat deal of friidion 
and irritation may be avoided if the Government so choose.” 

“Bengalee” (Calcutta) week-ending 12th November 1927 wrote as 
ffdlows : — 

“Sir Stanley Jackson has held out hopes f>t lideasing all internees 
by the end <»f the year. AVhy not expedite tfiat work so as to make 
an announcement ]>ossibh‘ with tin* publiiation of the personnel of 
the Statutory Commission befoie Parliament meets? The method 
pursued so fur has failed to produce any definite public impression. 
A bold ]K)licy is Iik<dy t(» change the pcditicul situation quite 
considerably.” 

If the dates had not been menticmed, the members of this Mouse 
wouhl have come to the coaclusion that I am quoting from the news- 
paper cuttings ot June and .luly 19J7. Practically the same language 
is being used now. but aftei lh(‘ release of all detenus and the repeal 
of all repressive laws in 192S terrorism in its worst form broke out in 

19d0. 

V There is a saying which like most sayings I hat have t^ikeii firm 
root in the languag’e of the people emljodies u large element of truth 
“Once bitten twice shy”. Popular phrase-makers have not apparently 
thought it worthwhile to provide a metaphor for the rar® case of him 
who has been bittan twice. 
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I veBtoK to doubt whether anyone applying a reapotpiible and 
impartial jvdgoient to those farts and considerations that I hare 
aonght as briefly as possible to lay before you would find it in hit 
consriende to say that any responsible-authority rhargeil with the 
n)untenance of public security, would be justified in view of those fai ts 
and (^nsjderatiang in returning the siiiiplt* answer “\W to the 
requests of those who as a matter of principle are demaq^liutf'the 
immediate release of all detenus. 


No one can say positively what is going to hapjH*n in the futun*. 
>0 one can >tate definitely that if all the detenus are released there 
'Mil not l»e mTudescemc of tent.risni. (itfM*nimen( can onlv^go on 
the facts and information in then pt)^ses^ion ami the experieme 
of the past. In particular uc do not \et km>w what is going to he 
the effect of the leceiit constitutional < hanges when the nature and 
extent of the tiaiisfer (d responsihility which they involve is fully 
realised and the cmintiy ha** hail the time to settle down under the 
new f'omlition. We may loqu* that the general atmosphere may then 
he smh that th<‘ teinnist \iius will he unahle to live. Hut it is tmi 
■^«K)n to r^peak with c<mfi(leiiee. I would now like you to (Mitisider wlndher 
in view ot the pa>t expfuienee any res|kinHihle (Government can afford 
to take the lisk n\ immediate release of all detenus. On 1st dunuury 
theie were 171 pei soils in eiistfaly as detenus or State prisoners. 
All were ielease«] . hetwe,-n HfJS and Of these, rm fewer than 

«• took pait in’tlo' ('hiflagong Armomy Haid, <i others were convicte<l 
for other (linus of vjoleme. ffS wrie dealt with under Hegiilation 111 
and Jieiigaj (^liniinal Law Amendments Act and out of the whole 171 
Oiere were only oft who had not to he made amenahle \n the law in 
• »ne wa\ or another, *- 


As legurds fhe fouith issue, namel\, that t hivto nmeiit can ndeam* 
• ill the <letenus imnh‘dijitfdy and if they lenew teiroiism tfiey have 
ainplu^pow ei s tf) lake a* tinn against tfiem and if iieressary they can 
»ake more diuslic measures than hefoio. 


The expexionce of shf»ws the diflieullies nl taking immediate 

attion against those who ri^veit to lernii isiii. (tovernment ('aniiot 
act unless there is repoit fiom different stiurces and they are HUtisfied 
that the man is really involved in a criminal conspiracy. These men 
a(t secretly and taking lesson from the past experience improve their 
methods so that information is not always easily available against 
them. Ihe dant-er f<ir the futuie is real*«nd can he judged from the 
extracte .from authentic revolutionary docuiuents choeen at randon# 
from hundreds of others. The following is an extract from a dwument 
found in the search of the house of Mrs. Bimal Pratira Dehi in 
Calcutta* in 19-il which gives a clue (o*t(e future plans ol thesa 
rerolutionaries. * • 
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. Mr, SPEAKER: How long will you take" to finish’ your state- 
ment, Sir NazimuddinP r , 

The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Another 15 minutes, I 

should think. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case, I think 1 had better adjourn the 
HouHe npw for 15 minutes. 


(Adjournment. ) 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8YE0 JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: In view of the remarks 
from the Chair, I submit that I sliould have been allowed to move my 
amendment before my friend the Khan Sahib. My amendment is 
more specific inasmuch as it gives a definite time and says “released 
before the next Puja liolidays.” On grounds of l)e8t principle, I sub- 
mit thaf I should have been allowed to move my amendment first. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Will y(ui idca-^e hand yo\n amendment over to 
meP 

1 would request the Uon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin not to take 
more than 5 minutes over his statement, because there is hardly any 
more time, with so many membei^s wishing to speak. 

The HoiPble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is a very important 
statement, and 1 should like to be allowed to state it fully before the 
House. . 

Mrt SPEAKER: I realize the difficulty, but as 1 have already said 
there will hardly be any time left for debate if you take a still longer 
time. 

It is 7-15 and unless all the sections of the House agree in extending 
the time, there would be hardly any time left for debate. I am quite 
prepared to sit up if the leaders of the different groups have nt) 
objection. Tn nil fairness io tlie debate I should give an opjwrtunity 
to every section of the Hou.se to parti(‘ipote 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May 1 sugge^st, Sir, on behalf 
of my party that we continue till 9 p.m. to-night, otherwise it will 
bo impossible to give chan(\* to the speakers on different sides of the 
^ House. Moreover, Sir, I did not raise any point of order Regarding 
the Hon ’hie Home Minister’s written composition because he said 
that he was rt&ading a statement of Government’s policy. You will 
have «to decide whether ‘it* is a statement or an essay on the rule of 
law and the admiftistnUive law, * 
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Mr GEOItCE CAMPBELL: We have no objection ^to sit till 
9 

Mr* i*. W. CHIPPENDALE: I do not wish to interfere with the 
wishes of the majority. We want to ‘hear the leaders of the House, 

Mti SPEAKER: The debate will not, therefore, be eoiuluded at 
7-45. As a result of the trend of the deluite, I will decide* the time 
that will be fixed. I will reciuest Sir Nazinuiddin to be as brief 

as possible. It is an important statement of policy, but I hope he 
would try to be as short as possible. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Il^e is the exirnct. 
“After the present movement ends you will find distrust and 
some disappointment amonj^st the sincere revolutionary workers. Hut 
you need not worry. Lwive sentimentalism aside. He prep 4 ired to 
face the facts. Revolution is a very difficult task. It is beyond the 
power of any man to make a revolution. Neither can it be broujrht 
about on any appointed date. It is brought about by special environ- 
ments, social and ((xmomic. The function of an orj?anised party is to 
utilise any such opportunity offered by these circumstances. And to 
prepare the musses and or^ranise the forces for the revolution is a very 
diffi<*ult task. And that je(piire8 a very great sacrifice on the part 
of the revolut^ionary workers. Let me make it clear that if you are 
a busine.Hsman or an established worldly or family man, please do not 
play with fire. As a leader you are of no use to the party. We have 
already very •many such leaders who spare some evening hours for 
delivering speeches. They are useless. We recpiire — to use the term 
80 dear to Lenin — the ‘professional rev<dutionaries’ — the whole-time 
woikers who have no other ambition or life work except tfie revolu- 
tion. The greater the number of such workers organised into a party 
the greajer the chances of your success”. 

1 need liardly say tiuit the professional revolutionaries referred to 
here are these very members of terrorist organisiitions whf) are now 
in detention*. 

“Terrorism and revfdution are not tl»f» same and they are also not 
without connection with each other. Terrorisiii demands protests 
against injustice and retaliation on the unjust. The goal of revolu- 
tion is independence — complete independence. Terrorism is the 
beginning of the journey and revolution# its end. Terrorism will take 
its way^ by the broad path of revolution and will remove all obstacles 
on the path of revolution. This alone is its worth and this alone, ts 
its utility.”* 

That is one extract, here is another from a pamphlet circulated by 
the communist party of India at the recent Faixpmr Congress. 



u 


BE80LUTION8. 


[9th Am., 


ea^e all fighters far freedom; withdraw the ordinances. We 
^ not make a prayer, promising future co-operation or denying that 
these prisoners were guilty of sedition. On the contrary we proclaim 
that every one of us is guilty of sedition and will always be so.” 

It is clear, therefore^ that the revolutionaries have had for a long 
time clearly defined plans for the future and will make every effort 
to utilise the old terrorist organisation to put these plans into* effect. 

These then are the considerations which any responsible Govern- 
ment has to face in Bengal to-day. 

Beff)re I announce the Government policy there is one other 
argument which ^las been used very frequeiitlv of late in the 
niitionalist press ajid at the various public meetings to which I must 
reply. The present Government has been asked to follow the example 
of Governments in other provinces. Let me intorm the House that 
no other provincial Government has the name problem as we have. 
Both in character and magnitude the terrorist movemejjt in Bengal 
is distinct from all other subversive movements in other provinces. 
The example of Burma has been <|uo1ed and we are asked to release 
all the detenus and political pri.soners because tlie Government r)f 
Burma have released all those who took part in the Tliarawaddy 
rehellion. 

It would he improper for me to ofi’er comment of any kind on 
actiim taken by a neighbouring Government. In the intefest of truth, 
h(»wever, I ought to sity that it is not the fact, as has been frecjuently 
rtip resented or implied, that a general amnesty v^as been extended to 
the Burmese convi<‘ts. 1 have ascertained that uhat has happened is 
that individual cases have been carefully reviewed and that in con- 
sultation with local officers those pri.soners amounting to about three- 
fourths of the whole, who it was considered, could be released' witboul 
risk have been set at liberty. The decision does not apply to a single 
detenu. 

But rwilly there is, I think, very little analogy between the 
Burmese <-ase and ours. An open armed rebellion put down by armed 
for(*e. with the Criminal law playing a subsidiary part, is one thing. 
An insidious murder conspiracy pursued stealthily wifh every artifice 
of concealment and brought under control in the mjin not by the 
application of force but by tlie tightened grip of the law is quite 
aYiother thing. They have this in common that in each ^ase the* 
exercise of clemency must be governed by consideration of safety and 
they have this vital difference tfiat in the case of open armed 
rebellion it is usually much* easier to determine^ whether or not the * 
rebellion and the splfrit of rebellion have really been, stamped out. 
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la Punjab out of six Begulation III prisoners, three pri^iterH are, 
del4|iiied only three were offered to be leleased on giving a written 
assurance that they will not take part in any subversive movement. 
In other 'provinces there are Imrdly any detenus and in no province 
were there so many outrages or so many ofticials or non-officials 
murdered ‘AS in Bengal. Therefore there can be no comparison 
between the action of Government of other provinces and. that of 
Bengal. 

I hope to be excused. Sir, for the length of my speech but this 
is the first opportunity the new Government have had for meeting the 
numerous criticisms of Government action, 1 feel there is st ill^great 
deal to be said in support of (lovernment police hut it he time available 
will not permit me to do so. I want to assure the House most earnest- 
ly that the Chief Ministei and I and everx iiieinher of (iovmnment are 
fully (‘on.scious of the strong puhlit' opini«)n amongst a settimi of the 
people of this province on this (juestion. We have evei\ sympathy 
with tlie parents and guardians. We rwdi.se the suflfering that it has 
ca\ised in many homes and we are most anxious to do everx thing that 
is possible for the release of detenus provided that it is consistent 
with publit' siifety. (iovernment xv(nild, therefore, accept the amend- 
ment No. 2 moved by the Hon’ble Member and xvould like to annount'c 
their policy which is in aixordaiu-e xvith the spirit of the amendment. 

The issue is a simple one. It invcdves a ihoice between two 
alternatix'c policies. One is the poli<y atlvotated by the op|M>8ition 
which xvould ,entail the immediate unconditional release fiom jieten- 
tion or restriction of all detenus, State prisoners, or other periams 
detained or restricted* ^x it hout trial and it has been made abundantly 
clear tliat that pcdicy is only part of a larger policy which includes 
the release of all “political prisoners” and the repeal of all “repressive 
laxxs”. It is as part of that larger policy tliat it has bt*en considered. 
The other* polit'y has been expressed in the terms the aiuendment. 
Government policy based on the amendment is as follows 

The policy of Government will be to go to the tart best limits 
consistent with public safety. They wiHV'e effect to tliat policy by 
a gradual though not unduly dilatory pnxess so that at eu<h succes- 
sive stage they may be guided by the experience of the immediate as 
well a.s the more remote past. Until it is clear that terrorist methods 
have been abariTloued for the future, Government must pay due heed 
tp the experience of the past, but the process of release can be accelerat# 
ed in proportion to the co-operation and support given to the Government 
by the public in rallying opinion against terrorist methods and in 
^reventiivg a recrudescence of terrorism anJ other violent iubveraiye 
movementa. * 
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. For rc^ons I have already given Government have felt bound to 
reject the former policy in favour of the latter. 

We intend to release all. detenus who have been in home* domicile 
for three months or more either- unconditionally or subject to reporting 
of their movements, unless there are exceptional circumstances which 
leave no doubt that it would be unsafe to allow them their liberty. 

2. Similarly we intend to send from village domicile to homft 
domicile those who liave been in village domicile from 3 to 6 months, 
unless we are satisfied in exceptional cases that it is undesirable that 
this should be done until a further period has elapsed. 

3. •‘We have decided to reduce with all possible speed the number 
detained in campsiand jails. 

4. We shall bring back to the province all persons detained under 
llegnlation III or the Bengal CViminal Law Amendment Act outside 
Bengal as stmn as ^^e can make arrangements to receive them. 

0. We propose to give suitable allowances for a limited period to 
released detenus who<c tamily circumstances make it justifiable to 
incur ibis expenditure from public funds. Our object is to give the 
released detenus an opportunity of settling down to some occupation. 

6. Cases of all detenus whose health is a cause of anxiety to 
their relatives will be specially examined by me personally and orders 
will be passed with due regard to the nature of each c^se. 

7. This is intended to be a continuous process pronded as we all 
hope the state of the province justifies it. 

Over and almve the above automatic system of release Government 
make the following offer: — ^ 

If jMirent.s, guardians, or responsible people of the locality come 
forward and promise to look after, to keep in touch with and advise 
any detenu as to his choice of profession or other means of livelihood 
and in all respects do everything possible to assist the detenu to find 
his way l>ai'k to a normal and useful position in aoifiety, then the 
detenu can be relea.sed provided he is not one of those whose attitude 
for the time being points definitely against release. 

Government are spending large sums on the maintenance of 
detention camps and out of savings effected under this head they will 
l>e able to make adetjuate funds available to give suitable allowance 
to the gentlemen appointed as guardians to enable tjiem to pay for 
the maintenance of the persons under their charge and other necessary 
bxpensei during his period of assimilation which wdll extend to one 
year. During that period the only condition imposed* will be that 
detenus shouitlJellow the, advice of their guardians and apply all 
their ehergies to fitting thhmselves for such profession or calling as 
they may choose, t'ailure on their part to observe, these conditions 
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wcmld be reported to Government for appropriate action. A# the same 
tinite Governfiaent on their part will do everything in their power to 
encourage a sympathetic attitude on the part of prospective employers 
towards the aspirations of young men of whose desire to lead a whole^ 
some and normal life they may be satisfied. In short the policy of 
Government is to release the detenus as rapidly as possible consistent- 
ly with public safety, ensuring as far as they can that those* released 
have opportunities of settling down to normal life of useful 
citizenship. 

Sir, I now projmse to quote some figures which I am sure will interest 
the House, • 

Since the 1st April liave decided to allow sothc form of relaxa- 
tion in about l,(K>b cases. I admit at once that this number includes 
transfers from (‘amps to village domicile, but 1 should like to bring out 
the iK)int that ’Job pt'ople who were in some form of (dose restraint in 
(‘ain])s, village domic ile or bonn* domicile on the dlst Mar(‘h have been 
released either unconditionally or subject to rejiorting their movements. 
Another figure which may inter(‘st the House is that since the Ist April 
the number of detenus in jails, lamj^s and village domicile taken to- 
gether has fttlb*n by al>out dJ'), while alnnit ItM) more will shortly ho 
transferred to training camps with a view to being uneonditionally 
released on completion of tludr course of instructions. In BrfX)rdan(*c 
with the policy wfiicdi I have just announced I hope that orders for the 
release of about J/)0 persc>ns now in home domicile will shortly be 
issued. 

The figures that I have just now (pioted show that a very large 
number of detenus hare been released and will be released owing to the 
steps taken by the present (iovernmeiit. I can assure the House and 
the ptHjpile of Bengal that one of the direct con.seqiiences of the* policy of 
tihe present Government has been (b*finitely tc* expedite the process of 
release of. the detenus. The present riovernmenl is not vindictive to- 
wards the detenus and they are anxious to put an end to (jonditiona 
which are causing suffcTing and hardship to such a large number of 
parents of this province. Not a single detenu will be detained a day 
longer than is abwdutely nere.ssary in the interest of public safety. But 
I would like again to emphasise* the fm t that the process of release will 
depend largely on the co-operation and support that the (iovernrnerit 
receive in favour of the jKdicy aiimmnced, and in creating an atmos- 
phere w'hich w^iy prevent young men from faking to subversive activities. 
It is to be noted further that the (Congress leaders who have lieen fore- 
most in ^demanding acceptance of the policy of wholesale release havS 
never claimed that the terrorists are amenable to their control. Gov- 
^emment have never made the assumption that they are ; AW'^m plica tiona 
of such an assumptions would be very damaging. But Congress* leader* 
can help a great. deal in creating a fayourable atmosphere. 
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, I welc^e the announcement of one of Bcngars most prominent 
Congress leaders a few days ago that Congress would, whatever might 
he the policy of Government, put forth every effort to combat the spirit 
of terrorism. When the stage of deflate is passed and there is -no longer 
any room for doubt regarding the policy which will in fact be put into 
execution I would appeal for the fullest measure of co-operation 
from all cjuarlers so that the ultimate goal which is common to us all, 
tlie restoration of normal conditions throughout the province, may be 
approached as rapidly as the inexorable facts of the situation will per- 
mit. No one who has clear recollection of the appalling condition 
of the province a few years ago can fail to rejoice that the outrages and 
<lisor(l^ consecpient upon terrorism have been suppiessed. No one who 
has at heart the iiii'ereHt of the province or has any reail sympathy for 
the younger generation can, I trust, contemplate with equanimity any 
oourse of action that might enable terrorism to rear its head again. 

Before I conclude I would like to app^^al once more to the members 
of the OpiM)sition and the p(H)ple of Bengal. The new constitution has 
given us vjist powers. There is a great field for constructive work and 
riual reconst ructi<»n. Kveryone in Bengal is agreed upon one question, 
namely, that every effort should he made for the welfare of the masses, 
for rural reconstruction, economic d(‘Velopment of tihe province and in- 
creasing purchasing powers of the ryots. Bet us all make an attempt to 
■create ctuiditions where all our eiiergies and efforts may be concMunratetl 
to give effect to th<‘ above ideal. If the constitution is to be changed, let 
it be through evolutionary processes rather tluin by revolutionary 
methods. Do not create a feeling' of hostility and bitterness against 
existing conditions, as an attitude of despaii can only find exj^ression 
in lawlessness and violence, Iit‘t the meml>ers of /he Opposition concen- 
trate on constriK'ti ve criticisms of Government’s iMilicy and programme. 
Let eveyoiie in Bengal come forward and (*o-operate with Government 
in rural reconstruction work and I am .sure, by the grace of God, we 
wiki soon be able to bring alamt marked improvement in the. condition 
of the people of the province. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have just received a notice from Mr. Jalaluddin 
Hashemy that he would add \he word “thereafter” in his amendment. 
His amendment will run thu.s: — 

“Immediate release and thereafter all restrictions* put upon them 
will be removed”. 

* 1 have permitted him t4» do so. I have also received a short notice- 
amendment to add some words from Mr. Afzal who wanted to put in 
the words “as early as possible”. I have permitted him to do that 
and Mr. Aftal will formally move it. In iha^ case Maulvi Tamis-* 
uddin Khan’s amendment will he moved formally.. 
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Mr. tYE6 JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: I formerly move that th» 

word “thereafter” be added after the word “remoTal” in the last line. 


Mr. AFEAL: I move that 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. Spe^iker, I think there 
is an ttdvantaf^e both to the Speaker -and to the House when speaker 
not to confine himself to a written manuscript. Ha<l the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nezimuddin not been constrained to rend out a lonj? speech, 
he would probably have been more responsive to the temper and feelin^rs 
of this side of the House. It is not public security that he was plead- 
in^^ for. I am afraid his speech justifies the impression that it iK)t 
so much public security that he lunl in mind as tV security of the 
employment of the eleven Ministers and of others in the offing a.spiriufr 
after minor jobs. 

I suppose we must be thankful even tor .>mall mercies: the small 
mercies that have been pronii.seil to the people who have been, in some 
ca‘*es, detained for 7 or 8 years without trial. 1 think the statement of 
pfilicy by the Hon’ble Home Minister is not only disa])pointin^? but 
I>o^itively mischievou.". The Hon'ble the Home Minister (juoted an 
extract from a statement b\ two .ludjjres in the year H)18. 1 ventured 

to interrupt him at that sta^^e; and I did so because that statement by 
tiie late Mr. Justices (’handavarkar and the late Mr. Justice Heacbcroft 
has been exceciiated by all tlie jurists in this country. As my late chief 
ami master once said, it is a womler that Jml^es can be found to 
adjudicate upon dead re('ord> It may not be known to Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sii Nazimuddhi but it is a fact tliat on the floor of the Indian Hegia- 
lutive As.semblx Sir Malcom Hailey, who is now Lord Hailey, said on 
one occa.sion in HI24 tliat two Judges of the High (ourt had been 
appointed to look into the cases of the Hengnl detenus. We found out 
that that statement was more than incorrect and we put a question to 
him; and jie had to make the admission that the High (ourt Judges had 
refused to*a<ljudicate upon dead records. It is true that some sort of 
Judges had agreed to adjudicate upon dead records. But I think they 
were not Judges worth the name. My HoiTble friend Mr. Suhrawardy 
retorted when I interrupted the Home Mimster regarding the report of 
Chandavarkar and Beachcroft that these gentlemen were High CJourt 
Judges. That fact strengthen.s my argument; and it is a greater 
ehame that two High C ourt Judges were found to adjudicate upon dead 
records. 


• Mr. I:. T. MAGUIRE 8 On a point of order. Sir. Can any membei* 
attack the Jut^es of the High Court in this manner? 

. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ik is not permissible *to cast reflection uifOn the 
J'odgee of the High Court but I bflieTe, Mr. T. C, Goswami waa 
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referring do dead facts of history. I myself thought of it and I found 
Mr. Goswami confined himself to historical facts. 

Mr. TUL8I' CHANDRA GOSWAMI : You, Sir, hare already given 
your ruling; but if I am further allowed to enlighten my hon’ble friend 
over there, I was not criticising Judges in their judicial capacity, but 
in their .extra-judicial capacity; and it is these activities of an extra- 
judicial or unjudicial character which have been condemned. 

It has been said that terrorism is dead. Yes, terrorism is dead, 
because people have realised that that is a method which will never 
succeed. It is probably true that in the earlier years of the Swadhesi 
movement tliere w^s a certain amount of sneaking public sympathy for 
terrorism. It is no use denying the fact. Ihit for many years it has 
been felt that the method of the bomb and the revolver will not liberate 
any (^ountr 3 '; and that feeling has been given expression to not merely by 
the great headers of the (’ongress but also by the rank and file of the Con- 
gress. I think 1 am right in ^aying that public opinion will help Gov- 
erninent much more than <letention without trial in suppressing terro- 
rism. lUit are you (juite sure, Sir, that in spite of your continued 
policy of detention — the Home Minister has in his speech fc^reshadowed 
a policy of continued detention — people would not be so exasperated 
that they might not, in spite of the advice of their leaders and in spite 
of the sage counsel of their elders resort to acts of violence, if for no 
other reason, out of sheer exasperation. 

(A Voica: Do you throw out a threat?) 

I am not throwing a threat but I am speukkig with a full sense of 
my responsibility and as one of the officers of the greatest party in this 
country, I have a responsibility' and I speak with the utmost sense of 
responsibility when I say that a policy of continued detention under the 
present U(»v(*riiment might exasperate the people. 

Then, Sir, our chief obje< tion to detention without trial is that it 
poisons the atmosphere of the country. The enormous nutnber of spies, 
named and unnamed, who are roaming throughout the country, have 
really poisoned the atmosphere of the country. No one believes that all 
or even most of the detenus are criminals. Even if they had been 
criminals they have served out their sentence during their periods 
of detention. Therefore, if ^vou continue to have spi^s in such large 
iiumbt'rs, .vou will find the atmosphere of tlie country vitiated. I have 
Slot the time at my disposal to go more fully into the subject. My leader, 
Mr. Bose, will deal with this and other aspects of the question. But I 
think I may, with your permission, Sir, read out a poem of Rabindra 
Nath Tagore which sums up the whole problem,* I ask your indulgeoca 
to repeat it in original as I do i\ot wish to spoil it by trying to imnslate 
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it in my slipshod English. The poem was written soon after the Hijli 
mujders — I use the word “murders.’* This is what he wrote! 

iM<R, jfR ^ •trtrcfR 

rc«[ TO. iwr TOT TO, TO, 

^TOTl — 

^«tl5 irr?[r, TO®T*ti ?rr?T, 

wfsr irrro ^ 

intR C5 crott TOR ?TtlI-ITT?[ 

cTOCf f=c5Rm. — 

croff to? ctotr 

[?bTc?? ?r«T^ ?1?c? ^rm i 
cntR C? ^«T ?T5r^ TO 
^'jRT? *^c?c¥ arro 7f^ \ \ 

^ TOT? ?7? 2?TfTO, smi H y ^ i STOT 
TO?W^T? TOT. 

TOKf TOT? ^ ^HTO? TO. 

CFTtTOT cron — 

TOT?T CTOT? f??Ttrf ?r?;;;. U^srtfj c? ctot. 

^ ijTTO ^?ii vrr. TOTf 6Ttwrn* 

Mr. AFTAB ALif Sir I rihf to suppoit tlie amendment mf>ved by 
my friend, Mr. Haahemy, and in doing so 1 wish to impress upon the 
members of this House that in the speech delivered by Khan Sahib 
Syed Muhammad Afsal he has tri<*d to mix up this ({uestion witli the 
matter of no-(onhden<'e in the Ministrv — the so-chIUmI MjjhIciii Ministry 
— and has thereby evidently tried to misleacl the Mosbon members (d tliis 
House. Thjs is not a question of eonfi<lenee or no-eonfidenee. This 
is not a question ot whidi of the parties is to rule and which is not to 
rule. It is a question of ordinary fundaflientul principle: that a per- 
son should not be detained without trial. I submit, Sir, that by crush- 
ing such funditA^ental rights, by crushing the rights of humanity — 
rights, for which men have from generation to generation laid down their 
lives and everything they had near andalear to them — no Government 
can coi^inuc long. I submit. Sir, that a Government which tries to c[o 
so is living in a fool’s paradise. 1 also submit, Sir, that it will be the 
height of absurdity, the height of foolishness to mislead the members of 
• this House to think that the question of^ %o-confideiice” is bound up 
with this question. Sir, although I represent Labour, I am a^osldba. 
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I am proud that I am a Moslem. I fail to understaod why a cry has 
‘been raisld both within and outside this House in the name of a "Moelem 
Haj,” in the name of Moslem Ministry ; and why a policy’of terrorising 
the members is being actively pursjied. (A Voice: Question)] I want 
to make it fully clear — and I offer no apology — and make it definitely 
clear that I am the only Moslem representative of the workers of this 
province. (A Voice; What about Mr. Zaman). I was returned on the 
labour ticket and Mr. Zaman was returned on the Congress ticket. I 
refused to submit to the Congress. (Heak, heak). I had and still have 
my own fight with the (hmgress. But this is pure and simple ques- 
turn of principle and ^ do not understand what is Congress and what is 
not congress in a question like this. I want to make it clear that the 
views of the Moslem musses and the views of the Moslem workers are 
definitely against ‘the principle of detaining people— Hindus, Moslems 
or Christians or even people without any religion — without a trial We 
want the Prime Minister, the HotCble Mr. Iluq, who claims to Iie a 
IfadfT of tlio pt‘oj)lt*, to «ay that he is not robbinji: the liberty of these 
men. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have not done so. 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: You are doing it. Then, Sir, we heard the 
statement made by the Hon’ble tlie Home Minister. Really. Sir 
when he ivise to speak with a lug bundle of [mpers, I at lelist for 
myself, became hajipy in thinking that perhaps my necessity of 
Hpwikin^^ and fixing the jwitience of the ineinher.s would not arise at 
ull. Hut I have l>een sadly difuipixiinted. Whnt he is that the 
imst experience of the tlovernment stands in the wav of releasing 
these men. May 1 tell him. Sir, that if we.- the members of the 
llotise on this side, recalled oitr past experience it would not he 
possible tor ns to work here for five minutes. J came into this House 
with a hope of forgetting ibe |>ast. But if i am to be guided bv my 
past experience, it will not be possible for me to sit here for'even five 
minutes. The past experience referred to is not of this Government but 
of the previous Government. As it did not bring good rctjults in 1933, 
It IS said that our uetiim may be followed by untoward results. Govern- 
ment stand here self-c ondeihned. They clearly show that there has 
been ub.solutely no . huiige uml all this talk of “Vhange” is nothing but 
mere nioonsliine. I would not lake up more time but before I sit donu, I 
want to make it perfectly clear to the members whom I have found 
speaking in the name of the Moslem masses end talking in the name of 
the Moslem workers, that they can take it from me that I do not re- 
present labour on n terriforrial basis and they should not forget that I 
represent the seamen of this province and there is not a single village 
or a single district in Bengal that is not included in my constituency.. 
(Hear, hear.) Thetefore, if I claim that in a Way, I voice the views 
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of th* Moslem masseB, I do not for one single moment do anything more 
than what I^am entitled to. With these words, I support fne amende 
melit moved by my friend Mr. Hashemy in the name of the Mbslem 
masses and in the name of the H<^em workers (Cries of **no**). 

If my friends over there find partictJar^pleasure in questioning me, may 
I challenge them to ask my constituents? 


Mfa R« H. FERGUSON: Sir, 1 rise to oppose the resolution before 
the House and to support the amendment moved by Khan Sahib Syed 
Muhammad Afzal. My reasons for doing so are not because my 
countrymen are lacking in luinianity but because we feel that the 
position in Bengal is still suttieiently serious to prevent the wMesale 
release of all detenus. One must remember the rea'^i»ns for detaining 
them without trial as members of senet societies they were doing their 
best to upset the (ioveininent established iu. the province and were also 
involved in l ases ot murdt'i s ot otticials and Kuropenns. The Hon ’hie 
Home Minister has intormed us ot tlie ofunion on which Government 
acted before taking action. The hou’ble members ou my right have 
challenged that statement and have also refused to admit the justice 
of this action. I for one would not, however, accept the statement 
that in e\ery case injustice has been done, for in many cases it was 
high time that many of these detenus were detained. 

The whole business I Jidinit is a great tragedy to Bengal. When 
one think.s of- these ruined young men and the unhappiness of their 
familie.s whieh is not only confined to Bengali or Hindu families 
hut lias aKo brought iinha[)jiinesv, to the iuinilies of Britishers. It 
i.s rather dis?ip|H»inling to find hoiride members here still taking 
action on the lines ij^ut they are now doing as it encourages these 
young men to continue in that direction rather than try to eo-operato 
with the Government as now established. You have been given 
immense powers whirtli \ou inn use f<»r the benefit of your country 
and yet fou are not prepared to u<cept it. With reganl to the mover 
of the resolution's remark that these detenus were rotting in camps 
I can only say after tlie statement which is laid on tlie table I can 
now* understand why the cost of detenus is so high in Bengal. Very 
few in Bengal are living as well as tjiey are. (Dii. Naunaksha 
Sanyal: Let us all go there.) I want to ch»se !•> >a>ijig that behind 
a good deal of this movement is the intention to get the British oijf 
of India. I wi.sh to sa> that we are here ami we intend to remain here 
and, I hope, wHh continued ]>ermanent Ijenefit to the country’. 


Mr. tHYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE; I Wlieve we have seldom 
discussed in*this Assembly or in the previous Council a resolution 
•which is of such great signifiranee to the ftiture progress of tjiis pro- 
vince. Sir, the Hon^ble the Home Minister stated towards the end 
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oi hJ8 speech that be felt be echoed the sentiments which were 
-expressed both inside and outside the House regarding the general 
policy of detention pursued by the Government for the last 13 ytfars. 
He added, Sir, that he felt for the guardians and the families of 
the unfortunate men who are .now detained under the various provi- 
sions of the law and for whose partial and gradual releaw he has 
enunciated a policy on behalf df Government. Sir, I would like to 
point out with all the earnestness at my command that the question 
of release of detenus is not merely to be looked upon as a matter 
affecting the personal interests of individuals whether their number 
is a few hundreds or a few thousands. I would add that this ques- 
tion is not even to be examined from the hardships which such deten- 
tion may have, as they must have caused to individual fam'lies. 
There is not a siitgle member inside this House or outside it who does 
not feel that this problem has seriously affected the progress of this 
province as a whole and the question has to be looked upon not trcm 
the point of view of any particubii community but from the largest 
interest of the country. 

Sir, J realise that the (juestion is mit free from diffiioilties ; hut 
I would appeal once a^ain to the Home Minister — and several appeals 
have gone forward to him — that he sliould realise what tremendous 
opportunities he has before him to-day for meeting the problem of 
terrorism once and for all. 

I do not propose in m> remarks to deal with .the details of the 
cases which he has brought to the notice of the House details which 
were iif'ver allowed to lu* examined or scrutinised by the parties con- 
cerned — extracts from letters which have lieen read opt, the names 
of the authors of wliieh are even unknown to the members of Govern- 
ment, based in information and reports siippli^^d by spies and agents 
paid by Government. But, Sir, T would assume for the time lieing 
for the purpose of my arguments that what the Hon’ble Minister has 
said is correct. What is tlie remedy which the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister irroposes to adopt for the purpose of removing this menace 
which he says faces tire future progre.ss of this province ? So far as 1 
have been uhlt‘ to gather, hi> announcement mainly comes to this 
that the Government is ])i*ef>ar'e<l to release the tletenus as early as 
practicable provided it is duisistent with public safety. May I ask 
the Hon ’hie Minister in all seriousness — does he then admit that his 
predecessor's in office continued to detain these young men in these 
detention ramps although puhlir safety did not retjuire the same? 
What is tire new policy wh^'eh the Hon ’hie the Hqme Minister is 
placing l>efore this House? That the detenus should l)e released when 
Government c<»nsiders siu h release to be consistent with public security 
was, I believe, more or le.H.s the policy which governed* the action of 
his predecessor! in office- and announcements were made accordingly 
on the floor of this House. But the public % of Bengal has never 
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accepted the view-point of Government that such a large aiumber of 
j'oaihs should be detained without trial on the ground of p\|blio 
safety. 

The Hon’ble Minister has stated, and I believe it constitutes one 
of his strongest points, that in the past political prisoners were 
released but that was followed by tresh organisations in support of 
the terrorist movement. He may naturally refer to that aspect of 
the problem. But even his own figures show that the vast majority 
returned to normal activities. To my mind the position to-day in the 
countiy has clianged and changed considerably. It has changed in 
the first instance because for the first time in the history of India we 
have a system of Provincial Autonomy for what it means. have 

to-day a Minister who is responsible to the il(mse,*n Minister who is 
in charge of the Department of Law and Order and naturally the 
public of Bengal expect that lie will look upon this question from 
the point of view which will he different from that which governed 
the aid ion and policy of his jiredeccssors. Is not public opinion 
against terrorism and violom'c more pronounced to-day than liefore? 
Has not the Congress itself offered its hand of co-operation to wipe it 
out? Does not Government itself admit that the situation has changed? 

I am askcMl if there is any other province in India to-day which is 
faced with tlio problem of terrorism a.M Bengal has been? 1 do not think 
there is. Is it, however,* irrelavcnt if 1 refer to facts and circum- 
stances operating* in at least one country beyond to shores of India? 
Will it he irrelevant in to-<lay’s disiiission to refer to the circum- 
stances which led the same Biilish Government whiidi dominates over 
the admin isA-at ion of India to-day to adopt conciliatory measures 
with regard to the affairs of Ireland? What happened in that country? 

I ask the Hon’hle Minister to recall whai happened in 1910 after the 
Easter Rebellion? Is it not a fact that men were released from custody 
who were not merely detained hut also who were convicted of serious 
offences, which even included political murders? So far as the 
internees were concerned, all of them — as many as 1,800 — were 
unconditionally released. 

Leaving 'aside the internees, what about Mr. De Valera the 
present President? What were his antecedents? Is it not a fact that 
he was sentenced to death in 1916 after he was arrested and convicted? 
Is it not a fact that his sentence was then reduced to one of penal 
servitude for liffe? Is it not a fact he escaped from prison? Did he not 
himself nominate representatives to discuss terms with Government? 
After his return to Ireland, was he not again found guilty «f cornmit- 
Hing acts which Government thought constituted acts of serious cont* 
piracy agaiiMt the British Government? F^ven after that, the same 
De Valera was again released. And what js his position to-day? We 
find him to-day as I|ie President of his •own country. What about 
Michael Collins? What happened in ^his case? I*know that the fight 
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between Ktm nud tbe extremists ended in bitter pivil war, but tbat is 
another aspect of the matter. (I>augbter.) My European friends •are 
Iau((hj'ijg. I do not know what exactly this laughter signifies. Let 
them contradict me when I say. that so far as Michael Collins was con- 
cerned it was a fact that he was found guilty of serious political 
offences but afterwards he also tras released. Forget not that in his 
case (iovernment later on announced a reward of £10,000, for his 
arrest. What did he do? What attitude ultimately did he take 
towards the British Government? Did he pursue the policy of hatred? 
Did he not on the other hand openly declare that he was convinced 
that it was not in the interest of anybody that the connection with the 
Britis*h Government should entirely cease, and did he not apply his 
soul and energieB*^to the task of national reconstruction? There was 
civil war because -he had the courage of his own conviction, be<*au8e 
he though that the country should not go to the extreme end and 
he denounced the extremists. There w'as civil war bec*au8e the British 
policy had sown Ihe seeds of hatred which even he could not eradicate 
from the minds of his people. So far as his attitude towards the 
British Government was concerned, did he betray the British Govern- 
ment? Did he betray the confi<lence tbat was reposed in him by the 
British Government? On the other hand, he paid the highest penalty 
b(HUuise he stood by his principles. 

Sir, I appeal to the members of the (hibinet to take a statesmanlike 
view of the present condition. It may be that they would be taking 
risks but th(‘ risks are woith taking. We are told by the Hon’ble 
Khwajn Sir Nazimuddin that a n(‘w or<lei of things is about to be 
intn)duced in this country — ' 

(Here the member reached his time limit and asked for one minute 
to finish his speech.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: As there are many speakers who are anxious to 
speak I am sorry, I cannot grant you any further time. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. T think the statement of the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin has taken the wind out of the sail of 
the amendment of iny friend Khan Sahib Afzal and also to certain 
extent of the original re.solution under discussion. I w^ould not have 
intervened in this debate but for the appeal that was made by several 
members on the floor of this House, to the Moslem inemberB. It is 
incumbent on us, therefore, to make the position of those members who 
are supporting Government dear on the floor of this fiouse. We are 
hot in favour of the policy eff detaining prisoners without trial. • We arf 
not in favour of detaining prisoners without trial for ^n indefinite 
period. We all feel what a misery it is to those people who are detained 
for indefinite periode in jaib and in detention ^mps. This policy of 
detaining persons li^ithout trial must oeaae. 
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But the queation now is whether these detenus can bO| fo^thwit^^ 
released. My honourable friend Mr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee has just 
now said that the Hon 'hie Khwaja iSir yaziniuddin has propounded no 
new policy, but he is just following the ‘policy of his predecessor in 
office. I think, Sir, that the present (iovernnient cannot make itself 
altogether detached from the outgoing (lovernment . The outgoing 
Government has left this Government, as it were, on the pinnacle of a 
precipitous cliff. Now, Sir, the problem before them is to climb down. 
Is it possible for them to take a hazardous jumpK That is the only 
question that awaits solution. The HonHde Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin 
has said that it is the policy of the present (Jovernment to release the 
detenus as soon as possible. I'hat is no doubt a rcu.^siiring statfment. 
But we should make it clear to iiovtoninent that #ve are not fully 
satisfied with the words “as soon a‘< possible”. I feel that (he\ cannot 
be released to-day. Even if the main resolution is accepted —even then 
some time will l)ave to elapse before the detenus can he released. There- 
fore, there is no difference between the original re.stdution and the 
amendment moved by in\ friend Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed Muhammad 
Afzul fr(»in this jadiit of view. The only question is how the Govern- 
ment are g(»ing to expedite the process of releasing the detenus. If 
they want to take slodter under the words “as .soon as j>ossilde“, they 
will not have the siipp(»rt (d the majority of thi.s House. We all hope 
that the detenns ^^ill he released \Nithiii a short time, say \\ithin three 
or six months, (Ironical cheers from tlie (’ongress benches. I Govern- 
ment sliould frame and carry out a progressive polic\ of releasing the 
detenus. In fact I for m>self «lo not see un> reason why Government 
should reijuire more than six to nine months at the utmost to rfdease all 
the detenus. 

Sir, so far, as the Muslim members are eoneerne(|, their position is 
not the same as that of the Opposition. It is unfortunate. Sir, that on 
account of the condition that prevails the (‘fuigress Parly c(»uld not see 
its way (a take ujmn itself the duties arid the respoiisibililies of office. 
Had it done so, the circumstances would have been altogether different. 
The Hon’ble^ Khwaja Sir Nuzimuddin has said that the analogy of the 
other provinces does not actuallv apply to Bengal. To my mind, that 
does not apply to Bengal for more reasofis than lie has ]K)intetl out, 
because in those provinces where (ongress Ministries are functioning 
the situation aqd circumstances are altogether different. Why does 
terrorism grow and flourish in Bengal more than in the other provinces? 
What is the getiesLs of this cult of terror^iii ? 8o far us we have been 
able to analyse the situation, it is partly to economic distress anil 
widespread unemployment. I do not, however, jun inv faith very much 
on that. To my mind the principal reasiiii is political discontent. In 
•those provinces where CVingress Ministries* are functioning, J think 
there is very little p(ftitic4il discontent at present.* But on actiouni of 
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♦he unfortunate fact that the Congress has chosen not to accept oflBce in 
Bengal, political discontent is as rife in Bengal to-day Ob ever parti- 
cularly amongst those classes of people out of which the terrorists 
are drawn. I, therefore, think we cannot blame the Government if it 
wants to take some time in releasing the detenus and wants to be a bit 
cautious. I also want to make it clear that the Muslim members of this 
Assenibly, upon whose support to a large extent the Ministry counts 
and without whose support the Government cannot exist, have a 
somewhat greater responsibility in this matter than the members of the 
Oj>poHition. If anything untoward happens — it this administration 
proves to ])e a failure— I think the Muslim members wdll have to take a 
great*(leal of the responsibility for that failure. Therefore, I feel that 
we shall have to i^iove a little more cautiously than my friends of the 
Ojiposition would like us to move. But 1 w’ant to make it clear that 
we w'ant our Ministers — our Government — to function on progressive 
lines. I protest against the suggestion that Government is guiding the 
votes of the Muslim nieml)ers. It is not the Government tliat is direct- 
ing ami guiding the votes of the Muslim members, but it is the united 
opinion of the Muslim memhers tliaf is guiding, and wdll guide, the 
actions of Government. We shall be supporting the Government as 
long as it is amenable to our views. If we find that in course of time 
tliis Government ounm»t keep pace with the opinions of the Muslim 
memhers of this House, that will mean an end of this Government. 
(Mu. S\NTosn Kumah B\sr: Hear. hear. It will mean only the end 
of Muslim memhers like you.) I do not like to say anything more. 
(Mil. Saniomi Ki’maii lUsr : Very frank of you indeed!). Circums- 
tances, as they stand, compel us to painfully follow tlie course of 
precaution and not to take an\ precipitate act^ion. With these few 
words, Sir, 1 supjiort the iuneiidiiieiit moved h,\ my friend Khan Sahib 
Muulvi Syed Muhammad Afzal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 j)ropuse to close the debate under the ‘rules and 
under tlie powers vested in me at H-oO p.m. 1 anticipate that the voting 
and the division will take a hmg time. 1 pro]»ose to wind up the debate 
at 8-50 p.m., as 1 do not want to detain honourable members till a late 
hour of the night. Those gentlemen rvho want to speak will please 
gpeak briefly, and it will be convenient if they could impose a self- 
denying ordinance on themselves and confine themselves to 5 minutes, 
go that a larger number of speakers may take part in the debate. 

Baliu J ATI NORA NATH BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it bas been 
admitted on all sides that the measures under which ^these persons 
have been kept nnder detention are emergency measures. The Bengal 
Oimiiml liuw Amendment Act and other Acts ^ere promulgated when 
certain emergencies had arisen which were necessa^ for u« to fam 
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and which could be only faced by especial Acta. Now, Sir, ^ the qiied^ 
tioq before Jhe Ministry to-day is as to whether that emergency ii- 
still subsisting. I would request them to consider the fact that the 
political terment to which my friend Mr. Tamiauddin has referred liar 
subsided to a large extent in this province as in the other provinces 
to which*. also he has referred. We have now aiitoiioinous provinces 
with the control of the administration of the State in the hands of 
Ministers responsible to the legislature. It is not fully appreciated 
as to what a great change this circumstance has made in the mentality 
of the people of this country. If that were fully appreciated^ then 
the Ministers would probably look at questious like these which are 
now before the House in a different light. Sir, as has been i^eudy 
pointed out by the Hon’ble Home Minister hiinself^and by others, no 
one likes })eople to be kojil in detention for an indefinite length of 
time without bringing them up for trial. There are probuhly some 
diffieulties in the way, but in spite of those diffieulties, during all 
this period that terrorism has prevailed in the eountry, there have 
been public trials and eon vi('t ions of ae<*used persons. There have 
been umbmbledly a few (uses in which witne.sses, lawyers and judges 
have been victims of terrori'^m, but that has not previuiled (juite a 
large number of men from coming forward and giving evidence about 
tacts th(*y kn(‘w. Sir, even in more troublous times, during the last 
will, men were brought t(* trial in Kngland ; for inslanee, we all know 
the case of Sir. Roger (^asement. He was convict(*d of trying to 
facilitate tlie landing of (iennans in Ireland. ll<* was appndiendcd, 
Ijiought to trial and there was a regular trial, and then he was sen- 
tenced to d(‘aili. Hut, liere, in these eases we have hundreds of these 
young peo]«le kept in detention indefinitely. Many of them are in 
their teens or are just' out of their teens, and therefore at un impres- 
sionable period of life. They were brought in to join certain 
conspiracies and the Hon’ble Minister has given us details of those 
conspiracies, and the activities of some of thes<‘ young jieople. There 
is undoubtedly a great deal of truth in what he says, but it can hardly 
Ih* that all these young people who are said to b(‘ terrorists arc 
leaders — a fyeat many of them rnirst I>e followers, and a few* only a!-© 
leaders. But the fact is that there are a large numlH*r of young 
people who are supposed to lie capable of leading the country^ or mis- 
leading the country. That is the jmiiit of view' from which the question 
should be looked at. If they were induced to join some conspiracy, 
it .should not be difficult to induce them again to follow in turn a 
straight path (ff life if they are given j# chance and if they are dealt 
with sympathetically. But if you persist in treating them as criminaVi 
and keeping^them in detention, you yourselves are heljung to convert 
them into criminals ! It has been ]Kdnted out that had they been 
•brought to trial many of them would b^ fbis time have bee^j out^of 
jail and Government would probably have no band in their further 
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deientiou I would ask the Hon^le Mini«rter therefore to consider that 
aspect of the problem which we are considering to-day. He has s^ted 
that these questions have been carefully considered on the^ basis of 
information received from different sources. Sir, as one h^Ting some 
experience of law during the list 40 years, I may say that sometimes 
cases are so presented before a person, in so plausible a lights that 
they look like perfect truth, but when you come to test them carefully, 
then you find that the circumstances which appeared to be so plausible 
facts at once crumjile into dust. I will recall attention to one or two 
matters relating to jwlitical crime. Many of us remember the 
^arayangarh Train Case. In this case, in the train in which 
Sir Attdrew Fraser, the then Lieutenant-Governor was travelling, there 
was bomb that ei^loded under that train. Twelve or 13 coolies who 
were W'orking on that railway at repairs — they were apprehended by 
the police. There were long statements obtained from witnesses; there 
were preliminary enquiries la^fore a Magistrate and there was then a 
trial before a Sessions Judge and those poor people were convicted to 
long ierins of imj)riKonment. Shortly after, the Manicktolla Bomb 
ConHpira<‘v was discovered. There was that trial at Alipore and in 
ctmrse of that trial some of thovse arch conspirators admitted and 
showed by defiriite facts that they were resijonsible for the train outrage, 
in sjiite of the i)olice officers from top to bottom who hod found those 
coolies guilty of a conspiracy and Ooverniuent had to lelease them 
in the circumstances. I w'ould, therefore, ask the Hop’ble Minister 
not always to consider the e,T jxirte statemepts of men, however numerous 
they may be in number, as absolutely true for convicting these people. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: hVr, I wholeheartedly 
support the resolution moved by m\ e.steeined friend Hai Hareridra Nath 
Chaudliuri. Sir, the Ilon’ble Home Minister has made a long state- 
ment. But in spite of what he has said, I submit that it i.s against all 
principles of liberty and democraey to place people under detention or 
otherwise jdace restrictions on them without trial in an open court 
of law. The other day the Hoirble Home Minister paraded so much 
about the fuu<lanieutals of (lovernment and to-day also he expressed 
such temler tumeerii for them.. But, Sir, may I ask, is it not against the 
fundamentals of any Government worth the name to detain people 
without any trial whatever and to condemn them behind their back? 
Sir, can they do the siune thing in England? If the Government can- 
not be carried on without tl^e.se lowles.s laws, it is l^ptter that they 
should abdieate. They .stand self-eondemned. 

Sir, just think of the prejMJsterous absurdity of this, ugly policy. 
Instances are not rare where persons who had been acquitteil after 
trial in,an open court of laW .were immediately pounced upon and placed* 
under arrest by the ‘Intelligence Branch Police before the very eyes of 
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Judges of the Court and spirited away One knew not^wkere. Th$ 
same thing happened even in the precincts of the High Courts In some 
ca^s people* after acquittal by the Judges of the High Court, were 
arrested .by the Police. Sir, can the Executive sit in judgment over 
the High Court Judges, .the highest judiciary in the land ? On the un- 
sifted evidence based on the dead records of the Intelligence Branch 
PolioO, not worth four annas, some myterious Judges adjudicate and 
condemn people unheard behind their back. Sir, the Intelligence 
Branch Police are not saints. Cases have come to light where trying 
courts have passed severe strictures upon Intelligence Branch men and 
convicted them for their frant|-ups. 

Sir, a pamphlet has just now been laid on the table which sho#8 now 
happy the.se detenus are inside their camps. I winh 1 had sufficient 
time to give a reply to this. Strange things happen in this tiiifortunate 
eountr\ . We are told tluit the Arnlnnians is a nice place, an earthly 
paradise. But persons who describe them to be so would never go and 
live there. It is only some self-sacriHcing, but misguided young men 
who have been convicte<l tliaf are sent there. »Similiurly, we are told 
that these detention camps are ideal places to live in. hut only detenus 
are sent to rot there. In the e\e (»f the law these detenus are supposed 
to be innocent people. Wli> onl\ they and not other innocent people 
are made to go and live there. Why not the innocent people who sent 
the detenus to these ideal places themselves go and live there P To 
detain people indefi nit el \ and ou the top of that to ilescribe their i>luces 
of <letention as ideal places is simply a<l<ling insult to injury. 

Sir. we lynst not forget for a moment that a prisoner is after all a 
sen.sitive human soul ever pining for the outKi«le world with its blue 
sky, with its green f.ebls, its fresh air and above all with its human 
association. Sir, a convict who is sentenced to a definite term of 
imprisonment has at least one <*on.solation. He cun count the date of 
his release. As the evening shades cdose he contemplates with a sigh 
of relief’that one more day pusses by from liis long vigil of sorr(»w. 
But just think of the miserable plight of tliese poor detenus. They 
cannot evep count the date of their release for the> know not when 
they will be released. No wonder there have been so many cases of 
insanity and so many cases of suicide* amongst them. Sir, here I 
have got a list of 33 names. Many of them developed signs of insanity 
and some committed suicide. Sir, people do not cmnniit suicide for 
the mere fun of it. 

• • 

Seven years have passed since I met Taradas Mukherjee, a detenu 

* of my district, in the Alipore T’eniral Jail. lie developed signs *of 
insanity anf! was locked up in a cell. The blank walls and the iron 

• bars of his cell were his sole companions. •His mania was that he wa« 
innoednt and must he restored to his nedr and dear ones. Hie piteous 
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wai]s broke in upon the silence of the ni^ht and rang throngh th® 
corridorN. ‘ I still remember the pathetic sce^e when his brother came 
to interview him. He held his brother fast, in a close embrace, while 
both the brothers were bathed in tears. He afterwards committed 
suicide at Mayurbhanj perhaps- to make his appeal from tyranny to 
God. 

Sir, take the case of 1818 Regulation III prisoners. Many of them 
have been in detention for a total period of more than 20 years. They 
have been buried alive so to say. 

Sir, I wish I could describe to you the lot of the poor relatives of 
tljese detenus. JiCt me give you one instance of a retired headmaster, 
a blinti man. He was my next door neighbour. One day when news 
came that his son (iovinda I^ada Dutta had been shot at Hijli Detention 
(’amp — HO sliootings also take place in detention camps and they are 
not perhaps such ideal places as they are de.scribed to be — tear.s rolled 
down the cheeks of this blind man. This father died of a broken heart 
and the mother of (Jovinda Pada Dutta ran mad. 

Sir, I Hubmit that tenori.sm i.s a philosophy of despair. I hate 
terrorism. Hut I hate it still more when it comes from those who pose 
themselves as guardians of law ami order. This is not the w'ay to era- 
dicate terrorism. 1’his aggravates the disease. The remedy is worse 
than the disease. For tho.se who will sow the wind inu.st always reap 
the whirlwind. What is wanted is hroad stateinanship and a nohle and 
generous outlook. Sir, long, long years have passed since thousands 
of the best sons and daughters of Bengal have been rotting in deten- 
tion. Long, long years have passed since their near aipl dear ones 
have been shedding hitter tears. Thousands of homes in Bengal have 
been made desolate. A cry of agony from the heat't of our dear mother- 
land rises up to the very throne of heaven. 

Sir, I appeal to the Hon ’hie the ( ’hief Minister to release the detenue 
and lift up the nightmare atmosphere that prevails in the country. 
Sir, was not this one of the major issues on which the Proja Party 
fought their elections K Was not this one of the i.ssues on which the 
Patuakhali election was fought? I ask the Ilon’ble Mr. ^’azlul Huq 
to implement his electioTi pledge. Let him not break to the heart the 
pledge that he gave to the ear. 

Th® Hon*bl® Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I would never hav® 
spoken but for the speech wlpch has just been deliveied. I do not 
wish to inflict a speech, because. Sir, I am firmly convinced that there 
is' not a single member in this House who is waiting to be convinced 
by arguments; but, Sir, I wish to tell this Hou.se emphatically that it 
is an absolute lie ihni I fought my election on the issue of the release 
of detenus. - It is true. Sir. lhat the election manifesto of the Proj® 
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Party contained a clause about the release of political pri^ners, a, 
poli^ to which I still adhere, a policy which has been accepted by 
our Government But there is a great difference between a policy 
of release 'and a policy which wants to force the hands of Government 
by demanding an immediate release and removal of restrictions forth- 
with. Certainly, Sir, this Government is a Coalition Government, and 
it came into existence on the basis of an agreement between various 
parties known as the Coalition Party. / In the manifesto of the Coali- 
tion Party there was a clear declaration that the release of political 
prisoners must be effected consistent with public safety./ All the 
members who signed that creed and on the basis of which this Ministry 
has been formed are not to-day false to their pledge: they are bouitl to 
vote in favour of the aimMidnient that has been movad by Mr. Afjsul. 

I would remind the House that those persons who signed that paper 
solemnly declared that they would support the Ministry that was 
fonned on the basis of thjit coalition. There was the phrase “consist- 
ent with public safety.” I want to toll this House that there is nothing 
wrong in that resen^atif)!! . 1 wish to tell my friends that there are 

various ways of looking at tilings. It all depends on the manner in 

which this phrase is interpreted. If the person who interprets this 
phrase does it from a consideration of the various fu(‘tors which should 
be taken into account in pursuing a sympathetic policy, notliing wrong 
or objectionable can happen* If his angle of vision is either an obtuse 
angle or an acute, there is risk of some danger. If the angle is a right- 
angle then there is no lo'mi and we do claim that our angle of vision 
is the right-angle. We are j)re]»ared not merely to give effect to a 
IK)licy of release, hut we can dec lare most solemnly that wo are pre- 
^red to interprec the exjiression “consistent with public safety” ns 
generously and as liberally as possible. After all, we are not out of 

sympathy with our own countrymen. You assume that we are, and on 

that assumption you go on and base your argument. That iu the one 
great troulile and that is why the whole atmosphere is suT^diarged 
with an atmosphere of suspicion and distrust. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH QMAUDHURI; But has there been a 
change of policy P 

Tha Hofl*bla Mr* A* K« FAZLUL HUQs My young friend naya 
there is no change. Formerly it was the policy of detention, now it i» 
the policy of reltase : that is a great fundamental change that hat 

come over. We are trjdng to release (Several voices: Trying » 

to* release.) I caunot reply to puch interruptions. 

My friend, Mr. Syamapraead Mookerjee, has been good enough to 
realise our difficulties. These difficulties are ant the difficulties that 
are offered by the servfces. The difficulties are of two kinds to which 
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I am naj making any reference at the present moment. But, Sir, I 
wish to emphasise at the present moment one^r two points, in the speech 
delivered by my friend, the Hon^ble Home Minister. Sir, consider 
the number of persons who- have been either released or in whose cases 
order of relaxation of a definite character has been made. Are these 
not indications of the progressive policy which has been pursued by 
the Government? It may be that it does not satisfy my friends. We 
know that it does not satisfy them. They want that there should not 
be a single person in custody at the present moment and the whole lot 
of detenus should be released forthwith. Sir, it is a very natural 
desire oH their part and had I not been connected with the administra- 
tion^ pferhajw I would liave felt a desire of that kind. But I am 
feeling that thej;e are practical difficulties in the way. Will my 
friends believe me that I will do the very l)e8t I can, not only to 
^persuade the Chief Minister, not only my friends in the Cabinet — I 
lain talking of the Chief Minister as Mr. Kazlul Huq and not as the 
■Chief Minister of Bengal. (A voice: You are suffering from double 
personality.) Yes 1 am suffering from many things, if you please. 
At the same time, 1 am devoid of the ordinary instincts of humanity. 
1 can tell you, Sir, tliat out of l,fi()(), more than 1,000 persons have been 
either relcas<*d or are persons in wliose (‘ases restrictions have been 
relaxed. At tlie moment I am speaking, the usual orders in some 200 
cases will be issued for unconditional release. Some w’ill be transferred 
to their liomes and some will be sent to village domicile. But it 
lakes some time before the.se orders can come into operation. It may 
be that my friends think that they should be relea.sed immediately 
before the Pujas. It may be so, if things go on smpothl}' — no one 
jkmiw's — it all depends on the circumstances. If >ve can accelerate the 
pace, more releases will follow. I am not going to refer to the difficul- 
ties as my friends will take offt‘nce. But I would ask the House to 
take into account the offer that has been made by the Hon'ble Home 
Minister. Let the guardians, not merely guardians but responsible 
persons in the village, come forward and co-operate W’itli us. I^et 
them sit at a conference with us and we shall decide in consultation 
with them what is the best thing to do, that is either to release uncondi- 
tionally or to try and find out some career for these young men. It 
is no use turning them in<o‘ the streets after keeping them in detention 
for a number of years. Wi* are willing to find some careers for these 
young men and get them settled in life. We want to co-operate with 
their guardians or their relations or some responsible persons. Let 
those persons come forw'ard <Cind take up this offer. If w’e do not make 
% good, then it will be time for them to say that we have not bepn 
sympathetic. I do not see why should not the guardians take charge 
of their wards.' If they want any monetaiy' help, Government would 
give it. I do not know*wJiat better offer can possibly be made. As 
aoon as we find alter exploring all the avenues* of helping the detenua 
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that they can be properly settled in life, we would do it. What haa 
beea done in* the past will he a guarantee of what we are goings to do 
in future. I submit, therefore, tiiat takinjr all the circumstances, the 
opposition .will understand that we have not* been idle and that we have 
been doing all that can possibly he done and that at least there has l>een 
some imp'rovenient than it has been in the past. That is our (daim. 
Formerly there might have been a policy of detention. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time limit resumed his 
seat.) 

SPEAKER: I would now allow the leader of the eippo^tion 
to exercise the final right of reply. 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir MAZIMUDDIN: Sir. i.-^ it the Parlia- 
nieiitarv practice that if the (iovcrniutoit lucinher wants to reply, the 
leader of the opposition is to be allowed the right of n*plyF He had 
ample time to speak, but he did not speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In the interests of fair debate in order to allow 
repr(‘sentat i V(‘s from all sections to j>articipute in the debsittj, 1 hove 
thought fit to e.xtend the time. If the llon’ble Home Minister wants 
to exenise his right of reply, I am (luite prepared to allow him to do 
so after Mr. lk)se’8 reply. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. I have given up 
my right of reply in favour of .Mr. S. (\ Hose, (an the Home Minister 
have a right oT reply after Mr. Hose has spoken? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y es. He can I now cull on Mr. 8. C. Hose to 
speak. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, I (piite agree with the 
hon’ble members who Imve just precedfMl me that this Hu])ject is not 
new to us. For tw^enty-five l<mg years, in session after session of the 
old Bengal (’ftuncil, this subject has been delmted, and those of us w'ho 
either attended as members of the old Coun^-il or listened U) the delates, 
remember, and remember clearly, the miserable circle of occasional 
arguments which were adopted by the Home Member for the time 
being. 

Sir, the Hon^de the Home Minister in Jiis written statement, which 
he read before this House, merely repeated that miserable circle of^ 
occasional arguments which was put forward by his predecessors in the 
old Legislative Council. He said, in the course of his speech, that 
there was no chance of innocent persons being detained. He goes very 
much beyond what hi| predecessors, the Home Members, said ‘in tlw 
old day* in the ojd Council. May I remind you, ^ir, that the same 
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thing wat said when the late Aswini Kumar Dutt and Mr. Krishna 
Kumar Mitra and others were clapped into prison under Regulation^III 
of 1918. We are indebted to Lord Morley’s “Eeoollections” for the 
infonnation that the charge against them was that they were 
“criminally cx)nnecte<l with ctiminal plots.” Year after Sir Hugh 
Stephenson had to admit, when he addressed the Bengal Legislative 
Council, that Messrs. Dutt and Mitra were arrested and detained 
without trial not because they were “criminally connected with criminal 
plots,” but because they were political agitators. 

Only recently a charge was made against a State prisoner in the 
Indian Legislative Assembly that he was “deeply connected with the 
terrorist movement.” In reply to that accusation, he asked to be placed 
before a tribunal' consisting of some Government officials — the Law 
Member of the Government of India, the Revenue Member of the 
Government of Bengal, and the then acting Chief Justice of the 
(Calcutta High Court. When he threw out the challenge that the 
matter be placed before those officials of the Government, the Govern- 
ment <li(l not dare to take up that challenge. Therefore, I say, Sir, 
that in this matter we should only be guided by the fundamental 
principles of justice. 1 heard the Hon’ble Minister talk of the “rule 
of law.” I very much doubted, when he was reading that statement, 
whether he understfKxl what was m(*ant by the ‘'rule of law.” “Rule 
of law” fors<K)th ! Under his “rule of law” persons can be detained 
without trial! I do iK»t know to which country that “rule of law” 
belongs: it does not belong t-o any civilized country in the world. 
Sir, we take our stand on the “rule of law” which has been recognised 
in all ages and in all civilized countries, and that rule is t;hat no persons 
can be detained without trial before courts of law. 

The Hon’ble the Home Minister, possibly w'ith the object of fortify- 
ing his argument, read out an extract from something which was 
found somewhere. Sir, if I had the time, I would have analysed that 
statement a little further. May 1 draw’ the attention of the. House to 
au instance in point. The instance is that leaflets printed on Dail 
Eircjui note-paper with the murderous slogan 

“An Eye For An Aye, 

A Tooth For A Tooth; 

Therefore, A Life For A Life.” 

were circulated and it was alleged that they had been discovered as a 
result of some searches, OU course, the charge made*was that it was 
'printed and circulated by the Irish Sinn Feinners in May, 1920 — to 
give the exact date it was on the 14th of May, 1920. . Now, it is a 
historical fact^ — rand I shall give you, Sir, the facts as clearly as 
possible, and it was discovered by Michael Collins — ^that these leaflets 
were typed by the Intelligence Department of ^Dublin district of the 
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English Army in Ireland. Even the typewriter on which it irafl typed 
wait traced, and it was traced also that the typing was done hy a ginger- 
haired typist in Dublin Castle. Sir, the extract read hy the Home 
Member vjas never placed before a court* of law and, therefore, no 
opportunity was given to anyone to test ‘the genuineness or otherwise of 
that extract. 

The Hon’ble the Home Minister said that we must rely on the 
evidence obtained from different soun'es. Sir, I jdace no reliance on 
such e.r parte evidence and I would ask you not to rely on the ipse dij-it 
of the Hon’ble the Home Minister, I would ask members to rely on 
an opinion which wms expressed by the present Lord Chief Justice of 
England, Lord Hewart, in his book entitled “The New Despoffsm,” 
in whicdi he says: “Evidence not tested by cross-examination is nearly 
always misleading and j)ractically valueless.” 

As my learned colleague, Mr. (ioswami, has said— it is an utterance 
of the late Deshhnndhu Das — it is a wonder, it is a shame that Judges 
would he found who were billing to adjudicate on dead and e.r parte 
records. I would go further and say tlial it is a wiuider that any 
lawyer with any legal training can he found who is willing to base any 
finding on dead and c.r parte records. 

Sir, I have only a minute more. I would therefore conclude by 
reading nut an extract from Lord llewart’s book entitled “The New 
Desjmtism,” which has api)lication to the subject before the House. 
This is what he ffays — and you will see, Sir, that every word of his 
utterance applies with very ;.freat fone to the suhjoet before us; 

“The old clespdtism, whuh was defeated, offered Jhirliaimuii a 
challenge. Th(‘ new de-^polism, whieii is imt yet <lefeated, gives Parlia- 
ment an aiiiCHthetic. The strategy is different, hut the goal is the 
same. It is to suhorafinute Parliament, to evade the (lourts, and to 
render the will, or the caprice, of the Executive unfettered Jiad 
supreme.” 

Sir, ii this House aecept*% the fKdic\ laid down hy the Hon’l)le tW 
Home Minister, I would repeat that it wrmld he sulnirdinating this 
House to the will of tlic Executive, it would be evading tlie Courts and 
it would be rtndering the will or the caprice of the Executive unfettered 
and supreme. I w'ould ask the hon’hle rngnihers to whatever race they 
may belong and from whatever (onstituency they may (M)me not to 
accept the demands of arbitrary power. The exercise of arllntrary 
power is neither ‘law nor justice. It is a denial of justice. 


The Hon*bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDtllN: Sir, 1 am practically 
Qjjrtain that the arguments, and the authorities that have been quoted* 
by the Honlje the Leader of the Opposition, will he found word for 
word, argument for argument in the speeches of the members of the 
bppositi^n in the old Council from lSf25 to J928. Not one wordof itt« 
new. Sir. Every one*of these arguments was cited and speeches were 
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^ade with equqj passion before the House at that time, and Govern- 
ment relying? on those assurances and accepting the advice of the le^s- 
lature in 1929 released every detenu that was there and allowed the 
repressive laws to lapse. These are facts, Sir, which no one ‘can deny, 
and what was the result? The result was that within 18 days of the 
lapsing of these repressive laws the Chittagong Armourj' Raid took 
place. J would therefore ask the ijeader of the Opposition how he 
could meet this 

Mfi 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Shall I get any opportunity of 
meeting that, Sir.^" 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; From 1930 to 1934 any 
number of outrages took place. Tw'ice, acting on the advice of the 
legislature and urged hy liiein to adopt a lK)ld step to show* a gesture 
of conciliation, lloverninent jeleased all dt'teniis and thought that 
everything w'ould be all right in the garden, but every such release 
was followed by a recrudescence of terrorism, and I ilo not see how 
any responsililo Government can he justified in taking sucli a ‘‘l>old” 
step again, in the lace (d their hitter experience in the past. 

I fully 4igree with my friend, Mr. lamizuddin, that the respon- 
sibility is great on the people of Bengal, k'lill responsilile (iovern- 
nient has la'en entrusted to us. and if thing> go wrong, it is the people 
of Bengal who will lie blamed, that they are not fit to rule. There- 
fore, 1 nmintaiii that we have enunciated 4i jHilicy which will ensxire — 
provided we get co-operation 4ind supjKirt and a bivourahle atmosphere 
— the release of detenus within a year or possibly witkin a year and 
a half at the utmost. We have enunciated a progressive policy, and it 
may be possible to effect the release of all detenus if a favourable 
atmosphere of co-operation is created within a year. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Why not wait till the next 
General Flections? Are the detenu.s so many hostages? 

Tht Hon’ble Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government of the 
country has now been placed in the liands of a responsible ministry, and 
it is for the people’s repre.sehtatives to carry out tlie policy in accordance 
with their wishes. If I may say so. Sir, the policy of the present 
Government is definitely in nilvance of the policy of the old Government. 
The old Government never agreed to the policy of release of detenus, 
hut the present (Jovernment ^s going to unconditional!,^ release detenus. 
The present Government have doubled or trebled the number of the 
releases from the time that they have come into powe|[. Up to now 
about 250 persons have been released and within another month 350 
afiore will be releaeed ; this ;vill bring the total altogether to 600. That, 
Sir. is no mean figure— 
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Itar. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U! No, it ia an aohiavemeitt worthy 
of the present Government! 


Tte Hon'bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: I maintain, Sir, that 
that is not altogether a mean figure. I may also add that it will he a 
continuous process of relejuse. I therefore submit that no tioveruraent 
in the position in which we are and in the circuin .stances in which we 
are placed, could Imve acted otherwise in the matter of the release of 
detenus. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is tlie substc^tive 
motion standing in the name of Rui Harendra Nath Chaudhuri (No. 24, 
Appendix). To this substantive motion an amendment has been moved 
by Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed Muhammad Afzal. Another amendment 
has been moved by Mr, Syed Jalaluddin llashemy (No. 5). I shall 
put the first amendment, viz., that of the Khan Siihib, to the vole, but 
I can give this warning (lint if the first amendment is carried, the 
second one will not arise at all. After that, I will put the substantive 
motion to the vote. 


Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I would request you to 
put the amendment of Mr. S>ed Jalaluddin Hashemy first. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have carefully considered this mutter and I hove 
giv«‘n my at tent ion for ovei two hours to it. I find that so far as the 
first amendiueift i** conceined, it stomls farthest from the motion, and 
that the second has greater atlinity to the suhstontive motion. As such, 
a comprehensive nnieinlment which goes against a substantive resolu- 
tion should he put to tlie vote first, and ju.st on the ground of greater 
affinity the second will be jiut to the vote later on, if at all. And if 
the first curried, then the second amendment does not arise at all. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I just make one submis- 
sion!^ Is it ftot a fact that the wliide debate has centred round the 
question of the peiiod of time, viz., “as e^jrly os pos.sihle” or “before 
the Ruja holidavs“l^ That is really the issue debated upon, ard 1 am 
reqqpsting you to consider this asjiect. 

Mr. 8PEAK(R: I liave very carefully' considered this matter and 
have given considerable attention to it. I consider that according to^ 
iiry reason and according to the best dictates of iiiy conscience, the 
first araendmefit arises first, and the second does not. 

* The lynendmenl of Khan Sahib Maulvi &ycd Muhammad sAfsaU 
viz., “that in the last\wo lines for the words 'shotfld be immediately 
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. released ^ and all restrictions placed upon their liberty be forthwith 
removed,’ the following? be substituted, namely: — • 

‘should be released ai\d all restrictions placed upon their liberty 
removed as early as possible in so far as such orders may be consistent 
with public safety,’ 

was then put and a division was called. 

(As there was much noise and canvassing going on when the division 
bell was ringing, Mr. Speaker said as follows.” 


SPEAKER: 1 may remind the members that when a division 
is called, it is the duly of every member to keep to his seat as much as 
as possible, and “not create unseemly scenes which tend to make pro- 
ceedings in this House impossible. I hope membera will please 
remember this. Of course, the whips of the various groups may move 
about, liut, I again repeat that members will not leave their seats 
and creat(‘ scenes which it is imijossible to visualize or control. 

The division was then taken, with the following result: 


AYES. 


ANmI Aiti. Maaltna M«. 

AMul tari, Maaivi. 

AMnI HaSt, Mr. MIrsa. 

ANal Mail Mia, Mr. 

ANhI Haktam, Mr. 

AMhI Nakim Vikramiiari, Mr. Mi. 

ANal Namli, Mr. A. M. 

ANal Namli Ikak, Maalvl. 

ANal iabkar, Maaivi. 

ANal Kaiar, Mr. 

ANal Karim, Mr. 

Akial Utif liiwat. Maaivi. 

ANal MaJM. Mr. lyN. 

ANal Wabai Kbaa, Mr. 

ANalla-ai MabmaN, Hr. 

ANar Rabmaa, Kbaa SabNar A. r. M. 
ANar Rastbli MabmaN, Mr. 

ANar Raibaai, Maaivi Mi. 

ANar Raaf. Kbaa tabib Maaivi 1. 

ANar Raal. Mr. tbab. 

ANar Rattak, Maaivi. 

ANal IbaNN, Maalvl Mi. 

AbMar Raia fibawibary, KNa RabNar. 
Abal Naibim, Maaivi. 

ANI Haaala, Mr. AhmN. 

Abat C aaiam, Maaivi. 

Aflab Naiala iaariar. Maalvl. 

AbmN All, Kbaa tabib Maalaaa taayatparl. 
AbmN AH MrMba, Maaivi. 

^ AbmN Naaala, Mr. 

ARaaaMta Abmai. Kbaa RabNar. 
AmlaaRab, Maalvl. 

Amir AH. Mi. Mia. 

Af mrt raaR, Mr. W. L; 

AabrataH, Mr. M. 

AalN Naaaala Kbaa, Maalyl. 

MMaarmw, Mr. N. R. 


Rarat All. Mr. Mi. 

Rarmaa, Rabu Uyanira Natb. 

Rata, Raba iatiaira Natb. 

Riiwai. Raba Lakihmi Narayaa. 

Rraibir, Mr. r. C. 
tampball. Sir Rvar|i, Kt. 

Obiypvaialt. Mr. i. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. , 

Oaapvr, Mr. C. R. 

Oraufltli, Mr. L. M. 

Dai, Mr. Aaakai Cbaaira. 

Dai, Mr. Kirit Rbaian. 

Dai, Mr. Maamabaa. 
liNr, Mr. UyaNraaatb. 

FarbN Raia Cbawibary, Mr. M. 

Farbat Raaa Kbaaaah Ragam. 

Fallal Hag, tN Naa'Ma Mr. A. K. 

Fallal QaNIr, Kbaa RabNar Maalvl. 

Failar Rabmaa, Mr. 

FaiJar Rabmaa Maktaar, Mi. 

Fargaiaa, Mr. R. H. 

RiaivMla AbmN RlmNbary. Mr. 

RMam Sarwar Naaaial, Mr. tbN tyai. 
QrlMtba, Mr. 0. 

Raraag, Mr. Dambar tiagb. 

NaMbaUab, tba Nta'bfa RawN RabaRar IL, aC 
Daica. 

NatiaNia Rbrnagbary. MaNH. 

Naartaiila Abmai, Rbla fablb. 
Hatanaiiamaa, Maalvl Mi. 

NaaNm AH RbN, KbN RabNar. 

Naalaa Marabai, Mrt. 

NatamaMy iamaiar, KbN RabM. 

NayatN, Mr. Ragara. 

H aairy, Mr. DavW. 

NMnl, Mr. M. A. F. 

IRria AbaMi MM. Mr.. 
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jiliilMta Ataai, J(ta« Maiir. 
jMlil&Hli kkmH, mr, 

KiMMMM km Kfeu taktt. 
whUumm. iff. e. t. 

MafUaMNi AkM Dr. 

MaBsMMi* MMikary, lUilvi. 

Maftlr^^Mr. L« T. 

■aJrtiK lUiliwaJkiMar IMay Okaak. 

MaktakuMia Ak«a<, Kkaa takakar. 

■aaial, Mr. Kirat Okaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. 4a|at Okaaira. 

MaalraMia Akkaai. Maahri. 

Maiai AH Kkaa faaal, Maaivt. 

MMai. Mr. 0. W. 

MWar, Mr. 0. 

MRat-Rakartsaa, Mr. 0. E. L. 

Margaa, Mr. 0. 

Mailaai AH Maltak. Maatvi. 

Mataaiaitl Maa, Maatvi Mi. 

Makaaiaiai AM'Kfcaa takik Maatvi lyvi. 
Makaaiaiai Ali, Kkaa Oakaiar. 

Makaaiaiai Ikrakiai, Maatvi. 

Makaaiaiai ttkaaat, Maatvi. 

Makaaiaiai Itraii. Maatvi. 

Makaaiaiai liiii^a*, Dr. lyai. 

Makaaiaiai talaiaiaa, Mr. 

Maltkk. tka Naa'kla Mr. Makaaia Oakary. 

Mattick, Mr. katia Kakary. 

Maikarraft Naaaaia. tka Haa kta Nawak, Kkaa 
Oakaiar. 

Maatafaaaal Naiaa, Mr. lyai. 

Naaiy, tka Haa kta Makaraja Iria Okaaira, 
at Kaiiaikaair. 


NManMMk. MHaakaia K. 

MuMkar AN, Ika Nai'kM Maokri Oyai. 
OkiiMiiiB. tka Naa'kla Kkaala lir. 
Maiaia. Mr. T. 0. 

Naarailia, Mr. K. 

Pattaa, Mr. W. 0. 

OakaMt, akaa Oakaiar A. M. L. 

Raikat, tka Naa'Ma Mr. kraaaaaa Oak. 
RaUkviMa Taratiar, Maatvi. 

Ran. Mr.i. 0. 

Ray, tka Naa'Ma Sir Oi|ay Eraaai Otaik, Kt. 
Ray. Mr. Okaaaajay. 
laiaraiila Akaiai, Mr. 
latraiila Akaiai, Na|t. 
laNai. Mr. 1. A. 

taaaaHak, AI*Nai Maataaa Dr. ^ 

tarkar. tka Naa'Ma Mr. NaUat Raa|aa. 
tataaaa, Mr. R. M. ^ 

•aa. Rat Oakaiar iafnk Okaaira. 

•arajat tftaai. Mr. 

•kakakaiila, Mr. Kkaaja. 

Ikaaitaiila Akaiai Kkaaikar, Mr. 

•kaaiiat Naia, Maataaa. 
liagka, Oaka Kikatra Natk. 

Itavaa, Mr. i. W. R. 
lakraaariy. tN |taa'Ma Mr. N. t. 
Taaiiaaiila Kkaa, Maatvi. 

Tayaraiak. Rai Oakaiar Maaagta Lilt. 

Tafat Akaiai Okaaikary Maatvi Naji. 

WaUar Rakaiaa. Maatvi. 

Watt, Mra. tUaa. 

Wariaaartk, Mr. W. 0. 

Vaiaf Ati Okaaikary, Mr. 

Zakar Akaiai Okaaikary, Mr. 


NOES. 


Akial Nail, Kkaa Oakaiar lyai. 

Akial Nikiai, Maatvi. 

Akial Majli, Maatvi. 

Akial Wakai, Maatvi. 

Aka Hataaia tarkar, Maatvi. 

Akal ratal, Mr. Mi. 

Atkaryya Okaaikary. Makaraja taaki Kaata at 
Maktai acka,* Myaiaaaiaf k. 

Attik AN, Mr. 

ANaiaiiia AkaMi. Mr. 

Daaarjaa. Mr. F. 

Oaaarjaa. Mr. Fraiaillia Natk. 

DMariat. Mr. Olkaatk. 

Daaaril. Mr. Oatya Frtya. 

Daaaarlaa. Mr. Maaaraajaa. 

Sanaa, Oaka FraMkari. 

OaraMa. Oaka IkyaaM Fraaai. 

Oaaa, Mr. Raalaak Kaaiaf.* 

Dkaaiaik, Dr. OaMaia Okaaira. 

Otaaraa, Mr. RaMk Ul. • 

Mavat, Mr« Oaiaaiia Natk. 

Data, Mr. Okcat MHMfra. 

Oiakrakorty.^NDa Mataa ira Narayaa. 

•kakrakarty. Or. iaNaiia Oatk. 

W k tly a y y atfc y W>H KOa. , 

DIM, wm Moliait iki Bi ra . 

Dm, DMkk SOWMMlk* 

Saaa, Daka DaktoOra Natk.* 


Da« Ovrta, Oakv Kkagtaira Natk. 

Dat OvFta, Dr. i. M. 

Dat Ovrta, Mr. Nartaara Natk. 

DaHa, Mr. Dkirvaira Natk. 

Dvivi, Mr. Narvaira. 

Dvtta, Mr. kakvaMir. 

Datta Ovrta. MIm Mira. 

Dvtta Matvaiiar, Mr. Nikaraaia. 

Eaiiaial Haaaa, Kaii. 

raraaai, Nawak klr Makhiiila, Kt, at Kataarar. 
Okata. Mr. Atvt Knakaa. 

Oiaaaiila Akaiai, Mr. 

Oaaiat. Mr. S. A. 

OaiaraiRi, Mr. TvM Okaaira. 

Ovrta, Mr. ivfatk Okaaira. 

Oarta, Mr. 4. N. 

Naaaa All Okawikary, Mr. Oyai. 

NIaialatagka, Mr. Frakkaiayat 

ialalviiia Naakaaqr, Mr. Oyai. 

iaaak AH MiJaaMar, Maaivt 

tUaa« Ati Mtmt OakMaaia Kavaa iak Oyai. 

Kkaa, Mr. D aaa a i ra LaN. 

KaaMr, Mr. AM O j w n ira. 
laaia, Mr. t Qi k Nkli Nalk. 

OaNl, Mr.OlaalaMafi 
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mti, mr. 

mmUd, Mr. AMftta Ul. 
mmrn, Mr. KrtoftM PtmM. 
MmM NmMn, Mr. 

MatIurjM, Mr. fmtmmai. 
MviMrJl, Mr. DMrwiira NtrifM. 
MffkNrfM. Mr. ft. 

MakMrII, ftr. N. ft. 

MiikNrK* Or. tk«rtt ftftMirt. 
MMHak. trljirt Atkatotli. 

Nttktr, Mr. N«m GkaMra. 
fala, Mr. ftiraka ftrManaa. 
ftraniulk. Mr. TarintelwraN. 
RaailaaMIfi AkaiaG, Mr. 


Ray O Ma ft O ar y, Mr. fti ra ain Othm, 
Ray, Mr. KaaMlkrtoftaa. 

Ray, Mr. KIraa taafcar. 

Ray. Mr. Ktabari MR. 

Ray. Mr. Maaai^ba Hattu 

Ray. Ral Raliaiar Kafelrai fthaaftra. 

laayai, Dr. RaUaaluha. 

•aayal. Mr. iataaka Sakfear. 

•aa. ftaka MaftaGra Rath. 

•tohaMI, Hr. 

•liaaitaaMa AhaNft, Mr. M. 

•iaka, lri|a( Maalaira ftkaiaa. 

Vaataf Mirn. 

Zaaiaa. Hr. A. M. A. 


Tlie Ay<*8 being 139 and the Noes 85, the amendment was carried. 

« 

(Cries of “Shame, shame’* from the Congress benches.) 


Mfi SPEAKER: 1 would request the Leader of the Opposition to 
keep within ihe i*arliamentary convention, so far as his group is con- 
cerned, that there may not be any cries of “Shame, shame” if a division 
goes against tliem, as that would amount to a reflexion upon this House 
as a wliole. I do not think it is right of anybody in this House to 
question any decision of this House however unfavourable that decision 
may be to any member or to any group, so long as he lemains a member 
of this House. ((’ri(*H of “Hear, hear” from tin* Trwisury benches and 
and Minist4*rial sti])porters.) I also hope tliat tlie j)arty wliich has got 
the majority on its side will also exercise restraint, for there is much 
virtue in restraint, and not do anything which may ])rovoke the other 
side. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will now j)ut the original resolution of Tlai 
Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, as modified by Khan Hahib’s amendment, 
to the vote. It will now read as follows: — 

“This Assembly is of opinion that all persons who were not convicted 
and sentenced after open trial and have yet been detained or intenied, 
kept in custody or otlierwise placed under restraint, or suffering restric- 
tions on their personal liberty under executive orders, whether under 
Regulation 111 of ISIS, or the Hengal Criminal IjBw Amendment Act 
of 1925, or Ordinance I of 1930, or the Rengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act of 19iK), or the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act 
of 1932, or the Special Powers Ordinance of 19*12, or the Public Secxirity 
Act of 1932 should he released and all restrictions placed upon their 
* liberty removed as early as possible in so far as such orders may be 
consistent mth, public safety. . 

» The motion was then put and a division was called. When the 
division was going on, one member was found 'canvassing and seining 
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fosnii members by the band to voto for his party, when Mj, San tosh 
E^ar calling the attention of the Speaker to what was goin^r 

on said: — 


Your mling, Sir, is going to be flouted bn the floor of this House. 


Mf* SPEAKER; I would request members to keep to their seats, 
except the party whips. I think it would be impossible if members 
cjarrietl on their work in a way which a person, jiulging from outside, 
will use terms, which will not l)e at all creditable to the House. I hope 
members will kindly realize that, with the exception of party whips or 
party leaders, nobody slionld move about when the division ljj*ll is 
ringing. , 

(When the motion was again put after the ringing of the bell was 
over, a division was called. Togetlier with the l^eader of the Opposi- 
tion and others Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, who was for the Ayes, 
also claimed a division.) 


Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Muhammad Ali, as you are of the Ayes 
opinion, you cannot call a division when I have already said that the 
Ayes have it. So, I am allowing a division not on your (‘all, but on 
that ot the other side. 

(During the division, before the members had fih'd into tlie lobbies, 
there were again disturbances and noises due to canvassing.) 


Mr. 8PE/CKER: Order, oidei. I must my that 1 strongly con- 
demn the metlmds wl^ch have been followed by certain members of 
dragging others — scune to the right and soim.* to the left. Ah I have 
repeatedly said, 1 hope unseeml\ scenes should not be created on the 
floor of this House. 

[At ibis stage an lionouruble member, Mr. Nureiidru Namyun 
Chakrabaity(y), was found dragging some members to his lobby,] 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Chakrabarty, 1 .must say that you are doing 
an act which 1 have just now condemned, and 1 am sorry that I ha»e 
to4pull you up. 

The division was Uken with the following result: — 

AYIS. 



AM«I NakM, m, 

ASM IIM VHt n mm iU Mr. M. 
Mr. A. a. 
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AfeMJaMNir, HMlvi. 

AMm lumt, Hr. 

AM»I K«ri«. Hr. 

AM«f iJlIf Mmvm, HMhrl. 

AM«I H«)ICHr.Syf4. 

AMU! WalWfe Kkw, Hr. 

AMaNa-m HaliMMtf. Hr. 

AMir taliwaa» Khaa MUnr A. V, H. 

AMar KaailiM Hakaiaai, Hr. 

AMar ftatatai, Haalvl Hi. 

AMar Kaat, Kiaa lakli Hiaivi I. 

AMar Raat, Hr. laaa. 

Aiiar Rauak, Haahrl. 

AMai IkaaMi, Haahri Hi. 

Ailiar Rtia Oiaarikary* Kkaa lakMar. 

Aial Matliiai, Haalvi. 

AMI Ha.ala, Hr. AkaiM. 

Aial QaaMm, Haahrl. 

Aftaa HoMin iaariar, HaaM. 

Ahaiai All, Khaa iahli Haalaaa Eaayatpari 
Ahaifi All Hrliha, Haalvl. 

Ahaifi Hotaia, Mr. 

AffaiaMin Ahaiai, Khaa lahaiur. 

Aailaallah, Maahrl. « 

Aaiir AU, Mi. Mia. 

Araiitraag, Mr. W. L. 

Aihratall, Mr. M. 

Aalai Naavaia Khaa, Maalvi. 

Aihar All, Maalvi. 

■aaaaraiaa, Mr. H. C. 

•arat AH. Mr. Mi. 

•araiaa, AaM Upaaira Nath. 

•Iiarai, RaM Ukihail Rarayaa. 

Rraihar, Mr. r. Q. 

OaaiphaH, fir Raarta, Kt 
flhippaaiala, Mr. i. W. 

Olark, Mr. I. A. 

Oaapar, Mr. 0. i. 

Craiflali, Mr. L M. 

Oai. Mr. Aaakal Ohaaira. 

Oas, Mr. KIrN Rhaua. 

Dai, Mr. Maaaiahaa. 

Eihar, Mr. Upaairaaath. 

Farhai Raia ehaarihary. Mr. M. 

Farhat iaaa Khaaaai, Ragaai. 

FaMal Naa. tba Haa'hia Mr. A. K. 

Fallal Qaailr, Khaa iahaiar Maalvi. 

Faalar Rahaiaa, Mr. 

FaMar Rahaiaa Maktiar, Mr. 

Firgaiaa, Mr. R. N. 

Raaiiaatar, Mr. K. 0. 

Rlaieiila Ahaifi RMaihary, Mr. 

Ralam tarwar NaiaJai, Hr. thah ty«i. 
•iintlM. Mr. 0. 

Raraag, Mr. Daaihtr Hagh. 

NaMhatlah, tha Naa’Ma Rawah Rahaiar K.. af 
Daaaa. 

NaRvaiila Ohawihary. MaatvL 
Niialaiila Ahaiai. Khaa lahih. 

MaaiHlaa. Hr. K. A. 

Maaaaaiaaaiaa, Maalvi Mi. 

'Naahaai AN Khaa, Khaa Rahaiar. 

NaaNia Manhai, Hra. 

Hataaially iaaiaiari Nhaf hahlh. 

Naywaai, Mr. Ragart. ^ 

Naairp, DavM. 

Miflial, Mr. M. A. F. 
iRrtlAhMaiMla Mr. 


Iipakaal, Mr. M. A. N. 

MilaiHa Ahaiai, Khaa Raha^r. 
iaaiaiaiiia AbaMi, Mr. 

KaMraiiia Khaa, Khaa tahll. 

MaaUaahlaa, Mr. C. t. 

HatMiiia AhaMi, Dr. 

Mahiaiila Ahaiai Ohaaihary. Maalvi. 
Magairt, Mr. L.T. 

Mahtah, Haharajkaaiar Uiap Rhaai. 
Mahtehaiila Ahaiti. Khaa Rhbaiar. 

Maaial, Mr. Raaka Raharl.** 

Maaial, Hr. Rirat Cbaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. iagat Ohaaira. 

MaalraiilB Akhaai. Maalvi. 

MiMi All Khaa Faaal, Maalvi. 

Milff. Hr. 0. W. 

MHIar, Mr. 0. 

Milat-Rahtrliaa, Mr. C. E. L 
Margaa, Mr. Q. 

MfUfai All Mallah. Maalvi. 

MauiaiafI Hag, Maalvi Mi. 

MahaaiaiBi AtuI Khaa tahlh Maalvi tyai. 
Mahaoioiai All, Khan Rahaiar. 

Mahaaiaiai Ibrahim. Maalvi. 

Mahammai iihagaa. Maalvi. 

Mahamaiai lirall, Maahrl. 

Mahammai SiiiigBf, Or. iyti. 

Mahammai lalaiman, Mr. 

Mallkk, Ihf Han'Mf Mr. Makaaia Rahary. 
MaHifh, Mr. Fatin Rfhary. 

MafharraH Hauain. tha Han'hia Rawah, Khaa 
RahoRar. 

Maitagaawai Haaaa, Mr. tyai. 

Maitala All Oawan Sahib. Mr. 

Naaiy, tha Naa'bla Maharaia Srli Ohaaira, af 
Kailmhaiar. 

Raaarvllah, Nawahtaia K. 

Raaihar All, tha Naa’hia Maalvi iyai. 
Raiimaiiia, tha Nan’hia Khwa|atlr. 

Rimma, Mr. T. R. 

Raaraiiin, Mr. K. 

Fattan. Mr. Wao. 

Rahman, Khan Rahaiar A. M. L. 

Raikat, Iba Han'hia Mr. Fratanaa Dab. 
RaJIbaiiln Taratiar. Maalvi. 

Ram, Mr. i. R. 

Ray, tba Haa'Ma Sir Rijay Fraui tlpgh, Kt 
Ray, Mr. Dhananjay. 
iaiamiiin Ahmai, Mr. 
tairviiln Ahmai, Haji. 
tallm, Mr. I. A. 

larhar. tha Han'hia Mr. RalialRaaian 

Oaaaaaa, Mr. R. M. 

laa, Rai Rahiar iagaah Ohaaira. 

larajvt lalam, Mr. 

•hahahaiila, Mr. Khwaja. 

•hamaaiiln Ahaiai Khpaihar Mr 
ihaiaaol Naia, Haalaaa. 

•Higha, Raha Kthvlra Rath. 

Mavta, Mr. i. W. R. i 
iabniwariy, tha Naa'hM Mr. N. I. 

Tamlaaiila Khaa, HaalvL 
Ta«vl Ahomi Ohaaihary, HaaM N^t 
WaNar RahouM, HaahrL 
Watt Mrs. tRaa. 

Wariawarth, Mr..W. O. 
yasaf AN Ohaaiaafy, Mr. 

Uhar Ahomi Rha aih aiy, Mr. 
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NOEt. 


AMUNafMt, itiaivr ly«4 

AtMEaklM^EMlvL 

A»M MiOM. HMivl. 

AMiI Wth«i.»MlvL 
Afci mwri i faitor, MM. 

AM fmi, m. m, 

AciMfyft tfttMMnr, M«h«ni« ttani Katta al 

•i IMlKlflfWWBf M 

Aflaft AH. Mr. 

AtlaiaMa AMta. Mr. 

•aatftaa. Mr. P. 

•aaarfaa, Mr. ^aiallia Natli. 

■aaarlM. Mr. Wiaatli. 

•aaarit, Mr. tatya Mya. 
taaaar l a a , Mr. Maa«nui|aa. 

Sanaa, Saia ^aiaarL 
Saraiaa, Saka Myaaia PraMi. 

SaM, Mr. taatasa Kaaiar. 

■kavailk. Dr. Sakiaaa Okaaara. 

Sisaa*. Mr. Katik ial. 
iliatat, Mr. laraaira Natk. 

SaM, Mr. larat OkaMra. 

Skakrakariy, Baka Naraaira Narayaa. 

Okakrakarty. Mr. Jatiaara Natk. 
ekaNayatlkyay. Baka Harfpaka. 

Qkaaikart. Rai Hartakra Natk. 

Daa, Baka Makia Okaakra. 

Daa, Baka Rakhaaatk. 

Saai, Baka Dakaakra Natk. 

Oil Bayta, Baka Kkag aakra Natk. 

Oaa Bayta, Dr. 4. M. 

Ooa Bayta, Mr. Nartakra Nftk. 

Oatta, Mr. Dklraaira .Natk. 

Data!, Mr. Haraakra. 

Oatta, Mr. takaoiar. 

OatU Bayta, MIm Mira. 

Oatta Maaaaiaar, Mr^NIkaraaka. 

BMkaial Nakaa, KaiL 

raraaai, Nawak kir Makiakiia, Kt. al Rataayar. 
SkaM, Mr. Atal Krlakaa. * 

BtoaaBtfla Akoiaa, Mr. 

BaoMi. Mr. I. A. 

rataraaii. Mr. Tatel Okaakra. 


•iplB. Mr.ktiaak BkMMn. 

••yli,Mr.AR. 

Naaaa Xu Bkawkkary, Mr. lyaB. 

MlmHaNtgfckt Mr. Rrakkaiayid. 

Jakiiakila Matkaoiy, Mr. tyaB. 

4aaak AN MaJaMiar, Maalvi. 

Kaatn AN Mina, iakikaaia Ka«aa km lytk, 
Kkaa, Mr. Oakaakra UN. 

Kaoiar, Mr. Atal BkaNra. 

Naaka, Mr. NIakItka Natk. 

MafN. Hr. NIkaaJa Sakari. 

MaNra, Mr. laraakra Makaa. 

Mali, Aiaralta Kaoiar. 

Majaakar, Mra, Naoiayraaa. 

Maaaoikar. Mr. BIraakra Natk. 

Mat, Mr. Itwar Ckaakf|. 

Maakal, Mr. Aarlta Ul. 

Maakal, Mr. Krlakaa Rraaak. 

Makkol Naaala. Mr. 

Maakarjaa. Mr. lyaoiayraaak. 

MakarJI, Mr. Dklraakra Narayaa. 

Hokkariaa, Mr. S. 

MakkarJI, Dr. N. 0. 

Makkarji. Dr. tkarat Okaakra.' 

Maltlak. trijat Aakataak. 

Naakar, Mr. Naai Okaakra. 

Rala, Mr. Baraka Praaaaaa. 

RraoMMik, Mr. Tarlalakaraa. 

Raaitiakkia Akaiak, Mr. 

Ray Okaakkary, Mr. BIraakra Klakart. 

Ray, Mr. Kaaialkrlakaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kirao laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Kitkarl Rati. 

Ray. Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 

Ray, Rai Bakakor Kaktrak Okaakra. 

•aayai. Dr. Nailaaktka. 

•aayal, Mr. laaaaka lakkar. 
taa, Baka Nayaakra Natk. 

•kakakaH, Mr. 

IkaoiMkkla Akaiak, Mr. M. 

Oloka. Irijot Maaiakra BkaikM. 

Vaataf Mina. 

Zaaiaa. Mr. A. M. A. 


The Xyes being 141 and the Noes 85, the motion was carried. 


Adjournment. 

J'he Assembly wa.s then adjourned till 'M5 p.m, on Tuesday, the 
10th August, 1987, at the Assembly House, ( ulcutla. 
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[10th Ato. 


Proceedingt of the Bengal Legislative Aiseoibfy* assemUed 
under the provisions of die Government of India Actr 1935. 

The Asskmuly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 10th August, 19‘17, at 3-4o p.m. 

Present: 


Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haquk, c.i.e.) 
in the Cliair, the ^leven Hon’hle Ministers and 224 elected members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Percentage of the total collections in respect of certain estates. 

•29. Rai HARENDRA NATH GHOUDHURY; Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleast‘d to state what 
percentages of the current demands the total collections of the Govern- 
ment attained every year during the last five years in respect of — 

(i) permanently-settled estates; 

(it) temporurily-settled estates; and 

I 

(in) estates held and managed direct by Government? 

If 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the HoiVhle 
Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): A statement is laid on the table. 


StQlbemeni referred to in the reply to starred question No, 29, showing 
the percentage of the total collevtwns on the current demand for 
the years to 193o-iki. 



1935-36. 

1934-35. 

i 

1933-34. 

1932-33. 

1931-32. 

(6 Pernmnently- settled 






estates 

1O6-60 

102*64 

100-4 

• 95-67 

94-73 

(^) Temporarily-settled 
' estates 

102 81 

100-28 

97 18 

91 97 

92-36 

(iii) Oovemment estates , . 

102 07 

96 94 

79-97 

71-38 

76-63 


‘ BaBu NACENORA NATH SEN. Were tb^. better realizations in 
1936-36 due to coercion on the part of Government officers P 
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tht Hon’blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: « No. Sir. 
€k>;f^rnmeiit«repudiate any such sugg^estion. 


iNNl^NAGENDRA NATH SEN: What was the difference in 
percentage figures of 1931-32 and 193r)-i36 due to ? 


Tfie HoiPIHe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Was the adoption of 
certificate procedure in a large numher of eases in 1935-30 one of the 
reasons for increased collections? 

The Hofi’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY^ 1 ask for notice. 


Number of unemployed who committed suicide. 

*30. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE; {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department W 
pleased to state whether (loMMuinent have any statistics to show — 

(i) the numher of unemployed who committed suicide during the 
lust 3 years in Bengal ; and 

(tt) the names, addresses and educational (juulifications of all those 
who committed suicide? 

{b) Will Ilon’hle Mincster he also pleased to state the steps pro- 
posed to Ih‘ taken h\ (lovernment to prevent commitment of 
such suicidtsl^ 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hia Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur^ of 
Daooa):' {a) {i) and {n) I have no information. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE; What was the number of persons who 
committed suicide during the lust three tears? 

*Th. Hon'M..Ntw.b KhwaJ. HABIBULLAH Balmdur, of Daooa: 

I have alicady said that I have no information. 

• • 

, Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Wiiut is the number of unemployed matri- 
eulaiee ? 

Tho Hoii*Mo NnraB Khwoia HABIBUL*LAH Botadiir, of. Doom: 

I have no informaticfh, Sir. 
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Bibu NACENDRA NATH SEN: May I know whether his state- 
ment that he has no information is one that has been made in his 
personal capacity as Nawab Bahadur of Dacca or as a Minister P * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That question does not arise. 
Whatever a Minister says on the floor of this House must be taken as a 
statement made by him as Minister and not one made by him in his 
personal capacity. The question of his personal knowledge cannot 
arise in this House. 

Mr* MANMATHA NATH ROY: May I ask whether Government 
has apy responsibility in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadiifp of Daoca: 

No. 

’ I 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSEf Will the H on’ble Minister be 
pleased to enquire into the inatier and obtain information and place them 
before the House? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am prepared to give the detailed information after enquiry from the 
Department concerned. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Will he ask for information 
himself from his Department? 

The Hon^ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

If specific instances are given, I shall ask my ^)epaitment to furnish 
information about them. 

, Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Did the Government try tp obtain 
information ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur; of Dacca: 

We have got no information, but if, as I have already stated, specific 
instances are cited, we are prepared to enquire into the matter. 

Mr. P. BANERdl: Is it not a fact that instances of such oases 
of suicide are recorded in tlie Police Department ? . 

' Th. Hwi’M. Nawtfi KhwaJ. HABIBULLAH Bahadur, af Oaeea: 

1 have no information. 

• Mra *P. BANERif : Is it not a fact 
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jMr. SPEAKER: I would tell you, Mr. Banerji, that the form of 
your question is uot in order. Toucan put it in this way:* Is the* 
Hon^ble Minister aware 


Mr. P. BANi^RJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aw’ore that oases of 
suicide ar^ reported in thanas, record of whi(‘h is kept in a reffisterP 


The HoiPble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I have no information. 


Mr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On o point of order. Sir. I hep to 
submit that the right of interpellation is an important privilege of this 
House. We, Members, are entitled to obtain tnie ntid correct replies 
to questions and not evasive replie.s. It is within your right. 
Mr. Speaker, to compel a Minister to^do so or to take such steps as to 
make him give a correct answ(*r. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Von know that it is the duty <»f the Minister in 
charge to give a reply to a (juestion concerning his department and you 
know also that Parliamentary conventions both here and elsewhere is that 
the Speaker has absolutely no control over the answers given by the 
Treasury Benches. As a matter of fact the Speaker has no jurisdiction 
to enquire as to whether the answer given by a Minister is correct or 
ijot. T* is open to the Members to take steps as proper or necc?«sary 
under the Kales and St^inding Orders in reganl to incorrect answers. 
But I do not think it is within my competence to say whether an infor- 
mation given iTi corr(»ct or not, nor can 1 compel to answer a (juestion. 
in a particular manner — of course* the Minister has to give some answer. 
I think that has been tVe < (invention. ^ 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: M ay I know wliether it is 
proper for a Member of this Hons<* to ifisjniiate that a Minister has given 
an incorrect answer? 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: My niliiii; is that a Member cannot, of course, 
make any insinuation, but the point for consideration is whether the 
expwssion “incorrect answer” is an insinuation. IVrsonally, T think 
a Ikfember is entitled to enquire whether a statement is correct or not. T 
do not think that in Parliamentary practice the word “incorrect” has 
been taken as cllie in the nature of an insinuation. 


The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Will not the right of 
interpellation be abused if questions of such •frivolous nature are to be 
allowed f 
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Mr* i^RAT CHANDRA ROSE* Is that observation of the Hon*ble 
*l£inister in order? , 

Mr. SPEAKER: He w^ints my ruling just as you did th^ other day 
as to whether a question is frivolous or not. So long as the Hon’ble 
Minister wants for a ruling from me he can refer it in that* way. In 
this case the ruling that I gave the other day holds good. 

System of siip|i»ying identifiers to the process-servers. 

Mauivi MOHAMMAD I8HAQUE: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(/) that under the recent High Court circular stopping the prac- 
tice of supplying identifiers to the proc(‘ss-‘iervcrs by the 
parties concerned, th(‘ process-servers find great difficulty in 
serving the proc(*sse.s made over to them for service; and 

(u) that reports recently received sliow that ca^es of rough handling 
of the process-seners liavc increased? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the aftirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of reintroducing the 
system of supplying identifiers to the process-Slervers from the parties 
concerned ? 

MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HorPble 
Nawab hhisharrufr Hoseam, KhMi Bahadur): No. Govern- 

ment are not aware of 4iny s\ich case of diffici^lty. Itule 77(!?), Civil 
Rules and Orders, ehubles the process-servers lo obtain identifiers in 
difficult cases. 

(i/) Government have no information on the point. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Since the issue of the High CouH Circular 
are not the MtmAifs more eager to dispose of cas<‘s than to do justice? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not know how’ this question cun arise. The 
main question is of su))()lying identifiers to process-setvers and the sup- 
plementary qu<‘stion has nothing lo do with that. I am sorry I cannot 
allow this question. r t 

« 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that in revenue and criminal cases identifiers are not necessary and 
that proce.sses are la^eeute'd by the process-servers on their ovrn idfntf- 
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Hie Hon’ble Naweb MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan AahaAirc 

I hanre nothiitf^ more to add. 

Mr. MtftZA ABDUL HAFII: U the non'ble Minister aw^re that 
if the system of supplvinj?^ identifiers to the proress-servers be reintro- 
duced ■ aj^ain the liti^raiit public will be drajfp-ed into unnecessary 
harasement ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

That is a matter nf opinion, Sir. 


Introduction of the system of compulsory retirement of Government 
servants after 25 years’ service. 

*32. Mauivi MOHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Uon’ble Miniater 
in charge of the Finance Depart inent be pleased to state whether 
Government cont4*mplate the intnaluction of the system of (‘ompulsory 
retirement of Government servants after 25 years’ service? 

MINISTER in oharga of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’bla 
Mr. Nalini Ranjan 8arMlr>: The answer is in the negntive. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSEs Will the Iburide Minister for 
Finance l>e pleased to state why the introdm-tion of tliat system is not 
in conteiufdation ? ^ 

Tha Hon’bia Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Because it is not 
necessary to enforce it. A Government servant who has put in 2d <»r 
24 years service at the age of about 45 might be (piite conij»etent to 
continue.’ 

Khan Sahib Mauivi 8. ABDUR RAUF: Is it not the best method 
of retrem hment to comj)el a Government officer to retire after the age 
of 50 years? 

^r. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion and I cannot allow it. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Having regard to acute un- 
employment and financial stringency, will not retirement, if enforcec^ 
help to solvj unemployment as well as give financial relief? 

‘Ni. HMi'bl. Mr.^ NALINI RANJAN. Barker: 1 have-not yet 
considered that point of view. 
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Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hoa’ble ' the Finance 
•Minister ‘be pleased fo state whedier 26 years* senrice qi^alifies a man 
for full pension? 

Tha Hofl’ble wir, NALINI RANilAN BARKER! It does. 

Hr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: What are the reasons for not 
introducing the system of compulsory retirement after 25 years? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. NALINJ RANJAN BARKER: As 1 have 
already said a man may he quite active after 25 years’ service. 

« 

Mr. P. BANERill: Was not the system of oompulsorv retirement 
introduced about 5 years ago? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I have no informa- 
tion. 

Mr. M. BHAMBUDDIN AHMED: Were any statistics ever taken 
by Government showing how many officers are competent to continue 
in service after 25 years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER; Government’s 
experience is that they are mostly competent. 

Mr. BARAT CHANDRA BOBE: Will the llon’ble the Finance 
Minister be pleased to state the percentage of officers who joined Gov- 
ernment service at th^ ages of 22, 2d, 24 and 25 years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I want notice. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that within 
the last five years steps were taken to enforce compulsory retirement, 
and, if so, what is the rmson for a departure therefrom? 

Th« Hon’bla Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I am not aware 

of any such step. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: How many pert^ns are there in 
Government service, in provincial as well as in subordinate services, 
vho have put in 25 years’ service? 

Mr. BREAKER: I thhik that is much too a comprehensive question; 
which does not arise out of fhe main question. • 
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MiC R/I8IK LAI, 'BISWASS' InUh© Government aware t^at com- 
pulaary retire^nent after 25 years will entail a substantial saving to 
Gbvemmeiit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: It may entail a 
^00(1 saving, but Government does not oonsider it a sound prineiple to 
follow just now. 


Effect to the reoonmiendatioiis of the Mukherjee Retrenohmant 
Committee. 

*33. MiUlvi MOHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the bio Minister 

in charge of the Finance Depart nieut be pleaaoil to state whether it 
is under the contemplation of Government to give full effect to the 
recommendations of the Mukherjet* Retrenchment Oommittee, Bengal, 
1923 ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: No. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE*, lias the Government any inten- 
tion t4) gi\e (‘ttcct to the i ecimiiiieiulat lon.s ot tlie .MiMikerjee ( Viinniittee ? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Some of the recom- 

Miemiatioiis have already l>een given effect to. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Ma\ 1 know wliii li of the recoin* 
meiulation> have been jjivioi effect to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: 1 want notice. 

Extension of sonrico to Qovamment offloort. 

•34. Dr.. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department he plea.sed to state the principle 
underlying the practice of giving extension of service to Government 
oflS^rs ? 

ThoMon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: The general prin* 

ciple is that eAeusions of service should not be granted. Exceptioos 
are allowable only when they are necessary in the interests of the pub’ 
lie service. • 

• 

Maiiivi ABDUL BARI: How many o$eers were given en extension 
of service after 25 years since 1936? 



78 ; 


QUESTION'S. 


[10th Ahq., 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is much too a comprehensive question cover- 
Ing the entire Government service. Surely, you oannot ^xpect that it 
is in the cognisance of the finance Minister as to how many extensions 
have been given in the various departments. You must put specific 
questions so that Mr. Sarker may be able to answer them. * 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: How many officers of the Education 
Department were given extensions since 1936 after 25 years of service? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On what principle is an exten- 
sion considered necessary? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER; In the interest of 
public service. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is it the Puldic Service Com- 
mission or is it the Government who will decide the (piestion of granting 
an extension in the interest of public service? 

The Hoit’ble Mr. NALINI RANdAN SARKER: The question of 
extension is decided by the appointing authority. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Wliat is tlie meaning of *'iu 
the interest of public service”? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question of interpretation is quite a different 
matter and has nothing to do with supplementary questions. 


Posting of local ofnoor or Deputy Conservator of Foreata in hia 
own district. 

*35. Kban Bahadur dALALUDDIN AHMED: (p) AVill the 
Hon’ble Miniatar in charge of the Torests and Excise Department be 
pleased to state whether it has been the policy of the last Government 
in the Forest Department lo place at the head of the Forest Adminis- 
tration of a division a local officer or Deputy Conservator of Folesta 
with headquarters in his own district? 

(5) If so, when was this policy adopted and for wKat reasons? 

^ (c) How many such local Deputy Conservators of FdTests are at pre- 

sent serving in their own division or district and for how hmg? 

{(i) Is the present Miifistry considering the desiralnlity of adhoruig 
to this’ policy? 
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MNI8TER i5 ohvg^ of FORESTS aiNl EXCISE DEPAaTMSNT. 
’ (thi«Hoii’SloSir. Prasaima Dob Raikot):— 

(n) No^ 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) Two, for about IJ years each. 

{d) Does not arise. 

Appointment of scheduied oastos in the Exoiee Department 

*36. BiriMi ADWAITA KUMAR MA«II: Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge ot the Excise Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(0 how many posts have been filled up in the Excise Department 
since the 1st January, 19d2; 

(it) how many of them have been given to («) Hindua, and 
(h) Muhammadans? 

{hi) how many of the Hindus belong to the scheduled castes; and 
(ir) how many of the said scheduled <‘astes have l)een api)ointe<l as 
Insi>ectors, Sub-lnaiiectors and clerks, year by year? 

The Hon’ble Mr,. FRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: A statement is laid 
on the table. 

Stnteynent ^referred to in the reply to starred question No. 36. 


it) 

.. 116 

(ii) (a) 

93 

(h) 

... 60 

(m) 

... 12 

(tr) 1932 


1533 

* Nil 

1934 

2 as Sub-Inspectors 

1935 

1 as Sub-Inspector 
and 

2 as clerks. 

193€ 

... 3 as Sub-Inspectors. 

1937 

3 as Sul>-Iiispectors • 
and 

I as clerk. 


No direct recniitn^nt was made in the- cadre of Excise SupOrinten 
dents or Inspectors during this period,^ 
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ASOUL BARI: It api>ears from the answer that the total • 
number of appointments made is 115, of which 63 are itindus add 52 
Muslims, who were the other people? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: One is an Anglo- 
Indian and the other a Christian. 


Mr. PRAMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: What is the principle 
underlying the appointment of scheduled caste candidates.*^ 


The H0fl*ble'Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: The principle is 
one of requisite qualification. 

Mr, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many Muslims have been appointed as Inspectors, 
sub-inspectors and clerks year by year from 1932? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 want notice. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: What is the minimum 

stundui’d of qualification that is insisted upon? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: That depends on 
the nature of the service to which recruitment is made. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Will the llon ble Minister he pleased 
to state why the number of appointments from the scheduled castes has 
not beai|* up' to prescribed percentage ? 

Thi Hon’blo Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: No percentage has 
been fixed as. yet, Sir. 

Mr, RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Does the Governnujnt consider the 
desirability of appointing a larger number of scheduled caste 
oaudidates? 

Tho Hon'blo Mr« PRktkHHA DEB RAIKAT: I cannot say off- 
hand, Sir. 
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llr. RASiK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon^ble Minister* consider 
the dtsiffibiliW of appointing some Inspectors from the scheduled castes 
either <&ectly or by promotion? 

TIM NOA’bie Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: Yes, provided they 
are properly qualified. 


Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: U the llon’ble Minister aware that 
in his department there are several (juulified scheduled caste oflicers 
wdio deserve luomotion? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 cannot say off- 
hand, Sir. 


Short-notice question. 

A member: 1 have given nolice of a short-notice (juestion and I 
shoiihi like to know when that question is going to be answered? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think it would be inwinvenient if every day 
the Speaker is approached within the (Miamber lor iniornmtion with 
regard to shoit-notice (|uestion.s. You <’an take it that whenever a 
short-nolice (piesnun is put,' this Department semis it on to the Depart- 
ment conceined loi their (onseiit to answei it and as soon as that 
ciuisent Is gj\en ne('es«iin\ aetion is taken. It the ('onseiit is not given 
the memher (smcerned is also informed alMiut it. 1 ('an tell you that 
we ha\e sent tour (piestion to the De|mrtment concerned hut 1 may 
warn the llou-e that in^lutuic 1 shall not give any information as to 
what has been the fate of a HlMOt-m»tiee question. You cun empiire 
from the Seiret.ai,\ outsnb' this (Mtainbei 11 1 allow members to 
ascertain on the fhKii of the House as to the fate of such short-notice 
<iuest ions, •there would he no end ol interterence with the normal huni- 
uess (d the House entailing unnecessarv waste of time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Dn a point of personal e\[)lana- 
tioa, Sir, The Hon’lde the Chief Minister started hy sayinjj i*omething 
in orilei to e\.ide tin* <tnestion, and in\ (Mont is wlielliei an iton’hle 
Mirr**ter can evade knowledge when he has got thiit knowledge- 

Mr. SPEAKER ; 1 am afraid I must intervene at this stage. 

When tliai pt^int arose, it was (fecided then and there, and I do iK)t 
think there is any matter which reejuireH a personal expLination irom * 
you. I do not think you or any member slmuld explain your conduct 
unnecessiirily., I am not going to allow’ any« personal statement to be 
made simply because ^ member lias been mi«under»tfx)d by a Minister 
or by an ordinary member on a previous ocoosion. 

A 
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GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 
GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Ministers’ Emoluments BilL 1937. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: 1 beg to introduce 
a Bill to fix the salaries and allowances of .the Governor’s Council of 
Ministers. 

The Secretary, then reiid the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERUEE: AVlmt will be the procedure 
now tliat the Bill hjis been introduced by the Ilon’ble the Tinance 
Minister? I see that there are a niiniljer of iiiueiidnient.s. Your ruling 
on the hist occasion was that the mover of each amendment 'will be in 
a iMisitioii to move his amendment and make sj)eech in defence of his 
amendment and the original motion and the amendments will be dis- 
cussed together. I am raising this c|uestion because I gave notice of a 
large number of amendments which were in a consolidated form; but 
they have been split up. Shall 1 be perjuitted t-o speak on all the 
amendments together or shall 1 take them separately? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If they refer to one particular clause, and there 
are more than one amendments whether by yourself or any other 
member, I pro])ose to have all tlie am(‘ndment> moved together and 
discussed together and thereafter put to vot.» one after the other. 
But if the amendments rider to different (lauses, I am afraid, you 
c^aiinot take them together. You can always put \our view’s before 
the House w’hen mpu mo^e \our motion and you w ill have to take the 
seipience so long as it appertains to a different clause. For the time 
being in so far as the junendments of a particular clause are concerne<l 
1 think it will be (M)nvenient to the House and avoid waste of time 
if 1 albpw’ amendments to be moved one after the other but with 
reference to one (lause amb thereafter have a general debate. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: On a i>oiut of infornmtion. 
Where there are amendments for reduction of Ministers’ salary to 
Rs. 500 and also amendments to reduce it to Rs. 1,001,1, in which order 
will the vote be taken? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If Mr. Bose will draw my attention at the time 
when each amendment is put, each single item can be judged on its 
relevancy. If he will remind me at the proper stage I will give my 
deoision. 
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TIM Hon'bto Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I beg* to hmts 

that the Beagal Ministers’ Emoluments Bill, 1937, be taken into 
ooBsideraiion. 

Section* 53(1) of the Government of India Act, 1935, provides that 
the salories of the Ministers will have to be fixed by this Assembly and 
until such salaries are fixed by the Assembly, M\» Kxcellency the 
Governor has power to fix the salaries of tiie Ministers. I am taking 
the first opportunity to place betore the House the Jlengal Ministers* 
Emoluments Bill for tlieir consideration. 

Under the old Act the Government (consisted of Executive Coun- 
cillors and Ministers. The Executi\e Councilhus used to get 
Rs. (;4,(H)0 a year, which Mini was fixed by the Government of India 
Act itself, and the Ministers also used to get the slime salary as the 
Exe('uti\e Councillors unless and until it was reduced liy the vote of 
the (’ouiu il. Ilcie under the (tovernment of India Act. I}t35, the entire 
emoluments <>t the Ministers are l<» he voted b\ this .Vssemldy. So I 
have given notice ot this Bill tm the consideration of the memhers of 
this House AVe have fixed the salary aftei taking all tiie tacts into 
considerat ion. 


Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: inclu.liiig jKitty .■onMilmilion ? 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Mii> 1 luiou wlml are (tie fact* 

plt*:ise y 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I am 4-<iming to 
th(‘ iwiiiit*.. dofi’t he iiiijiat lent . W <• have taken into consideration the 
fact that such -^alaiv -.>houhl lu* j^iveii to the Ministers whicli will he 
imlnative ot otii de-iit ol (utliiig ihiwn the cost <d administration. 
We have also taken into considerat ion the fact that tlie .Ministers will 
have to move Jind live in a society vvliere money has not yet become 
valueless.^ TIicm* are the tw<i mam considerations which hove prompted 
me to put tlie s.ikines at figures such as we have suggestinl in the Bill. 
At this stage 1 do not want t-o .siiy more. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVhat is file '.aliirv fixed by Ilin 
Excellency the Governor V 

flw Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I uluill tlmt 
in my reply. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I beg to move that the Bill be circulated for» 
the purpose oi eliciting opinion thereon b\ (he 30th September, 1937, 

In doing m I am quite conscious of the f^ct tbat it is not a Silaiory 
motioa., Ministers or members on the Government side will perliai^s 
jump up and say that* this motion has been moved only for the purpose 
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of fihelvinif th© qii68tion. That is not the point at all. It is not a 
dilatory motion a** evident from the motion before you and 

what I have wanted is that the Bill should be circulated only to come 
up on the dOth September.* From the Ist October this Bill seeks to 
provide tor the emoluments of the Ministers. I w'ould ask the 11 
Ministers, particularly tlie Chief Minister or the Prime Minister by 
whichever luiiue he may be emailed, to think for a while of the good 
opportunity that is before them. They should think whether it is a 
good beginning or a bad beginning of ruling Bengal by them. This is 
an opportunity for them to show to the people that they really want to 
do g(M)d to the people and not merely shed crocodile tears for the poor 
pe^isaiitry of the country. Ilis Excellency the Governor fixed the 
salaries at JN. 2,o00 and 2,000. 1 say that this Government can 

he run by onl} two jiersons. Now we liave so many limbs of the Govern- 
ment but at one time there were only 4 Executive Councillors and 3 
Ministers. These 7 persons used to get lls. 04,000 a year and when- 
ever there was a denuind in this House for the reduction of tliat huge 
salary of the Ministers the usual cry was that consistently with the 
dignity and prestige of the Hoirhlc Ministers they could not accept 
anything les> than tliul figure. 1 was subjected to a lot of criticism at 
tliat time heciius(* I nio\ed a motion for fixing the salary at Rs. 500 a 
montli. Members of (toverninent then said tiiat Mr. Banerji wlien he 
l)(‘canie tin* Finance Minister would certainl\ accept Rs. 500, and that 
they would like to see that day. Sir John Woodliead said that lie would 
come all the way from Ibigland after his letiremeiit to thank me. But 
look at the otlier jirovinces now. In (i of tliem the Ministers have 
accejited Rs. 500 i)er month as .salary. 1 fail to undersUuid wliy in 
Bengal the Ministers cannot accept that sum. Bengal is a {xvor country 
UTul in the election mauiiesto the CJiief Mini'^ter said that the Ministers’ 
salary would he IN, 1,000. d’hat was the declaration ot our present Chief 
Minister. .\sNuming toi aig\nnent’s s;ike that tliere was no such 
dechuat i<»n you will lind trom the motions hetoic lh(‘ llou^e that not a 
sing-le memliei e.xcejiting perhaps Mr. dalaluddin llashemy luis tabled 
a motion for an increa.se of the Ministers’ salary. 1 think he is not 
earnest hut has put that motion as a sarcastic motion; his idea may he 
to reOon* the stulus iftnt. The llon’hle Mr. Fazlul IIu([ hits taken upon 
himself the responsibility of ruling this jU'ovince ami it is fair that 
this new administration should he run on some primdple — piinciple not 
of dividing the hool> hut (he principle <d sacrifice and service. L^sk 
what is tlie nece.ssity of bringing in such a Bill ifMhey accept the 
princii»lc of sacrifiie and service. Here i.s a glaring instance of the 
t'hange of attitude on their part. The Hon'ible lilr. Fazlul Huq 
declared at one time that he will not form a party with the descendant© 
of Clive and Mirjafar, May I ask him now what led him to form an 
unholy alliance with thosc^ people leaving the people, who would have 
led Bengal on proper lines, aside. We were hopelessly disappointed 
particularly when this Bill was placed before us." 
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I sliall point out that so many persons are not necessary ^ run tJ^e 
administration. There is no dearth of good men l)y whom this 
administration can be run — five would be quite sufficient. I fail to 
understatid why as many as 11 Ministers. are required. The work is 
not very heavy and I may say that they have very little to do. Still 
they say- they will require one year to release ilie detenus. If all the 
papers are placed before Sir Nazi he can dispose thim oflf within a month 
and a half. AVe are aware that he piloted the Primary Education Act 
and the Development Act through this (\)uncil and there can be no 
question of his ability. If Sir Nazi wants to live up to his 
reputation 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ma\ 1 re(iuest the hoirble member to refer to 
him respectfullv ? Otherwise Mr. Ihinerji should expect to receive 
the same treiitment as he is dealing out to the Ilon'hle Minister. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, 1 have taken note of \onr warning and 
also that from the IbuThle Ministers. I always threw the gauntlet to 
the flureamratic (toveniment and it is up to the Ministers to take up 
that gauntlet hut they do not. I am not afraid of the challenge. 1 
nuike lM)ld to sa\ tluit such challenges 1 have made in the shape of 
criticism of the working of tlie Ministers in this House including 
Sir Nazi 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Panerji, if >ou again reftT to him like that 
I will ha\e t(» rule \ou out and ask you lo sit <low’n. 1 shouhl like 
that a member should not address another except in a very respectful 
manner. You arc* not u^ing the name jiroperly and T cannot allow" 
you to subtract frfun add to the name of any nn'inber. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: It was the piactice in the piexious House 
and v\ e were allowed to say "Sir didm’ , or "Sir 11, L. . 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will not allow you to (luestion my division. 
If >()U are not preparetl to accejit my ruling you will have to sit down. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : (hi a {xiiiit of order, Sir. 
AAV are not used to bad manners. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Y ou are not the person to question it, it is 
for the Chair ft) question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble- Minister did not refer to 
partictilar member and Mr. Banerji should^ not take it upon himself. 
Ho merely said that “we are not accustomed to bad manners“^withqut 
referring to any parficular member. 
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. Mr. Pi BANERJI: Do you, Sir, direct that we should not take the 

names of other Ministers also? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a parliamentary' convention. That is why 
the names are not used. But in this country names are used and I 
am not going to disallow that. But I will not allow you to contract 
the name in a manner which might be taken exception to. 

Mr. P. BANERJI* Sir, as I was saying, whether the Chief 
Minister will agree with me or not, and I have said many a time in 
this House, that the history of British administration in tliis country 
has been a history of broken jdedges. Sir, if there has been no change 
on his j>art I shoii'id say that he must not support this Bill. He should 
lather stand uj) and support the cir< ulation in order to gather public 
oidnion. It has been said that in regard to this Bill ]>ub]ic opinion 
is not iKMcssary. Idiat was the old cr\ of th(‘ old Government in this 
House hecaus(‘ they always thfiught that whalev(*r uas pltua'd before 
this House than was reasonable and they must j>ass it. I would nsk 
the sui»porters ot (tovernm(*nt , particularly the i“epi'(‘senta1ives of the 
]*raja-Krisiik and cultivators in this country wh(‘thei’ in the poor 
circumstances as th(‘y arc* to-day it is in the fitness of things that such 
u hug(‘ salary should b(‘ gi\<‘n or eaten up by Ministeis of this 
country. If tlu' Ministers U(Uild seize this o]iporlunify and accept a 
lower #*alary that is jMissihle for Government to jiay , there would be 
large saving and also that would be setting a Muy good 

cxamjile. Higdi (dficials (d‘ (iovernment should set examples 
as has laaoi done in Ma<lra.s. In Madras, we ari* all aware, 

the Ministers havt‘ aceejited a salary of Its. o(jt) and hav(‘ made a 
reijuest to the memluMs of the Service 

Mr. SPEAKER: (>rd<‘r, order. I am afraid your motion is to 
(‘licit public opinion, and 1 hav(* allowed you so far to digress but 
1 think everything has its limit. 1 would recjuest you to confine your 
remarks to the^ issue, namely, that the Bill he cireiilated witii a view 
to elicit public opinion and to develop your argument tm that point. 

Mr. P. BANERill: Sii, what 1 was submitting to you is that 

if examjile of otlu'r provinces is taken we will find .that tliat is the 

public* view. The public of Bengal do not want that so much money 
will be given to tlie Mini.ster.s and particularly in thhi country and 
ilio.v alvso feel that so many Ministers are not iiec(\ssary. Seven Mem- 
ber.s and Mini.sters used to run this administration ami^I achuit for 
argmnent’s sake that for the first time seven Ministers are suflScient. 
What is the necessity for four others? From the facts before us yotl 
will mitice that they are dummy Ministers 
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Hft SPEAKER: May I know what relevancy has the n|imber of 
Minister on the issue of elicitinjf public opinion. You must show as 
to why this House should not iniiuediately proceed to consider this 
Bill and why this Bill slunild he circulated to elicit public opinion. 

The only relevant issue for the time heinpr is why this Bill should not 

be considered hy this House hut should jro for public opinion. You 
can develop your ar^juments on that basis. 

Mfi P. BANERJI: If you >o restrict 1 should sjiy that the public 

opinion in this country is very much apainst this Bill and therefore I 

have hroupht this motion in order to elicit jnihlic* opinion. If public 
oj)ini()n is taken you will find that public holds that s(» many Ministers 
arc not Tiecessary and so much nionc\ sliould U(U h(*«wnstetl. That is 
tlic oj)inion outsid(‘ and it tlic n‘pn‘scntativ(‘s <d the ju'oph' who have 
come }i(‘re liavt* to ascertain piiblic opinion the\ sluuild ).ro out in their 
constituencies ami hold meiMiiiiirs ami tlnuc ascertain public opinion 
ami tlnm coim‘ forward in lliis llous<‘ with their iiiamlate and say 
whether tlie ]»(‘ople of this coiintrv, whose representative's they are, 
want this Hill, wlictlu'r ihvy want this top-h(*avy administration or 
not. For that reason I was ai)|M‘alin^^ to the* Ministers, jiarticulurly 
the Friim' Minister, lanause lu* de*clared that was his policy and thai 
he will tt,\ to minimise ami curtail the (‘xpendilure as much us 
possible, and 1 was jiist enmiirin^'- wh(*tlM‘i it wenihl la* fair <m his jiart 
to join with ol her ' pe(»ple wlio I eonsnh'r an* ahs<dutt*l.\ react ioiiat ics. 

1 would asK the* hon’lde inemheis oj this House to east off the shackles 
ami sn]i)iort ni> motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think it would he* conv<‘in<*nt if instead of 
adjoin nin^'- tnc House fne minutes aft«*r it is adjourm*d for prayer at 
this staj^e. 

Tin* Hmisc was then adjourned for lo miniiles. 

Afl(*r adjournment. 

Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: Sir, 1 rise to oppose the motion for 
circulation of the Bill. I consider this us om* rd tin* tuiiall imitterH 
ihat^'ill come up, from time to time for diseinssion and decision in thia 
Assemhlv. If the (jovernment Bill he pa.s.s(*d as it is, it will make 
a difterence of % few lakhs and I do not think thai the question is 
so gnwe that so mueh time shouhl he wasted over this matter by^ 
circulating this Bill for public opinion. Since Mr. Banerjee the pre- 
vious speaker, referring to the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. laislul Huq's certain 
ntteranoea made before the general electioft, made rwrme remafki# I 
would ask for your i^rmission, Sir, to allow me to say something In 
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reply ii\ order to make our position very clear. It is true tkat 
Mr. Hu(i as such before his election made certain declarations and he 
ns the head of tlie Proja Party put forward a certain prog^ramme 
before the country. It is. really unfortunate that he could' not come 
here in a majority to take charge of the Government by himself and 
his party. Now, Sir, as things are, he had to coalesce with some 

other group wliich did not agree exactly with his party. Now, if it 

is a sin to form a coalition Mr. Huq is a great sinner. But this must 
be known to all of you here that Mr. Huq as he now is the Prime 

Minister of Bengal, is supported ]>y this side of the House and is 

therefore bound to follow the advice of his supporters. If he some- 
times makes some comjmmjise with his party it is not because he 
goes hack on his own words hut as a faithful leader of the i)arty carries 
out tlie wislo's of his party. So it is not always desirable that his 
past speec}i(*s should he cited to criticise* the action of the Government. 

N(av, Sir, 1 do not like to discuss tin* Government Bill on its 
merits. Just to show that this Bill is not of such a gn‘at importance 
that it should be circulated. 1 should like to make a few observations 
in this connecti(»n. It is said that b\ acccqiting lo\\(‘r salaries the 
Minist(*rs ought to show .some gesture of s\mj)ath>. It is again said 
timt as tliis partv or that part\ has accepted Ks. oOt) — why should not 
the Bengal M inisters follow the f*.\am])le. Sir, I do not think that 
these are matters uhich should be taken into consideration, while 
deciding what sliould he tlie pay of tin* Ministers, 'blie only test 
ought to he whether h\ giving more pa\ r)r less pay to the Ministers 
we shall be serving the best interests of the* country. ^ There w-as a 
time when the meinhership of the legisbitures used to he the monopoly 
of Nawahs and Maharajas w ho could afford to 4 pend as much time and 
lnonc^ as was n(»cessar\ in this affair. But, Sir. since the legisla- 
tur(‘s lia\e hecn 4‘iilargcd, tin* r(‘al ref)n*sentativ(*s of the jieofile have 
been able to come h(*re and tin* situation has been alt<*n‘d W** desire 
that the memhms of tht* Assemhl\ should always look to the interests 
of the masse.s. In onb*r that the memh(*rs of the legislatures may 
always look to the interests of the masses, the iiitere.st.s of the different 
gentlemen representiug the (lifferent 4'onstitueneu‘s must necessarily 
be just the same as tlu* inteiests of the masses. If there be any 
condiet of int(‘rests bt‘tween their representatives and the voters, 
then 1 do not think that the repre.sentafixes will really lie able to 
carry out the wishes of the voters. It will he to the interests of the 
voters themselves and' the people of Bengal if there l>^ an atmosphere 
which the real repre.sentative.s can come and do their w^ork 
independently. As everyone know's — those whose have fought the 
election know— has to spend a considerable amount of money 
from Rs. 1,000 even up to Rs. 10,000 for fighting elections. I would ask 
ibis House whether a man 'who is in a positiem to spend so much 
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money for his election is really belonging to the cultivator plass or ia 
really belonging to the class of people who are known as the rich. 
If one has to spend so much money and has to work without taking 
any money from Government, he must be very rich man, and in that 
case it is no use saying that because he is a rich man his interests are 
quite different from those of the poorer people and he cannot work 
for the poor. Now, Sir, without casting any reflection, I may say 
that if Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker be asked to accept a small sum or 
even to pay a certain amount to some institution from out of his own 
money he will he willing to work because he is fortunately circ'ums- ^ 
tanced. But everyone is lo^t placed in that jjositioii. e must'** 

create such an atmosphere where the real re])resentatives of the 
j)e<‘ple can eome and work. Now, Sir, it is a fact ami no om' (’Uii 
deny it that in the jue.sent order of things a memT>er of the h’gisla- 
ture, not to sj>eak of a Minister, has to sf)end a large amount of money 
for maintaining his juk-^ition. Therefore, it is d(‘siral>le that wer 

should keep them ec(inonii( ally independent, so that they may not 
look forward tor small fa\oiiis that tiovernment may irom time to 

time give them. No^^ it lias been said with regard to tins Gabinet 

that it is formed mostly of Xa\'ahs, Knights and Maharajas. I admit 

that It is M). It is .so, ]>ecaus(‘ wt* hav(* not lu'en abh‘ \et to <'r(*ate 

that atmosfihere where f)i(llnar\ tuen, wlio ar<‘ not so circumstanced 
as the Nawahs ma\ Ik* in a jiosition te come tot ward and lake* charge 

of the adininistraJion. If we r(*all\ want that in tin* (’ahinet and in 

this Assemhl> th(*ie shouhl he nnl> peojile’s refire.sentatives who wdll 
be iiidepemlent ami (aretree, we must see that th(*y are 

gi\en sm h ^ salaries ami allowances as are necessary for 

mainUuinng their prestige ami iK>siti<>n. Sir, one quesiioir 

may arise. Is it gner(‘ssar> for the sake (»f Keeping ono*a 
j)restige to spend so much mom‘> . In repl\ to this I shouhl like to 
sa> that if in this counti> no (me did ride imUor cars and no otie dic^ 
live in (lec(*iit Ionises, th«*n the (|uesti(m would have* Ikkmi quita 

diiieieiit.' But it >ou taki* tlie haul icalities of life -. 

Mr. J0DE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: May I rise, Sit. on a i>oinl 
of order If my hon’lde friend is speaking in o()[>osition to the 
motion for circulation, tiien the (jue.stion alxiut the suftieieiicy or other- 
wisg of the .saliiries does iidfliriKe. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite agree with Mr. Gupta that the question 
about the merits of tile Kiilarics docs not strictly arise, but 1 have beej 
watching the speaker. He wants to make out that the Bill should 
not be circulated for public opinion and I am not anticipating what 
•he would like to say. 1 hofie, however, thkt Mr. Hashim will confine 
his arguments to the relevancy of the isfftie before us., 
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Party, the League Party, and the Krishak-Proja Party, acd other, 
minority parties. They are sufficiently representative in character, 
and their opinion is the opinion of the whole of Bengal. So we have to 
decide the* jnatter here and now, and should not wait till the 30th of 
September. VTe know the burden will* fall on the shoulders of poor 
tenants; jlo we must see that only a moderate sum be allowed as 
Ministers’ salary, having regard to the condition of the inhabitants of 
this country. There are numerous motions pro]msing amounts varying 
from Rs. 5,000 and odd to Rs. 500. Sir, why not concentrate our 
energy on any one of these motions? If you want to give the Ministers 
a very moderate sum, stick to Rs. 500 j>er mensem. Let us see if we 
can carry that motion. There are also other modest motions, and we 
may take them up. In ;iny case, there is no nee«l to^wait any longer. 
Beside.s, this is a (|uestion winch has jilwaj»s been ]>resent, in the 
minds of the people outside, and we know the minds of the ])eople and 
also what salary the\ wrnild ])ropose toi the Ministers. The present 
Ministers, again, in their eh‘ction <‘am])aign> made it sufficiently clear 
that they would be (juite satistie«l with a moderate salary. (The 
Hon'ble Mr. H. S Srim \\v \ni)\ ; No, no; never.) The members 
of the Krishak-Proja lhirt_\ — ever\ one of them -have all along declared 
that whatever jirojiosals cami' tiom the Krishak Proja Ihirts, (hey 
would vote tor them pl he Hon'ble Mr. H S. Stnuwv^anv: No, 
ne\er.) Yes, you Mr. Suhraward> also said the same thing (hiring 
\our (‘lection campaign. ( 'Plie il<m'bb* Mi II. S. Si miiu vuov: Oh!). 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would r(‘i|m*s( the Hon'ble Mr. Snhrnward\ to 
lielp me Id sei* that ordei is kept in this Hon^e. (('beers from the 
Congress benches * 

• 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: 1 am afraid Mr. Suhrawardy has not yet 

forgotten his bo\ish ]>ranks. If he challenges m\ statement, I am 

quite prepared to take Uji his challenge. Hut 1 can also throw down a 

challenge to him. 1 am a member (d the Krisbak-Proja Party We 

drew up a programme, and that programme was sanctionml b> Mr. A K. 

Fazlul llmj, ;ivb<» is tin* Le.ulei ol the House to-day. I might add 

that mv friend Mr. Suhrawardy also agreed to it, as also other Muslim 

Leaguers. He also made the same promls^.s. (The ILm’ble Mr, H. S. 

SfirRAWAKDY : No, no. I als(» made promises but \ou have now 

• ■ 
forgotten them. 31r. Suhraward> now shrinks from fulfilling his own 

promises and he wants to leiract them. We the memhers of the 

Krishak-Proja lAirty at^ least drew up our programme, and it was fully 

di.scussed and appnjveil, after much fighting in our Frojn Par(y office.^ 

And this programme had also the approval of the Hon’ble the (ffiief 

Minister, and he himself made it .sufficiently clear to his constituency 

that his*soul would know no peace until and iinleHs he could bring dal 

and bkat to the doors 5f the poor. But tbe'manner in which he is going 
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to solverthe problem is by taking as much money as possible by way of 
salary! The Proja Party, Sir, condemn this policy, and4hink that the 
members of the Cabinet themselves should show the way how to 
minimise the cost of administration and the services by takiilg as low a 
salary as possible. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: On a point of information, Sir. 
Is the honourable member discussing the original Bill or the 
amendment ? 

Kazi EMOADUL HAQUE: If yoxi do not follow, I cannot help you 
my friend. However, Sir, my appeal to you now is that the Ministers 
would consider it thrice that the burden which they are going to throw 
upon the j)oor peasants by taking large Salarie> be not such as they 
cannot bear. With these few words, Sir, I oppose the motion for 
circulation. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: S r, may I, with the leave of the House, with- 
dl^J^w tiie motion ‘r 

Tlie motion for circulation was then by leave of the House 
wit lid rawn. 


ddtim' 1 . 

The motion that clause 1 stand's part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


(Idu.si' 2. 

I 

Mr. SPEAKER. Clause 2 is now (»pen for discussion. I might say 
at this stage that I propose, .so far as clause 2 is concerned, to request 
all the members who have given notices of amendments to move their 
amendments one after another, and thereafter we shall have debate on 
the entire clause and amemiments. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE; May I.ajik one question, Sir? Is it 
your intention to take up cmnsideration ql sub-clauses (a) and (b) of 
clause 2 separately or together? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a mntt€*r which 1 will decide later on. 
Before I request Mr. Pain to move the next motion, thtlre is one matter 
which I would earnestly request honourable members to remember. I 
have frequently mdiced that whenever a member is speaking other 
members generally cross between the Speaker and the member speaking. 
I believe it is not generally known tliat it is against Parliamentary usage 
and practice for any member to cross between the Speaker and the 
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member who is addressing the House, because that reaily intermpts the. 
attention which the Speaker is to give to that particular member. I 
have seen this in the different sectinii.s of tlie House but 1 thought that 
the practice would stop of itself. The nuiuber of such crossings 
however is increasing, so much so, that T think it my duty to draw the 
attentiojQ Of every member to it apd ^wov^hl ask them to see that whea 
a member is speaking none should cros.^ between the Speaker and the 
member who is speaking. In this ©onnexion I should like to state 
another matter and that is that I hd^e,seen frequently members leave 
at such irregular intervals that it Ls sometimes difficult for me to keep 
pace with the debate. I would request that members, when leaving the 
Chamber, w'ill please do so without any noise. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Ma> 1 rise on a point of information, 
Sir? May I know wliat has become of amendment of No. 2, standing 
in the name of Mr. Kasik La! His was? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has not move<l it. Were you asleep at the 
time? 

Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: Sir, 1 have been mivised by my 
friends that the amemlment standing in m> name is a very intriguing 
and (hingei'ons ameridmeni ^o mo\e. and. theief<»re I flo not move it. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: On a point ol order. Sir. 
Mr. Abdul Aziz’s amendment relates to the fixation f)f Ministers’ salaries 
to Hs. 1. 0(1(1 per mensem. If \ou would look at page .1 of the agenda, 
i.e., to items Nos H, aj|(l 17. \ou will find that it is jiroposed to move 
that in clause in lines I and ' 2 , the words “two thousand” he 

omitted. The eft'ef't of that is that the Mini*^(ers’ snlaries wouhl he fixed 
at Its. oOO per mensem for each Now. the point whicli I am rai'^ing for 
your ruling is that, if this motion is taken up now, amendments Nob. l(i 
and 17, automatically drop out. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As regards tliat. I have already ruled that 1 
propose that all amendment< relating to clause 2 of the Hill should be 
before the House, and that ♦•'npry member liuving an amendment in his 
name would he ejititled to move it in tlm order in which it has been 
tabled. Thereafter, it will he open to the Speaker to see how one 
motion cuts agtiiist another, and then to decide the matter. For the 
time being, however, this question does not arise. I call upon Maulana^ 
Md. Abdul A|i 2 to move his amendment. 

• 

Maillana Md. ABDUL AZIZ: Sir, it will he moved by my friend 
l£d. Abul FueI, and I do not, therefore, move it. 
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, Mr. Md. ABUL FAILS Sir, I beg to moTe that for sub-clauses (a) 
arwl (h) of clause 2 the following be substituted, namelj*, — , 

“to e£^h of the Ministers at the rate of one thousand nipeesrper 
mensem.” 

The object of my amen^l^jfipt^ jjx the pay of the Ministers at 
at Rs. 1,000 per mensem. Sinwn^gal ^ a poor country, and a poverty- 
stricken country like Ben^ ©unneit aWrd to pay Ministers more than 
Rs. 1,000 per njensem, for in^K^ case it would look like taking a 
dividend out of ill-paid workers. "*t*eople think, Sir, that the charm 
of office lies in the salary>*tbe more the s||lary a man gets, the higher 
he stainls iji tie esiiina^o^*\)f the people. But we know, Sir, that the 
^ii^i|ubiMl4;unurcl value of a poor .vrieuti^t or a teacher is much more 
tlian that of those who draw big salarie.s. or the emoliiinents of rich 
people. So, salaries should be reduced to a ren.^^onable figure, and 
by reijuciiig tlie salaries we may give the poverty-stricken people some- 
tliing Mubst.'uitijil to live upon. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Sir. nun 1 take up all the 

amendments together be<*anse the\ are inter-connected or shall I take 
No. 7 first y 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as amendments on tlii^ vt*<*tion are cfuicerned, 
if your aniemimefits are more than one nm can take them together; 
hnt I do not think you can take up any item on another (dause. You 
may refer, Innvever, to the clear connection of your aniendment with 
other clauses which will be (»pen t(> disemsion later on. 

( 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir. with your leave may 
I m(»ve all the amendments with regjird to chun'e 2 together. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y es, ;\ou can move amendments 7, 12 and 10. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 beg to move that sub- 
clause (a) of clause 2 be onutte<l. 

('lause 2 (a) sa\s “to the ('hief Alini.srpT%at the rate <tf three thojisand 
rupees per mensem.” 

I beg to move that in sub-clause (A) of clause 2 in line 1, the word 
“other” be omitted. 

lit'' 

^ Sub-clause (h) is to the effect “to each of the other Ministers at the 
rate of two thousand five hundred rupees per mensem”.* 

I beg to move that in clause 2 (6), in lines 1 and 2, the words “two 
thousand” be omitted. * 
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The net result of the amendments which ]» move are, firstly, that 
the amcntln'eiits do not make any distinction between the Chief Minister 
and the other Ministers; secondly, that the amendments, f|f carried, 
would not* allow Rs. 3,000 per mensem to the Chief Minister, and 
thirdly, that the amendment^ if carried* would not permit a salary of 
Rs. 2,o00‘to the other Mini^^c!^. j)u^haUdach of the Ministers will jfet 
a salary of Rs. 500 per mensem in addi/ion to whatever allowance they 
are sanctioned by tlie House. 


Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: On a point of order. Sir. While 
these amendments are heing^ uioved, is it“r-4rht for the t hief Mitiister 
to niove about from bench to beiudi ami <lisfra(;t atlentioil^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 d(t not think that I can stop anybody in the 
Hou^e trom {^oin/^* from bench to bencli. though I shall see I lull he does 
it in sucli a wa.\ a^ not to attraiM much notice. 


Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 do not for one moment 
challen^jre the |pa(ler''hip which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has 
claimeil for th(‘ Mini>tr\ to-night. I did not join issue with him on 
the last occasion when he acclaimed the t’abiiiet as a ])opular Miniatfy 
and 1 will not challenge to-night his leadership <d the Ministry whether 
the huulei'ship is iiitellect iiai, ph\''i{-al. moral or e\en fiscal. Therefore 
the point at issue with uhi(h 1 am concerned tor (he jiresenl is the 
fpiestuui nt the status (tf the t hief Minister, the (jiiestion of his salary 
ami th<* (juestion ot the salaries ot ten of the Chief Minister’s colleagues. 

1 see no reason why the present Chiet Minister should find a statutory 
expression in a Rill ])Hs)^*d by this liegislalure. It may not be unknown 
to the Finance Minister that the expression “Prime Minister” in 
England has obtained no siatutoix tmin As a matter of fact, there are 
Prime Ministers in the \aiious pifoinres (d Jhiminions and in the 
Dominion.^ thenisehes hut none id the Dominions has given a statutory 
fonu to the expression “Prime Ministei” or “Premier” or “(liief 
Minister”. Only in the somewhat novel constitution of the Irish Free 
State do we come across the expression “President of the Executive 
Council”, 1 know that the C'hiet Minister^in any country in the world 
is in the words of (iladstone;;. ‘“the ke\ -stone of the Cabinet arch”. I 
kno\? the Chief Minister of Rengal to-day - is certainly a bridge of 
sighs between appointment on the one band and disappointment and 
the dim dungeon of olilivion on the other. I am raising the constitu- 
tional issue becafiit I clo not find in my studies of the constitutions of, 
the various cojantrie.s included wdthin the Rritish Empire the expression 
‘H’rime Mini.ster” receiving statutory recognition. 

The next proposal which I make is that the aalary of th^ 
Minister should not be Rs. 3,000. I make the proposal on two grounds. 
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Eirftt of ftll in the proviaces where the Congress Party is in a majority 
no such distinction has been made. The Chief Ministef is after all 
inter furef^r — -chief amongst equals. The salary of the Chief Minister 
has been put on the same footing as the salary of his other colleagues. 
The second point that I raise 'to-day is about the salary of the Chief 
Ministers as proposed in the Bill — the question of payment of Es.. 3,000. 
That question I shall consider along with the question of 
salary to be paid to his colleagues. I shall rhaintain that 
these are extravagant figures. I heard just now the Hon’hle 
Finance Minister telling us that after a due consideration of 
all the facds and circumstances of the case the Ministry has come to 
the conclusion that the salaries of the Ministers themselves should be 
Ks. pJu!f aHowance and the salary of the Chief Minister Rs. 3,000 

phis alhiwance. I am in the habit of reading very carefully the 
speeches of my honourable friends on the Treasury Benches. I read 
tliem with profit,’*and sometimes with pleasure. The other night I was 
reading a speech of the Finance Minister in the Council that is dead in 
which an eloquent tribute wa» paid by Jrim to the doct*ine^ of self- 
determination. The Finance Minister was at that time a^meinber of the 
joppositicn and at that stage he was not prepared to work the consti- 
tution unless self-determination was given to India. Self-detennination 
Eocording to him has now come and in<lee<l it has come with a vengeance I 
Shades of Woodrow Wilson must have hoveied round his grave to-night I 
What tangible evidence of the application of the princii)le of self- 
determination ! I shall be only repeating the arguments which have 
been reverberating from one end of the country IrV the other when I 
say that the salaries jiroposed for the members of the Cabinet are 
extravagant. Ma> I give the Hon’ble the Finance Minister who is 
very good at figures just a tew figures to show the great poverty of 
India and the great injtistice that this Bill attemi)ts to perpetrate on 
her Y 


In Japan the revenue is 217.1 crores and the income per capita per 
year is Bs. 181); the number of Ministers i^ 13; the salary of flie Prime 
Minister is Hs. 1,500; the .salary of the other Ministers is Rs. 1,000. In 
provincej^, in Canada where the revenue is about 100 crores of rupees, the 
nahif^ of tlie Prime Minister no where exi‘>pds Us. 2.250, In the Irish 
Ffee 8tate where the revenue comes up to about 48 crwres the Pre.sident 
•—the redoutable Mr. l)e Valera — for the present gets a salary of 
Rs. 1,000 and his other colleagues are content with Es. 1,275, Let us 
now for one moment consider the financial position of India as a whole 
and what place. India occupies in the rung of fiscal laddw*^ The income 
per capita according to liberal estimate in India £5 per year. The 
income per capita in Great Britain is £76 per year, in Australia £98; 
in the United States of America £91 : and even in Egypt it is ^1 and 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


19 #;] 


97 


in lipan £14. On a consideration of all these ^gures does it lie in the 
moll^ of the*Chief Minister and his colleagues to say that they will not 
be satisfied with a salary of less than Rs. 3,000 for the Chief and 
Rs. 2,500*for his colleagues p/i/s allowance in both the cases? In pur* 
suance of the provisions of the Government of India Act the representa- 
tive of th*e Crown in this province made certain allowances on account 
of the salaries of the members of the Cabinet and if I am not very much 
mistaken, the Chief Minister has been getting a salary less than what 
has been proposed in this Rill and the other Ministers have divided into 
two classes, one set getting Rs. 2,500 and another set getting Rs. 2,0(K) 
a month. That arrangement came into force on the 1st April, 1937. 
The Council of Ministers struck the bargain and accepted aj>pointment 
on those teti|ufV hat has happened in the interim that not only the 
number which was in existence on the 31st March sliould be increased 
to 11 (it is a sporting number), but that the salaries and allowances 
must also be increased? With the surplus with which the Finance 
Minister regaled us the other night, are we now to reap the first fruits 
of that victorious surplus in increasing the salaries of the Hon’hle 
Ministers? I heard my friend Mr. Hashemy say just now that after all 
a few lakhs in this country does not matter. 1 hope and trust that 
with the passage of years not only will knowledge come to Mr. Ilashemy 
hut wisdom “now lingering in (he shore” will also come to Kim. It is 
not a question of a tew lakhs (hat is the issue before the House but 
either to-night or fo-morrow or the day after we shall have to consider 
Bills which will impose considerable financial obligations which the 
slender re'^ources of ihis province will find it impossible to lifjuidate. 

« 

Lasted all, ina^ 1 remind the (’hief Minister about the written pledge 
which be gave to the Priaja Parlv of wliich he is (he acredited leader and 
to his electorate tliat no office of profit or trust under the Ctowii was to 
be valued at more than Rs, 1,000 a month? AVe all know the distinc- 
tion between the Log (’apin and the White House. Is not the differ- 
ence between 1,000 and 3,500 greater than that? Ami after all, all 
this is being deman<led on the doctrine of self-determination; self- 
determination and political leadership indeed I Sir, we finished our 
general discussion in the budget. The beneficent nation-building de- 
partments have been starve*], and strangulated and shall 1 lakiB it from 
the Hon’ble the C’hief Minister with all the weight of his authority and 
dual personality about whitdi he spoke the other night that this exrpeti* 
diture is also an item of expenditure in an additional beneficent depart- 
ment of the Stale? I pause for a reply. Sir, last night the Hon'ble 
the Chief Minister used an expression which has been prohibited in 
the British Mopse of Commons. He called a statement of a member of 
this side of the HouM an absolute lie. , 

a 

TN Hoii*bl« Mr. A.’ K. FAXLUL HUQl I do not think I did thnt. 


7 
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Mr. PRAMATHA RATH BANERJEE: You will be good enough 
to look at the official report and you may possibly find, Sir, that my 
recollection serves me right. 


Mr. Speaker, Sir, I shall pause for a reply from the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister who has a dual personality, as he assured us last night, 
personality as the leader of the Proja Tarty — one of the great parties 
in Bengal and a personality as the Chief Minister of the province. 
(Ironical cheers from Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy.) I hear ironical greet- 
ings from my friend Hon’ble Mr, Suhrawardy. ^ I have been accustomed 
to such greetings for such a length of time that I welcome such greet- 
ings with the hi^ghest respect. 


Sir, I have brought my argument. s to a close. Let the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister and his colleagues cast a look round — let them pause 
over the poverty, the illiteracy of thlPf^iiiaitt|i‘s in this province, let them 
consider the future, let them cast a longing lingering look behind at 
the masses from whose moorings they have cut themselves adrift. Let 
them (‘onsidcu' for a moment that this cut I propose on behalf of the 
Congress J*arty in India is the symbol of a new orientation of policy, 
it is the symbol of a new ideology. That orientation of policy and 
that ideology, Sir, may be the accepted cree<l of the nation to-morrow. 
Sir, let the Hon’ble the Finance Minister ami his c{)lleagues pause and 
consider not in the deep midnight of their minds but in the glaring 
light of the day. Let them consider for a moment the position in 
which they are not only placing the Ministry but the country in 
general. 1 will not repeat. Sir, what the Hoe'ble Ministers elsewhere 
have done. I was told that they might have done it in far off iscotland 
but not in the highway towards London. The net results, therefore, 
of my amendments are, first, that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister will 
get a sum of Rs. 50(1 per month along with his ten colleagues. There- 
fore, Sir, the Ministry will consume a sum of Rs. 0,000 per month, 
nearly the figure approximating the salary of one of those Members of 
the old service which was described by a i)er8on, whose memory I am 
confident, the Hon’hle Minister for Labour holds very dear, as a 
* ‘white elephant.” Let this be the motto of the new Ministry that 
they will dedicate their lives to the service of the nation. I^et this be 
the motto of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister that the finances of a 
country cannot on the pretence of self-determination ha frittered away. 


MiUlvi RAJIBUDDIM TARAFDAR: Sir, I heg to move that in 
clause 2 (<i) in lines 1 and 2, for the words ”three thousand,” the 
words “two thousand and five hundred” be substituted. 
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The member spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. 




lir. SPEAKER: I would request Mr. Tarafdar not to discuss the 
issue on the ground of personal expenses of any member. If he does 
that, it will be open to serious objection. I think Mr. Tarafdar will 
keep within the bounds of Parliamentary practice. 


Mr. Pa BANERill: Sir, r*beg to move that in clau.He 2(a) in 
lines 1 and 2, for the words “three thousand rupees” the words “one 
thousand rupees” be substituted. 

Sir, I beg also to move that in clause 2 (b) in lines 1 and 2, the 
words “two thousand” be omitted. 

Sir, after the eloquent speecli delivered by Mif Prainathii* Nath 
Banerjee in moving his motion, it is needless for me to speiik much on 
this point. Mr. Hujibuddin Tarafdar need not be very much impatient, 
as we have not the slightest idea of decrying the (’hief Minister in the 
eyes of the people and for Utat feason I have suggested, in order to 
enable him to k(‘<q) up his prestige and dignity, an increment of Hs. THM) 
over the salary to be paid to the other Ministers. 1 consider that there 
should be some such provision for the simple reason that the ('hief 
Minister is placed in that position. The history of the Prime Minister 
in different parts of the wtirld is that the Prime Minister has alwaya 
worked from the point of view of service and sacrifice. As I pointed 
out in the earlier part of the <lebate. the Ministers in other lnd(‘pendent 
countries }iav<' always serve<l the c<»untry from the highest primdple of 
servici* and sacrifice. A\"e expect this also from our Ministers h(‘re. 
But we have l^een ho])elessl\ disapjM»inte<l. We know and the Prime 
Minister also knows -tlgit in England ami other countries, ns has lu*eii 
pointed out 1)\ Mr. Banerjee, the salaries paiil to the Ministers are 
very low. Kven in Knghind, if the incimie <»f (hat country he compared 
with that <»f ours, wc fiml that pndialdy the salary of tlu» Prime 
Minister i.s very low. Tiiis, I sulimit, should he the motto of our 
Ministers and the\ should, of their own accord, aiTe])! n smaller 
salary. Now^. Sir, as that has not been suggested, it lias b(*en our 
duty to bring forward such a motion. Now. it has been contended 
that it will not be poftsible for the Ministers to keep up their prestige 
and dignity. May I know the reasons why? Is it because that the 
MiniiSers by the mere touch of the (ioverninent wand get tliemselves 
turned into a miraculous position? We have noticed always that 
whenever members of the legislature become a member of the Govern- 
ment they become entitled to certain salaries. But they should not ^ 
at the sam« ^me forget that they are serving a very poor country. 
But I find that on the floor of the House it has been contended that 
these Ministers should be paid according to their market quotation. 
That is what is necesfary to keep them in* body and soul together. \ 
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think in this country where the poor people are dying from starvation 
their representatives, i.e., the Ministers, should not be tyotting about 
on fat pay. Do you not think that it is a crying shame on the part of 
these Ministers that they will not come forward to serve this country 
from the point of view of service and sacrihceP It seems that they 
are only out to get all the spoils. 

As to my other motion in which I have suggested that the words 
*‘Rs. 2,000” be omitted, its effect is to give Rs. 500 as the salary of 
the Ministers. Sir, if the Ministers of other provinces have accepted 
a salary of Rs. 500, I fail to understand why the Ministers here should 
not accept that salary, I have suggested this curtailment from the 
pure and simple economic point of view. I would challenge any mem- 
ber to state whai is the ground behind it. What reasonable ground 
can there be for giving these Ministers more than Rs. 500? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou cannot challenge but you may have your 

eay. 

Mr. P. BANERJt: Just as you please, Sir, Mr. Rajibuddin 
Tarafdar stood up to say that the Ministers should be paid more. I 
fail to ynderstand the reason why they are entitled to a higher salary. 
I would now point out that the hon’ble mover of this Bill declared that 
he was prepared to accept a salary of even Rs. 5()(). I do not know 
whether he will make handsome cfuitrihution of Rs. 2,000 to some 
nation-building departments or propaganda work. But I would ask 
him to stick to his utterances and to accept my suggestion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Gir, may I be permitte<l 
to withdraw item Id and move numbers 11 and 15 together? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No. 11 has already been moved aud you will 
have to wait your turn to move No. Id. 

Mauivi RAillBUDDIN TARAFDAR: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 2 (5), in lines 1 ami 2, for the words “two thousand five 
hundred rupees”, the words “two thousand rupees” be substituted. 

. «f . 

(Mauivi Rajibuddin Tarafdar spoke in Bengali on his motion 
No. 14.) 

(While the member was suggesting that the pay of the Ministers 
' should 1)6 fixed with reference to their personol expenses — ). 

Mr. 8PEAKER: OrdSr, order. I would request Mr. Tarafdar not 
to disci^ss the issue on the ground of personal expenses of any member. 
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If lie does ^ that it will be open to serious objection. I tbink 
Mr.*Tarafdar will keep within the bounds of parliamentary practice. 

(At ofle stage the speaker referred to his opinion that a very small 
salary was proposed only in order to break the present ministry and to 
show their want of confidence in them.) 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: May I enquire, Sir, how the 
question of confidence or non-confidence can arise out of this motion P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have been listening to the Speaker but he doea 
not seem to have gone beyond his limits. He is perhaps developing hia 
point with a view to show, so far as the question of salary is concerned, 
what the intentions of the cultivators are, as certain speakers have said 
that the people demand this and that. If the member gives that 
picture, I cannot surely stop him. 

(At another stage of his si)eech Maiilvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar referred 
to the fact that “Baro” (12) hJioitts (ghosts)” mcdining thereby — anybody 
and everybody, all and sundry, were taking away the money of Bengal 
and of India.) 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Why not thirteen ^ndioots’’ so 
that he himself may be one of them ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Siiarn.suddin need not w’orry because the 
speaker lias not fully described them! 

Mr. M. SHAMSUOdlN AHMED: He was searching for some one 
else, Sir. 

(Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar finished his speech.) 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that 'in clause 2 (h), in lines 1 and 2, for the words *Hwo 
thousand five hundred rupees” the words ”one thousand rupees” be 
substituted. 

Ilf moving thiq amendment, I cannot resist the temptation of review- 
hy way of a passing reference, the memorable speech delivered by 
Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar, the great proja^handhu, of Bengal, nay, 
also the proja-bandhu of Assam. The argument he has brought forward # 
in support of his motion is amongst others that to reduce the salary of 
Ministers is to break the Ministry, In the course of his speech he also 
said that to give the Ministers only Rs. 1 ,00(f per month each would be 
parctioally not to ask4hem to work as Ministers. His arguments, if I 
may be permitted to say so, are not only^childish, but silly and stupid. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Hashemy, you must withdraw 
your last expression. 

Mr. Sywt JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: In obedience to your order, 
Sir, I withdraw the word ‘'stupid, but it is quite parliameAtary, Sir, 
I submit 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. You cannot question when I have 
given a decdsion. If you have anything to say, you can see me in my 
chandler; nor can yi>ur apology be of a nature wliich detracts from the 
true spirit of an ajKilogy. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I withdraw it. Maulvi 
liajiliuddin Tarufdar made a reference to tlie Bogra Krishak Conference 
in the course of his speech. Sir, I, too, had the honour of being invited 
by him to that C/onference. Among many other tilings, I was told hy 
him that he never took liis tea, rhota hazn', luncli, or dinner, unless he 
was satisfied that the tenants — the projos — of ]>ogra had also taken their 
usual tea, luneh, and dinner. To-day, ot all days, however, I find a 
diffc'reni picture' in him. He is advocating the cause of big salaries for 
Minish'rs, and amongst otlu'r things lie has (juotc'd the salaric's drawn by 
Mi nisters in the Punjab, but I do not know, Sir, how and why he has 
chosen to forgt't the salaric's drawn hy Ministers in Madras, Bomlmy, 
tlie ('iiited l^rovinces, and other province's. Sir, Manlvi Bajibuddin 
Tarafeiar had so long loudly deelared at severd conferenc'es e'onvened 
by bin?, and I hope the' Ilon’hle Finane'C' Minister will bear me out, that 
the cost (d administration must he reduce'd to an e'xtent hy wliieli the 
projm of Bengal will 1 h' benefi(e*el in regard tos their health, edue'ation, 
and other things. But, Sir, what is liis achieveme'iit to-day? I can 
ttdl you, Sir, the reMison why he is e'choing his master’s voice to-day. 
If I am permitted to sjiy. Sir, I would say tliat Maulvi Rajibuddin 
Tarafdar is a eaiididate for nomination to the District Board of Bogra! 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Hasheeny, may I remind you 
and other members as well tJiut it is not permissible to any member to 
attribute motives to a brother member and I hope you will not do aoP 
This is the second time that I have had to call you to order. I anr. very 
sorry but I must tell you that attributing of motives begins and ends in 
such disorder that if everybody began to do so it would be almost 
impossible to e'arry on tlie business of the Houses So, in the interest of 
" hannony and peace of this House I hope you will no longer do so but 
withdraw the expression. 

Mr; SYED MLALUODIN HASHEMY: J bow down to the 

decision of the Chair, Sir. 
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If I am permitted to say, Sir, Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar has alse 
asoijbed motives 


Mr. SPEAKER: I do not remember to have heard anything: of the 
kind in his speech. He spoke very softly, it is true, and if 1 may have 
missed, some of his utterances, why did you not draw my attention to 
them at the time. You, on the other hand, are speaking in a tone which 
we can sufficiently catcli and you have been correctly heard; so, I must 
ask you to withdraw the expression. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HABHEMY: I have already withdrawn 
the expression, Sir. 

Maulvi Ilajiluiddin Tarafdar sufjrjrested that there lire people who are 
bent upon breaking: the Ministry under some disg:iiise. Sir, 1 take 
strong exeej)tion to these remurk.^ of his. The ipiestion here is simply 
the fixation of Ministers' .salary. 1 have no option in the matter; no 
choice in the matter but 1 must follow the mandate of my ])arty. The 
mandate is hen* and I must follow it. It is no business of Maulvi 
Rajibuddin Tarafdar or any memlnT of the House to suj?g:est that W'e 
have decided to do tlu'se thing-s, that is. to fix their salary at a lower 
figure because we want to destroy the ministry, the ministry formed by 
the IlonTile Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hiuj as tha Premier of Hengal. Sir, may 
J say that it was under the ipspiration of the llon’bh* (’hief Ministi*!' tliftt 
the Krisliak-Proja Party has gone so tar as to suggest that the salaries of 
the ^finisters should la* Rs l.OtH) plus Rs. TUM) t4» every Minister and 
plus Its l.tHM) to the l*rime Minister by way of sumptuary allowaneeP 
We got this iiiipiration from whomP We got this inspimtion from him, 
Sir,; from the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hui]. 

• 

Th6 Hon’bit Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is ahsolutely ineorreet 
lo say that, I ever gave any such iiispiuition. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HABHEMY: May I submit, Sir, 
very respectfully through you to the Ilon'bh* Mi. hazlul lliuj at this 
fag end of hig life when he lias earned much aln'ady, when he has spent 
much already, and when he has given to the poor much already, at this 
fag end of his life as the Premier of Beiigid — may I submit to him that 
he wyi be good enough to show an example to his colleugnes as well us 
to his countrymen, both Hindus and Muliamtnadans that he is really 
after the dal ^d hhat of the ProjusP Dal and hhat are his words and 
they appeared Jh the manifesto issued by the Krishak Praja Party just 
before the election. 

Sir, one word more and I have finished. My friend Maulvi Hajib- 
yddin Tarafdar should remember that moat of the members of ibe 
Hoiue, partiimlarly tjie members of the Krishak Praja Barty have net 
come here through the bar.*kdoor, but with others through the same open 
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contest, though it may he not with as much popularity aa he is supposed 
to have in his constituency. But, Sir, if I am permitted -to say where 
is his popularity to-day and what will be his position to-morowP I had 
the honour of reviewing? the condition of the District Board of Bogra in 
connection with a conference which I had the honour to attend a few days 
ago and I had opportunities of reviewing his position in Bogra where 
he claims to be the undisputed leader of the Praja Party. I will give 
him a note of warning that if he goes on in this way attributing motives 
to his colleagues and friends belonging to the same party the day is not 
far off when he will be kicked out of his constituency 

(Cries of withdraw.) 

Mfi Ml Ai ISPAHAN!: Is the hon’ble member entitled to use 
tile expression “kicked out”? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I know whom he 
referred to? 

Mr, SPEAKER: My diftinilty lias been that before I could hear 
what Mr. llusheiny said his voici* was drowned in such a shout that I 
could not catch him. Wilt Mr. Ilashemy tell me whether he has used 
the expression “kicked out”? 

Mr. SYED ilALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I was carried away 
by inspiration and do not remember exactly what T said. 

VoiOOS: He u.sed the expression “kicked out” 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: He meant the Chief Mini.ster although 
he now says he does not remember but he did use the expression that 
“he will be kicked out”. 

(Cries of No, no.) 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want to know whom he 
actually did mean. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I was referring to Maulvi 
Uajibuddin Tarafdar. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Whether you refer to Mr. Rujibu^din Tarafdar or 
^the Ifon’ble Mr. Farlul Hiu] that is an exprevssiou which is most strongly 
condemned and I hope you will unequivocnlly withdraw that expression. 


. Mr., SYED 4ALALUDDIN HASHEMY: 1 do not remember the 
exact wonls. But if I had used that expression I withdraw it. 
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Mr. speaker: If you had remembered it I would hare taken you 
at y^r word.* But in view of the fact that you do not remember I thiniv 
I liATe to accept the words of other members that you have used the 
w<»^s '^kicked out’*. 

Tti6 Hon’bid Mr. A, K. FAZLUI. HUQ: I want to know if the 

honourable member refered to me, because if he did I will certainly 

take steps. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Certainly not. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It does not matter whether you used that expres- 
sion in re^rard to the Ilon’blo Mr. Fazlul lluq or* Mr. Rajibuddin 
Tarafdar. As the Speaker of the House I have to look after all members 
of the House and I ask that you should withdraw (hat expression at the 
quickest moment possible. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Yes, I have. If I have 
used that expression I witlolraw. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Ilon’ble the Chief Minister 
has held out the threat in thi.s House that he will take .some steps while 
>ou are lM*re. May I km^w wh(‘ther he is entitl(‘d to threaten any 
member like thlH}^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 mu-'t allow a eertain amount of latitude when on© 
is suppcjM'd tojiave been sp(jken to in such a manner. I am perfectly 
certain that Dr, Sanyal knows the law of this House that it is (}»e duty 
of the Speaker to mak«^ him withdraw and apoloj^ise. 1 cannot take 
responsibility for the action of any member and 1 cannot certainly 
control the action of any member outside this Chamber. 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: Sir, all the amendments moved to-day deal 
with the question of the emoluments that the Ministers of Govern- 
ment should -receive in order that they may carry out their work 
pioperly and efficiently. To my mind it is not a (juestion of whether 
they should j»-et Rs. 500 or Rs, 1,000 a month or any other sum which 
any individual member of thTs House may suj^gest. The question is 
whether the projiosals made by the Government in the Bill we have 
before us are »ea.sonable or whether they are not. Now, Sir, I do not 
wish to say anything personal and I am sure I shall be called to order 
if I do 80 . But what I say is that it is not a question of what salary * 
the Hon’ble present Chief Minister is fit to get or what salary the 
Ilon’ble the existing Finance Minister is fiUto get in accordance with 
nis abilHy: that is not the question before the House at all. The 
question is what is a suitable salary to be paid to the Chief Minister, 
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whoever he may he, not only now but probably for many years to 
come and the same remark applies of course to the other Ministers ^also. 
I am assuming for the moment that we accept the suggestion that the 
Chief Minister should get more because he has greater responsibility. 
I beg to suggest further that it is not a question of what the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister or any other of fhe Hon^ble Ministers may ‘have ^id 
in their constituencies either before or during the general election — 
that is not the question before the House. Promises are often made 
at the time of a general election but they need not be taken too seriously. 

I am a business man and not a politician. But I have found in the 
couriM* of my business career that it never i)ays to try to introduce 
economy at the top. This is true in tlie case of the administration of 
a business and ai^er alt the administration of Bengal is the administia* 
lion of another kind of business. Sir, my experience has been that 
it never pays to economise at the top. It nev(!r pays to skimp things 
at the toj). We want good men. I do not think you can get good 
men unless you pay them adequate salaries. It has been said that the 
proposals of the (lovernment mean ])aying 11 times three thousand 
multiplied by twelve, that is more than d lakhs a year. I say if you 
get inetlicient Ministers at the head of the (jovcrnment they can easily 
by muddleluMidedness and so on waste not d lakhs of rupees but much 
inoi'H than that. Aidiougli 1 have every symj>athy with the mover 
and 1 know Bengal is a i>oor country, my feeling is, as I have said, 
that it is no economy to cut dowui salaries at the top. Of course, if 
my friends on the right, the Congress party, come into power and if 
they are i)re])ured to accept a salary, Rs. 501) as Ministers, then 1 would 
have every admiration for tlieir patriotism. But neverthele.ss I regard 
Rs. 500 as an undulv low figure. Sir, I should like to cite the instance of 
a very charming Indian gentleman who was a* Minister in one of the 
other provinces under the old system of Government. What did he 
do)" He took his salary and only kej)t as much as he needed and the 
rest he gave away in charity. 

1 here is just one other point and that is — it is to my mind 
rather ridiculous to fix the .salary of Ministers at Rs. 500 because there 
are no officers in Government servi<‘e, at any rate in the senior service, 
who get less than Rs. 500 at pay. So it would be rather ab.surd that 
the Ministers should get less |)ay than the subordinate officers serving 
under them. Sir, I beg to oppose the motion. • 

Mr. BARAOA PRA8ANNA PAIN: Sir, I, move that the amend* 
ments under *the clause be now put. 

I 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cavmot accept the closure motion at this stagp 
because I do not think thpt the matter has Jbeen sufficiently and 
thoroughly debated by the mem^bers of this House. 
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WmuM ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: I rise to support the amend* 
meat moved *by my friend Mr. Muhammad Abul Fo«l (Amendment 
No. 4-6). ^ - 

Now, Sir, if the ori^rinal sub-(‘kuse to (danse 2 of the Bill proposed 
by the Government is replaced by the amendment proposed it will run 
thus; that.4here shall be paid a salary to ea(di of the Ministers at the 
rate of Rs. 1,000 per mensem. Independently taken this proposed 
clause may mislead some of the honoimible members of this House. 
They may think that only 1,000 rujiees has been proposed for enidi of 
the Ministers as salary per month. But I draw tlie honourable mem- 
bers’ attention, if 1 may be permitted to do so, to nnotlier amendment 
etandinj? in the name of Mr. Hamizuddin Alnned and olhers Nos. 23-25) 
which proposes tliat each of the Ministers will ^:e(*an allowaime of 
Rs. 500 |>er mensem and the ('hief Minister will v»^et u special allowance 
of Rs. 1,000 per mensem Now, the amendiiients are pr(»posed in 
accordance with the reM)lnli(m tliat was accept<‘d in the Krisak Rraja 
Party only a few dass a^^) — 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mav I )^ive you a little direction!' You can 
discuss the principle oi the i)urty. But what has been the decision of 
the party is not the subject (nutter of reference in thi.s House: that is 
purely an internal arranjzement of the party. I think I can |>ermit 
any discussion of the principle, e.^., of the Proja Party or the lani^ue 
Party or the (V)n^»Tess I'urt,\ within this House but any d«‘cision arrived 
at in tlie party siiould not be discussed and should be left out of dis- 
cussion. The House sliould m»t be swa\ed by any sm li coiiHlderation. 

1 think 1 will liave to adj<»urn the Hous(* now* as w(‘ hud a prolonged 
sittiii); yesleiduy. 


Adioiirnmtnl. 


The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.iii. on Wednesday, the 
11th Auj^ust^ 1937, at the AsHembly House, (hilcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly ^assembled 
tinder the provisions of the Government of Indii Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednes- 
day, the 11th August, 1937, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker ^the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.). 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 226 elected mepjbera. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Appointment of Muslims in the teaching staff of the Bengal Veterinary 

College. 

•37. Mrs. HA8INA MURSHED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of (he Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a stattunent showing — 

(t) the present number of members in the teaching staff of the 
Bengal Veterinary College; 

(ti) how many of them are Mussalmans; and 

(nV) the number of Mussalmans amongst other staff? 

(b) Are there any rules laying down the proportion of Muslim 
appointments in regard to these posts? 

(c) If (ho answer to {b) is in the negative, what step, if any, do- 
Government propose taking to promulgate rules laying down thv, pro- 
portion of Muslim apiwintmeuta? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
t DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) As far as posts on the teaching staff are concerned, the answer 
is* in the negative. In the subordinate and clerical services, the mini* 
mum proportion fixed for Muslims was one-third. 
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(e) The posts on the college teaching staff in the Higher and Lower 
Veiwinary Services require a highly specialised training and hitherto* 
the ffumber of Muslims with the requisite technical qualifications has 
been very .small* hope that as the number of properly qualified 
Muslim candidates increases, it will be possible to select a larger number 
of Mnsliiqs for the^ posts for which besides high technical qualifica- 
tions an aptitude for teaching is necessarj'. 

In any case, I can give an assurance that as vacancies arise the 
claims of qualified Muslims will not be overlooked. 

Statement referred to in the answer to clavse (a), (i), (it) and (Hi) of started 
question No, 37 showing the number of members in teaching staff and 
employment of Muhammadans in the teaching and other staff of the 
Bengal Veterinary College, 

Present number of Number of Mussalmans Number of Mussaimans 
members in the ni the teaching sUiff. amongst other staff, 

teaching staff. 

Indian Veterinary Service. 


Principal . . 1 Nil .... Inspectors 2 

Veterinary Assis- 
tant Surgeon 1 

Bengal Higher Veterinary Service. 

Vice -Principal 1 Nil .... Ministeriu] Service 1 

'rvi>i»t . . 1 

OomjMJundcr . . ] 

Bengal Loner Veterinary Service. 

• 

Lecturers . . 6 Lecturers . . 2 Hiding Master . . 1 

HewJ Constable 1 

(Vett^rinory Pre- 
ventiv'o Force.) 


Subordinate Veterinary Service. 

(In8i>wtor’s cadre) 1 Nil .... Constables .. 6 

Assistant Lee- • (V^eterinary Pre- 

. veiitive Force.) 

Total ... 9 2 ir 

Tha Hm'bla Nawdk Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadnr, of Daooa;.. 

May I, with^your pennissiou, Mr. Spaukcr, explain that the lecond 
column of the statement represents the nqmber of Muslims on the 
teaching staff and the third column represents the subordinate, clericf^l 
and miscellaneous stuff of the College. * 
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Mr, PROMATHA RANMN THAKUR; With reference to answer 
\b}f has any percentage of scheduled castes been fLied?^ 

The Hon’ble Nainb Khwaja HABIBULLA Bahadur, of Oaoeas 

No, Sir. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: With reference to 
answer (/>), when was the proportion of one-third fixed, and by whom? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLA Bahadur, of Daooa: 

By Government. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With regard to answer 
(c) what are th^ number of scheduled caste 

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order: This question deals with the 
appointment of Muslims in the Veterinaiv ('ollege. I have already 
allowed one question which has no hearing on it. You are not entitled 
to put further questions relating to scheduled caste appointments and 
8tri<*tly speaking the Minister (‘annol be expected to be ready with an 
answer on any subject which is not within the scope of the proent ques- 
tion. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the desiiability (d raising the piopoition of one- 
third fixed for Muslims ^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

The difficulty is that Muslims in this Piovince aie not taking to 
veterinary training. 1 would appeal to the Muslims to qualify them- 
selves in the line, and when they ilo sc», it would be possible to recruit 
a larger number of Muslims in this technical profession. 

Faas for registration of marriages to Muhammadan Marriage Registrars. 

*38. Nawabiada K. NA8ARULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the ICducatiou (Registration) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that a circular has been issued by 
the District Sub-Registrar of Dacca to the Presidents of union boards 
showing what fees should be paid for registration of mairiagea to the 
Muhammadan Marriage Registrars? ^ ^ 

(6) If th^ answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any circular has been issued 
requiring table of fees payable to Marriage Registrars to be sent to the 
President, and, if not, on what authority the District Sub-Registrar has 
sent such tables of fees to the Presidents of unidh boards. Dacca? 
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MINISTER in chaff* of EDUCATION (REGISTRATION) 
DEPARTMENT (the Honlilc Mr. A, K. FaUul Hik|)! (a) No, but the* 

District Registrar sent some notices containing Information regariiing 
feeB to be^paid for the registration of c^reHionies and other points to 
the Sub-Registrars for giving publicity to them through Ciirle Officers, 
Presidenta of union boards and others. 

(h) The District Registrar adopted the course in exercise of the 
authority vested in him under section 17 of Act I, B.C. of 187(1. 

Non-Bengalis Excise Lioenseea. 

^39. Matilvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: {a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in eliarge ot the Forests and Kxcise J)e|)artna*nt be pleased to 
state Mvhet her it is u fact that a large nuinlHT of exeise licensees are 
non-llengalis ? 

{h) If so, is the Hon ’hie Minister considering the desirability of 
granting liceni'cs to tlie nneniploycd Bengalis in places of non- 
Bengalis? 

MINISTER in charge of FORESTS and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon'ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikat): {(i) Yes, so far as tnri 
licences are concerned. H\it not so in the case of other licences. 

{h} In granting new licences preference is now' given to edueated 
men of the Bengali middle class. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Is it not » fa. t that 
meinln'is oi tin* scheduled do not g<*t iel.*H*iire in (he inaltci of 

excise licenses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 am not aware 
of that. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Is it not a fact that sonm 
non-Bengal i.s .are bolding licens 4 *s foi excise shops <»th(M than those* 
of fariy 

Tba Hon’ble Mr. PRASANMA DEB RAIKAT: Yes 

Mtulyi' ABI^UL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirabilify of issuing a cir< ulur refusing ^to grant a 

license to anybody other than a Bengali? 

• 

‘ Tht Hoil'bl* Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAFKAT: That U a request 
for action. Sir. 
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Rivers KeliiMlit.«iid Mahanandik 

, A 

•40. Mr. ATUL OHAHDI^ KUMAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Comiliunications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware — 

(i) of the silting of the mouth of the Rajmahal Ganges in the dry 
season at Suamara in the district of Malda; and 

(ii) that the Kalindri and Mahananda, two principal rivers in 
Malda district, have not sufficient flow' of water throughout 
the year? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the afiirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering flu; desirability of taking immediate steps for the dredging 
of the said two rivers? • 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
(IRRIGATION) DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra 
Nandy, of Kasimbazar) : la) Yes. 

(h) The matter will be duly (onsidered. 

A Member: When the mattei is expected b) be duly considiued ? 

The Hon’bIS Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kashim- 

bazar: 1 cannot give any spindfic i(lt‘a ot time. 

Dn NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In view of the delay^ in the Depart- 
ment, aie we not entitled to know wli(*tb(‘i tlie llon’ble Minister has 
any apjiroximate idea as to the time to be ta! en in loming to a deci- 
sion? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kashim- 
bazarr As I have already stated, I cannot give any approximate idea 
of the time. 

A Member: Is the iloirhle Minister aware that some 8 or 9 years 
ago certain Engineers of tke Irrigation Department ha<l been to the 
sjKit ? And was any report submitted by them? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of 

bazar: I cannot say off-hand when the report was received by sthe 
Department •fi'om the local ofiBcers. I may be permitted to explain. 
This is a question of dredging two water channels — one flowing if^etn 
the river Ganges and the other coming out from the hills. In regard 
to the question of dredging these rivei-s, very many factors have got 
to be considered. The first 'thing which we should consider is whether 
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a ##dging ojieration will improve condition of these streams and 
1ln^^ and unless the department is epnvineed that that would improve 
their condition, we cannot give any defi^te ans^r as to what steps are 
going to be taken “ ^ % 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With i^fet^me to 
answer (o), was the matter ever considered before, or is it now being 
considered ? 


Tho Hon’Me MalUMda SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kashim. 
bazar: If the member wants to know ^^hether the qiiesthm was ever 
considered, 1 should certainly ask for notice. 


Growth and progress of Chemical Industrioa. 

•41, Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Is the Ilon’ble 
Minister in cliaigc of the Forests and Kxrist* Department aware — 

(i) that the present excise restrictions varying from province to 
” province retard the growth and progress of Chemical Indus- 

tries in Bengal; and 

{ii) that imports from (lermany and Japan receive better treatment 
than our own indigenous manufactures? ’ 

{h) If the answer to («) (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what steps, if any, he proposes to take in 
the matter? 

• 

The HOfllMo Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAI K AT: (a) (i) lUpresenta- 

(ions to this effect liave l>e<m received from the trade. 

(ii) No. Similar preparations imported from overseas are K\ibject to 
customs duty which is paid at the port of entry. This cuHtoms duty is 
higher than the excise duty paid in resjMU’t of indigenous preparations. 

(6) The Incise l)e| artinent have bwn in eommunication with other 
Provincial (roverninents to secure uniformit\ in procedure regarding 
collection of ex<‘is<* duty and have snet'eede?! in the case of the following 
provinces in arriving at such an agreement: — Punjab, Bihar, Orissa, 
Assam and North-West Frontier Province. 

Mr. DEBI >R08AJI KHAITAN: the Hon’ble Minister n«-iire 

that there is a difference in the excise restrictions prescribed for differ- ♦ 
ent provincesiond that retards the transmission of chemical preparations 
from one province to another? 

TIm HMlfM* Mr. VrMMNNA OEB AAlKATt I cannot say, Sir. 


a 
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IChifi lihadifr MOHAMMED ALI: Wliat is the difference between 
the customs duty and excise duty? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order: That question does not arise. 

Mr. OEBI PR08AD KHAITAN. Is it a fact that the Goyernment 
of India are going to convene a conference of Excise Commissioners of 
the different provinces to consider this matter? 

The Hoii*ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state ^hen he expects that such a conference will be called? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 cannot say, Sir. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Has the Hon ble Minister made 
enquiries (o see that conveyance of chemical pre])arations ran be made 
perfectly easy wftJiout internal restriction? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: At the present 
moment we are finding out wa.\s and means as to how to make such 
conveyance easy. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long this matter has been hanging fire not only 
in this province but in other provinces as w«dl, causing various diffi- 
culties in the way of manufacturer.o-, sending goods from one province 
to another? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 cannot say. Sir. 


Appointment of Mussalman House Burgeons in the Bengal Veterinary 

c College. 

M2. Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of tlie Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state how many House Surgeons are there at present in the Bengal 
Veterinary College? 

(6) Is it fact that all of them are Hindus? 

(c) If the answer to {b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
if reserving the next vacancies for Mussabnans? 
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^(d) Is it 8 fact that one of the Professors is due to retire sooiiif If 
so, vhenP 

(e) D(j the Government contemplate filling up that post by a 
Mussalman F 

Tke Hon’Me Nawab Khwvaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of EUmil 

(a) Three. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The whole question of Muslim appointments in the Bengal 
Veterinary College is now under consideration. When vacancies occur, 
I will see that the claims of suitable Muslims are <luly considered. 

(d) Yes. In January, IIKIS. 

(c) In tilling this vacancy, I will see that the claims of suitable 
Muslims arc duly considered. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIOHA: What particular policy has 
been adopted in the matter «>i Mottling the percentage id Muslim 
apjiointments F 

Mr. SPEAKER: ih c main iiuestion is a restricted one and you 
cannot bring an entire issue upon it. You must put supplementary 
que‘'tions in connection uith the specific issue involved, viz,, the 
appointment of Mu'-linis in the \ eterinarv Ccdlege, if \ou are interested 
tr» <lo so 

a 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD^KHAITAN: Witii regard to answer (r), viz., 

1 will see that the <laims of suitable Muslim.s are dui,\ (‘onsidered, do 
not these ajqiointments come under the purview of the Ibihlic Service 
Commission F 

The Hon*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

No. 


Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Are fliese appointments made by 
the Mgiislers themselves or by fhe Public Service ( ommission F 


The Hon*bih»Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

All appointments are ni&de by (ioverninent, f»f which some .are made on 
the recommendations of the Public Service ( oinmission. 


* Mr. DEBI PROBAD KHAITAN: Are not requisite (lualifioationa 
considered by the Public Service Commission P 
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Th$ Hon’bie Nawab Khiiraja HABIBULLAH BafuNfur, of Oaoca: 

Yes, in the case of those appointments which are referred to them. 

A Member: With reference to answer (e), does the Hon’ble Minister 
mean by Muslims the Muslims of Benjjal or Muslims of other provinces 
as well y 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I submit tliat it is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Nawab Bahadur, the Member wants to know 
whether the clajms of suitable Muslims of this province only or of 
Muslims outside this province will be considered. I think the question 
is in order and is not a hypothetical one. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Muslims of Benf^al have preference over Muslims of other provinces. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Havin^^ regard to the acute un- 
employment if Bengali Muslims are not available, will not the appoint- 
ments go to other Bengalis and not to Muslims of other Provinces ^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It is my desire to give, as far as possible, appointments to Bengalees 
only. 


Allowances to home interhees. 

*43. Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: (ni Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to 
state whether Government sanction adequate allowance to home 
internees? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that they cannot have sufficient 
facilities in home to earn money or to secure any employment while 
under restriction ? 

(r) Is tlie Hon’ble Minister considering these n^atters when sanc- 
tioning allowances to home internees? 

MINiSTlER in oharg. of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon>blo 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): («) Government make to every^ person 
interned in his home under section 2 (/) of the Bengal Oriminal Law 
Amendment Act, an allowance which in their opinion is adequate. 

(b) and (c) Yes, 
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Mr. JOCEiH CHANDRA CUPTAl Is an allowance settled when ^ 

perepn is home-interned or long after that? 

Ttie Hbn’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: When a person is made 
a home-in temee, his allowance is fixed. 

Mr. JOGESlf CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hoirble Minister aware 
that in the case of Eenuka Sen Gupta she was not given any allowance 
until the matter came up to the notice of the Court 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. Sir. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Is the Hon'hje Minister aware 
that a repre.sentation was sent to Government by one Dinesli Chandra 
Lahiri interned in the town of IJangpur romplaining of the inadequacy 
of Ills allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will 1 he correct in saying 
that some of the home-internees are not given any allowance at all? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : At prese!»t every home- 
interncc is in receipt of an allowance. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: May 1 draw the attention of 
the IIon’l>le Mwiister to the fact that one Akhil Chandra Muhalanohis ( ?) 
of Dattajiara i^ not in receipt of any allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (In Henguli.) 

Is .such an allowance personal to the detenu or is it a family allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In certain cases where 
a home-internee has dependants and was providing for such dependants, 
a consolidated allowance is given, taking info ccmsideration the fact 
that We has dependants. 

Mr. NIHAl»ENOU OUTTA MAZUMDAR : At what rates, allow- 
ances have been granted to home-in teriiees? 

The Hon*l^ Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIH: The minimum is Re. 10 
outside Calcutta, and in Calcutta it varies from Rs. 20 upwards, depea^- 
iug on the merits of eltch particular case. * 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On what principle the 

rate of allowance is fixed P 

Tht Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A home>intemee who 
has got no dependants and who was always provided for by his parents 
or guardian, gets, as a rule, a minimum allowance of Rs. 10; in other 
cases it depends on the circumstances of each case. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the sum of Ils. 10 includes allowances for food- 
ing, allowances for books and papers, for stamps and for clothing as 
well? 

t 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further 
to add. I have already said that it is the minimum allowance. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Is that an answer to my question? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As 1 explained the other day to the Ilou.se, when 
a question is ])ut and an answer is given, I liave got no control over 
the Minister concerned as to the nature of the answer given. But if 
you are not satisfied, you can put further supj)lementary questions to 
elicit what more \ou want to know from him. I do not think 1 can 
force anybody in this House to give an answer which might cover all 
the points. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Has not the Si)eaker the right to 
give a ruling as to wliether a purported answeix is really an answer to a 
question or not? 

Mr. SPEAKER: So fur as the answer is concerned, I find there has 
not been any answer beyond what the Hon' hie Minister has stated 
before. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I stated that 1 had nothing 
further to add to my statement that Us. 10 is the consolidated allowance. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Gupta asked two 
successive questions. The first was as to the time wheiPsuch allowances 
^ were fixed and to that the answer was at the time of issuing order of in- 
ternment. The second question was whether the Hon’ble Minister was 
aware that one Miss Henuka Sen Gupta did not get any allowance for 
a long time until the matter came up to a court. The reply was, yes. 
liight I enquire which of these two replies is corfect P 
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me Hon’ble Kliiir«ia Sir NAZIMUOOIN: When I said that aUow. 
ance is fixed* after an order of internment is passed, I was referring 
only to the general practice. 

Mr* SAHTOSH KUMAR BA8U: With regard to answer («). on 
whose opinion an allowance is considered to he adequate!^ Is it the 
opinion of the Criminal Investigation Department or of the District 
Magistrate concerned? 

The Hon’ble Khwaia Sir NAZiMUDDIN: On the opinion of the 
District Magistrate concerned. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERilEE: Doe.s the consolideaed allowance of 
Ks. 10 include medical exj>enses. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Tlojdhle Minister ha.s definitely stated that it 
is in the nature of a (‘oii^olidated allowance ami 1 take if that this 
anunint include'' all items of exi)enditure including medical expenses. 

I think it would he fail that when a stalement is made you will draw 
your f>wn ('omlusion froni it. As 1 have already stated, 1 have draw'n 
my conclusion tliat it c(»vers all expenses. As I understand, it might 
he that there ate special circum.stances and in stich cases (iovernment 
ma.\ take special steps with a view to give medictil aid. 


Allowance of detenu Srijut Taralc Nath Dus’ sister. 

a 

*44. Mrs. HEMAPROVA MA4UMDAR: (n) Is the Ilonble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) l)ej)artineiit aware — 

(») that detenu Srijut Tarak Nath Dass has a sister named Miss 
Cnia Hani Dass who was living with their mother; and 
(/I) tliat after the death of their mother his sister is living uloneP 

(/;) Has the Hon 'hie Minister received any application from the 
girl a.sking permission to live with her detenu brother? 

(c) If the answer to {h) iij in the affirmative, what reply has been 
givenT to the petition? 

(d) Ls it a fact that the family allowance of Us. 10 has been stopped 
after her mother’s death? 


The Hon’bis Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN 8 (a) (i) Yes. 
(it) I have no information. 

<6) No. 
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. (c) Does not arise. 

(d) Yes; but an allowance has been sanctioned for the support of 
the detenu’s sister with effect from the date of the mother’s death. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (In Bengali.) 
What is the amount of the allowance sanctioned for his sister? 

The Hon’Me Khwaia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Es. 8. 

Babu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY! (In Bengali.) 
Is that adequate? 

The Hon’ble cKhwaJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, in this particular 

case it was. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: How long after the death 
of the mother was this allowance sanctioned? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: From the date of her 
mother’s death. 


Mad detenus. 

*45. Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: M ill the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(/) how many detenus during the last sev^n years have gone mad; 
(//) how many of them have recovered under treatment; and 
(Hi) how many of tliem were sent to tlie Eanchi Mental Hospital? 

Tho Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (o 12. 

(ii) 4. 

(Hi) 7. Arrangements are being made to send another, wdio has 
turned violent. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What are the names of 
the 12 persons who have gone mad? 

tr 

^ Tho Hon’Mo Khwila Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not got the names 
with me. I ask for notice. ^ 

f 

Mr. tURENORA NATH ■ItWAtl ShaU I be cor^ in nyiaff 
that not 12 but M detenus have developed insanit^^P 
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Mf« 8P€AICERj Order, order. You cannot presume to give infor- 
ma^pn to tkfe Hon’ble Minister when you are asking questions. Your 
question must be in the proper form, viz., will the Hon’ble Minister b<r 
pleased to* state, etc., etc. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether 21 detenus have developed insanity P 

The Hon’We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The number 12 repre- 

sents those who have been certified as insane. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Which of the Detentiom 
Camps yield the largest number of insane prisoners? ^ 

The Hon’ble Kharaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is any further detention 
of tlie wven persons referred to in answer (iii) necessary in tlie interest 
of the State? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Seven persons were sent 
to Itanchi. Two of them are still there, and one has committed suicide. 
Of the nunainin^ f»mr. ofie is in home domieile and three were condi- 
tionally released, of whom one is reported to have jrone mad a^rain. 
Five have been made over to their relatives with their consent. All 
restrictions have }»een withdrawn except in one <‘ase in w’hich the 
detenu has betMi sent to hojoe domir ile with consent of his father. Her 
is reported to have become violent and the District Mairistrate lias recom* 
mended his transfer toMie Ranchi Mental Asylum. 

Mr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERilEE: With re^rard to (n), were 

the four detenus released aft(*r (tovernment were satisfied that they had 
recovered under treatment? 

The Hon^ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T ask for notice, 

Mr, SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: What is the rejmrt of the 
SupeMntendent of the Rauch i Mental Hospital as regards the cause 
of this insanity?* 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I aak for notice. 

Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Are yiy special enquiries made 
de to the causes of insanity in a particular case when the matter is 
reported to GovemmSntf 
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. Th# Hmi’IN# KhiMiift Sir NAZIMUDDIN: So far as I am aware, 

no special enquiry is made but a report is always submitted if tba 
detenu concerned has been in a jail or a camp. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSEs Were these 12 detenus examined 
by medical men before they were sent to Ranchi? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, every one of them. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Are those medic al reports available? 

o 

The Hon'bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Transfer of detenus Narendra Dutta and Ananda Majumdar. 

•46. Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department he pleased to 
state — 

(/) whether it is a fact that two detenus named (1) Narendra 
Dutta and {2) Ananda Majumdar have been recently trans- 
ferred from the De(di Detention Camp to Calcutta; 

(//) whether it is a fact that the reason for transfer is that they 
have lost their sense of reasoning; 

(lit) how long were they in the Deoli Detention (amp; 

(/r) when were they first arrested; 

(r) what trealment had the> at Deoli and for w’hat perittd ; and 
(ri) why are they not yet sent to the Ranchi Mental Hospital? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; (/) and ((i) Yes. 

{n'i) (1) Narendra Datta — J years 8 months. (2) Ananda 

Majumdar — o years. 

(iv) They were arrested under the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1981), on the oth February, 1982, and the 89th Detober, 1931, 
respectively. 

(r) Both ,of them began to behave in a Strange manner in the 
middle of April last. They were transferred to Bengal promptly. 

a 

(rt) They have been made over to their relatives who volunteered 
to take charge of them. As Narendra Datta has tunmd violent; 
arrangements are being made for his transfer to ilanohi. 
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MARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTYl (In Bengali.) 
In cam}) were Narendra Dutta and Ananda Maaumdar jnst before 
they started developing 'symptoms of insanity P 

Vile Hon’Me Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: They were at Deoli. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

THE BENGAL MINISTERS* EMOLUMENTS BILL, 1S37. 

Ci.Ar.sK 2. 

MauIvi ABU HOS8AIN 8ARKAR: Whut 1 was HubmittinK last 
evening Ik-Ioiv the House was that tiie amendment moved by my friend 
Maulvi Abul Fazd does not prttpo.se to give to the Ministers a salary of 
Its. l.OtMt alone. There are other proposals in elanse {h). If these 
prtjpof.aK are taken togt'ther it will be seen that for tlie ('hief Minister 
it Is proposed to fix a salary of Its. 1 .(MM) with an allowanee of Us. 1,500 
making a total of Us. 2,5(MI and ft»r the other Ministers an allowanee of 
Us. o(Mt per month together with an allowanee of Us. 1 ,(t0t) eaeh. Now, 
the question is whether the salarie.s proposed for the Fhief Minister 
and the Ministers are ade<]uate or md. It was stated in this House 
yeHtfiday that Is^fore April, lOdT, the Ministers of Bengal were get- 
ting a monthly salary of Us o.tMM) and over. I submit that that is 
not a projuT guide for fixing the Hubuit*s of the Ministers at present. 
This salary was fixed hy the (lovenior of the jirovinee aeeording to the 
English standard of living when Bengal was in a better finaneial posi- 
tion than it is now. I submit the position of Bengal is not financially 
a.s happy as it used to be, 

Thd Hon’biB Mr. H. S. SUHRAWAROY: You know nothing at all. 

• 

ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR; My friend, Mr. Subrawardy, 
aays I know nothing at all. But I <lo not think he motiopcdises all the 
finaneial knowjedge of Bengal for himself and iiolMidy else know's any- 
thing al)Out it.* The (question now is wliether the salary is adequate or 
not. Bengal is the p^wirest of all the provinces of Inditf and we find ^ 
at present that the Ministers in otlier provinces are accepting a salary 
of Hs. 500 a month and 1 do not admit tjiat the Ministers of those 
provinces are not as efficient as the Ministers of Bengal. I submit thpt 
the amount of salary^ is not the only critel'ion of efficiency or prestige. 
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But a man who gets a small salary wKicli may be considered adequate 
according to the financial condition of the country may work efficiently 
and with prestige. It is reported that in Bengal the average annual 
income per head is Rs. 30 only and if we take the monthly rate it will 
come down to Rs. 2-2 per month. Now, Sir, Government propose to 
give to each of tlie Ministers a salary of Rs. 3,000 and to the Chief 
Minister alone a salary and allowance of Rs. 3,500. I consider this 
amount to be too high. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. We have 
just noticed an Hon’ble Minister crossing between yourself and the 
gentleman speaking. Is that in order? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yon know that I have already pointed out the 
Parliam(‘ntary convention in rc'gurd to such matter. I have not seen 
any member crossing. In that case I would have drawn his attention 
to it. 

Th« Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

The hon’ble member may come and >oe if 1 actually did so or not. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: ronsidering the small income 
per head in Bengal the salary proposed is rather too high. It is a gene- 
ral cry that the cost of administrati(»n of the country should be reduced. 
The MiniNt(‘rs are proposing bigli salarie.s for themselves. If they do 
not set an exumjjle as tliey are supposed to he popular Ministers it will 
not he possible for them to reduce the salary of other officers of Govern- 
ment. If we look to other countries in Asia, generally we go to Japan, 
which is one of the richest c<uintrie.s in t)»e world. One of m\ friends 
suggested yesterday that the Ministers of Ja])an get smaller salaries 
than the salaries proposed for the Ministers of the Government of 
Bengal. We see in those (Muintries that the Ministers or the Prime 
Ministers never prove to be less efficient than the Ministers w’bo are 
working here with us in Bengal. One of my friends say that I am not 
acquainted with the affairs of other countries, but I want to know 
whether that gentleman has numopolised to himself the knowledge of 
the world. Sir, whenever I make any suggestion or reference tu any 
place I make it with a full re.sponsihility and with a full knowledge of 
the history of that part of the world. 

One of my friends yesterday w*as submitting that when the 
Ministers popular Ministers they could do with smaller pay. I 
submit it is not the case of poor people or rick people: Ministers are 
supposed to come here<on a patriotic motive and not with a money- 
making tendency. If they t^aii show^ sacrifice th’ey deserve praise: if 
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they can give up a part of their salary proposed they will be made 
hero^. (A Voice: What about the membersF) Well, my friend may 
look to that when the case of members comes forward. 

Xow, Sir, generally we eoraplain about the bureaiieratio Govern- 
ment. But here we see that our Ministers have become more bureau- 
cratic -than the bureaucra<\v that was ruling Bengal before the Jst 
April. The prince of bureaucrats — 1 mean Uis Excellency Sir John 
Anderson, fixed a scale of salary 

Mr. SPEAKER: What was your last 8 cnten(‘e? You know very 
well that you cannot discuss the conduct of His Excellency the 
Governor. I am sorry to find that you Iiave done so by the use of the 
words “prince of bureaucrats”. 1 hope you will wTtlfllraw it. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: 1 bow to your ruling and with- 
draw it. I was saying, Sir, that the salaries of the Ministers fixed on 
the Ist April by His Excellency the Governor were less than what are 
projiosed in the Bill under consideration. Another thing 1 ap{)eal to 
the Ministers to consider. Out of eleven autonomous provinees six are 
ruled by Hindu majority and there we find that the salaries of Ministers 
have loiiK* down to Its. .')(M) with some allowances, but m here there are 
Muslim Obief Ministers (»r Prime Ministers we find that the salaries 
ot the Ministers are higher and that thereby the cost of administration 
is liigber than the provinces ruled by Ministers of other castes. I 
appeal to the Hoirble Minister'^ of Bengal not to make tliis dangerous 
precedent tha^ wherever Muslim will rule the salary will lie higher 
or the cost ot administration will he higher than the administration 
ruled by Hindus or oth^r nationalities. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr, .Vhu lIoHsain, I >^ould request you to avoid 
this very dangerous inferenee which you ore drawing. I cannot atop 
you outright hut I would request you that it would lie preferable if you 
avoid the dangerous communal reference. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: WJmt T submitted, Sir, was not 
practically communal hut ratjier what I was submitting was to take 
awa\^that communal aspect. 

Xow, Sir,^with these suhmissioiiH I beg to second the amendment 

moved by mv friend Md. Ahul Fazl. 

• 

Mauivi /VIIDUL BARI; Mr, S[>eaker, Sir, it appears that the 
Ministers’ Salary Bill has almost raised 4 storm over a teapot. It 
appears that the Ministers’ Salary Bill is the only important item befqre 
the House (laughtef from the Congress Benches). My friends over 
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there are laughing" over it but I will tell them outright just as I proceed 
that what I submit is true and I shall try to prove it. Sir, I do not 
know if on the decision of the question of Ministers’ salary millennium 
will come at the gates of Bengal. Sir, I do not know if on the decision 
of the question of the Ministers’ salary the Hood gates of opulence and 
wealth will be opened. I do not know if on the decision on the question 
of Ministers’ salary the question of economic salvation of Bengal will be 
solved. I do not know if this is the only problem with which the legis- 
lators of this country are to-day faced. I will not be surprised if some 
of my friends will say that if you pay more to your Ministers perhaps 
the roof of thii^ House which was built at a cost of Rs. 13 lakhs will fall 
upon yourwahoulders or the flow' of the w'aters of the Ganges will stop 
running or perhaps they wdll say that if you pay so much to your 
Ministers a holt from the blue w'ill fall upon you and that you will all 
be killed. I submit, Sir, that all these will never come, will never 
happen. 

It has been suggested that the Ministers* .salary should be reduced 
to the muNimum of Hs. otU). This is the proposal of Mr. Praniatha 
Natli Banerjee. I know', Sir, that amemlments there have been many 
This House has been flooded with amendments, amendments nioved and 
withdrawn, amendments not moved ami amendments not pressed. But 
to what effect h* Is it the desire of the members of the House that the 
salary of the Ministers shoubl be so much reduced as to bring it to the 
scale of Its. dbOy It it had been so, then certainly flippantly and light- 
heartedly amendments w'ould not have been put forward before this 
House. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think you are entitled to say that amend- 
ments have been flij)pantl\ ami light-heartedly put forw’ard. It is a 
question of the right of the members and it is a matter w'hich I hope 
you will respect. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Sir, 1 can just refer to the amendment of 
Mr. Praniatha Nath Banerjee. 1 know Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee 
well: I was a student in the University College. I am sure that 
Mr. Praniatha Nath Banerjee is a fine gentleman, a fine professor and a 
fine lawyer. I am sure too that what he w'as .stating before the pouse 
to-day he will not certainly .state before his students in the University. 
The philosophy of economy that he was preaching here is not the 
philosophy that he himself believes. Sir, I ^ woubf submit that 
» Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee in stating that the Ministers should get a 
salary of Rs. oOO'was only re.^ounding his master’s voice, namely, the 
voice that resounded the veils of Wardha (loud cheers from Moslem 
Benches and voices of “undoubtedly that is so” from Congresk 
Benches). * ^ 
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Hr* SPEAKERS Order, order. I think the Left Wing should not 
be eq impatidht because a word which was used by them is used by 
another member. My friend Mr. Bose and his group will realise that 
in Parliam'ent expressions are used as retort but if that is made an 
occasion for drowning the vcice of a speaker it is very difficult for any 
speaker to* continue. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May 1 say, Mr. Speaker, that we 
applauded his remarks. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: I was just going to say on the uinemlment 
of Mr. Prainatha Nath Banerjee. Sir, Mr. Banerjee stnt'e'^ff that the 
Ministers in the Congress province.s, namely, the .six pft)vinCes in which 
Congress dominates to-day have been accepting a salary ot Hs. 500. 

I want to tell the House through \ou. Sir, that the Congress is not the 
ideal of this House, that the Congress provinces are not the ideal of the 
province of Bengal. Bengal, Sir, has always led, Bengal has al\\uyH 
been on the vanguard and to-day also Bengal wants to set an example 
and is not going to he led. If the members of this Ilf)use rec'eive their 
salary out of public fund an<l eversbody else receives his salary out of 
public fund, such s<trt of amendments will not st<»p giving Ministers 
tlieir salaries out of public fund. 

If we have read the papers aright we find that the Ministers in the 
('ongiess provinces are receivifig a salars of Bs. 5(K) but the,\ are 
receiving moie thiougli the backd(»or, namel> , b> allowances which are 
not jiermissible under the law and ^^e to-day want to projiose in this 
House that we shall give our Ministers only the salary that they 
deserve but not the allowances which are not provided for by the A(;t. 

Mr. Prainatha Nath Banerjee also (pmted the figures of some 
indejieiident countries, namel\, of Japan ami other countries but in 
none of those (‘ountries could he show that any Minister in any country 
has been receiving a salary of Us. 5t)(l. The figure 1hat he showed for 
Japan is Us. 700 and for other countries he Mh(»wed Us. 1,200 or 1,000. 
But 1 can tell the House that we are not going to icdlow the practice 
of those countries. Sir, we have got the reforms from the Parliament 
of England and if we are to follow we wilPfoUow the mother of Parlia- 
ment, gamely, England. The pay that was given to the Prime Minister 
of England was which has been rai.sed to i*IO,0(Ml. 

Now, Sir, also stated that Bengal is a {Mjverty-stricken country 
and Bengal's peasants ami Bengal’.s poor men cannot afford to pay so 
much to her Ministers. I admit that Bengal is poor but* at the same 
time I submit* that rural Bengal is poor hut (’alcutta is not poor. All 
the money., all the silver, all the gold are flowing round Calcutta. Who 
are the citizens of this Calcutta ? They are big merchants, big doctcra, 
big lawyers and such other persons. Bengal's money is there but rural 
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Bengal has become poor. I would welcome the time when the entire 
palaces of Calcutta will J^e crushed down and in its place will be erected 
hutfi and hamlets. I will certainly welcome the time when motor care 
and buses and other vehicles like that will be given the go-by and the 
people of Calcutta will ride in bullock carts. I submit^ Sir, that a 
nation lives in the cottage and not in the city of palacep. I would ask 
the members of the Congress Benches if they are prepared to forego 
the salary they have been getting, to forego the fees that they have 
been taking. I can tell you one instance, a very sad instance. Just 
a few days before a man was found “not guilty” by a verdict of the Jury 
in the distri(?t of Murshidabad. The matter was referred to the Hon’ble 
High (V)urt. The man was poor and he approached some very eminent 
Advocates, some^very eminent Counsel of this towm of Calcutta but they 
said that without Rs. 500 they were not going to accept the brief. 
Ultimately the man was ordered to be hanged. hi this House they 
speak of uplift of humanity. Was it not fair for humanity for them to 
see tluit the brief of that poor man was accepted. I submit, Sir, if 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee or Mr. J. C. Gupta is prepared to accept 
the Ministership for Rs. 500. (Voices from Congress Benches 
“certainly”). Certainly not. If the Congress Ministers have 
accepted a pay of Rs. 500 certainly they have done so with a view that 
perhaps their Ministry is not going to be stable for a long time. A^’liat 
does the acceptance of a lesser salary mean? It means that the gate 
to bribery is open. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AO KHAITAN: On a point of order. Sir. Is the 
hon’ble member in order in insinuating that if the sclury is lowered 
Ministers will take bribe? 


Mr. SPEAKER. I think Mr. Ivbaitan this point is very pertinent to 
be raised but I think it is clear that if a member wants to draw an 
inference that a lower salary will result in bribery and corruption it is 
a perfectly legitimate parliamentary expression. I can say that, this 
morning 1 was reading a book which Mr. Bose kindly referred to me 
and I found that this ver\ fact has been mentioned. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Now, Sir, I was going to say about the 
Congress management. 1 will tell the House through you. Sir, that so 
long as the existing system in the Calcutta Coq>oration exists it does not 
lie in the mouth of the (’ongress members to ask Minkters to accept a 
salary of Rs. 500. Is not the Chief Executive Officer of the Calcutta 
Corporation receiving Rs, 2.900 as his salary? (Shame, shame). 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are perfectly entitled to say samfething about 
the Corporation^ but I do nUt ihink it is fair on the part of any member 
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of this House to crj' shame over the question of the Corporation paying 
higher salaries because once you make these remarks you stand your- 
self condemned. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI; I was submitting that the Chief Executive 
Officer 9 f the Cefrporation receives a pay of Ks. free quarters and 

motor car allowance, and after this so long as you allow that 
system of things to prevail in the Cahuitta Corporation and so long as 
you do not reduce high salaries it does not lie in the mouth of those 
persons to call for a cut in the salaries of Ministers here. It was stated 
}esterda^ by Mr. Ilanerjee tliat he A\ould not like to have so many 
ministers as 11, but he can run the province with two only. May 1 
remind him of what is ha])|a*ning about tlie congress ministries in other 
provinces y Madras has got 111, Honibay S. Itihar 7 and Ori.ssa 4. So I 
submit it is ensy to say things like that and it is very difficult 
really when a man is practically in the .same jiosition ami makes criti- 
cisms like that and criticisms like that seem to be ah\ays substantial. 

In re})l.\ to my friend Mr. Abu H«»ssain Sarkar. who was telling this 
House that mone_\ js not always a test of eflicienc\ ami ability. 1 submit 
that so long as the world remains we find that money is one of the tests 
of a man being a lug man or being a leader f»f men ; a man woi thy of 
being recipient of honour, jinvilege and jnestige. 

I would just refer to one thing. My friends on this side of the 
House will apprefuate tliat this (juestion di<l not come in w}u*n the 
(piestion ol leadeislii]) ot tlu* ( ongiess was considered because Babu 
Atul Chandra Kumar and others wf)uld have la*en the leailer of the 
Congress becaii.^e the\ suflered more than Mr. Sarat (’hamlra Bose but 
because tbe.se persons dqj not ha\e sufficient mones to control the 
part \ — 

(At this stage the memher, having reached the time limit, resumed 
bis seat.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; Sir,- 1 jvould not have decided to 
intervene in this debate but for the speech made by Mr. Abdul Bari. 

1 think the apfdogisls for higher salaries for the Minisleis would have 
been better advi.sed if they had chosen to refy upon the number of votes 
they c^uld secure than upon the argumeiitH they decided to bring 
forward. False iftsues and false analogies have been sought to be 
rai.sed on an elaborate scale for the purpo.se of defemling a po.sition 
which (loe.s uot ffear a i»omeii('H .scrulin.v. I would remind my Iriends 
opposite to realise that they are standing on the threshold of a new 
era in the hisViry of this country ; they are creating history. It will 
not be good for them to yield to .such arguments as have been put 
forward for the purpose of bolstering up a case which does not, as h 
have said, bear a moment’s scrutiny. You are on the parting of ways. 
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May I remind you that you are creating new traditions when power, 
however small it may be, is in your hands? ^ 

Sir, my esteemed friend, the Minister for Labour, will try to contain 
himself for some time. Labour is always anxious to deliver itself 
quickly hut let that delivery be put oft' for some little time. 

My friend Mr. Abdul liari has said: “What about the Corporation 
of Calcutta That is a (luestion, Sir, which is considered to be very 
ticklish to many of my friends oa the other side of the House. But 
do they know that it is not the Congress which is responsible for the 
inflated salaries whicli obtained in the Corporation towards the latter 
part of the ('ongress regime. When the Congress regime first came 
into lieing under the leadership of the late Desliabandhu Das, what 
was the practice 'and what was the j)osition that they wanted to establish 
in that body? Mr. Subash Chandra Bose, their first nominee 
for the Chief Executive Officer’s post, a<‘cepted a salary of 
Rs. 1,5(M) ])er month; the salary of the Official I. C. S. Chairman 
was Ks. 11,500; and it was practically in the gift of the Congress party 
— it was in fact in the hollow of their liands to grant to Mr. Subash 
Chandra Bose, a salary ot Us. 11,500 under the Calcutta Municipal Act. 
They knew that they could command tin; votes which were absolutely 
at their command, but they deliberately decided to sed an example to 
posterity, to set an example to the bureaucracy, because they were 
then ruling the country just as they are doing now- that a salary of 
Rs. 1,500 should be fixed for the* highest otticei of tin* Corjioration ol 
Calcutta. Sir, 1 may recall the* occasion w luoi Sir Charlc*s Stuart- 
Williams, the thcui Chairman of the Calcutta Bolt Trust, stood uj) and 
jirojiosed an amend iiient to the projiosal ol tin' ('ongress Party lor a 
salary of Ks. 1,500. lie j)ro]H>sc‘d that the .salaj\ sliould be fixed at 
Ks. d,5IKl and he made' it ])erlVctly cleai in his .sih'imIi that he desired 
to hold fast to his amendment for the purjio^e ol keeping up the stand- 
ard and the grade' of the salary. The Calc utta Corporation, dominated, 
as it then was, by the Congress Party and of which my friend, the 
present l/abour Minister, was the Deputy Mayor under the aegis of 
the Congress Party, rejected that proposal of Sir'. Charles Stuart* 
Williams for a salary of*Ks. n,50() and delilH*rately went in for 
Ks. 1 ,5(Kl for their nominee* for the Cliief Executive Officer’s post. 
Why was that done? That was' done for the purpose of setting an 
example for all time to come to those %vho are out here to grab a5 much 
money as they ean from the poor people of this eouirtry to fill up their 
own pockets. The (\ileutta Corporation of to-day shows a differeVit 
picture and salaries have gone up in that Imdy. Why is it so? It is 
not iHH'ause of the Congress Party hut in spite of the Congress Party 
in the Corporatipn of Cah'utta, why is it done? It if; done because 
reactionary forces control the power and the position in the Calcutta 
Corporation, liecause the voice of the Congress — the genuine Congress 
is drowned in the roar of the reactionaries in the Calcutta Corporation, 
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because the European element combine with the Governmeiit party 
nominees and a handful of other elected memljers, are always ready to 
stick out in keeping up the high level of salaries in the (Calcutta 
Corporation. That is done, as I have said, in spite of, and not In'cause 
of, the Congress and that is tlie position. The (\)ngres8 party in 
season. and out of season and every time it has found an opportunity, 
has raised his voice of prote.st ; but unfortunately tl>e reactionary forces 
are such that its voice for the time Inung is lying low. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Vcr> hmu excuse. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: My friend Mi .•Suhiauaidy says 
it is a ver\ lame ex« ime. I know, Sir, he has got excuses for many 
things and he i.s probably a good jmlge of excust‘s. 1 know that and 
I am not going to _\ield tt) hi.s intei rujil ions. 1 hidd fast to my view, 
knowing full well the artivities ot the Congress Ihirty, knowing full 
well their desiies, their anihitions and their [udieies. I know that 
when the salaiies of people in position and ])o\\er are sought to be 
plaei'd on a hig-li level, there vill always In* fortlicoming udhenuits to 
their cause who will siaiid 1»\ them and give them their support. Ji 
is a diiVereiil matter it you rel\ up<in ^our votes instead ol trying to 
hoodwink this [louse lt\ arguments which e\p<»se llicir own liollowness. 

Sir, 1 look to niN Mosh-ni lellow ( (Mintiy men and ni\ M(»sleiii 
hrethnui with wlioin I ha<l llo* hommi and j>ri\ih*ge ol working 
shoulder to shoulder in tlie Coiporation <d Cah uila. 1 lime got many 
an iiisjiiration ‘from them whnh has (uinohled me foi tin* time being 
and has put me on a li^gher [ilane. J fiml dial on the floor of tliis 
House such feelings and sentiments are not altogether unknown. Jt 
is here among’ the Moslem memlMTs of this House that llie quaslion of 
salaries has been raised, that the highly iidlatrd salaries, whiili the 
Ministry i.s asking for itsell, are not to he allowed. .\ml tfie voice of 
protest, a voice powerlul and strong, has come forth Irom my Moslem 
friends. Sir, I konw the Krishuk I’ruja I^arfy. A great party in 
Bengal which i.s in the shaping and which is Ixmiid to eonind the 
destinies of the vast Moslem and other ipasses of thi.s country to a 
great extent; and T know' that. their professions^ pmlileclions and their 
affilia^ons and attacliments are in comsonance w'ilh the progressiva* 
forces of this country. That is my delilK‘ratc opinion and T do not for 
a moment hesit|^te to give exjiression to that ojiiniim with tlie utmost 
emphasis I can comniaful. I am h»okijig foiward to the Ministers for 
setting that example, for giving that turn to the events in the near 
future when ^he day will cfum*, when the hig^hly salaried officers of 
(government will be shamed into aecepting-* lower .salaries. The c*on- 
stitution allows tbem^to set that example jo*day which is iMuirid to Ife 
followed by the highly paid officers, ^t lie permanent officers of this 
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country. Time was when the theory was put forward that India was 
not accustomed to the method of Western administration and when 
you had to jfet highly paid officers from Europe for the purpose of 
keeping up that system of administration. That was the? position and 
that was the excuse then, I say, for not introducing into this poor — the 
poorest of all poor — (‘ountries the artificial rate of s^aries which we 
find in vogue to-day. But that is a thing of the past. No one with 
a modicum of conscience can say to-day that it is still necessary to 
import highly paid officerh from Europe to run the administration of 
this country. That is an argument which has been exploded long 
long ago. Are you going to face the future with your eyes turned to 
the past w'hen highly salaried British officers were considered neces- 
sary? Sir, if wt are out to Indianise our services, we must bring 
down the scales of salaries to the Indian level — the level of the poor 
Indian raiyat, th(‘ level of the poor Indian labourer who cannot earn 
enough for two meals a day. And I appeal to my esteemed friend, 
the Chief Minister, at whos(‘ feet I have h^arnt many things which I 
am ned willing to unl(*arn, altlunigh he si^eaks in a different voic'^ 
to-day. I would remind my esteemed fritmd that these ar(‘ the theories, 
sentiments and (‘umdding visions which Ik' has placed before the youth 
of this country. Do md go back upon your own words and do not 
shut your <‘yes to the shining example that yoti have yourself std before 
the younger gent'rations of this ((nintry. I say, Sir, do not rely upon 
any Jtrgumeiits. Dividi* th(‘ Hous(‘ and have your salaries to your 
heart’s content if you like, but do not bring forward arguments which 
can only mish'ad posterity and whiidi can only hoodwink the public if 
you go on doing that. 


Mautvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Sir, T have heard the arguments 
]>ut forward on behalf of the amendments. 1 had no mind to rise up 
but after the vehement speech put forward b> my friend on the other 
side — I mean the ex-Mayor — I would like to say a few* words in favour 
oi the arguments given by my friend Abdul Bari. T rise up to oppose 
all the amendments. The argument w hich m\ friend opposite has given 
expression to just now has pained me much and pained me to the 
oxtrenie. What I have beeii able to follow* from his argument is that 
the Calcutta Corporation is dominated at present not by the genuine 
(’ongressmwi ^ut by Congressmen who are counterfeit. I would ask 
my friend 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. You must nddrcvss the Speaker. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF ^BISWAS: Yes, Sir I am putting this 
question through you to my friends occupying the benches opposite 
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whether the majority of the members of the Corporation are Congress- 
men CT not.' (Cries of No, no). AVe learn that it is the Conffressmen 
who are ruling the Corporation ; we learn that the spirit of the Corpora- 
tion; we •learn that the spirit of the Corporation is Mr. J. C. Gupta who 
is ocnipying the hench over there. May T ask iny friend opposite, the 
Mayor, whether tlie present Mayor is not a lueinWr of the Congress? I 
put this question to him; whether he will he willing to give an answer 
not is a different matter. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: He is just as much the Mayor as 
tile llon’hle the Finance Afini>ter is. 


Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: I have been ahh* to catch a word 
t«om (he lips „( Ml. .1 (' (u,pla. that thes will bring (oiward a measure 
to curtail the pa\ ot the (*tii<c.rs of the (’ah-uKa ( '«*rporat icm . laM him 
do it first, Sir Fvamjdc* is bettcu than prec<‘pt. 


; ’he Instor.N n\ bn.ken pledges l,s it riesirable. 

Nr, h.M mm, .Imnl.l and without s.tal. hiu^r u part of 

l.^ o»n ho,h> UV loo,. f„llo„,.d M,.. A K Faxiul llu,, find 

'■■.■.t h, ha., not v,.t hr, do.,, al,^ ph-lo,.. ||o has not h,.trav,>,l ativ ..otu- 
n.u.ittv : !„> has not h,.t,a^,.,l anv uatioa. \V,. know thn historv and fh,. 

''orsh.p|M.,| an,l a,l„„.,l h, all th.- .■onnnnn,li,-s of 
.•nna,, who has h,.,.,, tn,.nt,on,.,l l,> f,,..,„| opposil... I 

i).-hln.ndl,n ( h,tta,an,,»n l»as | a,lor.- him for In- ,am,. forwar.i will, 

an ,d,^,. hramh an, I no that sa,,,..| |>a, , oavn that sa.m,! phnleo - 1 

■m-an th,. I'a,., . H,„ „ l,;., ( „„Krfss ,lon,. in th« nman- 

tinmr U,. (in, I ( ,o,„ino forward with n (.roposal of oivinif 

Ihf Miiustms o.dy Its, .Mid „„.„s,.m Unt. Sir,' Drshhamihn 

fluttaran,,an Das, w„h a vi,.« hr„|.o. th,. o.,|( and nilh a vi,.» ,o 

bntifr ahon, atndv and ,.,.a, ,• h,. I ,h„ l„„ , ommnnittV.M, 
forwar.l ^yl,h a wh.dnsonj.. an, I winitahh- m,.asnr<. known as the Hpncal 
Pact. Wc th,.,! lea, III an,] h-aint with pl,.a.sur,. that lh,.r,. was a sini'crc 
patriot who .am,, forward to hrin(r p.s,,.,. into the conniry; hnt, alas, 
Sir, after his depart, ire fioni this worhl, ^.t the Nadia f'onferenee tliat 
lact was torn up and thrown jnto the waste-paper basket. 


Many things have been said. Sir, in favour of the C’ongress Ministries, 
but I ask meiabers of this House to turn their e\es for a moment to the 
provinces outsifle Bengal where Congress occupies an exalted jiosilion 
as having formed a Ministry. Look at theun. Of course, 1hc\v have 
accepted a si^lary of It.s. oOO per mensem. I submit, without fear of 
contradiction, that they will not liesitate tc^ fill their pockets in a way 
^hich is questionable. They have violated the law to fill their pocket^i. 
I am referring to sedlion 57 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Abdul Latif Biswaa, I think it is my duty 
to advise you that when as a member of the legislature you we referring 
to Ministries or legislatures of other provinces you should not do ft in 
a manner which you would not like if imitated by others. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Sir, it has been argued by some 
of my friends opi)osite that the pay that is proposed to be given to the 
Ministers is (juite exorbitant. We know, Sir, — and know very fairly — 
that some g(*ntlemiin while in detention was given an allowance of 
Rs. 1,800 per nuMisem. Is it reasonable, is it ]>r()hable, that a detenu 
should Ik- inisatistifMl and discontented with Rs. 1,800 per month and 
ask tlie lloirble Minist<*rs to contcuit themselves with a pay of Rs. 500? 
(Dr. Nai.inaksii Y.\ Sanyai. ; But tliat detcmu was earning Rs. fSO.OOO 
j)er month !) Buf he might have taken a lesser sum out of self-sacrifice ! 
And it may also be that som(‘ of the gcMitlennui now oecuj)ying the 
'J’nuisury Ihunhes might also be earning more* than tliis. ((hies of 
“Who, who “Naim* iiim”; “Who is In*?”) (Kai II\rl.\i)uv Nath 
(hiACDiinn ; Name one.) The point, Sir. is this. My friends havi* 
argued that ]Kitriotism is tin* main cri((‘rion. And if ]ia1riotism is the 
chief thing, why coubl not that gt‘ntb‘man lx* satisti(‘d with a lessi^r 
amount than Us 1,800 per month? But if that gi*ntl(‘man was not 
satisfied (‘V(*n with Us. 1,800 a month, how can you aigue that Ministers 
will accejit a salars of Us. 500 ])er month? K it not unn*asonable — nay 
a blasj)h(Mn> on tin* part of those g(*ntlemen to say so? What is the 
idea b(‘hind it? It is nothing but to creatt* a deadbxk, nothing but. to 
drive the Ministr\ out of office. Sir, (‘\('r\bo<l\ knows that a salary of 
Rs. 500 is not jiossibb* for any (b‘c<*nt man to live upon in Ckilcutta. It 
is not sufficient evi'ii for a middh*-< lass man. Some of my friends have 
brought forward the (‘xample of .la]>an, but. Sir, evi'rybody knows that 
the standard of living in Calcutta is much higher than it is in .Japan. 
(Cries of “No one know\s, but you may” !> 1 know —and I know fairly 

well — and as 1 have* already fund — that it is nothing but an attempt to 
criMite a deadlock and to drive the Ministry out of offici*. (A voiCK: 
For how many \ears wen* \ou in .Tapan?^ T liave studied the amend- 
ment coming trum that side, and T find that it is nothing but a com- 
]>roniise with the ( 'ongress group It is my bt'lief and firm conviction 
that those gentlemen think tliat they will not be able to carry their 
amendment through — the amendment that they have put forward, I 
mean. And T am satisfied tliat if it were not a compromise the jr>ntle- 
men occupying the benches opposite would not for this' amendment. 

Ml*. ABU H088AI N 8ARKAR : Where hav^ you got this inspira- 
* tion from? 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF Bi8WA8: From those gentlemen who 
dislike the personnel of the present Ministry and have brought forward 
these amendments. 
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Dr. «!• M. DAS GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. May I ask you, 
Sir, if the honourable member is in order in imputing motives in this 
way? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I did not hear that he was attributing any motives. 

Dr. il. M. DAS GUPTA: lie was saying tliat tlie Congress Party 
has given up their idea of Its. f)()0 per month for the Ministers and are 
now bneking uj) the Proja l*arty as a eoinpromise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do IU>I tliink he has imputed any motives. All 
tliat he has Iumui saying is that this aniendnieiit is in the nature of a 
eoinjiroinise, and 1 do not sei* how a suggestion like that can be described 
as imj)uting motives. 1 belii've tiiat the Congress is*doing that with 
the best of motives K\en it it involves compromise with anoth(‘r group, 
il is (jiiile permi^''ihle toi- the ('ongre''s to do so. 1 am alraid this 
imputation oi im»ti\es ai'ose out of an InspiTation due to the interven- 
tion (»f Maulvi Ahu Ilossain '^aikai 1 would, however, ask all members 
to keej) their inspiratuui to themsehes. 

Msuivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Now, Sir, 1 am coming to tlie 
proiessioris ol (he ('ongit*->s l‘art\. I'heiis are <mly lip professions, for 
the amelioration nf the coiulilion (d the poor. I aKo learn from my 
Iriendv o[)posite that this amendimuit is meant for creating' an (‘xample 
in the c«>untt\, ami it I-' tot thi'' reason that the Ciing'ress g’rou]) here has 
eonie out with this proj»os;il Ma> 1 ask Iheni, Sir wheie was this 
jait I iotisiM . which is now being shown b\ the t'ongre.ss membets. at tlie 
time ot the passing of (he last Bengal Tenan<\\ Act ^ At the time when 
the aiuemlin:.: Bill was int roduced in the (dd Bengal Legislative Counoil, 
the ( ()ngn‘ss Idta k oppose! measures which were calculated to give peace 
to the (M)untr\ . ami now the\ are c(uning forwarrl on the plea that a small 
salary for th(‘ Ministers is ne<<‘s.sat\ in (he interests of the masses. 
(A voirr ruoM Tin-. Cont.ukss Bi.Ninhs: I’hev are all traitors and not 
jiatriots!) I do not say that thc\ arc all ti'aitors, hut they an* traitors 
to the Muhammadan community. l.ook at Orissa. What <lo we find 
there and in other j)r(»\inces in regard to (h(‘ formation <d the Ministries 
there y (Aingrcss has b(*en a tiaitoi to the majority coijimunity in 
Bengal. Then, again, I would ask tny trfi'rid.s to look at tin* (^ 4 il(‘utta 
Corpogdion. liOok at tin* pn>pr>rtion rd' .services given to the Muslims in 
the Corporation. .1 challenge m\ Congn*ss friends to show' that a con- 
siderable propoftinn of tlie aiijiointments under the Calcutta Corporation 
has been given t3 the My.slim community. There the majority rules, and 
I should say that that majority i.s stifling the other eommufiity. ] liave 
fini.shed, Sir, J)ut would say a f(*w words before I resume my seat. The 
words that have just now been mentioned tyid uttered by my friends 
opposite — I mean the w’ords of the ex-Mayor of the Calcutta (’orporatiop 
— stand self-coudemnt^l. He has said that* the Calcutta (Corporation i£ 
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not ruled ])y Swarajists. I ask my friend whether he would be able to 
plane his hands on his breast and then say that the mifjority of the 
Councillors of the Calcutta Corporation are not Congressmen. (Me. 
Santhsii Kumae IJasu : They are not.) It is very surprising, Sir, to 
say that they ore not Congressmen. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: There are Swarajists and pseudo- 
Swarajisls. Some of them try to seek office as ex-Mayors and ex- 
Depufy-Mayors of the Calcutta Corporation. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: If these gentlemen are not mem- 
bers of the Congress, then, Sir, it is merely a tyranny of phrases and 
nothing but that the members opposite are Congressmen. They are the 
Swjira, lists and Congressmen ! But we know, Sir, tliat Swarajists were 
includ(Ml in the (Vmgress, though not tljc (U)ngresK within the Swarajists. 
It is a truism and I must say, Sir, that it is a correct fact that Swarajists 
are (Congressmen. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASUs ^ es, w(‘ liave seen «i “Swanijist*^ 
looming large in tiie cabifu't oi this (iovernment ^ 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS I 1 uould like to remind my 
friends in this House — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don’t do it at all. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Last year when tlie Moslem 
members ot th(‘ (’orpoiation boycotted the Corporation, the Congress 
Party promisinl that theii grievances would looked into %'ery care- 
fully. ^«o^^ , ma\ 1 ask my iriends on tlie o])})ositi‘ whether they have 
considen'd that matter y Tliere is no .shilly-shalling in tlie matter and 
there is no blinking at the fact that our interests have been neglected 
and will be neglected in the tuture by the Congress. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: 1 ri.se oti n point of order, Sir. Is the 
bon'ble member in or<lery 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well 1 have not found any di.sorder yet. 

c 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: What I mean to say is this. Sir. 
When the Corporation majority —whether they belong to the Congrese 
or Swarajist I do not argue— is giving such high salaries to its officers, 
with what face can they come forward here and say that the Ministers 
of the Government of Bengal should only get Rs. 500 as their pay I 
They should be ashamed of bringing forward this amendment when 
they think of their owuselves. I do not like to take any more time of 
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this House, but I would only remind my friends opposite that if you be 
courteous aild kind to the Moslems and honest towards them, you will 
get their co-operation. You should earn their friendship by good-will 
and their t;o-operation by giving them their rights aiul the justice which 
they are crjing for. 

Mr. M, A. H. ISPAHAN I : Mr. Speaker, Sir, it was not at all my 
intention to take part in the debate to-<Iay : it i.s my friend Mr. Suntosh 
Kumar Basil's s]»ee(di that has really forced me to sa.\ a few words 1 
wish Mr. Basil had continued his speeidi without making any reference 
to the ('alcutta ( orpomt ion Sir. I think, and I feel I do not tliink 
wrongly, that it does not lie in the mouth of Mr, Sanlosh Kumar Basil 
or of any member ol tin* Hengal Congress to fimi fault with the members 
on this side (d the lloU'-e; tor b\ their ai lion in theT'alcutta (\>rpoi‘a- 
tion tlie\ stand self-c(»fid(*nin«‘d. (A \oi('i-: including U)ti, \ourself). 
Sir, I ma\ sa\ (hat I lia<l the |dea''Ure and privib*ge of being ti ('ouncillor 
of the Cah utta ( or]»oratiun tor llii(‘e \ear> tind I belonged to tlnit grouj) 
ot Mosbuns kiHJun a" I*io^ress|\e Wo \\orke<l with the Congress in 
all seriou‘«n(‘''S Mr .1 ( (lUpta whom 1 ^ee here t(»-<la\ was a menilrer 
ot the ('orj)oration at that time and I am sui'e that it he tloes take any 
part in (his debate he wili rmt den\ m\ statement W hat did wa* the 
Moslem Ib'ogri'ssu (« lhir(\ memb(*rs in th(‘ Calcutta ('orpoiation see 
their* w h(*n we woiki'd witli th<* ( ongiessl" So long as it suited the 
t'ongress ]iait\ lhe\ co-operat(‘d with u>u but when it did not suit 
them. the\ winked lor \our downtall jiinl we were the unfortuimte 
victims Me were in the ( alciitia Corporation to fight for tin* just 
and legitimate^ rights of our commiinitv 

Dr» N ALI N AK8H A 4AN Y AL S (hi a point ot order. Sir. .May 1 
draw >our attention to rule 14 id the Hengal Legislative Assemfdy 
Buies and Standing Orders which sa\s that in cjise of irrelevance or 
tedious repetition of the same argument tlie Speaker may direct a 
member to discontinue his speech*" 

Mr. SPEAKERS I know* tlie rule np\self, but 1 believe vni will 
agree with me that if Dr San>al speaks and thereafter Mr. Bramalha 
Xath Banerjee repetits Dr. Sanyal s argtftnents in a different manner 
that yile is not applicalde. 'J’haf rule is onI\ applicable when one 
speaker repeats Uie same arguments tediously. The speaker has not 
the power to stop amdher speaker who repeats the arguments advanced 
by a previous sfieaker ^n a profier manner. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir. if you w'ill kindly refer to the 
rule you will find it stated there “if a member yiersists in irrelevance or 
ih tedious repetition either of his own arguments or the argumenta 
uaed by other memb^s.’’ 
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Mr. SPEAKER: It is oot a tedious argument but it is a repetition. 
There is a good deal of distinction. The Speaker after Having called 
the attention of the Assembly to the conduct of a member who persists 
in irrelevance or in tedious repetition either of his own arguments or 
of the arguments used by otlier members in debate may direct him to 
discontinue his speech. That is the rule but I do not think that the 
debate has come to such a stage that there is tediousness in his repeti- 
tion. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: I now know where the shoe pinches. 

When I was in the Corporation, I do not care what Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu has to say, the Congress was in power. Year in and year 
out they got their Mayor elected and they captured all the best com- 
mitteejs and put in men from other communities exactly as they chose. 
They' were in an absolute majority a.s far as appointments and increase 
of pay and administration in general of the Corporation were concerned. 
I remember very well and I do not think my memory fails me when I say 
that when the (luestion of tlie Chief Executive Officer’s increase in 
salary came up before the (’orporation there were only 4 members of 
the Corporation who voted against it. There were 3 of them w’ho were 
Moslems and one Dr. Koy a Hindu who voted against that resolution. 
All the rest and — I w'ould not like to make an absolute suggestion but 
I feel I would not be wrong if 1 did so — even iny friends Mr. J. C. Gupta 
and Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu did support that resolution. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. Is it permissible for me to give a 
personal explanation ? • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes but I should only say that that personal ex- 
planation should not be a debate. You can explain if you find that the 
other member is making an incorrect statement. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Uf Mr. Tspahani is absolutely incor- 
rect and he ought to remember I was the Mayor of the Calcutta Corpo- 
ration at that time and was conducting the proceedings. I took no 
part in the voting at all. (Laughter.) 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI. 1 withdraw’ that remark but barring that 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu took an active part in canvassing for the rise 
in the Chief Executive Officer’s salary. 

Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BA8U: My frienJ now says that I can- 
vassed for the ii^reaae in the Chief Executive Officer’s saJiary. This is 
also absolutely ineorr^t as the proceedings will show that the matter 
was referred to a committee. Mr. Nalini Kanjan Barker sent up a recont- 
mendation for the increase in the salary of the Chief Executive Officer 



GOVERNMENT BILLS; 


139 


198 ^}' 

becaw it was provided in the budjret but I ruled that the matter should 
go b%5k to tfte Finance Comm it tee and could not be accepted by the 

house then. 

« »■ 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTI: Are we attend- 
ing a meeting of the Coriioration or that of the Assembly? , 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid the member in discussing the question 
of the salary of the Ministers made a comparison of it with the i»ay 
given in other places and other institutions. If a reference to the pay 
of the Prime Minister of Japan is not irrelevant 1 cannot rule out a 
reference to the high salary in the (’orporution as irrelevant. The 
member is entitled to draw his own conclusions until it becomes irre- 
levant. 

Mr. 8AHT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Ispahani is overstepping the 
limits of accuracy. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Mr. Santosh Kumar liasu wanted to give a personal 
explanation and 1 think it is onl> fair, if there is an incorrect statement, 
to allow a pers(mal explanation to be given. I hope the members of 
the House will realise it. 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, would it not be better 
if we adjourn to the Corporation where the records woubl be handy 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Pain, you are a criminal lawyer of repute - — 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: I am a biw\er but not a criminal 
lawyer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I know very well that you are a lawyer of repute. 
You know the implication of the sentence you used. ] strongly object 
to that remark as it is not in con.sfoiance with your standing in the 
profes.sion. I strongly object to the expression that will make one 
think that this House is lieing led into such a pf>sition that it v’ould be 
better to adjourn it to another place. The implication of your remark 
i.s that I am not allowing a fair debate and that I am allowing a debate 
which is better fitted for the Corporation. 

• 

Mr. BARADA 4^R08ANNA PAIN: On a point of personal explana- 
tion. What I •suggested was ‘'may we adjourn to the Corporation 
buildings where the reegrds would be handy?’’ There was no implica- 
tion. 

% 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have heard it distincjtly not only once and I 
adked you to repeat it. Mr. Pain knows definitely that it is not i| 
point of order. 
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Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN I ! I wUl not take muck time of tke House 
but I should like to say what I have got to say in regard to the increase 
of pay of the highly paid officers annually in the Corporation. Why 
do they not set their own house in order before they come here — (Cries 
of: This is also our house.) I do not want Mr. Basu to conclude that 
I am either in favour or against the Ministers’ salary that is being 
debated upon. That is quite a different matter. I want the members 
on the other side of the House to remember the saying ‘‘Those who 
live in glass houses should not throw stones at others.” 

Babi^ NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTi: Spoke in 
Bengali of which ihe following i.s an English translation: — 

Hon’blc Mr. ^Speaker, I have been expecting from before the session 
of the Assembly that at this ptuiod of transition for the nation and the 
country 'every discussion on the floor of this House would be carried 
oil with thoughtfulness, logic and restraint. 1 expected much 
weightier and more restrained discussion from the representatives of 
the millions and millions of our people but (o-day’s discussions have 
disappointed and pained me. 

In the course of his speech my friend Maiilvi Abdul Bari said tlu^t 
he could not understand uhy there was so much discussion alH)ut the 
motion for the reduction of the salaries of the ^linisters. He also 
reminded us that the reduction of the Ministers’ salaries w'ould not 
bring in the millennium. In reply I w’ould only sa\ that it might not 
usher in the millennium, but it is difficult to understand how a jehiul 
and a campaign (d vilification against the Congress are likely to usher 
in the millennium. If the (’ongress is not necessary for the freedom 
ai the country, if (he C<mgress is unfit for serving the peo]de of the 
country, if the Congress is unable to give form to the hopes and aspira- 
tions of the peo])le, I am quite prepared to declare that it is the foremost 
duty of the people of the country to desert and boycott it. But is tlie 
Congress really unfit for rendering service to the country Is it true 
that the Congress does not echo the aspirations of the people of the 
country afflicted in various w^ays with oppressions and injustice? Has 
the Congress to-day renounced the ideal of disinterested service and 
sacrifice ? 

It is the eternal law of human life that man loves his self more than 
anything else. His hopes and aspirations — his present and future — 
are all built up round this life. He loves the earth tiecause of his own 
necessity. He establishes the relationship of love with his surroundings 
:or his own satisfaction. What is that call, in response to which 
lundreds of Congress workers court death with smiles on their lips 
ind sing the song of victory unto life? What is that object of attrac- 
vion under the unfailing spell of which hundreds of the youths of the 
country accept without hesitation banishment^* imprisoninent and a 
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do not know if Mr. Biswas was conscious of himself when saying this, 
but r can emphatically declare that in saying this he has insult^ not 
only himself but the whole of this poor country. He forgot the honesty 
of the poorly-paid teachers. He has ignored the honhsty of my 
countrymen — the povertjj^-stficken Krishaks and Prajas. I should like 
to remind him that chartoSer — notf profusion of wealth is the real test 
for judging a man. 500 or Rs. 1,000 is not the question to-day. 
The enost important tiling is whether the Ministers are prepared to 
accept a*^8al«ry befitting this poor country. Bo long our countrymen 
criticised tbd bureaucracy that they, by giving extravagant salaries to 
their employees, had neglected all things important for the country. 
'Jime has now come to vindicate that criticism by the action of our 
elected Ministers. 

Mr*. Speaker, the example of the six Congress provinces come in at 
every step even in this Assembly and it is good that it is so. There 
is no doubt that Bombay, Madras, Bihar, Orissa aT»d the United Pro- 
vinces have, by their programme and sacrifice, put Bengal in the 
uhade. Bui a burn optimist as I am, I have not despaired of Bengal. 
1 cherish the hope that Bengal, by the speciality of her cijture, by 
her service and sacritice and by her endeavour for freedom will lead the 
other provinces. I can see the day wiien our Ministers, though they 
have uoTV tarnished the fair name of Bengal hy their weakness and 
incapawty, ^^ill again raise this province to the pinnacle of glory by 
their service and sacrifice. 

Maulvi Md. MOZAMMEL HUQ: (The member addressed the 
House in Bengali.) t 

Adjovmmeiit . 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 

Afte^r Adjournment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that there has been a reasonable debate 
I projmse, therefore, unless other things crop up, to bring the discus- 
sion on these amendments to a close at about 7-30 p.m. 

now call upon Maulvi Md. Mozammel Iluq to continue his epeech.* 
I may tell him that he has got only 5 minutes more. 

Maqlyi Md. Mozammel Huq continued delivering his speech in 
Bengali. 

As Maulvi Md. Mozammel Huq invitee^ the niembirs of the House 
to go outside"^ the chamber and inspect the luxurious cars owned by 
Mr. Sarat Chahdra Bose, Mr, Tulsi tfllpaillri GbSwanii other Con- 
grem members of the House he was called to order. 

. Mr. SPEAKERS Maulvi Sahib, I would request you not to br!^ 
in anything in the nature of a.^p4raolial reference. Ton are quite 
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ent^lltd to speak in general terms. I tkink in the interests of fair 
dehl^ it be carried on a proper level and that membera should 

refn^ from mentioning any individual by name. 


Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHM6|I: ]|«r^peaker, Sir, 1 thought 
that the debate this evening would take a different turn. But I . find' 
also of not participating in the debate this even lug but some r^urks 
made by my friend Mr. Abdul l>atif* Biswas make iiit^liec^MsaTy for 
me to speak. He possibly thought that as he f aught the Frc^a Party 
candidate in the last election he could insinuate against the Proja 
Party that we had compromised with the (Congress because we put in 
an amoBdinent to the effwt that the Ministers of this province shoufd 
draw a salary of Ks. lyOOGs Sir, I may tell you that tTiis atuendiuent is 
not an offspring' of overnight, (hirs is tlie programme which was 
drawn up by one of our big men — I mean the President of the Krishak 
Proja Samity-sfc-Wfio' is at present the ]*reiuier of this province. Sir^ 
he presided over the tiieeti ug wlieii we drew up this programme staling 
that the highest officer in the land would get a salary of Rs. J,00(f. 
Sir, I will not narrate the passionate appeal that Maum Fazlul Huq 
made l)cfore an audience of 10,000 men. I w’ould only narrate to you 
one statement that w’as made by our President, inuncinting the posi- 
tion of our party that it was going to follow an eronomio.prografiim^ 
and he was going to give a programme of reduction in tne Cost ftik 
only of the administration in genciiil but in eveiT department of the 
Government also. Sir, this is what he said:- — 

Ale 

“From this*day onwards liegins the grim fight between zemiuUaia> 
and capitalists, on one side, and jmjot people on the other. It is not. ^ 
at alf a civil jsrar in thelluslim ctimmunity, but it is a fight in which 
the people of Bengal are divided on a purely economic issue. ^*T1 uh 
issue must be decided first before we can take up any other matter for 
consideration. I am sure you realise this quite fully. YOu knovt^, 
mnth more than I do, the appalling misery that prevails in the villages, 
and how thousands are dying every day in rural areas in Bengal of 
actual starvation and semi-starvation. The problem of “dal” and 
jT)hat” and some kind of coarse cloath to cover our nudity, is the 
pmUem ol problems which stares us in flie face and which must W 
solved* immediatefy,^ This is fhe very problem which w'e will hi^ye to 
face as soon as we enter the new' Council. An obvious and immediate 
solution of , the* problem will l»e by effecting drastic economy in the cost 
of administration^ by reduction of taxation on the pOtfit, by repeat 
6f sneh taxation as teHs'^i^''ily. on the masses and by a thorough over- 
hauling Wiihe Bengal Tenai^. Act and other Acts in the intereft of 
the raiyata. To all these measures semindars, capitalists and ttkosi- 
holding vested interests wilj off#? strenuous opposition. It is. there* 
fere, ine^table that there w§l a divisloii ol the country into two 
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main clasttes, viz., those of the rich and influential on the one side and 
the poor and helpless on the o^ier. We represent the latter; are 
sure you also do ihe same. 

“Had there been any conceivable pioblem affect ingr Muslim interest 
only — and not the interest of the masses — we would have gladly put 
our economic programme in the Background and taken up the conamu- 
nal question first. But ftiere is no such question before us or likely 
to be before us for ionie time to come. At the same timfe, it goes with- 
out saying that if at any time we find that Muslim interests as such 
al^e threatened 

Mr. SPEAKER: May 1 intervene at this stage and say that you 
are fully entitled to read an extract from any newspaper, but*' accord- 
ing to Parliamentary convention you cannot read a very long extract. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8U0DIN AHMEDi 1 submit. Sir. thatj was oi^ly 
reading out a relevant portion from a statement that mfl#o4ed tlie ques- 
tion of our party. 

Now’, Sir, I have said — and I \\a.s telling the House at the l)eginning 
' — that the Proja Party enuu(‘iated its piogramnie purely as qn^J^b- 
iioniic issue, and the ])rogrunnne that we have enunciated and the scale 
of salaries that we liuve proposed ifi o\ii’ amendment is not a compro- 
mise with tjie Congress, as my friend Mr. Al)dul Latif Biswfts has 
said. We decided in our general meeting to that effect, and there- 
after it w^a sanctioned at a conference. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, oj(h‘r. You aic )>ei’fcclly entitled to 
enuneiate tlie principles of your party, Iml tlu‘ decision in a party 
meeting is pundy in the nature of an internal economy of the party, 
or an internal arrangement or whip of the purty^^and as such should 
iiof he referred to in the House, 

Mr, M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; I am not roferiing to any whip 
of the party but to the primi]des of the ])arty, wdiieh was to reduce 
the cost of administration of the country, so that thereby we might 
set an example to the country and so that tlie salaries of the public 
services might be i educed and even the Tndiun Civil Servants, whose 
salaries are on the reserved side of the budget and could nait therefore 
be touched, might imjwse a voluntary cut on their ^rvice, as the Indian 
Civil Servants in Madras have dbne by a self-denying ordinance. The 
Madras Civil Servants have imposed a cut on their salaries themselves, 
and therefore if we can make a beginning in. this direction and can 
show to the 'country that we are really after the upliftment of the 
masses and of the country and that we are determined to through 
our programme, we must begin from ouf own Ministers, so that others 
^Iso might follow. That is the reaaeto wl^y we decided on course 
of action. 1 will not take winch time of the House, Sir, bntT would 
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this that we should not consider this matter on a oommunal 
our Ministers there *^re not only Muslims — I am 
pidira though that the President of our party is to-day the Premier 
i>{4he GoTernment of Bengal — but there are Hindu friends also in the 
GaWet. Therefore the communal competition of the Cabinet should 
no^ itouble us at all. As I have stid dur President stated that the 
whole question is an eocnomic oiie. We know, Sir, that we are ruled 
by British Impel ialism, that the administration ^ top-heavy, and we 
also know that the cosf of administration must be reduced. The other 
day the Hon’ble the Finance Minister told us tliat money could Qpt 
be found for printary education. I know. Sir, our Premier is very 
much anxious to introduce compulsory primary education. Ife thinks 
alwut 4 day in and day out, but for want of money^he cannot intro- 
duce it. I say, Sir, if we make a beginning here, and if we reduce the 
cost of administration in other departments of life, for instance, in. 
sa^aTies and other things, the Finance jtfinistcr can give our Cliief 
Minister aiiy^wiin~--wh ether it is 1 crore and Titl lakhs (u* 2 crores and 
50 lakhs — in one night, if only he take up the pen and put down The 
figure. J understand that the steel-frame administration which is 
still continuing here, it is very difficult to cut down its expenditure 
ai the very beginning. But, Sir, a beginning must be made, and we 
want to make a i»egiuning with our Ministers’ salaries. Therefore, my 
friends on the left are having a fiing at the (>>ngre88 and think that 
this amendment for tiU. 500 which has been bimight forward Hias no 
meaning, and jMissibly it was intended as a joke. But whatfver it is. 
Sir, T am not going to <li‘«'uss that ; nor am I going to vote for tliat 
amendment. I am going to vote for the amendment which we have 
tabled. I mav* here read <me very small extract from a statement of 
Mahatma Gandhi, who ^ a non-Muslim but has reminded us of the 
Muslims’ outlook oi^Bfe. 

Mr^S]FEAK€RS After raising the communal issue so far, don’t 
you think you had better avoid it. 

Mft M. 8HAM$UDDIN AHMED: He has discussed this question not 

from a political standpoint hut from the economic jwiint. 

. * 

(As Mr. Ahmed was addressing hi.s remarks to the Muslim nieml)er8 
of th® Houte, Mr. Speaker intervened.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please address dlle Chair and not the Muslim 
members. 

Mr. M. SHAMSI/DBIN AHMED: 1 was addressing 'the House 
through jSMi, ^ 

I may ^perhaps read that ^tiact now. It runs: “Lest Congress- 
nfen sho^ think that they have a monopoly of simplicity and that 
they errei^ in 1920 ingoing away with tnnisen and chairs, let eoe cite 
10 ‘ ' 
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BxumplBB of Abu B&kr Aud Ojubt, Bsida find BnsbuA ajto proliis- 
tone names. I may not use these names as examples. Histoiy; tells 
us of Pratap and Shivaji living in the utmost siniplicity, but opinion 
may be divided as to what they did wlien they had power! There is 
no division of opinion about the Prophet Abu Bakr and Omar. They 
had the riches of the world at their feet. It would be difficult to find 
a historical parallel to match their rigorous life.^’ Everybody knows, 
readers of History^ know that Islamic culture has added many things 
to the civiliaation of the world. Omar when he received deputations 
l|T>m the Homan Emperors — when the Ambassador came — he was tak- 
ing shelter in a garden — he was sleeping in a garden I mean. The 
Ambassador inquired where the Khalifa was 

Khan Sahib aiaulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: That is not a 
fact, Sir. He was not sleeping at the time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If this is not a fact, it may Ik* contradicted by 
another member in his speech. You need not interrupt. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I believe, Sir, there were no dak 
^bungalows then, but I repeat that he was sleeping in a palm garden. 
Then the Ambassador was astonished and amazed when he found him 
in tattered robes and taking shelter under a tree. That astonished 
the Ambassador of the Eastern Roman Empire — he was so much asto- 
nished that the Kigali fa of Islam should be such a simple person. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: On a point of 
order, Sir. Is Mr. Ahmed entitled to preach religion here when he 
does not know the Hadis? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. AVliether the speaker knows Uadis 
or not is outside the purview of this House, but I think, Mr. Ahmed 
is perfectly right when he appeals to certain Muslim members on (‘er- 
tain principles just as many other members have discussed it on the 
ground of Muslim principles. I w'ish however that discussion either 
of Hindxi principles or Muslim principles should l>e avoided as much 
as possible. I have allowed it so far, but would appeal to members 
to see that in future the debate does not turn on Hindu and Muham- 
madan principles, or religious or oommunBl principles. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Whether I know Hadis or not, 
Sir, when mv friend has some leisure if he would, come to me I can 
teach him. , ^ 

I was just referring about Omar. I will ,now, bSsfore I sit down, 
tell the House through you that Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas must stand 
absolutely — what shall I sayP — enlightened — that he should not have 
used the expressions that, he has used against one of the greatest parties 
,in this province. We are proud that we have got the President of our 
party appointed as the Promier of this provino^. 
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Before I^sit down, I make an appeal to this House that it may not 
vote* for the Congress amendment. I also am not going to vote for 
the Congress amendment for Rs, 500. I woulJ appeal to you in all 
senoUsnesk that this is the beginning of the redeeming of the pledges 
that you have given to the electorate. (Cries of “No, no*^ from the 
Muhaiqmadan benches.) Do not say “No, no”, whether you belong 
to the Muslim League or to the Coalition Group. I have got the 
League’s programme with me. Their policy is also to reduce the cost 
of administration. So, it is no use saying ‘‘No, no”. 

Now, Sir, before I sit down, I hope 

(At this stage the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) 

(The Hon 'hie the Finance Minister rose to reply to the debate.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: I hope Mr. Sarker you will please try to finish 
your reply within 5 minutes, if possible, because all the amendments 
will have to be put to the vote, and it will take quite a long time to do 
so. And I do not think the House would like to wait more than 8 p.m* 
this night. 


Mr. APTAB ALI: May I rise to submit one point, SirP 
(There were cries of “No, no. Let the Finance Minister speak’\) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. The member has a right to make 
any representation, and there should not be any objection to that from 
the House. 


Mr. AFTAB ALI: My submission is that this is a very important 
issue, and I would appeal to you, Sir, to allow at least a Labour member 
to give his views. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am perfectly in the bands of this House. But 
as far as I have been able to judge the temper of the House, both of the 
right and of the left — of course, I have not been able to consult the 
front— J find that they would not like to sit beyond 8 p.m. to-night. 
(Dr. Nalinakshta* S.^NYAL : We are prepared to sit up later.) And in 
view of that I an| afraid*]L have to bring the debate to a close well 
within that time. I fell that almost all the issues havp been fully 
debated. I should have been very glad if it were possible for me to 
have the opinions of all the sections of this House, but constituted ae 
the House* is — with so many groups and groups within groups — that it 
is* very difficult for me to glVe such an opportunity in one debate unlasl 
it is a matter which eSeentially affects any'^special interests. 
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Th§ Hofi’bta Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I do not say that 

the motion moved by the Congress party for the reduction of the salary 
of the Ministers is inspired by any but the purest of motives. I also 
do not say that the rate of salary proposed by the Fraja Party has 
anything but the purest of motives behind it, but as you know it is not 
possible for everyone of us to follow the Congress ideals at all times. 
The Congress resolution about all offices under the Crown carrying a 
salary of not more than Rs. 600 per month was passed long ago. Even 
in institutions which are managed by the Congress this resolution 
could not be given effect to. (A voice: Because congressmen like you 
were there.) I say because of my failings it was not my good fortune 
to act up to the Congress ideals. Dr. Sanyal interrupts me when it 
suits him but I want him to put his hand on his breast and say whether 
everyone of his group has followed the Congress mandate in every 
matter. The Congress stands for the ideal of ascetic simplicity and I 
ask my friends how many of the members are inspired by the ideals of 
that simplicity. I would request Dr. Sanyal not to force me to say 
unpleasant things. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Why notP You are at perfect 
liberty to follow our lead. 


The Hon’bU Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: There was a time 
when Dr. Sanyal was used to following mine. 

When I say I have not been able to follow the lead of the Congress 
in every matter I say it seriously and sincerely and many of the members 
of this House know that it is very difficult to follow all the mandates of 
the Congress. 

My friend Mr. San tosh Kumar Basu said that in the Corporation the 
Congress members tried to reduce the salary of the officers but for 
reactionary forces they could not do it. It is true that there were 
reactionary forces. I also was in the Congress group at that time and 
I ask Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu if we ever tried to reduce the salary 
of the Chief Executive Officer to Rs. 500. I may tell the House that 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu was the Chairman of the Retrenchment 
Committee and 1 was a member of that committee : has he or any other 
member ever put any resolution before the Retrenchment Committee 
that the ^ef Executive Officer’s salary or fdr the miatter of that the 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer’s should be reduced to Rs. 500 P I 
must say that we were not at that time inspired by the ideal of Congress 
economy. I can say from personal experience that neither Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu nor I nor anybody else was inspired by that ideal at that 
time. 
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Dr. NA|,INAK8HA SANYALt But there hss been a change since 
then. 


TlHrH6fi*ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I know that there 
has been a change. So many years after the passing of the Karachi 
resolution' the Congress says that we must adopt the salary of Rs. 500. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: We have now got the 

opportunity. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I adniiC But even 
with that opportunity they have to devise some allowances. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA BANYAL. Small allowances. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Tes, small 
allowance.^, not K.s. 50(» but less than Rs. TitlO and that s^ws that they 
realise under the present condition it is not possible to |pduce the 
salan of Ministers to Ks. 500. In spite of their strict code of simplicity 
a niot(»r cur is a necessity. (A voice: Are ^ou prepared to accept 
that amount?) It is not possible to adhere to simplicity in this 
complex organisation of our society. Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu said 
that in the Corporal ion they bad tried to initiate lower salary at the 
time when our revered friend Mr. Subash Bose was made Executive 
Officer. I should say that for that eventuality I do not think we can 
take any credit. Mr. Subash Chandra Bose enunciated the policy of 
the Corporation and he himself viduntarily accepted a lower salary. 

A voice: Do you not know that Mr. Subash (Chandra Bose 
accepted a salary of Rs. 1,500 when the Chief Executive Officer’s salary 
was fixed at Rs. 8,000? 


Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may I enquire if you 
will allow this sort of running comments when the Hon’ble the Finanoo 
Minister is speaking? 

Mr. BREAKER: I personally would not like any running comments 
but if\he speaker would yield to those running comments I cannot help 
it. 

(Mr, Santosl Kumar Basu rose to speak when there were cries qf 
order, order from the treasury benches.) 

• 

Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: I am making a statement to the 
Speaker and you all cry “order, order,” you creat a disorder. When 
tbe Hon’ble tibie Finafoe ]i|i&ister in bis re|fiy goes on putting questiona 
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to a previoHfl gpeaker who i» not in a position to reply, ^ what is his 
remedy P 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is Tery difficult to say. If the member thinks 
a personal explanation is necessary, I think, under the rule he is fully 
entitled to give it. That is all }|f;«can do: he cannot go further. 

The Hon'blo Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: We lesser mortals 
cannot agree to the reduction of our salary. The salary of the previous 
incumbents of our office was Rs. 5,333 and we have made a suggestion 
for Rs. 2,500. But it is entirely in the hands of this House to say 
whether it will give us Rs. 500 or Rs. 5,000. As I have said we have 
not been able tojie inspired by the Congress ideal of simplicity. We 
have given an estimate of the salary which we ought to get and it is 
entirely in the hands of the members of this House to vote Rs. 2,500 or 
the Congress ideal of Rs. 500. For that no quarrel is necessary. 

My friend Mr. Shamsuddiu Ahmed brought in ancient history and 
appealed us to follow the simple life of Ram and Sri Krishna. When 
w^ go back to the simplicity of pre-historic days we shall welcome it 
but till then you cannot ask the Ministers to take a small salary. In 
a society where a lawyer can earn Rs. 15,000, where a doctor can 
earn Rs. 5,000, where a businessman can earn Rs. 8,000 and nhere a 
Professor of a college can earn Rs. 1,500 a month and where the 
Secretaries to Government can earn Rs. 2,750 a month I do not think 
Rs, 2,500 a month for the Ministers will be an anomaly. 

The main ground for the reduction of salary is the a^)palling misery 
of the masses. It is urged that when the people of this country have 
such a standard of living, in the interest of these people the 
Ministers should accept an absurdly low salary. I admit and ft is true 
that the condition of the masses in appalling. It is also true that there 
is maladjustment of income between the masses and the classes and I 
am one of those who believe that this maladjustment must be put an end 
to and the gap between classes and masses should be narrowed down. 
But 1 do not admit that the Ministers should adopt a lower standard of 
living. In that view of the case we have indicated that we are entitled 
to Rs. 2,500. In a society where money has not yet become valueless 
and where to maintain one’s dignity some sort of wealth is necessary 
I do not think that the Ministers in the present condition of things can 
have a comfortable living with dignity with anything less than 
Rs. 2,500. 

My friend Mr. Narendra Chandra Chakrabarti gave us the example 
of Madras. (A voice: He is Narendra Narayan Chakrabarti and not 
Narendra Chandra Ohakrajmrti.) Really that example m a very good 
axample but may I ask my friend from Pabna*cw7n«Bogra whether the 
Congress leaders in this previnoe have been inspired by the ideala of 
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Mr« Bajago]}alachariarP It is no use uttering revered names if we 
are iiiiable to act up to their example. As 1 said we are but ordinary 
human beings and according to our standard we appeal to this House 
to decide bur salary. We are prepared to and must accept whatever 
the Assembly may vote. In this matter the Assembly is the final 
deciding authority. 

Some of my friends opposite said that in my speech I had said that 
we were popular Ministers and they took exception to that. I did not 
use that word “popular’* in the sense in which my friends use it. If I 
said popular I said it because we are backed by the majority and in all 
democratic countries those who have the majority in the legislature 
are called popular. If I have made an incorrect statement my friends 
will kindly forgive me. 

My friend from Pabna-rw//#-Bogra said that 

I quote as much as I can remember. We have not come here 
to exploit or to gain anything financially. We have vome here to 
serve the country in a spirit of service as we understand it. (Question.) 
Yes, you may question but I say charity must begin at home. 
Let all of my friends opposite he inspired by the ideals of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and then deride us for accepting 
this salary. 

The disparity between the incomes of the classes and the masses 
cannot be done away with by reducing the salary of Government 
servants alone. Government service covers a very small field in this 
wide area. If men in other professions, and the businessmen are not 
inspired by that ideal it is impossible to narrow' the gap between the 
classes and the masses. Tlieii ray friend Mr. Shanisuddin said that w'e 
do not w'ant to cut the administrative expenses. Sir, as I said in my 
budget speech we have not been able to do anything in that mutter 
because there w^.s not sufficient time at our disposal. Mr. Shamsuddin 
has also attacked our ('hief Minister and said that he has broken his 
pledge. Mr. Shamsuddin .said that the Ministers’ salary should be 
Rs. 1,000 per month. 

SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I did not say that. 

The Hon’bii Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Mr. Shamsuddin 
Bays that he did*not sav it, but we have all heard him. He referred 
to a speech the Hon’ble Chief Minister is stated to have^delivered at 
Dacca suggesting a maximum salary of Rs. 1,000 for Ministers. 1 do 
not know what he actually said. But I shay only give here a history 
of the subsequent events. The Hon ’hie Mr. Faxlul Huq’s Ministry ii 
a Coalition Ministry rfhd so far as I know ihe coalition was first made 
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at the instance of the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin. A pro^mme was 
settled known as the coalition programme between the League farty 
and the Proja Party and the rate of salary of Ministers was kept out of 
that programme, and so far as I know Mr. Shamsuddin was rf signatory 
to that programme which was afterwards confirmed by the Proja Party. 
This should suffice. I do not #ant to waste the time of this^House. 
I have ma<^ my submissions and we are entirely dependent on the 
verdict of this Assembly. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: On a point of information, Sir. 
"Would the Hon’ble Finance Minister make his position clear about the 
house allowance and the motor car allowance? All the time he has 
been talking about Rs. 2,500 and we shall understand better if he 
makes his position clear. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER; I am making my 
submission with regard to clause (2). This question will arise when 
clause (»1) comes. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir. the Ilon’hle Finance Minister 
in the cxiurse of his speech addressed a (juestion to a member of my 
party. May I on hehall of tlie party reply to that (piestion? The 
question put by the Hon’hle Finance Minister to a member of the 
(^ingress Party was this: Will the ('ongress Party show the way in 
this matter? I make this statement with the full sense of respon- 
sibility. If b)-night non-( Vingress Hindus and non-Congress Muham- 
madans join the (Vmgress Party and put the ( <)ngress Ibnty in absolute 
majority, the Congress Party will accept a salary of Hs.joOO per month. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SALKER; 1 never <^id that. 
He has not pioperly understood my question. 

The Ho^fble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want to make a state- 
ment. If ray friend Mr. Bose 

A metnber freni^Oppoeitioii Bench: What is this going on? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If as a result of that statement which affects the 
office acceptance, the Chief Minister wants to make a statenent I 
cannot rule him out. 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir,. 1 am not going to make 
a speech, H my friend Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose can convince the non- 
Congress Hindus and non-Congress of this House that it is in 

the interests of Islam apd of the country to join hands with the 
pongress and if he can induce them to come over to the Congress I 
will accept a salary of Rs. 100 per month. 
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Ilrt SPEAKER: Order, order. I will now put all the amendments 
befOQp the ^ouse. The House will remember that the following 
amendments were moved: — 

No. 5*by Mr. Md. Abul Fail: 

No. 7 by Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee: 

No. 9 by Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar: 

No. 10 by Mr. P. Banerjee: 

No. by Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee: 

No. 14 by Maulvi Rajibuddin Tarafdar: and 

No. 16 by Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee. 

I think it woult^ be convenient for the House if I*group these into 
three different groups as follows : — 

Nos. 7, 12 and 16 stand together. They have been moved by 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee and the effect of all these three is to 
give a salary of Rs. 560 to each Minister. 8o that being one common 
issue I may put Nos. 7, 12 and 16 together on the issue of Rs. 500 
vote. 

No. 5 redure.s the sidary to Rs. 1,000 for all which has been moved 
by Mr. Abul Fazl. Tluit I will pLice next. 

Mr. llajibuddin Tarafdar has moved Nos. 9 and 14. They stand 
together. His profKisal tuntamounts to giving the Fhief Minister 
Rs. 2,500 and other Ministers Rs. 2,000. 

So the effect of the tir^T gixuip will be that all Ministers will gel 
Rs. 500: the effect of the .second group will be that all Ministers will 
get Rs. 1,000: the effect of the third group will be that the ('hief 
Minister will get Rs. 2,5t)o and the other Ministers R.s. 2,000. I give 
this expliination with a view to make the position clear. 

The question before the Ifouse is amendments Nos. 12 and 16. 
Before I call ihe division I would like to warn the HousI once more, 
and in doing so I do it in a very submissive spirit of appeal as your 
spokesman, that you will kindly see that till you go out of the House 
you will try, except the Whips and the important leaders, to keep to 
your seats and I hope I will not .see any repetition of the instances of 
dragging of members. I hope you will kindly remember that there is 
one appeal more and that is that the spirit of silence in a deliberative^ 
body may be kept as much as possible and my friends will kindly 
remember thaf^f evervTxxly speaks the sum total of their voice will 
drown everything else sn the House. 

The following motions were then put and a division taken with the 
following res^t: — * 

, • # 

Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee to move that sub-dause (a) of 

dause 2 lA omitted. 
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Mr. Pramatlia Nath Bauer jee to moTe that in snb-cl^use (6) of 
clause 2, in line 1, the word ‘‘other** be omitted. 

Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee to move that in clause 2 (b), in 
lines 1 and 2, the words “two thousand** be omitted. 


AYES. 


iiMrlMb Mr. e. 

SsMTjM. Mr. Pranatka Nath. 
Saaarlaa, Mr. Mhaaih. 

•aaarll, Mr. latya Prlfa. 

•aaaarjM, Mr. Maaaraajaa. 

•ata, Mr. iaatath Kaaiar. 

•bawMlk. Or. Nahlatfa Ohaaira. 
■Iiwai, Mr. Raifk Lai. 

•Itwai, Mr. taraatfra Natl^ 
iaaa, Mr. larat Ohaatfra. 

Ohakrabarty, Naba NaraaSra Narayaa. 
Obakrabarty, Mr. JaNabra Nath. 
Ohallapaihyay, Naba Narlpaia. 
ehaatfbarl, Nal Haraabra Nath. 

Oaa, Naba Mahlm Ohaaira. 

Oaa, Naba Raibaaath. 

Dai Oapta. Naba Kbagaaira Natb. 
Dai Dapta. Or. 4. M. 

Dai Napla, Mr. Naraaira Natb. 

Datta, Mr. Obiraaira Natb. 

Dalai. Mr. Naraaira. 

Datta, Mr. takaaiar. 

Datta Oapta, Min Mira. 

Datta Maiaaiiar, Mr. Nibaraaia. 
•baaa, Mr. Atal Krlibaa. 

•aiwaaii, Mr. Talil Obaaira. 

•apta. Mr. iagnb Ohaaira. 

• 


Dapta. Mr. 4. N. 

Hiaialslagfca, Mr. PrabhaiayaL 
Kbaa. Mr. Dibaaira LaM. 

Kanar. Mr. Atal Ohaaira. 

Kaaia, Mr. Ntobitha Nath. 

Mam, Mr. NIkaaJa iaharl. 

MaNra. Mr. Oaraaira Mabaa. 

Mali, AiwaHa Raaiar. 

Majaniar, Mn. HaMppraaa. 
Maiaaiiar. Mr. Dlraaira Nath. 
Mai, Mr. iiwar Ohaaira. 

Makbarli. Mr. Dhlraaira Narayaa. 
Makharjaa, Mr. R. 

Makbarli, Dr. H. 0. 

MaHIck. Ortjat Aibataih. 

Paia, Mr. Daraia Praiaaaa. 

Nay, Mr. Kamalkrlihaa. 

Ray, Mr. Klran iaakar. 

Ray, Mr. Kiihari PaN. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatha Natb. 

Oaayai, Dr. Nallaakiha. 

•layal, Mr. laiaaka Oakbar. 

•aa. Raba Nagiaira Nath. 

Maba, Orljat Maaiaira Rhataa. 
Oar, Mr. Naraaira Kaaiar. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES. 


Abial Alii, Maalaaa Mi. 

AMal Rari. Maalvl. 

ANal Nataai, Kbaa Rabaiar lyai. 
Abial Nafli, Mr. Miria. 

Abial Nail Mia, M|^, 

Abial Nakaaai, Mr. 

ANal Nakiai, Maalvl. 

Abial Naklai Yfkraaiparl, Mr. Mi. 

ANal NaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

ANal NaaiM Ibah, Maalvl. 

ANal iabbar, Maalvl. 

ANal KaNr, Mr. 

ANal Kariai, Mr. 

ANal UtH RNwat, Maalvl. 

Mai Malli. Maalvl. 

Abial Majti, Mr. lyai. 

Abial Wabab Kbaa, Mr. 

Abial Wabai. Maalvl. 

ANaNa-al Mahanp^ Mr. 

Abiar Rabaiaa, NMmi RabNar A. P. M. 
ANar Raitbli MahiaapiA ^r. 

Abiar Raabaai, MaaM Mi. 

Abiar Raaf. Kbaa Oablb iaaM t. 
Abiar Raal. Mr. tbab. 

Abiar Ramk. Maalvt 
Abiaa O bab aa O . Maatvt ml 


AMiar Rtia Obawibary, Kbaa Rabaiar. 

Aba Nanaia larkar, Maalvl. 

Abal Paul. Mr. Mi. 

Abal Naabim, Maalvl. 

Abal Navaln, Mr. AbaiN. 

Abal Qaauai, Maalvl. 

Acbaryya Obaaibary, Mabarala lathi Kaata at 
Maktafacba, Myanatlagh. 

Attab NatalB iaariar, MaalvL 

AhaiH All, Kbaa laMb Maalaaa Raayatparl. 

Ahaiti All MrMba, Maalvl. 

Abaiai Naaala, Mr. 

Altavaiita AhaiN, Kbaa Rabaiar. 

Aatlaallab, Maalvl. 

Aailr AN, Mi. Mia. 

Araivtraai, Mr. W. L 
AabrataN, Mr. M. 

Aalaiaiila Ahani, Mr. 

Aatai N a na i a kbaa. Maalvl. 

Aabar AN, Maalvl. 

RaaaaraMa. Mr. N. 0. 

Raral AN. Mr. Mi. 

Darna, Raba Praarinrl. 

Raraia. Mr. Paipa|M» 

Raraua, Raba I b ytiaa Praaai. 

•arnaa, Raba Dpaaira Hath. 
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ulfeal 


Mr tMffti Kt. 
■r.4. W. 


Htar, llr.t. 

Mr. 1. 1. 1 
«WiM, Mr. MX 


•Mptr, Mr. a. 

Hr. L. M. 


Alai. Rim um HmIM tfM. 


litar. Hr. UpMinuMth. 
laMM NtH«» Ru** 
rarlMi Rua €la«4iittnr, Hr. H. 
rarfeat Btm Rluuian, Rtfs*. 
rulM Nh. tiM Haa’Ma Hr. A. R. 
raHal QaaHr, Rkaa Riliaar HaaNI. 
fudw Rahaua Haktoa, Mr. 
r agaa n. Hr. R. N. 

OanaMltr, Hr. E. 0. 

MaaMia AhaiaE. Mr. 

RtataMla AhaMi OhaaEkary, Mr. 

Salaai tarwar Haalal. Mr. tkak lyaE. 

RaaMt, Hr. t. A. 

RrilHtlM. Mr. C. 

•araaf. Mr. Raaiter liaik. 

HaMkaltak. IIm Maa'M* Ra«a Rakaiar R., af 
Dacca. 

NatcaMia OkawEkary. Maatvt. 

Haaiiakiia Akaiai, Kkaa Sakik. 

MaaiUtaa, Hr. K. A. 

Maua AN RkavNkary. Hr. SyaN. 

Mataaanaaiaa, MaaHrl Mi. 

NaNai AN Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar. 

Naiiaa HarckaN, Mrc. 

NaliMally Jaaiaiar, Kkaa lakik. 

Haywaai, Mr. Ragart. 

Htairi, Mr. DavM. 

NirtMl, Mr. M. A. f. 
lirh Akam Mia. Mr. . 

ISRakaai, Mr. H. A. N. 

JaialaMa Akaiak, Kkaa RakaNar. 

^alalaCila HHkcaiy. Mr. tfcN. 

Auiaiaaaia AkaMi, Mr. 

Maak AN Majaaiaar. HaahH. 

KaMraMla Kkaa, Kkaa lakik. 

Kaaiai AN Mirca, takikcala Kawaa lak lyal. 
Kkaltaa. Mr. DcM PracaN. 

HMLaacklaa, Mr. 0. I. 

HatmaMa AkaMi, Dr. 

Ma itaH la Okaaikary, Maalvl. 

Magairc. Mr. L. T. 

Maktak, Hakarajkaaiar IMay Okaal. 

HaMakaNMa AkaMl, Kkaa Rakaiar. 

Maalal, Mr. AtarHa Ul. 

Ha a M N. ||r. Raafca Rakart. 

Haaial. Mr. Rlnrt Okaalra. 

Haagal, Hr. gagal Rkaaira.* 

Maaial, Mr. lagaaara Natfc. 

Haai a l . Mr. Rrlikaa hrdlai. 

Haalraiila AkkaaN, Maafat • 
Maatraaaaiaa IMaaMkaH. Haalaaa MR. 

Hagkal Maaaia. Hr. 

HaaaR AN Kkaa faall. Maataf. 


HakaaiaMR MRMgaa, Dr. RyaR. 

MafcaaiaiaR talalaiaa. Hr. 

Matiiak. fka Naa'Ma Hr. HakaaRa Rakary. 

Maltkk, Mr. PaNB Rakary. 

Hackarrat Maccaia, Ika Naa^kla Raarak, Kkaa 
Rakaiar. 

MacDigatwai Nagaa, Mr. lyal. 

Madafa AN Dtwaa lakik. Mr. 

NaHy, tka Naa*Mc Maiwrala trie OkaaRrii at 
Kadaikaiar. 

Nacaraliak, Nawakaala K. 

Naatkar AH, tka NaCkla Maald lyN. 

Naaiaiallia, Ika Haa'kia Kkaraja Mr. 

Maiaia, Mr. T. R. 

Naardlla, Mr. K. 

Fattaa, Mr. W. «. 

Paal, Hr Narl laakar. 

PraMaalk, Mr. Tarlalakaraa. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa Rakaiar A. M. L. 

Ratkal. tka Haa’kia Mr Praaaaaa Dak. 

RajlkalHa Taratlar. Mlalvl. 

RaailaalRIa AkaMi, Mr. 

Ray Rkaalkary, Mr. Rlraaira Klckara. 

Raiaar Rakaiaa Kkaa. Hr. 

Ray, Raka Patiraai. 

Ray. tka Naa'klc Hr Rl|ay Rraaal Magk. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

Ray, Ral Rakaiar Ktkiral Rkaalra. 

laHrama Akanl. Hr. 

latralMa Akaid, NaJI. 

laHa^ Mr. I. A. 

larkar, Raka MaRkaaalaa. 

larfcar, tka MaaHc Mr. RaNal Raalaa. 

laMaaa, Mr. R. M. 

lea. Ral Rakaiar Ragtek Okaalra. 

laralal IHaia, Mr. 

IkakakaMla, Hr. Kk«a|a. O.R^. 

Ikakdall, Hr. 

Ikaaitallla AkaMl. Mr. M. 

Ikancama Akiaal Kkaalkar, Mr. 

Ikaaical Nala. Haalaaa. 

Magka, Raka Kakatra Ratk. 

•tcfca. Hr. I. W. R. 
lakravarly, tka Naa'Ma Mr. H. I. 

Taiaiaallla Kkaa, Maalai. 

Tapariak. Ral Rakaiar Haaagta UN. 

Tkakar, IN. PraaiatlHi Raajaa. 

Tefal AkiMl Rkaalkary. HaaM Naji. 

WaNar RakiMa, HaaM. 

Waal. Hra. KNaa. 

Warlaaartk, Mr. W. R. 

YaaaalMIraa. 

Vasal AN RN a l fc a ry. Hr. 
lakar AkMaHkaaRkary. Hr. 
a 


# 


The Ayes being 50 and Koei being 17Z the motioni were loit. 
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Amendment No. 5 moved by Mr. Md. Abnl Earl was t}ten pat, and 
a division taken with the following result : — ^ . 


Mr, Md. Abul Fael to move that for sub-clauses (a) %nd (b) of 
clause 2 the following be substituted, namely: — 

“to each of the Ministers at the rate of one thousand j*upees per 
mensem.^* 


AYES. 


AMsI MalMi, Kliaii Sakatfar iy§g. 
AMal HaUai, MaalvL 
Aktfal MaJM, MaalH. 

Aktfal WaM, MaalvL < 

Aka Naviala tarkar, MaalvL 
Akal PaM. Mr. Mi. 

Aflak AH, Mr. 

AalaiaMla Akaiai. Mr. 

•aaarjaa, Mr. p. 

■aaarjM, Mr. Praaiatka Natk. 
■aaarlaa. Mr. Ilkaalk. 

•aaarJL Mr. lalya Priya. 

•aaaar)aa, Mr. Maaoranjaa. 

■aaa, Mr. lantaak Kaaiar. 

■kavrailk. Dr. tvMaia Okaaira. 
•lavraa, Mr. Railk Lai. 

■Ivwas, Mr. tarvaira Natk. 

•til, Mr. larat Okaaira. 

•kakrakarty, taka Nartaira Narayaa. 
Okakrakarty, Mr. iatlaira Natk. 
•kattt|Miliyay, Saka Narlpaia. 
Okaaikari, Nal Harvaira Natk. 
OklppaaiaH, Mr. i. W. 

Oai, •aka Maklai Okaaira. 

Oaa, Oaka Naikaaatk. 

Daa Napla, Oaka Kkagaaira Natk. 

Daa Hapta, Or. i. M. 

Daa Dapta, Mr. Naraaira Natk. 

Datia, Mr. DMraaira Natk. 

DalaL Mr. Haraaira. 

Datia, Mr. lakaaiar. 

Datia Maaaaiiar. Mr. Mkartaia. 
laiiaial Napaa, KaM. 

PaMar Rakaiaa Maktaar, Mr. 
n$9K Mr. Atal Krtakaa. 

•laaaiila AkaMi, Mr. 4 
•aaaraail, Mr. TaM Okaaira. 

•apta, Mr. it|vak Okaaira. 


Dapta, Mr. i. N. 

Naaaa All Oktaikary, Mr. tyti. 
NIaiatalafka, Mr. PrakkaiayaL 
iaialaiila Naikaaiy, Mr. Syai. 
itaak All Majaiaiar, MaalvL 
Kkaa, Mr. DafctHra LaU. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

Kaaia, Mr. Niakltka Natk. 

MaHi, Mr. Nikaaja Oakari. 

Maltra, Mr. karaaira Makaa. 

MajI, AiwaHa Kaaiar. 

Majaaiiar, Mra. Naaiaprova. 

Mataaiiar, Mr. BIrvaira Natk. 

Mai, Mr. lawar Okaaira. 

Maalrauaaiaa lalaaiakail, Maalaaa Mi. 
Mapkal Haula, Mr. 

Mtokarjaa, Mr. tyaaiapraui. 
Makaanaai larall, MaalvL 
MakarJL Mr. Dkiraaira Narayaa. 
Mukkarjav, Mr. B. 

MvkktrJI, Dr. H. fL 
MvkkarJI, Dr. Skarat Okaaira. 

Mallick, irijut Atbutaih. 

Pala, Mr. Baraia Prttaaaa. 

Raailiaiiln Akaiai, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Kaaialkriafcna. 

Ray, Mr. BVan laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Klakari Patl. 

Ray, Mr. Maaiaatka Natk. 

•aayaL Dr. NaHaakika. 

•aayal, Mr. laaaaka lakkar. 

•aa, Baka Napaira Natk. 

•kaauaiiia Akaiai, Mr. M. 

•laka, Orljat Maalaira Bkaaaa. 

•ar, Mr. Haraaira Kaaiar. 

Yaaaf AH Okaaikary, Mr. 

Xaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 



Akial Mata Mr. Mirtt. 

AMal NaBi, ma,lk. 

AMal Makaaa^ Mr. 

Akial Maklai VNtraaipMfl, Hr. Hi. 
Akial Naaii. Mr. A. MT 
AMM NaaMi OBak, Haaivi 



NOES. 

Akial Kwlai, Hr. 

Akial Law Blawaa. MaaAl. 

Akial HiBi, Mr. iyai. 

Akial Wakak Kkaa* Mr. 

A k i a Ba al MMaiaai, Mr. 

Akiar RakaMA, Kkaa Bakaiw A. P. M. 
Akiar RaakU Makawai, Mr. 

Akiar RaaT I. 

Akiar RaaA Mr. Maak. 
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Aiiiw«in«lw«<*«vy< 

am Mtai. «MNi. 

am MMIK 

MiUSITcIro^^ MaMAla tasM Kaata. al 
■•ktafacha, ()iyaMBtlagft. 

AIM llaaM'MNar. MaW. 

AMai AM. Ktaa taM Haalaaa laafalpari* 
AUM an HrMha, Maatvf. 

AhaM Naaaia, Mr. 

ANaiaMta AhMttf, Khaa NalMar. 

Aaiiaaltali, HMfl. 

Aailr AN, M. Mia. 

AnaMraac. Mr. W. L. 

AMalali, Mr. M. 

AaM NaMaia Kkaa, Maalvl. 

Aikar AH. Maalvl. 

■aaaaraiaa, Mr. H. 0. 

•arat AH. Mr. M4. 

•araia, Aaba Praathari.. 

■araia, Mr. Palpal^- 
Naraiaa. Nala Ikyaaia Prttal. 

•araiaa, Naka Uptaira Natli. 

•tiwai, Naka Lakikaii Narayaa. 

■nafcar, Mr. P. 8. 

OaaipkaH. Mr ttaarga, Kt 
Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Oaa p t r , Mr. C. N. 

ManAaM. Mr. L. M. 

Oaa, Mr. Aaakal Okaaira. 

Pat. Mr. KIrH Nkaaaa. 

Paa, Mr. Maaaiakaa. 

Paaa, taka Pakaaira Natk. 
f Mar. Mr. Upaalraaatk. 

Parkal Rata ekaaMary. Mr. M. 

Parkat Paaa Pkaaaai. tagaai. 

Papal Naa. tka Naa'Ma Mr. A. K. 

PaPaf Qaailr, Kkaa A^kalar Maalvl. 

PargaMa. Mr. R. N. 

PaaiaMtar, Mr. I. 0. 

MaaaMa AkaaM Okaalkary, Mr. <P 
•alaai larvar Naaaiai, Mr. Ikak lyal. 

•aaMt, Mr. 8. A. 

PriffHiM, Mr. 0. 
taraag, Mr. Paaikar Magk. 

NaMkaNak. tka Naa’Ma Naarak Pakaiar K.. at 
P a aaa. 

MataaN NI a OkawNkary, Maalvl. 

NaaNaNMa Akaiatf, Kkaa taMk. 

NaadMaa, m, K. A. 

Naaaaaaaaaiaa, Maalvl MR. 

Naakaai AN Kkaa, Kkaa PakaNar. 

Naaiaa MarakaN, Mra. 

NMiaulM laaaiar, Kkaa lakik. 

NayaraaC Mr. Ragart. 

NaaNry. Mr. PavM. 

NMaM. Mr. M. A. P. 

I*1i AkaaN Hla, Mr. *# 

ItpakaaL Hr. M. A. H. 


MataiNMA NAaaNiHtfft MmM. 

Maiairt, Mr. i. T. 

MalNal, HaAanMkaaMr IM«r MM* 
Mak t akaN M a AkaMN. Kkaa Pakaiar. 

M aaiai, Hr. Aavlta Lai. 

HaaiaL Mr. Paaka Pakari. 

MaaiaL Mr. Plral Okaaira. 

HaaiaL Mr. iagat OkaaMa. 

Maaiai Hr. Jagaaira Natk. 

Haaiai Mr. Kriakaa Pratai. 

Haalraila Akkaai, Maalvl. 

Hatai All Kkaa Paaal, Maalvl. 

MHat. Mr. 0. W. 

MWar, Mr. 0. 

HHav-Rakartiaa. Mr. 0. E. L 
Margaa. Mr. P., 0.1.1. 

HaaMai All Mallak. Maalvl. 

Mataaitf Nag. Maalvl Mi. 

Makaaiaiai Alial, Kkaa gaklk Maalvl lyti. 
Hakaaiaiai All, Kkaa Pikaiar. 

Makaaiaiai Ikrakiai, Maalvl. 

Hakaaiaiai likagav, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiai IlMlgav, Or. lyai. 

Makaaiaiai lalaiaiaa, Mr. 

HaMek tka Naa’M# Mr. MakaNa Pakary. 
Hattick, Mr. Palla Pakary. 

Maakarraff Naatala, tka Hea’Ma Naarak, Kkaa 
Pakaiar. 

Maitagatval Nagaa, Mr. lyai. 

Maatafa All Paaraa gaklk, Mr. 

Naaiy. tka Naa’Ma Makaraja Irla Okaaira, af 
Katiaikaiar. 

Naaarallak, Nawaksaia, K. 

Naaikar AN. tka Naa’Ma Maalvl lyai. 
NaPaiaiila. tka Naa'Ma Kk»a|a ilr, K.O.I.E. 
Nlaiaia, Mr. T. P. 

Naaraiiia, Mr. K. 

Pattaa, Mr. W. 8. 

Paal, ilr Narl laakar, Kt 
Praaiaalk. Mr. Tarlaickaraa. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa Pakaiar A. M. L. 

Ralkat tka Naa'Ma Mr. Praaaaaa Pak. 
RaJIkaiMa Tarafiar, Maalvl. 

Raailniila Akawi, Hr. 

Ray Okaaikary, Mr. PIraaira Klikara. 

Rataar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Hr. 

Ray. Paka PaNraai. 

Ray, tN Naa’Ma Mr Pl|ay Praaai Mafk, K ■ 
Ray, Mr. Pkaaaa|ay. 

Ray, Ral Pakaiar Kakirai Okaaira. 
ta i ar a ii l a AkaMi, Mr. 
iaOraiila AkaMi. NaJt 
OaNai, Mr. i. A. 

Oarkar. Paka Mai kaa aiaa. 
iwiMi tka Naa’Ma Hr. RaNM Raajaa, 
iaaaaaa. Hr. R. H. 

•aa. Ral Pakaiar iagaafc Okaaira. 

•arajai INaai, Hr. 

•kakakaMa^ Hr. Kkarala, O.P.I 
8kakaiaH,%. 

gkaaiaaiila AkaMi Kfcaaikar, Hr. 


ikaaMal Naia, 



GK)T^ENlfENT BlUiS. [JIth Ato., 

j WwiiMrtt, 

Wiritar Mmm, MwL VtM Mru. 

INii«n.ltM. I Irtf AfcK MM Wik wrf, 

Ayei being 75 aiul Noee being 157 the motion was lost. 

Mr. IPEAKiR: We now oon^e to amendments Nos. ^ and 14 
moved by Mauivi It^'ibuddin Tarafdar. I understand that Mr. Tarafdar 
is going to withdraw these. 

The following motions were by leave of the House withdrawn: — 

Mauivi Bajibuddin Tarafdar to move that in clause 2(a), in lines 
1 and 2, for the words ' ‘three thousand,*^ the words ‘‘two 
: thousand and five hundred'* be substituted. 

Mauivi Rajfbuddin Tarafdar to move that in clause 2(h), in lines 
1 and 2, for the words “two thousand five hundred rupees," 
the words “two thousand rupees" be substituted. 

Mft SPEAKER: The effect of amendment No. 5 is the killing of 
No. 15 and No. 10. That disposes of all the amendments. 

The motion that clause 2 stands part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 12th 
August, 1907, at the Assembly House, (^ilcutta. 
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ProceedBogt of the Bengal LegMative AaerngUf ailtomhkliil 
mder pnmaiont of the Govenunoit oif Ihdia^Act, l'935. 

t " 1 

The^«sembly met in the Asseiiihly House, Calcutta, on JliUrflday, 
the 12th August, 1937, at 4-46 p.m. 


Prasatit: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Hauuk, c.i.b.) 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 225 elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anawers were given) 

Secondary Board of Education. 


•47. Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI. Will the Jluii’blc Minister in charge 
of the Education Department Ik* pleaseil to state the average annual 
cx)et of the additional adminiNtrative machinery that has been estimated 
to run the projmsed Secondary Board of Education 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon^ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hu<|)S No estimate has vet bt*en framed. 
The cost will obviously depend on the extent of the jurisdiction and 
functions of the proposed board. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs Is it in the contemplation of 
Government to establish such a Board? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The establishment of a 
Board has been definitely decided upon, fhere ore two points of minor 
detail^which are no\w being (considered. 

A MufianMlhfiEhSl Members When will the estimates of cost be 
framed P 

The HmPM Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ:^ An estimate can only be 
fhuned, as I have said, when the extent of*the jurisdiction and func- 
tbna of the Board havbfceen decided upon. . That might take some time. 
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Mtlllvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: When does the GQ^erpiient expect 
to bring^n the necessary legislation for the establishiieiit of a Board F 


Tha Hon’bio Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not quile sure but 
I shell try to introduce the Bill in the nest Session. 


Alleged canvassing during general Assembly election by employees of 

local bodies. 

* 48 . Mr. SERAdUL ISLAM: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Ivocal Self-Government Department 
aware — 

(?) that the employees of the TTnion Boards, Ijocal Boards and the 
District Board of Jessore took part in canvassing for candi- 
dates during the last General Election to the Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly; and 

(tt) that the employees did so under orders of the authorities of the 
District Board ? 

(6) If the answers to (o) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action the Government contemplates 
to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge cf PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble MauIvi Syed Nausher 
AM), (a) {i) I happened to be the Chairman of the District Board of 
Jessore at the time of the last General Fdection to the Bengal Legis- 
lati ve Assembly and wan also a candidate for election to the said 
Assembly from the Jessore-Sadar Muhammadan Constituency; and it 
came to my notice at that time that some employees of the District 
Board took part in (^invassing for certain candidates. 

(ii) No. 

(/?) In view of the answer to {a) (n), this does not, strictly speaking, 
arise. In any event, however, there can be no (jiiestion of any steps 
being taken by Government as they have always iield the view that the 
employees of municipal and other local authorities are on a different 
footing from Government servants, and that in tle^ absence of any 
general or sj-ecial order by the local authority concerned, its employees 
have the rights of ordinary citizens. 

Mr. DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: What will be the position whei^e 
the District Magistrate is the Chairman of the District Board? 
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tib Ha^bto ilr. 8YEO NAU8HER ALI: Tim position will U tlie 

• same as elsewlimre. There will be no difference* 

♦ 

Of« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are the employees of District 
Boards and Municipalities required to follow the service rules of 
Govern mj^t ? 

The Hoii’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I think not. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN; With reference to answer {a)(i), 
what are the names of the candidates for whom employees of the District 
Boards took part in canvassinj^P 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I can tell the Hon’ble 

Member at once that the employees canvassed for the whole lot of 
candidates from Jessore including the Hon’ble Member who has put 
this question except perhaps two gentlemen, viz., Mr. Kiran Chmndra 
Sen and Khan Bahadur Asaduzzaman. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: In view of the answer 

given in (h). does that rule apply to employees of the Corporation of 
Cahutta? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I have made it quite 
clear in the answc'r (h). If the (Corpora t ion authorities decide that the 
emj)loyees should not take part in canvassing, they will be Imund not 
to take part, otherwise It will be open to them to (mnvass. 

% 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: What action, if any, was taken 
in respect of officers of district boards, loc4il l)oards, union lM)ards who 
took part in canvassing? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, Order. That question does not arise in 
view of the answer already given by the Ilon’ble Minister. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is it in the contempla- 
tion ot Government to issue Instructions to persons connected with 
district boards and employees of district boards that they are not 
free to (canvass any candidate? 

Tha Hoil’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: No present intention. 

* Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If not, what are the 
reaeone therelorF 


ii 
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TIm Hon'bla Mr. SYEO NAUtHER ALI; The ^aaoiu btfVe 

already been given in the answer (b), - 

Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: Who were th^ Vici&^Chainnen of the 
District Board of Jessore at that time? 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALi: jtty triends over there, 
namely, Mr. Rasik Ixi] Biswas and Maulvi Syed iibdur Rauf. 

Ballot voting in all looil bodies election. 

*49. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Ib the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Rublic Health and Local Self-Government Department 
cofiflidering the desirability of introducing the system of ballot voting 
with syTttbjJl as introduc(‘d in the last election of the Bengal liegislature 
in all locaJ bodrds and union boards elections? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER ALI: Yes The matter 
is under consideration. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon ble Minister con- 
vinced of the desirability of introducing the ballot system of voting 
in all elections? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at is a question of j)ure opinion, Mr. Gupta. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: I s it not desirable to issue 
iustructiona to Ijold elections In Iwllot at an early date, because several 
elections would take place very shortly. ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAU8HER ALI: I have already stated 
that the matter is under consideration and I am afraid I cannot give 
^ny time-limit. 

Bengal Government Press and recruitment of section-holders. 

*59. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) Will the .Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Depart men Kbe. pleased to state 
whether it is the practice in the Btmgal Government Press to recruit 
temporary or permanent se(*t ion-holders from amongst the senior hands 
in the Composing Sect km? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the appoiBtment of new 
hands from outside or f^t^m the apprentices to fill the posts of section- 
. holders causes more overhead charge than the apjiointment of senior 
bands in the Composing Section? ^ 
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If l^e answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'bla 
Miltieter be pleased to state whether the Government propose to fill 
the posts of section -holders only by promotion from among the men in 
the Composing Section? If not, why not? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state — 

(t) tne number of sectipii-holders in the llengal Government Press; 
(n) the number appointed from the apprentices since 1920; and 
(inl the number appointed by promotion from expert hands in the 
Composing Section since that year? 


MINISTER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tHe Hoo’bb 
Mr. Nalini Ranjan SarKer): {a) I understand that section-liolders are 
generally appoint«*d by selection from amongst the assistant section- 
holders, and that selection for the posts of assistant sectioi^^holdenia is 
made both from senior hands in the Composing Sectioir^nd from 
apprentices. 

(b) I am informed that this is not the ease. 

(<*) Dcx'h not arise. 

(d) (i) 11. 

(ii) One, pruin<»ted fnun a^.^i^tant section-holder. 

(ui) Ten, 2 rlirect from compositors, 2 direct from Linotype 
operators and (> from assistant section-holders. 


Desecration of Hindu sacred piaoes and deities in Pabna. 

^51. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTYs (a) Will 

the llon’ble Minister in cffarge of the Home (Political) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the number of cases where Hin<bi sacn‘<l places and deities have 

l)een defile<l by the MuliainniadaiiH during the last six months 
in the distri<t of Pabna; and 

(ii) what action, if any, has been taken to arrest the culprite and 

check the recurrence of such incidents? 

(b) ml» it a factr— ^ 

(i) that a gang of culprits had been arrested; and 
(it) That in ft le ojien court they confessed their guilt, and told the 
court that tCey did so out of fun?. 

(c) Is it a fact that the said culprits were let off hy the Subdivi- 
sicnal Officer of Serajganj with a simple warning and after taking n 
bond of Re. 100 only^o keep the peace for a year only? 
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(d) Has any appeal been instituted against tbe judgment of the 
said Subdivisional Ofl&cerP 


minister in charge of HOME (POLITICAL) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimudclin) ; (a) Eleven cases of alleged 

desef!ra|ion have been reported since February, 1937. All^i^se cases 
were Investigated and in three of them ^charge sheets were submit- 
ted, the accused in these cases l>eing Muhaiumadans. In the remaining 
cases the evidence |p 3 rthcoming was not sufficient to bring the charge 
home to any person of any community. To prevent the recurrence of 
su(rh incidents the hx^al officers liave secured the co-operation of the 
leading members of both communities and prompt action is taken to 
investigate every case reported. 

(6) and (c) A copy of the judgment in the case to which reference 
is made is laid on the table. The order of the trying Magistrate was 
passed with due regard to the fact that the leading members of both 
communities in the locality came to an amicable settlement in the 
matter. 

{(i) No. 


J ltd// went referred to in the ansus'r to (dauses (h) (t), (n) and (c) of 
starred (juestion No. 61. 

Emperor vs. (1) Mafizuddin Molla C2) Wazuddin Molla (3) Rahel Molla 
(4) Ashkar Molla (5) Jenat Molla (()) Iman Molla u/s 295/380/109, 
I. P. C., and (7) Kazem Pramanik u/s 201/295, 1. P. C. Shaha- 
zadpur P. 8. Case No. (», dated 14-4-37^ 


Judgment. 

Prosecution case is that on the night of 13-4-37, the first named 
G persons stole an unfinished and headless image of Goddess Kali from 
the temple of complainant Shadhu (^haran Haidar of Bornia, P. S. 
Shahazadpur. The accused carried the image to a newly purchased 
house of one Khorshed of their village who is P. W. 2 in the case. 
The object of the accused as stated and confessed by them was to create 
a little fun by putting Khorshed and his family to* fright as they entered 
their new house. In the following morning compldin^nt found that the 
image was missing from his temple and so h? reported the matter to 
others and went out in search. One l^alchand found that the image 
had been thrown on a ditch near Babulla Holla’s hdtise and so he 
informed the complainant who went to the ditch in question and fotjnd 
''the statement correct. Accused No. 7, namely, Kaaem Pramanik 
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happened A be there and so complainant reported to him what had* 
happened. Complainant then deputed Satish and Ganesh to watch the 
image and himself proceeded to inform one doctor Guru Gharan in 
Gala. Four telegrams were de8j)atched to the address of 0/G, Shaha- 
radpur, D. 0., Serajganj, District Magistrate or S. P., Pabna, and 
one to Jjilpaiguri. Complainant then again returned to the jyjot and 
w’as informed by Satish and Oanesh that Kasiein Prainaiiik liad* abused 
and driven them away but tliat they had siuM‘e<Hled in bringing '^’ith 
them some clay with which the image had been mada« 

Police reached the scene soon after and investigated the case. The 
first named G accused had in tlie incuntime (‘onfessed their guilt before 
their own proffhans as woll as to the complainant that they had stolen 
the image with the object of creating a little fun in thP village. 

One of these Imys made a <‘onfessioii before the Magistrate also. 
Police siihmitled charge sheets under section ;d8() I. P. C., 
against accused numb(‘red 1 to G and u/s 295/201, J. P. C., against 
Kazem Pramanik wji(» is allege*] to have fri(‘d to conceal the evidence of 
the crime with a view to 8en*en the ofl'enders. 

Trial of the ease was taken uj) in the Court on 2(>-5-d7. The com- 
plainant enneluded Ills exaiuinal loii-in-elnet ni the tollowing words: 
“We havi- no comnnniiil 1<'nsinii of any kind in the ^iilng(^ fn fact 
we have compromised the ease imjI out of any f<*ar or tlinuit h(*ld on 
hy any one hut 1mm auso we pnKlhnns have set the] tip our afTairs in our 
own way and do not want t(* liav** un\ dispuite” T'he jn'inHutvs and 
parents of the hovs ha\e promist*<l to ii»fli* l soeial jmnishment on the 
accused. Aftef P.W. 2 had been examineil I was informed that all 
the ueeused wantiMl to plead guilty. So charges under him-. 2!ir)/42G, 
f. P. C., were framed against tin* first named accused and under sec. 
295/201, I. I*. C., against Kajem Pramanik. The a»M-used then was 
examined under see. 042, T. P. C., and jdeaded guilty to tlie charges 
against them. They also said that they would not eross-examine IVWs. 
or adduce any defence. So the ease was closed for judgment on the 
same date. Coming now to evidence two witnesses only have been 
examined in this case hut why mon* witnesses have not been exumiii<*d 
has already been mentioned before. The accused have pleaded guilty 
to the charges and so it is notjit all necessary to enter into tin merits 
of the*evidence. Th^prosecution case has been proved beyond doubt. 
The accused alle^df that their int<»ntiori in removing the image was 
nothing more fTlhn to create a joke in the village ])y frightening 
Khorshed and others a» they entered in their new' house ^aiid this has 
been proved by Khorshed and also who said that lie found the headlt*ss 
image in his ^)uth-facing hut of the new house and it was he who threw 
iC the ditch. From this it mayjie presumed that accused did not 
remove the image with the intention of insulting the religious feeling 
of the complainant 8r his community^ but there is nothing on record 
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to show that they did not have the knowled^ that by Ae act of 
removing the image from the temple the accused would woun^ the 
feeling of Hindu community. As such I hold that the charge under 
section 295, I. P.C., has been fully proved against the accilsed 1 to 6 
and I hold them guilty and convict them under sec. 295, I. P. C. 

The accused bodily removed an image from the temple ' and this 
caused wrongful loss to the complainant though it did not cause any 
wrongful gain to the accused, so the charge under section 426, I.P.C., 
also has been satisfactorily proved against the accused and I hold them 
guilty under that section and also convict them. 

As regards Kazem Pramanik, the evidence of P. W. 1 and 2 persons 
that he attempt'^d to destroy evidence of the offence under sec. 295, 
I.P.C., (ommitted by the first 6 accused and that his intention was to 
screen the offcuulers. He has pleaded guilty to the charge and I hold 
him guilty and convict him under sec. 295/201, I.P.C. Coming now 
to tlie j)uiiislnnent that should be inflicted on tl^e accused it is to be 
observed that the accused tbougb guilty ot an offence under section 
295/42(1, I.P.(^, did not have that malicious intention ot wounding 
the religious feelings of a sister coininunity which is the chief factor 
on making the offence so grave. It is clear that the predominating 
element in (he intention of the accused was otherwise, i.e., to create 
a little joke though they must he held responsible tor their knowle<lge 
that such an act would hurt the feeling of tlieir Hindu neighbours. 

In the second place, the persons whose feelings have been hurt have 
compromised the case with the accused and are not anxious to coniinue 
the dispute that had arisen in the village which it appears has been 
free from any cominunnl tension. In the tliF d jdace, the first 6 accused 
are all young boys none of whom appears to be above his teens. 

Under the circumstances, it would be very undesirable indeed to 
impose a sentence of imprisonment without giving the accused any 
opportunity to feel repented and re-establish by their future good 
behaviour that peace and tranquillity and that atmosphere of brotherly 
and neighbourly feeling that the Hindus and Muhammadans of Bornia 
village appear have enjoyed all along till the commission of this 
regrettable and condemnable mischief. 

% 

I trust that the action that I propose to t^tf against the accused 
u/s 562, Cr. P. C., will have its full and desired I order that 

the first (J accused be released on their entering into a bond of Rs. 200 
each with two sureties of Rs. 100 each to keep the peace and be of 
good behaviour for a period of 12 months u/s 562, Cr. iP. C., and to 
appear and receive senter^ce when called upon during this period u/e 
295, I. P. C. With regard to the' sentence u/s 426, I. P, C., the accusi^ 
are ordered to be released after being adxxfUnished. 



QUESTIONS. 


W 


f:'’ 


Accused Eazem Pramauik is not below 20 but in view of the ciroum- 
stan^s already discussed I order that Kazem Pranianik also be released 
on lus entering into a bond of Its. 200 with two sureties of Us. 100 
each to kefep the peace and be of good behaviour u/s 562, Cr. P, C., and 
appearand receive sentence before the Court u/s 205/201, I.P.C., when 
called upon to do so during next 6 months. 

Sd. S. M. ISHAQUE, I.C.8., 

5. D, 0., Sera j gang. 

3^6-37. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: What*e»(l<«vourR were 

made to collett sufficient inforiaation in those cases in which charge 
sheets (ould.not h*^ madeP 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Every endeavour has 
been made, Sir. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the llon ble Minister 
kindly state the name of the Subdivi.sional Police Officer when the 
alleged desecration took place 

Tha Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: Was not the investigating 
officer a Iliiidu'*^ 

% 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In cert4iin cases they 
were Hindu gentlemen. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: (In liengali.) What were the terms 
of those amicable settlements P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The judgment is there 
and it is stated therein as to what settlen^jnt was inadep 

Rai HARENQRATNATH CHAUDHURI: What are the reports 
on which the H^'ble Mini-ster satisfied himself that suffioient enquiry 
had been mader 

The Hoi^le Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government asked the 
Commissioner of the Division to submit a report and from a perusal of 
that report 1 am satisfied that everijP efioii*is lieiug made in all oeaea 
to get at the person ^rho perpetrated thealesecratjoDP 
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Maiilfi AZHAR ALI: Who wag the Aggistant Superintendent of 
Police at that timeP 

Tlw Hon'bl* Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I oak for notice. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL S'ISWAS: (In Bengali. ) Is it not a fact that the 
terms of settlement on the part of the Hindus were to forgive and forget 
and to withdraw the charges against the culprits? 

Thd Hofi’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs The settlement was a 
mutual one, both sides having come to an agreement. Whatever the 

settlement was, was agreed to by both sides. 

*' 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister lay on the table a copy of the report that has been received 
from the Commissioner of the Division? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Mft ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Is it a fact that from the 
circumstantial evidence of Mr. S. N. Ghose, Assistant Subdivisional 
Police Officer, it transpires that at the back of all these incidents a 
Hindu gentlemen was involved? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would appeal to botli sides of the House to 
kindly ref rain from putting more questions on tin* subject although I 
cannot stop any, wliich might further exaceVlnite the good feelings of 
both the communities. 1 iip])eal to you not to create a situation bv 
which that good feeling will be disturbed. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: (In Bengali.) Is it not a fact that 
when the Police Officer went to Bethkandi and when it was stated by 
a Muhammadan witness that the students of the Niikali School might 
have done so, the investigating officer knik no notice of that? 

t 

Th. Ho^'ble Khwaja SirHAZIMUDDIN: ihy ^ state as a general 

propositiotf*That the importance that has l>een given ^o* these incidents 
is not reflected in the tensioti between the Hindus and the Muham- 
madans. Oi£' that point the report of the Commissioner is definite and 
I would echo the appeal which has been made by you in tltts connection. 
At th© present moibent, th© district is practically very quiet and there 
have been no recurrence of ^ch Incidents. I do not think, therefore, 
that any useful purpose Would be served by raislhg these questions. 
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Hunger-strike in the Alipore Central Jail. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH OATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that ten political prisoners in the Alipore Central Jail have been on 
hunger-strike since August, 4th? 

(h) If the answer to clause (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to give their names with their native districts? 

(c) Was any petition received by the Hon’ble Minister from those 
prisoners formulating their demands? If so, when? 

(d) Did the Hon’ble Minister make any attempt after the receipt 
of the petition to persuade them not to resort to hunger-strike? 

(c) Did he move in Hie maUer before the hunger-strike was resorted 
to with a view to avool it ? 

(/) Is the ITon’ble Minister willing to accede to the demands of the 
strikers or to part of them for ending the strike? 

(h) Will the Horride Minister be pleased to state what are the 
demands? 

(/) What steps, if any, the Tfon’ble Minister jiroposes to take (o 
end the strike immediately? 

(j) Is the Hon’ble Minister willing to allow Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose, Tieader, Congress Assembly Party, and Maulvi Snmsuddin Ahmed, 
Deputy Leader, Krishak-Prajii Party, to see the prisonerH with a view 
to influence them to give\p the strike? 

(k) Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared to issue daily bulletins regard- 
ing the health of the strikers in order to relieve their relatives of the 
anxieties? 


Mr, 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to state — 

(jj whether sixteen jiolitiral prisoners are on hunger-strike to-day 
in Alipog^ail; f 

(ii) whetha^j^l) Benoy Clioudhur>' (Burdwan), (2) Sltanath Dey 
(Faridpur),^ (8) Ajitlal Majumdar (Faridpur), (4) Sudhir 
* Ghose (Howrah), (5) Eanan Goswami (Mfdnapore), (6) 
Debaprasad Sen (Tipperah), (7) Bimal Chakravarty (Dacca), 
(8) Pabitra Roy (Khuln%), (9) Mqnoranjan Sen (Chittagong), 
(10) Syam Binod Paul (!>acca)^ are on hunger-strike sinee 
4th AugUlt; 
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(it) Withdrawal of all orders of internment bans on exiles, all 
such orders which restrict or prohibit the political institutes 
and workers thereof to carry on their normal business 
*and repeal of all repressive laws. 

(nV) Framing of rules and regulations as part of the jail code for 
• the .treatment of the political prisoners in a single class, 
providing a standard not lower than the present Division II 
prisoners with the full facilities of intellectual requirements. 

(ti;) Permanent abolition of Penal settlement of the systeift of 
deporting political prisoners at Andamans and consequently 
immediate repatriation of all the political prisoners in one 
jail. 

(r) Leper and Tubertuilosis patients should l)e treated in the I^eper 
Asylum and T. 11. hospitals outside. 

On the sam(‘ day tlH\\ addressed a com muni eat ioji to Ilis Excellency 
the Governor informing him that they would resort to a hunger- 
strike if His Excellency failed within six hours to comply with their 
demands. These c(uiim\inications were received in the Home Depart- 
ment on the ')th of August. On the previous day the following began 
a hunger-strike: — 

(1) Manoranjan Sen. 

(2) Pabitra Kumar Roy. 

(d) Shy am Benode Pal (Uiaudhury. 

(4) Sita Nath l)e. 

(o) Ajit Lai Majumdar. 

((}) Benoy Krishna Gttiaudhury. 

(7) Sudhir Chandra Ohose. 

(8) Deb Prosad Sen Gupta. 

(9) Kanan Behary Goswami. 

(10) Bimalendu Chakraburtty. 

They were joined on the 8th August by three others — 

(11) Mon Mohan Chakraburtty. 

(12) Haridas Bhattacharje^. 

(13) Bhakat^^ri^ 

And on the 9th of August by four more— - 

(14) Ran jit Roy Chaudbury. 

(15) Nagendra Nath Modak. 

* (16) Bhola Nath Mukherjee. 

(17) Debendra Nbth Saha. 
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I have not been able to ascertain to wbat districts they belong. 

I regret to have to add that thirty-one detenus in the Presidency 
Jail Iiavc begun a hunger-strike in sympathy with the conyicts in the 
Andamans. 

Government are not prepared to consider any of the demands so 
long as the strike continues. 

If any member of the House wishes to see the prisoners in order to 
induce them to take their food, I should be very glad if he would see 
me and discuss the matter. I am not prepared to issue periodical 
bulletins regarding the health of the prisoners, but the officers of the 
.lail will communicate witli the relatives of any prisoner whose health 
gives cause for anxiet3\ I understand that there is no cause for 
anxiety in any case 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: What exactly is meant by his 
reply tlmt (iovernn)ent an‘ not prei)ared to consider any of the demands 
so long as the hunger-strike continues ^ Does it mean that Govern- 
imuit are j)re])ared to go to the length of contemplating the death of 
each and every one of the hunger-strikers before any action is taken in 
the matter? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We hope that the 
liunger-strikers will give up the hunger-strike. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Does the lion ble Minister 
desire to convey to the House that lliey are })rot‘eeding on the hope 
that they will give up the strike and that they hav(‘ not yet contem- 
platiMl the possibility of their succumbing t(» the hunger-strike? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Might I submit that 
this is purely an argument. This question lias been recently discussed 
in the House and the House has given its verdict on the policy of 
Government. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Is the OM<ernment proceeding 
on the plea that because the House has given itsS^erdict he is pre- 
pared to contemplate the death of these hunger-strik^ rather than to 
concede to their demands? 

Mr. (^PEAKER: Order, order. You c-annot draw any conclusion 
froiu a decision of the House which* might in a manner impute a motive 
to such decision. 
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A nunrtiars Will the Hon’ble Minister be prepared to take any 
• meaiis» if the prisoners continue the hunger-strike for more than ten 
days* to dissuade them from that path? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Our officers are trying 
their level best to persuade these men to give up the hunger-strike, 
and Governmefit are prepared to give ever^' facility to relations to 
come and persuade those men who are here to give up hunger-strike. 

' 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On n point of personal explana- 
tion. I was not suggesting any imputation to the decision of the 
House in any way. I was merely asking the Home Minister to state 
whether he has interpreted the derision of the House Jo mean that the 
House desires that even if these hunger-strikers succumb to the 
hunger-strike and die, Government need not do anything either way — 
either by their death or by voluntary abandonment. 


Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR; Will the Government be 
pleased to consid<*r their ('ases favourably in case they give up the 
hunger-strike P 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already enun- 
ciated the Government policy on this question on tlie oroasion of the 
adjournment motion moved in this House. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN. Is it the policy of Government 
that even tljotig}i tlie grievames may be just, simply because the 
I)ti8oners are liunger-‘itriking, they will not enquite into those 
grievances? ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would like to state 
here that if there is any grievance wliich is not against the existing 
rales and regulations and which are not being followed, Government is 
prepared to go into that immediately and rectify it; but if it is a 
grievance which requires a change in the rules, Government are not 
prepared to go into it. 

Mr. KIRAN . SI^IkAR ROY: Is the Hon'ble Home Minister 
prepared to vi^g the hunger-strikers himself iind have a discussion 
with them about their^rievances ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Chief Miniater is 

contemplating to visit the hunger-strikers,* and I may also accompany 
him or may go separately, if I find that it would be useful. « 
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GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Ministers’ Emoluments Bill, 1937. 

A member: On a point of order, Sir. The Government of India 
Afl-; . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have understood your point of order. If you 
wiU hold your patience for a little while, I think the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul 
Huq will solve your point. 


The Hon’ble <Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Before you take up the 
consideration of clause of the Bill, may T, with your leave and the 
leave of tlie Hf)Use, make a statement rep'ardin^ this clause which 
relates to the allowances to be piven to tlie Ministers? The support 
that has been jt’iven by the members of this House who have so long 
been loyally supporting us has been extremely gratifying and we are 
always ready to abide not merely by the decision conveyed through 
voi(^s in this House, but also b\ their opinion conveyed to us informally 
and unolticiall\ . We are convinc<‘d that although they are prepared 
to suj)j)ort the i)roposal contained in this clause should this matter be 
(Jiscussed an<l brouglit to a decision, they think it would be better if 
we did not claim to have this allowaiK'c. On our part we have 
decided out of deference to their wishes not to press for the allowance 
jiroposed in this clause. T will, therefore, request my hon^ble 
friend the Finance Minister not to press this clause. 

0. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I beg leave to 
withdraw claxises 3 and 4. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Is it 
permissible for the member in ( harge of the Bill to withdraw a part of the 
Bill? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is quite permissible to withdraw any particular 
section: he did not move it at all. There is no^'.r. to his doing so. 
If you can point out how he cannot do it, I shall be v^!^ glad. As I see 
it, this particular clause has been abandoned. 

Mr. 8ARAT DHANDRA B08E: Will you give me {Permission to 
draw your attention to any rule which relates to withdrawals of Bills — 
i^ile 73 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Rules and Standing Orders? 
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Ift'. SPEAKER: I quite see your point. That rule gives a specific 
power to a member in charge to withdraw the whole- Bill, I hope you 
wiB ^gree with me that it does not necessarily connote that he cannot 
wiBidraw a part of the Bill. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I wish very much I could agree 
with you, but I'am afraid it is contrary to Parliamentary practice. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: On a point of infonnation, Sir* 
The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has been pleased to state that he Is 
dropping clauses 3 and 4 of the Bill. May T enquire what will be the 
position of Ministers in the future as regards drawing of travelling 
allowances? Is it the intention to forego traveling allowances 
altogether? 

The HofPble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Tiuvelling allow, 
smces are governed by the Fundamental Rules, if there is no provision 
under clause 3 (a), (h) and (r). 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Clause 3A is an absolutely 
new clause. Will it not he permissible to move any motion for the 
insertion of a new clause 3A with the leave of this House? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : T think the <ju(‘stion will not arise at all. Unless 
the question of allowance for motor cars is brought in, the whole aspecit 
of the Bill will be changed, because I will call upon Mr. Sarkor to move 
a short-notice mnendment to delete the words “and allowances’’ from 
the Preamble. Of course it is for the House to decide ia what form it 
will stand. If those wor^ are withdrawn, then your amendment will 
not be in order, 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order, Sir. Has 
not the Preamble been passed by the House? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May* I know what will be the 
result ^f this withdraspl? Shall we not have an opportunity to vote on 
the Bill as a whoj^T 


Mr. 8PEAKER: After the different clauses are passed, the Bill as 
amended will be placed before the House for the third reading. 


• The Hon’We Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y l Sir, why do you attribute 
to him ao much knowledge of constitutional matter? • 
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Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I hope you will not mind the 
»uperciliou«ne88 on the part of Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, Dr. Sanyal, do you seriously con- 
tend soP If you do, I will request Mr. Sarker to move a short-notice 
amendment to the effect that clauses 3 and 4 be deleted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: 1 beg to move that 
clauses 3 and 4 of the Bill be deleted 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There is a tecdinical objection and 
this cannot be done by the member in charge. 

Ru HARENbRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The Bill is in possession 
of the House and how can he withdraw a part of it without the leave of 
the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not putting an withdrawal motion. I am 
putting the short-notice amendment that clauses 3 and 4 be deleted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hofi'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I beg to move 
that the words “and allowances” be deleted from the Preamble. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The motion that the IVeamble as amended sttyids part of the Bill 
was put and agreed to. 

The Hoffbli Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I beg to move 
that the Bill as settled in Assembly be passed. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May 1 rise on a point of order? I 
beg to draw your attention to section 82 (/i) of the Government of India 
Act which says “A Bill which if enacted and brought into operation 
would involve expenditure from the revenues of a province shall not be 
passed by a Cliamber of the Legislature unless the Governor has 
recommended to that Chamber the consideration of the Bill”. We have 
not had so far any communication from the Governor informing us 
that he has recommended the passing of this Bil^ Will you, Sir,*' kindly 
let us know what the position is in this respect? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am glad Dr. Sanyal has ’•aised a very interesting 
point about the scope of section 82. I do not think this clause is 
covered by 82(3). If it was so, then your objection wo\Ad have been 
pertinent. I consider Uiat, it is governe<l by section 82 (7) and I hope 
Dr. Sanyal will remember that on the interpretation of section 82 (7) 
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deptnds the constitutional right of this House as to what measures oan 
* be brought here and what cannot be. If he considers that point, then 
I take it that the only interpretation possible is that any Bill or amend- 
ment which means the appropriation of public revenues in any 
character can only be taken in this House and cannot be introduced or 
moved except on the recommendation of the Governor. I would ask 
Dr. Sanyal to r^ember also the difference in language between 82 (1) 
(latter part) and 82 (/>). In the first part it says “shall not be intro- 
duced or moved except on the reConiinendation of the Govenior" and 
82 (i?) says “shall not be passed by a rhaniber.“ I may further draw 
attention to the difference between the first part and the second part. 
In the first part it merely says “on the recommendation of the Governor” 
and the second part says that it must be recommended by the Governor 
to the Chamber. This difference in language must liave been deli- 
berately done. In the first part recommendation to the Chamber is not 
necessary, all that is necessary is the re(‘ommendution of the Governor. 

I hope you will also realise that Governor means executive government 
in this House. Under this section any Finance Bill which in England 
is called Money Bill may be brought in. So far as section 82(*5) is 
concerned it is not a Bill which means direct expenditure. It means 
that any expenditure wdiich comes as a ne<*es8ary consequence of that. 
Were it otherwise, it will jeopardise the constitutional right of this 
House to deal only with matters of approjiriaiion of revenues. So far 
as this Bill goes, it is in the nature of an appropriation. 

Dr NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I have very patiently heard 
your argument. , There is a considerable feeling of satisfaction on this 
side of the House when you say that you are prepared to do away with 
certain provisions of this j%'t which might be interpreted as bringing 
in His Excellency the Governor in certain matters of financial nature. 
We on this side of the House will be glad to have that interpretation 
from you and to have that maintained for future debate. I am afraid, 
however, Sir, that section 82 {1) specifically mentions in sub-sections 
(a), {h) and (c) three definite measures of financial nature. Section 82 
(7) {a) says something about imposition or increasing any tax; (h) 
stands for regulating the Imrrowing of money, of the giving of any 
guarantee by the Provin(;e, or for amending#the law with respect to any 
financial obligations; stands'for declaring any expenditure to be 
expenditure chargedj^rthe revenues of the Province. These are very 
definite and specj^^natters which are covered by section 82(7) and the 
proviso that we find at the bottom refers only to these spcvific matters 
and nothing beyond that. I submit that beyond that if any Bill has U\ 
be taken up ^hich has its effect on the expenditure of the province, 
that is, whkh would involve expenditure from the revenues of the pro- 
vtrfce, it shall not be paased by the Chamber unless the Governor has, 
recommended to the ^amber the consideration of the Bill. Here is 

n 
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the difficulty. If tliere were no specified items under section 82 (1), I 
would certainly most ^rladly accept the interpretation that you« were 
going to give. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : May I point out for the 

benefit of all astute constitutional law'yers in this House that “Governor^' 
does not refer to II is Excellency the Governor as such, but refers to the 
Governor on the advice of his Ministers, namely, the Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope I will not be required at this stage to read 
out an elaborate note but if the House has got the time later on, I am 
prepared to read out a full note on the subject which I am drafting for 
the time being. But I have come definitely to the conclusion not only 
from a reading of the section of the Statute or the law which is used 
here, but also from the recommendation of the Joint Committee’s 
Report and the White Paper that these sections are based upon the 
principle which must be the foundation of any sound system of finance 
that no proposal for imposition of taxation or for the appropriation of 
public- revenues or any ])roposal afiec ting or imposing ujk)!! a charge on 
the finances can be made without the lecomrnendation of the Governor, 
that is to say, it can only be made upon tlie responsibility of the 
executive Government. 1 hold definitely that section 82 (/) means 
something iti the nature of appropriation of public revenues or what is 
called in England, Money Bill, which, by its direct implication, brings 
in financial ex])enditure. In that view I hold that this is under section 
82 (/) and 1 do it in full consciousness of the fact that it is my duty to 
vindicate the constitutional rights of this Ho\ise. I h*old that this Bill 
comes under 82 (/) and it will be governed by the principle of Money 
Bill in England. So far as section 82 (2) is concerned, this question 
do^a not arise. 

t>r.. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May 1 take it then that you do not 
think it necessary for the recommendation of the Governor so far as 
this Bill is concerned P 


Mr. 8PEAKER: T am trying to explain ta you clause 82 (J) which 
means recommendation to the Chamber: 82 does not meali recom- 
mendation to the Chamber, it is on the recommeiitti.J^ion of the executive 
Government. ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When the Hqp’ble Finance 
Minister first moved he did not say “on the recommendation of the 
Government.** It is for the Speaker to whether that requisite lias 
been done or not. ^ 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The House can come iK only with regard to section 
S2(S), but the admissibility on the ground of the recommendation of the 
Governor under section 82 (J) is for the Speaker and the Speaker is 
exercising, his right. 

The HoifMe Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir. I have already 
moved that tlie*Bill as settled in the Assembly be passed. 

The motion that the Bill as settled in the Assembly be passetl was 
put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Legislative Chambers (Presidents’ and Speakers* 
Emoluments) Bill, 1937. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER:* Sir, I heg to 
introduce a Bill to fix the eiuolumentH of the Pr*‘8ideni and Deputy 
President of the Bengal Li'gi.slative ("ouncil and of iho Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker of the Bengal liegislutive Assembly. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill). 

I also beg to move that the said Bill he taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clame 1. 

The motion that clause 1 stands part ol the Bill was pul and agreed 
to. 


dauHi' 2. 

Mr. Md. ABUL FAZL^ I heg to move that in clause 2 (h), in line 
2, for the words “two thousand,” the words “nine hundred*' be 
substituted ; and 

In clause 2(a), in lines 2 am) d, for the words “one ihousutid and 
five hundred” the words “seven hundred and fifty” he Huh»rtituted ; 

In clause 2 (c), in line 2, for the words "two thousand”, the words 
"one thousand” lx* substituted; and 

In clause 2 (rZ), in line 2, for the words “three thousand," the 

words "one thousand” he substituted. 

• 

Sir, the object introduction of these amendments is that if 

these officers aejj^^ess salaries they can try to cut the salaries of other 
officers and then try to induce Imperial Service men to accept lower 
salaries. Bengal is a poor country. We must look to the millions of 
half-fed peo[^Ie whom we rejireseiit in this Assembly, and we should try 
BO far as lies in our power to ameliorate their condition, and if these 
officers accept lower salaries we shall be alife to do something for the 
poor by the money tjjus saved. 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in snb^clause (a) of 
clause 2, line 2, the words “-one thousand" be omitted, and in sub- 
clause (h) of clause 2, line 2, for the words “two thousand/^ the 
words “five hundred" be substituted. 

Sir, I move these two motions for the simple reason that we feel 
that the salary of l>oth the President and the Speakej of the House 
should not be more than Rs. 500, and that was also my view in the 
previous Bill. It is true, argument will come forward that in case of 
Ministers we oould not succeed in getting our motions through in this 
House for Its. 500, the question will naturally arise why we insist on 
Rs. 500 to be the saLxry of' the President and the Speaker. It will be 
found that already the executive Oovernment have fixed the salaries 
of these two per^Kins who hold more exalted position tlian the Ministers 
and who are the custodian of the honour of this House and the Upper 
House at a lesser rate than the Ministers. As was pointed out by 
many speakers in course of that delvate, the Ministers will not be 
amenable to reason. As they hold the power, they will exercise it to 
their highest limit and they seem to be very generous to-day by con- 
ceding not to draw house allowance or motor car allowance. Sir, that 
does not m4itter much in view of the fact that the salaries they have 
fixed are too much considering the circumstances of the people. As I 
have pointed out, the Ministers will not agree to accept any smaller 
wilary and it has been proved beyond doubt that they have not come 
here to take up this administration from the point of service and 
sacrifice. But I do hope, Sir, that the Hon’ble Speaker and the 
President who, as I have pointed out, hold more dignified position will 
make this sacrifice. With these few words 1 move these motions. 

The following nmiions were put and lost : — 

Mr. Md. Abul Fazl to move that in clause 2(c), in lines 2 and 3, for 
the words “one thousand and five huii^J'ed", the words “seven hundred 
and fifty" be substituted. 

Mr, Banerji to move that in sub-clause (a) of clause 2, line 2, 
the woTxls “one thoiLsjind" be omitted. 

Mr. Md. Abul Pazl to move that in clause 2{h)y in line 2, for the 
words “two thousand," the words “nine hundred" be substituted. 

Mr. P. Banerji to move that in sub-clause (6) of clause 2, line 2, 
for the words “two thousand", the words ‘ 
stituted. 

Mr. Md. Abul Fazl to move that in clause 
words “two thousand," the words “one thousand" be substituted. 

Mr. Md. Abul Fazl to move that in clause 2{d)y in line 2, for the 
words “three thousand," the words “one thousand" be substituted. 

The motion that clause 2 stands part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 


^ve hundred" be sub- 


2(c),^in line 2, for the 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May L Sir, rise on a point of 
oidar? I have to draw your attention to section 65 (i/) of the Govern* 
ment of India Act where the provision for the salaries of Speaker, 
Deputy SJ)eaker and President are provided for. In that sub-section 
there is no provision made for allowances. The sub-section says — ^ 

“There shall be paid to the Speaker and the Deputy Spwiker of the 
Legislative Assembly such siilaries as may be respectively fixed by 
Act of the Provincial Legislature, and until provision in that behalf 
is so made, such salaries as the Governor may determine. “ 

Under the circumstances, I submit. Sir, that the motion for pay- 
ment of allowances would be out of order. 


Mr, SPEAKER: As a matter of fact it is not the function of the 
Speaker to hold in this case whetlier anything which is brought in any 
Bill is out of order. If it is <»ut of order, then even though it is passed 
it will not have any \alidat!ng effect. I hope that Dr. Sanyul will 
refrain from juitting me in a very delicate jmsition in having to give 
my ruling on any [mint <x)ncerning tlie Speaker, But I can Si\y this 
much that the expression iillowainces j.s used only for the fiurpose, 
as I read it, of making it ‘Charged” on the revenues o^ the Province 
under section 4{/i. The real intention of this legislation is that the 
salary and allowances, if on\, should not he discussed year after year 
on the Himrof the Hbuse. I read that as the real intention behind this 
pwvision. But as regards the ment of the (jueslion, I wamhl recjuest 
my friends to retrain from putting me in a <lifficult position. If sub- 
section {-/i is piissed, ImiIIi the salaries and allow'ances w'ill he a 
“charge” on revenues of the Province; and in that view it wdll 
not be a matter to he an^iiially v<»1ed hy the House. It is obviously 
for this reason that anything (oncerning the emoluments of the Speaker 
and I speak irrespective of personal ctinsiderations, should not ordinarily 
be discussed on the floor of the House. As T have wiid, I hope the 
House will not ask for any ruling- on this matter which c>oncerns the 
Speaker himself. 


Clause •}. 


Bftbti RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Sir, 1 beg^ formally to move that 
sub-cl5uses {a) of clause ‘1 be omitted. 

Mr. 8YE0 JALALUDDiN HA8HEMY: Sir, I beg to move that 
«uh-clause‘ {a) of clause 5 be omitted. • 


Sit, in riew of the assurance given and the statement by the 
Hon *ble Chief Minister with regard to theiivallow^ances, I thought that 
* similar statement would be made irith regard to the house allowances 
of the Speaker and# the President. It ia a very delicate question in 
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view of the fact that the Ministers themselves have refused to take 
such allowances whatsoever. I hope therefore that the Chief Minister 
will rise up and make a similar statement withdrawing these allowances. 
With these words I move my amendment. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I to move that 
clause 3(6) be omitted. 

Sir, in moving this amendment I beg to submit that in my previous 
amendment regarding the Ministers’ allowances I wanted to introduce 
a new clause for supplying a motor car to each Minister. Tliat provi- 
sion haa been withdrawn by the Ilon’ble Finance Minister. As that 
provision ^as been withdrawn, T move that no motor allowance be 
similarly given to the Hon’ble President and the Hon’ble Speaker. It 
seems anomalous that, as the Ministers are not taking any motor car 
allowances, tlie Hon’ble President and tlie TTon’ble Speaker can claim 
motor car allowance from public reveinies. Wilh these few' w'ords I 
move my amendment. 


Clauses 3, 4 and 3. 


8hort«notice Amendment. 

The Hon’bhi Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir, may I have 
your permission to move the following amendment on short-notice : — 

I beg to move that clauses 3 and o of the Bill be omitted, and that 
the words “and allow'ances” be omitted from clause 4v 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. P. Banerji, it siibplifies your motion. 

The motion that clauses 3 and 5 be omitted w'as put and agreed to. 

The motion that the words “and allowances” in clause 4 be omitted 
was put and agreed to. 


Clause 4. 

Mr. P. BANERUI: Sir, 'll beg to move that clause 4 be omitted. 

In doing so I must tell the House that we ace not prepared to give 
a blank cheque — and I do not think it will be wisK^n the part of this 
House — to give aw'ay our pow’er to the executive uovernment. The 
Government of India Act has made no provision in this respect and 
kept it open entirely to be decided by the members of this House year 
after year. The Ilon’ble Minister has, in the Statement of Object and 
Reasons, pointed out that it is undesirable that the salaries shoqld 
be liable to rwhiction as the result of the vote of this Council on the 
annml estimates of expenditure, if the legislate e is not satisfied it 
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can fxpreas it by taking action under section 65 of the Goyernment of 
India Act. Now, Sir I think such an occasion will never arise, as we 
know from past experience that it never did. If the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased, to look into the debates of the previous'*' years, he would find 
that the question arose year after year for reducing the salaries and 
allowances of Ministers, but there the question was never raised at 
any time about the siilary drawn by the President or the Deputy 
President. That being the case, the argument put forward by the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister does not seem to be tenable. I would 
therefore appeal to the members of the House to consider whether it is 
advisable to give up our jmwer and to give it into the hands of the 
executive. 


The motion was put and lost. 


Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Sarker, will you now move that in the 
1 jeamble the word salaries be substituted lor the word ‘^emolu- 
nients, because allowani'cs have now been taken away and wliat now 
remains is only the .salary V 

1 have already pul tlie (question of the deletion of “allowances." 

The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RANJAN SARKER: I will move my 
amendment to tin* Pre.nnljli' when clause 4 has been disposed of. 

Ihe motion that clause 4, as amended, stands pjirt of the Hill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that in the Prpambl<^the word “KmolumentH” be replaced by the 
word “salarie.s.“ 

The motion ua.s j)ut and agreed to. 

The motion that the I‘r(\imble, a.s amended, stands part of the Bill 
was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Hill as .settled in Assembly be juissed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Bengal L^fslative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Bill, 1937 , 

The Hon’ble Mr. Uni..fil RANJAN SARKER: Sir, f beg to intro- 

duce a Bill fb fix the salaries and allowances of Members of the Bengal 
Legislative Chambers. . 

(The Secretary yien read the short title of the Bill.) 
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TIM Iten’M* Mr. NALINI RANJAN MAKER: Sir, I beg to move , 
that the Bill be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

Mfi Speaker: I understand there are some amendments to clanie 1. 

Bebll#REMHARI BARMA: Mr. Siieaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
tor cluuHe 1{:^) the following be substituted, namely, ''(2) It shall be 
deemed to have come into force from the first day of April, 1937.’ ' 

Sir, the object of this amendment is to give retrospective effect to 
the provisions of this Bill. The question may arise whether retro- 
spective effect can In? given at all. In my opinion, there is no such 
bar. There is nothing in the (b'veninient of India Act which prevents 
jirovincial le^gislutures to give retrospective effect to any enactments 
made by tlie provincial legislature. 

Sir, provincial autonomy came into existence on the first day of 
April of this year, and the Ministers t(H>k over the charge of Gov- 
ernment on that day. The members of the legislature were also elected 
before that day. The Ministers have been drawing their salaries, as 
deteriniiKMl by His Kxcellency the Governor of Bengal, from the Ist 
day of April, 1937, on which date they took their oath bf office. If the 
Ministers an* entitled to draw their salaries from the date of their 
taking oath, theii* is no reason why the luemWrs of the legislature 
should be given their salaries from a different date. 

Sir, I have another amendment, viz., amendment No. 14, by which 
I want to provide that memliers should get their salaries from the date 
of their taking oath. Sir, if this amendment is not accepted by the 
House, there may arise an anomaly in case my amendment No. 14 is 
accept ( mI by the House. But whether my amendment No. 14 is accepted 
by the House or not, there .is no reason why this retrospective effect 
should not he given to this enactment, which j^oes to provide Hilaries 
and allowances for members of the legislature's.^ f my amendment 
No. 14 is accepted, the members will lie entitled to'^t their salariea 
from the date of their taking the oath; hut if, that amendment is not 
accepted, then there will be no harm caused in any way in giving 
retrospective effect to this enactment. % 

With these few words, Sir, I commend my amendmeait to the 
acceptance of the House. 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Babu Prem Hari Barma has moved the abort* 
amendment standing in his name, viz., that for clause 1 the 
fc^owing be substituted, namely: — 

« 

“(2) It shall bo deemed to have come into force from tho £nit day 
of April, 1937/’ 

Maulvi Abul Hashim, Mr. Rnsik Lai Biswas, Maulvi Pazlur Rahman 
Mukhtear, and Khan Bahadur Jalahiddin Ahmad have also given 
notices of amendments to the same effect, but those amendments do not 
arise at all after the amendment moved by Babu Prem Hnri Burma. 
If any one wants to speak on these amendments, he (uin ; or T may put 
Mr. Banna’s amendment straight to the vote. 

• 

The amendment of Babu Prem Flari Barinu was put and agreed to. 

The motion that chiii''e 1. as ainemled, stands part of the Bill, was 
put and agreed to. 


i'htitnv 

Sniut MANINDRA BHU8AN SINHA: T heg U) move that in 
(lause 2, in line a, utter the words “the President,” the words “and 
Deputy Presid<‘iit“ he in-'erted; that in (dause 2, in line 5, the word 
“and” he <nnitled, and in Ime ti, after the word “Speaker,” the words 
“and Dejnitx SjH'aker” he inserted; and that in <Iause 2, in line 6, 
after the word's “the said Asnemhly,” the following words 1 k> addiMl, 
namely : — 

“Parliainentarv Secretaries, Pnrliameutarv rnder-ScMTotarics and 
Parliamentary Private Secretaries, if any.” 

He s|K)ke in Bengali in sujijKut id' liis amendments. 


Mr. SPEAKER. The effect of the thret* amendments will be tliAt 
thej' will affect nf»t only the memhers hut also the President, the 
Deputy President, the Speaki r, the Deputy S|waker, as well us Parlia- 
mentift^' Secretaries, jjjarliamentary rnder-Secretaries, and Parliamen- 
tary Private Seej^ries, it any. I think it will be convenient, there- 
fore, if I put atl^hese three amendments together. It is no use putting 
them separately. 

Mr.^DMIREIIDRA NATH DATTA: I think, Sir, they should be 
ikit separately, because, so far aa Parliamentary Secretaries, Parlia^ 
mentary Under-I^ec^taries and Parliamentary Private Secretaries are 
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<joncerned, a difference will aiise, for, so far as the Prxliamexitary Sec- 
retaries, etc., aie concerned, they will get their pay, and in addition 
to that they will get#their emoluments as members, which the mover 
objects to. So a difficulty arises if you put them together*. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I understand your point. I think that it will 
satisfy the House if amendments Nos. 1 and 2 are put together, and 
amendment No. 3 separately. 

The following amendments were then put together and a division 
taken with the following result : — 

That in clause 2, in line 5, after the words “the President,'' the 
words “and Deifaty President" be inserted, and that in clause 2, in 
line 5, the word “and" be omitted, and in line 6, after the wmd 
^‘Speaker,’ the words “and Deputy Speaker" be inserted. 


AYES. 


AMiil Atit. MMitaa M<. 

Ab4gl Haftti, Khai SaliaiMr tyaa. 

Alial Naklm, Maalti. 

AbiMl Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Mtf. 

AKttl Jakbar, Maulvi. 

Ab^Hl Jabbar ralwaa, Mr. Mk. 

Abkal Majlk, Maulvi. 

Abkat Wabak, Maulvi. 

Abu NawaiR larkar. Maulvi. 

Abut ratal, Mr. Mk. 

Aekaryya Okaukkury. Makaraja laakl Kaata, at 
Muktaiacha, MyrnaHalufk. 

Artak All. Mr. 

Akmak All Mrikka. Maulvi. 

Akmak Kkaa, Mr. lyak. 

Atimukkin Akmak, Mr. 

SaRariM, Mr. r. 

•auarlaa, Mr. Pramatka Natk. 

•auariaa, Mr. tlbRatk. 

•auarji, Mr. batya Prlya. 

HuRarJaa, Mr. MauaraRjaa. 

Saiu, Mr. laRlaak Kumar. 

•hawmik, Dr. Dabiaka Skwikra. 

Hlawaa, Mr. Ilatik LaL 
■lawaa, Mr. luraakra Natk. 

Data, Mr. karat Obaakra. 

Shakrabarty, Sabu Naraakra Narayaa. 
Okakravarly, Mr. kallakra Nath. 

Skattapa^kyay, Sabu Harlpaka. 

Dkaukkurl, Nal Naraakra Nath. 

•kippaakala. Mr. k. W. 

Oaa, Itbu Makim Ohaakra. 

Dai, Habu Nakkaaath. 

Dai NapU, Nabu KlAiaiikra Nalb. 

Dai Nupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Dai tupte, Mr. Naraakra Natk. 

Dalta, Mr. DlOraakra Natk. 

Oaliil, Mr. Naraakra. 
ifutia, Mr. lakaaMr. 

Malta Nupta, Mlaa Mira. 


DuNa Maiumkar, Mr. NIhariaku. 

Imkakul Hakua, Kail. 

Paraaui, Nawab Hr Maklukkia, Kt.. at Rataapar. 
Patlur Rakmaa Muktaar, Mr. 

Nhaia, Mr. AtuI Kriikaa. 

Niaiukkia Akmak, Mr. 

Namat, Mr. S. A. 

Naiwami, Mr. Tulii Ohaakra. 

Nupta, Mr. kagaak Ohaakra. 

Nupta, Mr. k. N. 

Narung, Mr. Damkar liagk. 

Naftiakkia Okawkhury, Maalvl. 

Haiaa All Okawkhury, Mr. lyak. 

Nlmatalavka, Mr. PrabkukayaJ. 
kalalukkin Haikamy, Mr. lyak. 

Kkaitoa, Mr. Dahl Praaak. 

Kkaa, Mr. Dakaakra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atal Ohaakra. 

Raaku, Mr. Nlibitha Nath. 

Makiakkla Akmak, Dr. 

Maklukkia Okaakkary, Maalvl. 

Maktak, Makaraikumar Ukay Okaak. 
Mahtabukkia Ahmak, Kbaa Nabaknr. 

Maiti, Mr. H^Ja Nabarl. 

MaNra. Mr. luraakra Mubaa. 

Mali, Akwaita Kamar. 

Majumkar, Mra. Namapruva. 

Maiuaikar, Mr^lraakra Nalli. 

Maakal, Mr. kH^kfu Nath. 

Maalrukkla Akbaa0^alvi. 

Matibal Naaala, Mr. > » 

Muukarjaa, Mr. kyamapraaak. 

Mahammak Iblahim, Maalvl. 

Mufebarjat, Hr. 1. 

Makbarli, Dr. kharal Ohaakra.^ 

MaHIck, krtlat AabataMi. 

Paia, Mr. Naraka Praaaaaa. 

NaaNiakNIa Akamk, Mr. 

Nay, Mr. NamalkrMiaa. 

Nay, Hr. Ktraa kakPstr. 
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. Kty^ lb. KlilMri Pan. 
tt|p Sr. aftMiaUia NtHi. 

Ray, Ril •afealar KiMral Miatfra. 
tiayal, Or. Nalleaktha. 
ttayal. Mr. tatapka Itkkar. 

SM, Raka MagtMra Ratk. 


iaa, Ral Rakaiar 4a|aii Ifetaira. 
IkaaMaMla Akaial, Mr. M. 

Ikaaital Naia, Maalaaa. 
tiaka. Srljat Maaiaira Rkaiaa. 
tar, Mr. Haraatra Kaaiar. 

Tapariak, Ral Rakatar Maaafta LaN. 


NOES. 


Aktal Rari, Maatvi. 

Aktal Hall, Mr. Min 
Aktal Halt Mia, Mr. 

AMal Hakaan, Mr. 

Aklal HaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal HanM tkak, Maalvi. 

AMal KMar, Mr. 

AMal Kariai, Mr. 

Aktal LatH Riawat, Maalfi. 

Alilal MaJM, Mr. tyat. 

AMal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

Akialla-al MakaiaM, Mr. 

AMor Rakaiaa, Kkaa RakMar A. f. M. 

AMar Raakaat, Maalvi Ml. 

AMar Raaf, Kkaa taklk Maalvi I. 

AMar Raaf, Mr. tkak. 

AMaa tfcakaaa, Maalvi Mi. 

Akiiar Raia Ofcawikary, Kkaa RakMar. 

Akai Haakiai, Maalvi. 

Akal Haaaia, Mr. AkaiM. 

AMal Qaaaaai, Maalvi. 

Attak Haaaia Jaariar, Maalvi. 

AkaiM Ali, Kkaa lakik Maalaaa laajrvtpari. 
AkaiM Haaaia, Mr. 

Altaaaiiia AkaiM, Kkaa lakMar. 

AaiiavHak. Maalvi. 

Aaiir Ali. Mi. Mia. 

Araiatraag, Mr. W. L. 

AalM HaaaMa Kkaa, llaalvi. 

Atkar Ali, Maalvi. 

Raaaaraiaa, Mr. H. 0. 

Rarat Ali, Mr. Mi. 

Raraia, Raka Praaikari. 

Raraui, Mr. PaapalH. 

Raraiaa, Raka tkyaaia PraaM. 

Raraiaa, Raka upaMra Ratk. 

RIawaa, Raka Lakakail Rarayaa. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Craalali. Mr. L. M. 

Oat, Mr. Aaakal Ckaatra. 

Oaa, Mr. Maanakaa. 

Rata, Raka DtkakCra Ratk. 
likar, Mr. Upaairaaatk. 

ParkM Rata Okaarikary, Mr. M. 

Parfcat Rika Kkaaaia, Rm^m* ^ 

Paalal Hap, tka Haa'Ma Mr^ K. 

Partat Qaaiir, Kkaa RakM^ Haahri. 

Paalar Rakaiaa, Mr. * ^ 

Pariaaaa, Mr. R. H. 

RaaiaMlar, Mr« E. 0. * 

R Iaaa M la AkaMi Ckaaikary, Mr. 

Rclaai tarvrar Ha^al, Mr. tkak tyM. 

SrtffRki, Mr. C. 

WA kManak ,*tka Haa'kla RaariR RakMar K., af 
Daata. 

NaaMwMia AkauML Kkaa taklk. 

Wat aaana aMa, MaaivI Mi. # 


Hatkaai Ali Kkaa, Kkaa RakMar. 

Hailaa MartkM, Mrt. 

HataaiaHy iaaiaiar, Kkaa taklk. 

HaywaM. Mr. Ragart. 
lirii AkaiM Mia, Mr. 

Itpahaai, Mr. M. A. H. 
iatiaiaiiia AkaiM, Mr. 

Kakiraiila Kkaa, Kkaaatakik. 

Kataai Ali Mina, takikiMa Kawaa iak tyM. 
MaeLaaakiaa, Mr. 0. t. 

MafMira, Mr. L. T. 

Maaiai, Mr. Aairlta Lai. 

Manial, Mr. Raaka Rakarl. 

Maaiai. Mr. Rirat Okaaira. 

Maaiai. Mr. iagat Okaaira. 

Maaiai, Mr. Kriikaa PraaM. 

Masai Ali Kkaa Paaai. MaaivI. 

MHIar, Mr. 0. 

Mailaia All Mtllak, Maalvi. 

Mataanaal Hag, Maalvi Mi. 

Makaaiaiai Atiai, Kkaa taklk Maalvi tyM. 
Mtkaaiiaai Ali, Kkaa RakMar. 

MakaaiaiM likagas, Maalvi. 

MakaaiaiM lirall, Maalvi. 

MakaaiaiM Iliiigaa, Mr. tyM. 

MakaaiaiM talaiaiaa, Mr. 

Malllek, tka Haa'kia Mr. Makaaia Rakary. 

Malliak, Mr. Palla Rakary. 

Maakarraff Hasaaia, tka Haa’Ma Rawak, Kkaa 
RakMar. 

Maatacaswal Hagaa, Mr. tyM. 

Raaiy, tka Haa'kia Makarala trte Okaaira, at 
Kasiaikatar. 

Raiaratlak, RaarakiMa K. 

Raatkar Ali. tka Haa'Ma Maalvi tyM. 

Ratiaiaiila, tka Haa'Ma Kk»a)a lir K.O.I.I. 
Riaiai#, Mr. T R. 

Rtaraiila, Mr. K. 

Pattaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa RakMar A. M. L. 

Ralkat, tka Haa'kia Mr. Praaaaaa DM. 

Rallkaiila Tarafiar, Maalvi. 

Rataar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Rasa, Mr. i. R. 

Ray, tka Haa’Ma tir Rljay PraaM tlagk, Kt 

Ray, Mr. 0kaaaa|ay. 

tMamiila AkaiM, Mr. 

tairaiifa Akani, HaJL 

taUai, Mr. t. A. 

tarfcar, Raka Maikaaaiaa. 

tartar, tka Haa’Ma Mr. Hall4l Raajaa. 

taralal lalaai, Mr. 

takakaMta, Mr. KkvaJa 041,1. 

tkakMgll, Mr. 

tlufka, Raka Kakatra RMli. 

takrtvariy, tka Haa’Ma Mr. H. t. 

TaaHaaMHi Kkaa, Maalvi. 
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tlialnir, Mr. PrMMika Raala*. 

TaM AkMi fikMMkary, MMihri NMI. 
Wallar RakaiM, MMlvi. 

WMt, Mrs. EII«R. 


VwMirt Mina. 

Vamf AH kkaakkanr. Mr. 
Zakar Aknak kkaakkarf, Mr. 


The Ayes being 91 and Noes 118, the motions were lost. 


The Hoffl'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Goyernment ia 
prepared to aocept amendment No. 3. 

The motion wai put and agreed to. 

The SPEAKER: The position, therefore, is that in this Bill a 
“Memlier” means a Member either of the Bengal I^/egislative Council 
or of the Assembly other than tlie Governor’s Council of Ministers, the 
Vresident, the speaker and Parliamentary Secretaries, Parliamentary 
Tf^nder-Secretaries and Parliamentary Private Secretaies, if any. 

The motion that clause 2, as amended, stands part of the Bill was 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 3. 


Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: 1 beg to move til at clause 
3 be omitted. 

He spoke in Bengali. 


(Adjounnncnf .) 

The House W4is then adjourned lor 15 minutes. 


(After (idj<>urnuwn4 .) 

A nMmbor from tho left: On a iK>int of order, Sir. Section 72 of 
the Government of India Act provides for the fixing of the salary and 
allowances of the members of the Legislature. The provision is man- 
datory and so the amendment nnned by Babu Manindra Bhusan Sinha 
is perfectly out of order. Section T2 of the Government of India Act 
reads: “Menilrers of Provincial Legi.slaiive A.^semblies and Legislative 
Councils shall be entitled receive such salaries and allowances as 
may from time to time be determined by Act of the Provinciali Ijegis- 
lature.” So the amendment is perfectly out of ^jHer. 

\ , 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 do not think that this amendment is out of order. 
If it was 8o,*l would have ruled it out and for the very simple reason 
that when a LiBgialnture has the power to pass an AcV It has the 
inherent power not to pa.ss an Act and that being so it is perfectly 
within the scope of the House to decide to give the salary or not io 
give it. Therefore I think the point of order do^ not arise. 
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(Babu Manindra Bhusan Sinha continued speaking in B^gali and 
^ vhan be was appealing to tbe members as Hindus, Muhammadans and 
Gbmiians.) 


m. SPEAKER: Order, order. I would appeal to Mr. Sinha not 
to bring in either Hindu or Muhammadan question when he refers to a 
member. It has already turned the debate lo a i>oint to which it has 
been difficult to put a atop and it would have been better if the debate 
would have taken another turn. I again appeal to the members of the 
Hou.se that in referring to the member only to do so as meml)er without 
the complexion of race, colour or creed. 


The next amendment stand.s in the name of Babu Bremhari Barma. 
I find that this amendment is ab.solutely unnecessary. 

Mri J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Sir, I beg to state that, since I sent 
notice of the amendment certain facts have come to my knowledge. 
In the light of those fat^ts I do not pwpose to waste either my time or 
the time of the House 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you are not going to move your amendment, 
I do not think it is neces,sary for you to make a statement. 


Mr. SYEO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in clause •!, in line 2, tor the words “one hundreri and twenty-five 
rupees,” the wbrds “two hundred and fifty rupees” be substituted. 

Sir, in moving this aiuendment at the very start I would like to 
make it absolutely clear that I am at one with my friend, Manindra 
Babu, who has moved for the total deletion of this clause. Sir, I not 
only declare but proclaim on the floor of this House that if it is the 
intention of this House not to accept any pay, I do not j)roj)ose to take 
a farthing us a member of this House. I propose to make it clear that 
if we are to accept au^ salary, certainly we must accept a descent 
salary. Even a clerk in the Calcutta Corporation office gets a pay of 
Rs. 45 — 150. I must say, if 1 am permitted to do so, that all of us, 
barring the Secretary, Assistant Secretary and the Reporters, ere all 
equal as members^ tHe legislature. It is only by a pure and simple 
accident that wme of us have become Ministers (laughter); and some 
have not. But Sir, with regard to status, position and respectability 
as members there is nb difference at all. Individually ^hare may be 
some differences as between Ministers and members and between mem- 
bers and members. In intellectual ability and in physical strength 
there may be some difference. I not uifderstand how far it is fair, 
how far it is justifiable to pxopose a pay of Rs. 125 for members of this 
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House when the Chief Minister will get Rs. 3,000 and the other 
Ministers Rs. 2,500. It is neither fair nor desirable to propose to pay 
the members Rs. 125, There are some people possessing far greater 
intellectual capability than some of the Ministers but they are not 
Ministers. 

Sir, my friend over there on the Congress bench has said and very 
clearly said that he does not want money for serving the country as a 
member of this House. 

(Here the speaker wanted to 8j)eak in Bengali and uttered a few 
words.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, Mr. Hashemy you cannot address 
the House in Bengali. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: 1 submit, Sir, that I can 
Bi^eak very fluently in Bengali. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, you must a(‘rept my decision. I 
know you can speak in English very well. 

Mr. SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: My friend said that there 
is no connection between money and efficiency. It is undoubtedly a 
fact hut there is connection between money and Ministership; there is 
connection between money and memhersliip of this House. Can any 
of my friends deny that they have not spent a large amount cf money 
U) be returned as members of this House (Laughter) ? If I take Rs. 250 
as salaries and if I can spend a part of it in improving the condition 
of my constituents — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hashemy, I would ask you to leave those 
tales aside as far as possible. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I have been an 
extremist and shall always remain an extremist;, I know of no middle 
course. 1 ask my friends on the left to pause and consider for a 
momeiftobow they can accept a salary so low (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Stjheawardy: Unbecoming ’also.) — my friend Mr. Suhrawardy says 
unbecoming — really. Sir, it is unbecoming. £o, they shoulcf either 
accept my amendment or do away with the salary or as has been 

done in the Punjab we can agree to a halting allowancb of Rs. 20 per 
diem and a conveyance allowance of Rs. 2} pec day. That would be 
more dignified^ (Dr. Nalinaksha SAmrAn: That would, also, save 
you from income-tax.) My friend. Dr. Sanyal, tells me* that it will 
aka save us from income-tax^. I have considered this matter and have 
Considered it seriously as to why* it is that under the ciroumstanoes 
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tbf Hon'ble the Finance Minister has suggested Rs, 126 only as 
emoluments for members of the legislature. Can it be that he considers 
thtt Hhe status of members of the legislature is not such that they 
should noUbe given o pay more than Rs. 125 per month? Or can it bo 
that he considers that we should accept this salary of Rs. 126 per 
mensem with satisfaction? Or can it be that by adding Rs. 26 more with 
his consent to •what has already been proposed we shall be satisfied? 
I say, Sir, and would suggest with your permission that let us at least 
on this occasion only — we have differed on many occasions — but at least 
on this particular occasion let us unite and vote unitedly for this 
amendment. (Loud cheers.) Sir, I was very glad when I found that 
Mr. Chippendale also gave notice of a similar amendment, but to my 
utter surprise I find he has fallen back. Can it be that he does not 
propose to give us even the minimum salary that caH be accepted by 
any self-respecting member of the two Chambers? What may be the 
earthly reason for Mr. Chippendale withdrawing? And I also appre- 
hend that he may not perhaps be voting with me! I think Sir, it would 
be better for us as members of this House to refuse the salary suggested 
by ray friend Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha. I know him 
personally: he is really an ideal man, but we cannot accept the low 
amount suggested by him. I can assure you that before I came hero 
and was sworn in as a member of this House, I had no knowledge of 
the existence of section 72 of the Government of India Act. Therefore, 
I was surprised to le.vtn from rny friends that 1 would get a salary. 
But, Sir, 1 had no idea of getting or accepting any salary as a member 
of the legislature. What is the position in America and other places? 
My friend, Mr. Syainuprasad Mo(jkerjee, will perhaps be good enough 
to enlighten us* about the conditions in England, where, in recent times, 
particularly, the salary of a member of the House of (\)mmons has 
been increased from £4(ff) to £600 per annum. Why should my 
European friends grudge us if we get Us. 250 per month? Sir, follow- 
ing the precedent of the British Parliament, 1 hope— and very strongly 
hope — that my Euro|)ean friends will vote for my motion, which is 
indeed very moderate. Sir, we are here as members of the legislature, 
and I am serious in ffidving this amendment. I think, Sir, tbare are 
no alternatives left but to accept Rs. 250 or not to accept any salary 
at all. I appeal to my friends through you. Sir, to consider tUamatter 
seriously, and decide on their pourse of aAion accordingly. With these 
few words. Sir. I conniiend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

0 

Maulvi ABbUL HA8HIM: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 0, iu 
line 2, for the words, '“one hundred and twenty-five” the words “one 
hundred and fifty” be substituted. 

Sir, I did not desire to make any speech to-day but after the very 
Brilliant speech delivered by my .CongiwA friend Sreejut Manindns 
Bhusan Sinha I think it is my duty to explain my position as to why 
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I am moving my amendment. If a member is to be judged by the pay 
he gets, then surely a member who takes no salary is better than the 
one who is unwilling to work without a salary. Sir, members oi this 
House and of the Upper House used to get a daily allowance of Bs. 10 
during their stay in Calcutta in connection with the discharge of their 
duties as members of the legislature. Before us here to-day is a Gov- 
ernment Bill and many amendments have been tabled* to some of its 
provisions. They propose to pay to the members of this legislature a 
salary in addition to what they used to get as allowances. The net 
result of my amendment, if accepted, will be that members of this 
legislature, that is, members of both Houses will get a salary of Rs. 150 
per month in addition to what they are getting as allowances, now. 
By rough calculation this would mean an additional expenditure of 
5 lakhs and 50 i^housand. Now, Sir, this House must answer before 
they decide what to do with this amendment, one question, namely, 
whether the expenditure of so much money for the members of both 
the Houses will be beneficial to the poor tax-payers of Bengal. How- 
ever, much a member may be justified in demanding a salary in consi- 
deration of the sacrifice that he has to make in connection with his 
duties here, if this House answers the question in the negative, I do not 
think this House can then sanction this money. I do not move this 
amendment because I think that members are entitled to get a com- 
pensation for their [lersonal inconveniences and sacrifices, but I do 
sincerely believe that it will be to the interest of the people if members 
of this Assembly and of the Coumdl are given the salary that I propose 
in my amendment. Sir, there was a time when occupying a seat in the 
legislatriire wa.s the monojxdy of the rich. On one occasion while con- 
ducting a mortgage suit in the civil court in Burdwan orfe of my lawyer 
friends referring to the defendant who was a Muhammadan remarked 
that the Muhammadans of Bengal were a nation of borrowers. Sir, 
there was a time when occupying a seat in the legislature was the 
monopoly of rich money-lenders and zamindars. 

Mr# SPEAKER: Order, order. You cannot characterise the 
moQQd)«rs who function under the legislature in this way. You cannot 
make any reflection on the House. 

MMivi ABOUL HABHINi: I was not going to make any reflec- 
tion on the legislature or on its members, but I “wan^^ust going to show 
that salary-taking will be quite justified in view of rich men who 
constituted — 

Mr. SPEAKER:^ If you had sai^ that most of the members were 
of this class and of 4hat class, you would have been in ord^ but when 
you say that that was the cdB|positi9n of the entire House, that is irhei% 
yuu come to make an objectionable Matement. 
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ItaiHvi ABDUL NAtHIM: All right, Sir. Now things haro 
changed, and eTen a poor man like myself finds himself occupying a 
seal tn this magnificent building. Sir, an economic war has already 
been starts with the poor, I mean with the exploiters on the one side 
and the exploited on the other. In this economic struggle poor people 
cannot win unless an absolute majority of the seats in this AssemUy 
be occupied by. their true and efficient representatives. I will with 
your permission take an example from my own district. The Maharaj 
Kumar of Burdwan, the eldest son and heir of the Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan, one of the richest zemindars in India, has come 
here after giving a crushing defeat to a poor Congress nominee who I 
believe is one of those who are entitled to style themselves as real and 
true servants of the people. Sir, however much we may talk philosophy, 
money is a great and a very powerful weapon. If the*Maharaj Kumar 
in this Assembly works for his constituency, I wotdd admire him as 
a hero but if he safeguards the interests of his own class as against the 
interests of his constituency, I will not he surprised. If from the 
heights of imagination we come down to hard realities, we come to this 
that the poor tax-payers cannot send their true and efficient repre- 
sentatives and cannot keep them here care free and independent unless 
they pay them just that much money that i.s absolutely necessary to 
continue their existence and among other things sufficient to enable 
them to fight elections after every five years. (A MRunKR ; what, 
accumulation of money out of this salary.^) Sir, the Congress party 
here as well as my friends of the opposition characterise the present 
ministry as a ministry of Knights, Xawabs, Rjijas and Mahamjas. But, 
Sir, if members of this legislature W made to work without any salary 
or even with infufficieiii salaries, I am afraid tliat in no lime the entire 
Assembly and the Council will come to he composed of Knights, Nawabs, 
Rajas and Maharajas, whiMi I believe will be disastrous to Bengal; I 
mean to the poor people of Bengal. We should not only take into 
consideration what we actually do or what we have to suffer by our 
work her© in the Assembly, but we should also take into serious consi- 
deration what we do inside the House and also what we do outside the 
House — at any rate what we ought to do outside the House to anielidmte 
the condition of our people. 

Sir, we should not only take into consideration whaf we actually do 
and what we have to suffer financially on 'account of our work here in 
this Assembly, but it will also have to be considered what we do inside 
and outside this Hi^se and what we ought to do outside the House to 
ameliorate the condition of our people. Now, Sir, I further submit 
that if a member of thi« Assembly is to faithfully dischori^e his duties 
both inside and outside the Assembly as a representative of the people 
of Bengal, h*e will not have spare time for aamifig a private income. 
Oa the other hand, if a gentleman js to tbek to his private earning, 
he would have scarcely ahy spare liine to look after the interests of his* 
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constituency. In this view of the matter 1 believe that the best interests 
of the poor and starving millions of Bengal will be served not by not 
spending Es. 5 lakhs but by spending it wisely and carefully. 1 know, 
Sir, I have lost a very nice chance of getting press applausp owing to 
my inability to support what my learned friend on the other side of 
the House Sri jut Manindra Bhusan Sinha has said. 1 do not support 
my honourable friend Mr. Hashemy^s proposal because in considera- 
tion of the revenues of Bengal I think that we should set an example 
that charity begins at home. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: 1 beg to move that in clause 3, in 
the last line, after the words “per mensem” the words “with effect 
from the date on wliich he takes his oath” be added. 

Mfi Ml 8AM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, after we have passed' clause 
1 can he njove itl^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As I read the Bill, the clause will run thus: 
“There shall be paid to each member a salary at the rate of such and 
such per mensem with effect from the date on which he takes his 
oath.” So far as this A(*t is concerned it will take effect from Ist 
April 1937 and will have a place in the Statute Book and by the law 
of interpretation it is reasonable to hold that a member w’ho cannot 
take his oath on that date, will not get his allowance for the previous 
period although he is a member as s(M)n as the election is over. The 
introduction of these few words will have tin* effect that a member 
will get his allowance from the date on which he takes his oath. 
Otherwise there will be an inconsistent position as to the date from 
which a member is to draw his allowance. This amendment is only 
intended to make that clear. 

Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: The motive of my amendment is 
very clear. Otherwise difficulty will arise as to the date from which 
a member will get his salaiy', as it may be said that he will get his 
salary from the date on which this Act comes into force. In order 
to make that point clear, I have suggested in my amendment that the 
salaiy should be drawn from the date on which a member takes his 
oath. A further question arises as regards drawing this salary from 
a back date. We find from section 72 that “^members of the provin- 
cial legislature shall be entitled to receive such salaries and allowances 
AS may from time to time be determined by Acts of the provincial 
Legislature and until provision in this respect is so made they shall 
be entitled {o dniw allowances at kuch rates, etc.” The first part 
speaks of salary and allowances and the second part does not speak 
of salary. There is no provision that a member sfiould get his allow- 
ance from back date but under ihg first part of the section he is 
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lifttitled to get Bis salary' from the date on which he takes his oath. 
With these few words I move my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 


• 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I desire to support the 
amendment, if I may, moved by Maiilvi Alnil Hoshim, because I 
admire the spirit of sincerity and truth wbirli has actuated him to 
move this amendment before the House. It is a wonderful oppor- 
tunity for members of this House to come forward and plead the 
cause of the poor distressed people outside and thereafter at the time 
of the next election to claim a certain amount of credit for self- 
sacrifice. At that time it will not be (huuandcd ns to how much that 
particular member has drawn as his salary or as allowance. What 
will be pre.sented |>ossihl\ before the voters is the motion which was 
moved in the House and the manner in which it was moved. Maulvi 
Abul Hashim therefore at the time of the next election may he con- 
fronted with the sj)eech of a meniher who claimed that if he happened 
to he returned he would never claim either salary or allowances. 
Foi this reas(m I do admire the .spirit of truth winch has moved him 
and the sincerity with whi(’h he has appealed to this House to grant 
to the memhers of the Asseinhly and of the Council a salary^ of Rs. 150. 
T’ndt‘i the i)resent conditions there can he little doubt that the mem- 
hers of the As.senihl\ who will he called upon to work 


Mr. SYED JALALUDOIN HAtHEMY: On a point (»f order, 
Sir. The Hon’ble Finance Minister has introduced a Hill and in 
th.nt Bill h(* .suggested a salary of Rs. 1*.,^') to the memhers. Now^, as 
all the Ministers have joint responsibilty, can another Minister support 
the aniendmeiit of a privi^e member Is he justifietl in supporting 
the amendmi'iil of Maulvi Ahul Hashim I' 


Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I might say, whether there is a joint 
responsibility or separate responsibility it is not niy concern. It is for 
the ministry to say as to how they should w'ork. I think it is (piite open 
to the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy to move an amendment and it is quite 
open to the Hoii’ble Mr. N, R. Barker to take his course of action. 

ThS Hon’blt Mr. li. 8. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, I think I am 
entitled to give in^P'views. 

In the present juncture when the members will have to attend 
day after day possibly* for months together to discuss apd decide the 
fate of the province, it is only legitimate that they should be paid a 
certain amoliiit of allowance for the sacrifice which this will entail. 
When I do hear whenever a case of ^expenditure is considered that if 
this expenditure was saved it %ouId be spent upon the poor and 
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miserable people of Bengal I am reminded of tbe case of tbe rich man 
who whenever he saw an object to which he could subscribe always 
said he intended to subscribe to something wortheir and in ^e end 
he subscribed to nothing at all. I do not think that the money that 
will be saved would be spent positively either on this particular head 
or the other particular head and everj’ case will have to be considered 
on its own merits and not judged by the question as to whether this 
money if saved might be spent on such and such object. My opinion 
is therefore that the members are most definitely entitled to a certain 
amount of remuneration. Now, why has a sum of Bs. 150 (and not 
a larger or smaller amount) been fixed has been pertinently asked by 
Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy. He, of course, has avoided the issue 
by laying the blame on the House for the passage of any particular 
allowance. He would not take the money if it is not passed by the 
House and would take it if it is passed by the House (Voick: May be 
a matter of option). I shall be greatly intrigued* if some were to 
exercise their option : it is perfectly true nobody can force one to take 
his allowance. 

The only thing that strike.s me is tliis : Reforms means a larger 
amount of expense to tbe oouiitrv and when one demanded the Reforms 
one knew perfectly well that they would mean a larger expense than 
when ihe Reforms were not here. 

Mf« SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy >ou can continue your speech 
to-morrow. I must now adjourn the House. 


Adjournmant. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 13th 
August, 1957, at the Assembly House, CalcutUi. 



Piroceediiift of At Benfal Lefidmtive Aatenbly MtomUodi 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 13th Augast, 1937, at 4-45 p.m. 


Pressfil: 

Mr. Speaker (the HoH’hle Khan Bahadur M. Azizvl Haque, O.I.K.) 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers ami 220 elected members. 

• 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: The other day in connectioa 
with the interjMreta1i(m of section S2 ot the Govtunment of India Act 
when \ou gave >oiir ruling \ou were pleascMl to say that you would 
give your lea.sons for the ruling later on. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think it will 1 h‘ iKJssible for me to do 
so to-day, but .some time next week 1 propose to do so. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were grren) 

Construction of the propoood Tangi-Tsngail Railumy lint. 

•S2. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Cojnmunicationv and Works Dej^artinent l)e p]eaMe<l to 
state — 

(t) the steps, if any, taken by Government for the conHtructifm 
of the propt>sed Tangi-Tangail liailwmy line; and 
(ii) whether there is any likelihmid of the construction of the 
projKwed line being taken uj% in the near future P 

• 

MINISTER S ohargt of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DERARTMEI/T (tht Hon'Me Mahara|a Sria Ohandra Nand^, of Kaaii» 
biZir): (i) Governm^it apjK)inte<l a (^>mmittee in 1934^ to investigate 
the problems of public health, sanitation, drainage and waterways in 
connection with the construction of the Railway line. The Ck.mmittee*s 
report is still awaited. ^ * 

(ii) Nothing can be siated^/llefinit^y. 

# * * • 
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Mbu NACENORA NATH SEN: What is the length of the line 
and also the personnel of the Coininittee P , 

Tlw Hmi'M* Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANOY, of Ki^mbaiar: 

I would require notice. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN! May I know whether any private 
company has offered a tender to make the railway? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, ef Kasimbazar: 

I want notice. 

Mfi MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZs Hus the (\nninittee been takings u 
keen interest in this matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

1 exjiect so. 

Mfe MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: When will the re]>ort be available? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of KasintfMzar: 

I understand that the Committee hud apjKnnted a sub-committee and 
this suli-committee is makinj^ an inspection of the route along which 
the projHised railway lim* will lie constructed; so it is ver>' difficult 
to give an idea alniut the time wlien they would submit their report. 
1 have every hoiie that they would submit their report by the end of 
the next cold weather. 


Additlonail exponditure involved on acoount of the introduction of nm 

Constitution^ 

*53. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Detmrtment Ik? pleased tcT state the amounts 
of additional exiienditure in thi.s province involved under different 
accounts as u direct result of the iutrcMluction of the refonned consti- 
tution, and showing the heads of such exjienditure? 

MINi8TER in ohvga of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho HoiPirfo 
Mr. Nolini Ronjm Earkar): A statement is laid on the table. 



rtferred lo in (he answer to starred question No. 53 of additional expenditure involved on account 

of new Constitution. 


QUESTIONS. 



(a) Hitherto borne bj the Central Government. 


QUESTIONS. 
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•Non-recurring. 

(a) Hitherto borne by the Central Oovi 


IWT.] QUESTIONS. Ml 

■abu NACENORA NATH SEN: What has be«& dot^ witk the 
linotjpe mficliines for printing electoral rolls against which Rs. 139,000 
is shown. 

The Hofl’ble Mr, NALINI RANJAN SARKERf It has already 
been purchased* for the purixise ot printing forms, etc., in connectioo 
with the election. 


Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYALi Is no additional expenditure on 
account of the Ministers and their staff contemplated P 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER; 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Is n<> atlditional expenditure on 
account of the salary of the inemliers of the l*n>vincial Legislature 
contemplated ^ 

The Hofi’bla Mr. NALINI RANilAN BARKER; The salary of 
Memln^rs which will he jmsseil here is not < onteiniilated. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAXUMDAR: How many seats have 
been provided in the (’ouncil (’hainlH»r for Hs. 


The Hon’bto Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: I want notiie. 


Non-aoknowtedgment of letter and telegrams addreeaed to the Depart- 
ment of Co-operative Booteties by the Co-operative Central Banks. 

*54. Mtuivi ABDUL BARI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indejitedness Department aware — 

• 

(i) that urgent lexers and telegrams from (\j-oiN‘rutive Ontral 
Banj^.s addressed to the Dejrartiiient of ( V^.oi»i»rative SiK’ie- 
ties remain unanswered creating di'<advunttiges in the 
•working of fhe hanks; 

(n) thaLno reply was received by the SecictaiT of the Berhainf>oie 
Central Co-operative Bank to hi.s letter with respect to the 
distribution of dividends, from the Assistant Registrar til} 
the 7th July,; and 
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<(m) that reminders were sent by letters on the 27th and the 28th 
June, 3rd July and by telegrams on the 1st and the 6th July 
laat? 

(h) Do Government contemplate taking any action with a view to 
remedying the state of affairs? 

MINISTER in charge of GO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick): (a) (i) I am not aware of such instances. 

(ii) The letter from the Secretary of the Berhainpore Central Co- 
operative Bank applying for the distrilmtion of dividend was received 
by the Assistant Begistrar, Ihesideiuy Division, on the 14th June, 
1937, and his order thereon refusing ]>ayinent of dividend was com- 
municated to the Bank on the ‘Jfith June, 1937. 

(iti) The reminders and the wire were repiesentations to the 
Assistant Registrar for reconsideration of his decision referred to above. 
The Assistant Registrar’s final decision was communicated with his 
letter No. dated the Gth July, 1937. 

(h) The ijuestion does not arise. 

River Naboganga. 

*55i Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE, (a) Is the Hon^hle Minister 
in charge of the (Communications and Works (Irrigation'! Department 
aware that the river Nahaganga in the distiict of Jessoi;e is being silted 
up? 

{h) If the answer to {a) is in the aftiriaiative, do the Government 
contemplate urging u|H)n the district authorities to make an enquiry 
into the matter in consultation with the Engineer of the District Board 
of Jessore to find out ways and means with a view to stop further silt^ 
ing up of the said river? 

The Hon’bie Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of KastnSiazar: 

(a) Since the oi>ening of the Ghuznavi Cut in 1934, the discharge in the 
river has htn^n increased and no appreciable increase in siltation has 
taken place. , * 

(h) The measures for improving this and other rivers in the district 
of Jessore are under consideration in consultation with the District 
Officer and the District Board. ‘ 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: What is the source of his information 
jn this matter? Did he visit the. place [>ersonally or did he get tke 
report from some officer? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. My friend very well knows that 
wken^a question is asked by a member, he can obtain as much infor> 
mation as is available from the Minister but the question as to the 
source of information hardly arises out of that si)ecific matter. 


A mamber: Is it not a fact that on account of scarcity of water 
the steamer connection has already l)eeu stopped, and is there any ways 
and means to remove that inconvenienced 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8Ri8 CHANDRA NANDY, ef Kaslmbazar: 

I want notice. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the HonMde Minister kindly 
la> the table the corresjmndence referred to in anewer (h)? 

The Hon’bie Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimbazar: 

No. 


Discharge of certain employees from 8aidpiir Railaray Workshope. 

*56. Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charpre of the (’ommuncations and Works IKqiartment 
aware — 

(/) that about bOO einjiloyees (local i>eople) have been discharged 
from the Saidpur Railway Workshops; and 
(n) uj>-c(>untr\ men have Ik^cii taken in (heir place!" 

{h) If the answer to ia) i^ in the aifirmative, in the Uoirblc Minister 
considering (lie desirability^of — 

(i) making an inquiry into the mattei ; and 

(u) publishing the result of the inquiry in a statement V 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimbazar: 

{a) It is not a fact that 5(10 Hengali empb»yees have been discharged 
from the Saidpur Railway Wtwkshops and up-country men have been 
taken in their jdace. 

ib) poes not arise. 

Babu K8 HETr)( NATH 8INCHA: If not 50<), how many were 
di8char.ged. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order: It would have been l»etter for the 
gentleman w^ho gave notice of thi.s question not to have put the definite 
number 600. The proper form woi^d have* been whether any person^ 
has been discharged or ^ot. 
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Bibli KtHETRA NATH BINCHA: Has any person been dis- 
charged P , 

Th* Hon'Ma Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of kasimbaar; 

I want notice. 


Ml*a NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Hus the Hon’ble 
Minister ascertained from the District Magistrate of the place as to 
whether any employee has been discharged and if so, how many? 


Tha Hofi’Me Maharaja BRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I have only as^certained whether 500 persons had l)een discharged or 
not; so I am not aware if any single employee has been discharged. 


Control of ferries by non-Bengalis in certain districts. 

•S7. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(i) that a large number of the ferries in the districts of Murshi- 
dabad, Nadia and Jessore are l)eing controlled by non- 
Bengali interests; 

(u) that the local boatmen have l)een ousted by l>oatmen from an 
adjoining province; 

(Hi) that at some of the imixirtant ferry ghats, particularly at Azim- 
ganj and Kadharghut in the district of Murshidabad and 
at Nabadwip t/hat in the district of Nadia, the lessees do not 
maintain an ade<iuate and regular supply of ferrj'-boats and 
persons have to cross the river in privately hired boats; and 

(fr) that full ferry-f;/<«f charges are levied from such j^ersous whe- 
ther they use private boats or not ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hoii’ble 
Minister lx? pleased to state what steps he contemplates taking in this 
matter P 

Tho Hon’blo Maharaja SRIt CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) and (b) (i) Only 29 out of 159 ferries in these districts have been 
settled with non-Bengalis. Ferries are usually settled with the highest 
bidder. 

(u) It is a fact that many boatmen are non-Bengalis. BoaOmen 
are engaged by the lessees? of ferries and Government have no hand in 
the matter. 
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(Hi) Cmui^aints have been received about the ferry awvioea at A aim , 
ganj wd Radharghat. The District Magistrate is being asked to take 
necessary steps for the improvement of these ferry services. 

• 

(tr) Yes. Ferry charges are leviable under the law even w|^ii 
private boata are used. 


BabU NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Is it not a fact that if an entire 
private boat is hiretl, the ferryman also (barges tolls for it? 


Mfa 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On a point of order, Sir. 
While answering the (jnestions {a) and (A), the Hon’ble Minister has 
taken (a) and (h) (/) together. Is it in order to give answers in this 
form which hu.s simply confused the wh(de issued 


Mr. SPEAKER: I.s it not withm my jstwer to dinn t as to the form 
in which an answer should lie put. Hut memliers are fully entitled 
to put supplementary (jU(“»tions if the i»rint(*d answer does not satisfy 
them and is not, in their o|>inion, to the point. 

Tha Hon’bie Mtharajt SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of KatimlNuari 

As far n.s I am aware, that i.s the law. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (iv) 
whicli law does not refer to? 


The Hon’blo Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kuimbaiar: 

I want notice. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state whether the law really does ]»rovide for levy when a 
man simply uses the ferry ghat ? 


The Hofi'Mo Miharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of KMimbizar: 

As far as I ara*aware, if a man leaves the ghat, he has got to pay for 
it. 


. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that at the Nnba- 
ghat if a man gets down to ithe river even though he may not 
cross the river, he has ,fot to pay the toll?^ 
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The Hofi’Ole Maharfija SRIt CHANDRA NANDY» of Kaamibazars 

I want notice. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
preptirecl to hold an encjuin^ into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I could not exactly follow in what connection the honourable member 
desires me to hold an enquiry. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: This is a request for action, and the best way 
to do HO is to write t(» the Tlon’hle Minister. 


A Member: Will the II on ‘hie Minister l>e pleasinl to state w^hether 
a ferry charjffe is leviable when a jMivate boat is used by an owner 
for his |>er8onal use? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I think this (juestion haidly arises because this 
is a (juestion of law. The object with whi(‘h a su|)plementary question 
is to lie put is certainly not to j^et the lejral opinion of the Minister 
or anylKxly else. If anybody finds that a ferry’ charge has been 
improperly imposed, it is open to him to brin^? necessary action against 
such an imposition, but a sujijdementary question enquiring whether 
it is leviable or not hardly arises. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is the lUm ble Minister 
aware that there is such u code as the Bengal Ferry Seiwice Code? 


The Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

Yes. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL B18WA8: W hy are ferry ghats settled with non- 
Bengalis ? 


Tha Hoci*bia Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of KasiiMiazar: 

I hnve already said that ferries are settled with the highest Inddar; 
.no question therefore arises about settling them with non-Bengalis. 
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fees are realised under the Bengal Ferry Service Code? 

Thf Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANOY, of Kaaimbaiart 

Yes. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: When the Hon'ble 
Minister was asked, with reference to (ir), as to the law under whiclv 
a fee is levied, he wanted notice; and just now he has said in reply 
to another (luestion that such fees are realised under the Bengal Ferry 
Service C\>de; will the II on’ hie Minister he jdeased to reconcile hia 
two statements? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaiiiib«ars 

Sir, I have nothing further to add. 



Rooruitment of section-holders for the Bengal Government Prees. 

^58. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: {a) Will the Hon’hlo 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department \w; pleased to state 
whether it is the practice in the Bengal Goveniinent Press to recruit 
temporary or permanent section-holders from amongst the senior hands 
in the Composing Section? 

(h) Is the Ilori’hle Mini>ter aware that the ap|>ointmeni of new 
hands from outside or from the apprentict^ io fill the ptrsts of ser'tion- 
holders causes more overhead charge than the appointment of senior 
bands in the (’om[)OHing Section? 

(c) If the answer to (//) is in the affinnatrve. will the TTon’ble 
Minister }m‘ |deased to state whether the Government pro|x>se to fill the 
posts of section-]K>ld(‘r only by promotion from amongst the men in 
the ComiKjsing Section? If not, why not? 

(d) Will the Hon’ hie Minister be also pleased to state — 

{{) the nunrlier of section-holders in the Bengal Government 

Press ; 

(ii)»the number apjxrinted* from the apprentices since 1920 ; and 

(i'll) the numb«# appointed by promotion from expert hands in the 
Com [losing Section since that year? 

The HOfl’Mc Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: (a) i understand 
that section-holders are generally appointed by selection from amongst 
the assistant section-holdm, and thaj selectidn for the posts of assistant 
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Meti«]i-holder9 is made both from senior hands in ilie Composing Sec* 
tion and from apprentices. 

(b) I am informed that this is not the case. 

(c) l>oes not arise. 

(d) (t) Eleven. 

fu) One, promoted from assistant section-holders. . 

(m) Ten, 2 direct from compositors, 2 direct from Linotype 
operators and 6 from assistant section -holders. 

Short-notfoe ^uoatiofi by Mr. Simndra Nath Biswas. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have just received a short-notice question from 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas and I have, also been informed by the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister that he is prepared to answer it. I have 
no objection to the ([uestion bein^r put. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Is the Hon^ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware that detenus in the Deoli 
Detention (^^mp, most of whom, if not all, are Bengalis, have gone 
on hunger-strike on the 10th August 1937? 

(h) If the answer to the alwve (lue.stion be in the a£&rmative, is 
the Hon’ble Minister aware of the reasons of their hunger-strike? 

(c) Has the Hon’ble Minister considered the desirability of saving 
the lives of those hunger-strikers? 

(d) If HO, has the (iovernment of Bengal re(iuested the Govern- 
ment of India to take immediate steps to save the lives of those hunger- 
«ti ikers ? 

{€) If not, bus the Hon’ble Minister considered the desirability of 
requesting the Government of India to take immediate 8tei>8 in the 
matter? 

Tht Hon'bM Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : {a) Yes. 

(b) The strike has been launched in support of the demands of the 
convicts in the Andamans. 

(r) I have nothing further to add to the statement which I made 
in this House on the 4th of August, 


Sbort-nolioa question of Mr. Abul Haotiim: 

Mr. Sfi^EAKER: I have received another short-notice question 
from Mr. Abul Hashim. The question runs thus: 
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Mr. ABUL HASHIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in cKarg© 
Ip^^^leased to state whether the attention of the Government has 
beSh^r^wn to the statement publisheil in the issue of the “Advance”, 
dated the 12th of Aup:ust, 1937, rejrardinpr ihe ajipointment of Wliijis, 
Parliamentary Secretaries a^d Deputy Secretaries, the Presidents of 
certain Boards of Emiuiry, and whether the stuteinent which has 
appeared tliereiii is corrects 

(h) If the answer to <^/) is in the affirinutive. will the Hon’ble in 
thar^re l)e pleased to state why this infniiuation was supplied to only 
one newspaper and not to otlle^s^' 

<c) If the answer is in the negative, will the lloiridc Minister l>e 
jileased to state what sie|»s, it unv, (joverninent intend to take to 
pre\eut the publication of such incorre< t •^tatenient ^in the IVess in 
future y 

(./) Will the I! on’hle Minister in chaise he pleased to state if the 
attention of (iovernment has been drawn to the seiirrilous (X)niinent8 
and vii(‘ attacks based on ^'■Iarin;;ly inc<»rrect facts which have appeared 
ill .some of the neu >]>aj>ers of Calcutta’' 

^c) If the. au''\'er to {//) is in the affirmative, will the JloiCble 
Minister in rharj^e be pleased to state wbat stejis, if any, (Toverument 
propo.se to take to put a stop to these inalicimis attacks. 


The Hott'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; As reiruids the first 
<piestiofi. m\ atiswci is tfiat it is abscdntcly incoirect that uii.N ajipoint- 
inents haM* h(‘(*n made. 


Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: The (juestion is whotlier there baa 
bei'ii an\ appointment. N the llon’hle Minister entitled to say 

Mr. SPEAKER: ()i<b •I . order: It would he imoincnient if 
a Member uould inteivenc in the iinMst of a repiN. As I havi^' already 
eui<l the S|H‘aker has no < ontio) o\er the manrn’r in which a ijuestiun 
is answered. But, then, it is fully open to meml»ers to elicit further 
mat ion by jmttin^: supjdemmilarv <jiie.stions. 

The Hon*bl0 Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is very surjirisinff that 
my friends who aie keen on haviu^jr fi^ll infonnution should try t(^ 
atifle itiforination in this wa\*. My answer to the second cjiiestion is 
that the matter l»s not yet been decided but has been receiving the 
attention of the Government. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'bld Minister he 
pleased to (itate why he has brought in irrelevant matters like admoni- 
tion and incorrectness or otherwise of ijome statements that had 
appeared in some paper? The Hen’ble Minister had said that it it 

14 
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absolutely incorrect to state that there has been any appointment. I 
submit that this is an irrelevant reply because the question is whether 
there has been any appointment. It might have been replied by either 
^es or no. Then in the course of the reply he issued an udmonition 
that some members who are so keen on certain statements would be 
stifling information when it was being given. 

Mfi SPEAKER* As 1 have said it is not only the function but the 
duty of (iovemment, in answer to a (jiiestion which might be put by a 
inemlxn’ of the House to put all direct, imi)Iied or connected matters 
relating to it; and if the ITon’hle Ministcn* feels that a statement which 
is connected with the sanie issue, though in a different way, can be 
made within the i)urview (»f the answer, he is entitled to do so; and 
I feel that he was discharging his duty ]Uf)perly. As regards the 
question of admonition, I am afraid Mr. Sanyal invited it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the lloiri.lc Minister be 
jdeased to state whetlier this (piestion was accej)t(»d as a short-notice 
question at his instance? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Ordei, order: It does iu>t arise. A memliei is 
juivileged to put a short-m,! ice (jucstion and if the de|mrtni(‘nt con- 
cerned (host's to answei' it, and li the Sjieaker has al>n givtui consent, 
it is not oiKMi to any lueinher to sa_\ wherefrom he has got it. Om o 
you are allowed' to do so, \oii open yoursidMcs to any amount of motives 
and asjHU’sions. I, therelort*, think that in thi‘ intenvst of the rights 
and ju’ivileges ot the House, it is not (h'^irabh* that a (piestion of 
this sort should be all(»wed. 

Maulvi ABUL QUASEM: Mill tlu^ Kon’lile Minister be pleased 
to state whether the attention of (lovernnnuit lias l>e(*n drawn to the 
statmuent [lublished in the issue of the “ Ad\ anc(‘'’ ot 12th of August, 
IbdT, regarding tin* aj>pointment of \Vliips, ParliaiiHuitarv Secretaries, 
Presidents of certain Hoards (»1 Kiupiiry and also whether that state- 
ment is conect Y 

Th6 Hoil*blo Mr. A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have already answered 
that the stattuneiit is iricorrvut and with your leave, Sir, T would like 
to make a statement in this connection. A (auitiadiction wa'^ issued 
by the I’ress Otbeer which was duly juiblislied in 'the ‘‘Amrita Bazar 
Patrika.” The offending newspaper, viz., the “Advance^’, not only 
did not pnhlish the statement issued by the Pre.ss Officer, but published 
something else wdiich aggravated the offence in its issue of to-day. 


A Mambsrs Was this information supplied to one newspaper or 
to all of them? 



aW7.] SHOBT NOTICE QUESTION. ail 

The Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have already stated 

that no information was supplied by Government and that therefore 
it not arise. 

t 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Tuder what section of the Indian 
Penal Code does this offence come? 

The Hofi*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not an offence <}r 

may not be an offence in llie terms of the Indian IVnal Code but it is 
an offence apainst public mor«»litv and journalistic honesty. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Does the (Jovernment intend to take 
any steps to pre\eiit this sort of f»ublicalion.s in the l^ess? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is the duty of the 
Press to kec|) within the bounds of journali''tic honest\. If tliey do 
not, (io\ eminent ?na,\ have to take measures. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: H ow can an incorrect infonna- 
turn (Mune within tlie de'«cri})t ion of joiirmilislic dishonesty and public 
immorality. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; If we find that a .st4ite- 

nieiit is lfasele'.^ .tiid ,t ilie veiy circumsU'inces show that it was 
published nia!:( ’oii‘-l\ . I that it is nn offeiua* a|^ainst all 

morality . 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: What aie the facts ami circum- 
stances for \\hich he inters malice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I submit that it is 

malicious t<»r thi.-' ieas<in that the statement was baseless, and that 
when a eontradiction was is-uied by the Press Officer tliat publie4ition 
of the Press Offieei wa^ withheld and in lieu of that another false 
statement appeared on the very subject. This shows its maliciously bad 
design 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: Has the attention of (iovernment been 
drawn to the gLiring jmonect fact.s*<hat appeared in some of the 
newspapers in Cabuitta? ' 

• 

* Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order: If yott want that infoimatioii, 
you can do so bv putting a fresh question. 

. 1 
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Adjoummant Motion* 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, 1 beg for leave to move 
an adjournment motion a copy of which I have just handed over to you. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 find tliat you have asked for leave to move an 
adjournment motion to discuss the question of the hunger-strike by 
the prisoners at Deoli. Fix>m the terms of your motion, I find that 
you have asked the (lovernment of Bengal to move the Government of 
India to take immediate steps to remove the reasonable grievances of 
the liunger-striking prisoners in the Andamans. If you will please 
refer to section 105(3), you will find tluit a motion must be for dis- 
cussion on a m4jtter which has not been discussed in the same session. 
The question of the prisoners at the Andamans has not only been dis- 
cussed on an adjournment motion but the (iuestion of tlie detenus has 
also been discussed. In view of tliat, will you please tell me as to how 
you win revive discussion on a matter which has alrwidy been discussed 
so long as you keep to the present form of your motion. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: 1 do not want to raise a dis- 
cussion definitely on tlmt [loint, that is tlie removal of the grievances 
of the hunger-st liking prisoners in the AndamaiiN, but 1 want to 
mention it on the ground that the Home Minister lias told the House 
that although he ^\as in fa\<uir of repatriation, he was not prejiared to 
repatriate very s^nin. The Home Minister has also told us that unless 
and until the hunger-strike was called olf, Go\ eminent t*oiild not see 
its wuN to (HUisider any of the grievances. So, in order to make the 
hunger-striking [irisoners in the Andamans break their hunger-strike, 
I want that those priMmeiN might be repat liated to Bengal and that 
their parioits and other relatives might be' given an op{H)rtunity to see 
them and use tlieir influence to break the hunger-strike. Mr. Speaker, 
you are aware that we have been told that (he Premier has sent a 
wire 

Mr. SPEAKER: l*lease be short, Mr. Biswas. I only wanted to 
be .satisfied on one point, and that is as to how you can discuss the 
motion in the form in which you have presented it without raising and 
reviving a discussion on the* Andamans prisoners. Can you satisfy me 
on that jKiintl^ 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The question of repatriation, 
Sir, is a different question; but what I want lo do is this. I want to 
request the Government of Bengal immediately to move the Govern- 
ment of India to take urgent steps to remove the reasonable grievances 
of hunger-striking prisoners in the Andcunans. This matter was not 
discussed — whether the Government of Bengal was prepared to move 
' ' ' \ 
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tlw Oovernment of India to take eome lucli step. This is a matter 
whicb was not discussed in the previous adjournment nsotion 



Mr. SPEAKER: Have you got anything more to add to your 
point, Mr. Biswas? 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: If you disallow the motion, 
Sir, then 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have not Haiti that 1 am going to dintillow it. 
I have heard your jKunt. Will you now .sit down? '^'here is another 
[K)int which I want to lune elmidatetl You know’ that a motion for 
adjournment is in the nature ot a censure motion: that is .so by all 
Pari iamentarv convention; ami it must he for an “tict :d ('ommission 
or omi.ssiun on the part of (fovernment that is to say. for doing a 
thing or not doing a thing The draft that you have put here is to 
requf'st the (iovernment of Bengal to do such and such a thing, hut 
there are em»ugli leg^al brains to iny left who cun tell me whether these 
words (institute either an "af t on the jmrt of the (iovernment or an 
omission on the part of tlie (iovernment.” y<»u can prolvahly put flie 
same thing in (piite a difl'erent language, hut, unforf uiiately, the term 
you have useil is such that I cannot hold that it is in the nature of a 
criticism of (iovernment 's |H)licy for “doing a thing or not doing a 
thing.” On the other hand, you have put it in the form of an action 
for re(|uest S<i, if \ou have not got anything further to say I shall 
rail up»m the ifon'hle the Home Minister to say if he has got anything 
to siiy, Imt oiil> in regard to the “admissihility” of the motion. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, 
Sir. Here is a request for acti<»n based on an “omission” of (iovern- 
ment, and therefore the motion comes within the scope of your ruling 
and ought to he allow'ed. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 quite realize it, hijl I think that in the matter 
of an inljouriiment motion w e 'are all governe<l by the lemis of that 
motion, and as yow know and a.s I have explained, the effect of an 
adjournment motion is to break the normal course of proceedings of 
the House, and b5’ all Parliamentary c^|ivention any suggestion in the 
nature of restricting tha ordinary noniial right of a rnemlper — in what- 
ever way it iia* to be interpreted mu.st he interpreter! very rigorously; 
and that being so, if Mr. Biswas had put in the w’ords “for not doing 
certain acts,” his motion would h^ve been perfectly in order. But, 

when he couches it in the form of a request to the Ooremmeot of 

4 I • • « - 
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Bengal, I am afraid it cannot come within the canon laid down for an 
adjournment motion. But I would like to hear the Hon^ble Ehwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin’s views on the matter. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On a point of order, 
Sir 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order; 1 have already asked Sir Nazim- 
uddiii to speak. 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 beg to submit, Sir, 
that this motion is out of order for this reason that, directly or 
indirectly, it as'lcs the House to discuss a question which has already 
been discusHed and on which this House has given its verdict. The 
last portion t)f the motion, viz., the grievarjces of the Anilamans 
prisoners, has been lully discussed here, and whatever may be the first 
I>ortioTi of the motion, it is governed l>y tlie la‘^t pcjition, viz., to redress 
the gri(*vnnces of the Andamans i)ris()ners. So, I do not see. Sir, how, 
if this motion is discussed, that (jueshon will not be brought in. That 
is the main i^Mie hen*, and, w'hat is more, a decision of tlii** House has 
already been given on tin* judicy enum iated (it{)vernment , viz., that 
(Government do not ]>i'o]H)He to take any action. Therefore, if this 
motion is allowed to be discussed, it means tlnit we aia* going again to 
discuss the very thing which has been alread> discussed hy this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hash em\ , wliat Is the j>oinl oi order that 
you were going to raise? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMV: Sn, 1 want to refer to 
section 1(17 ot the rules, in which it is staled that a “memfier asking 
leave must hand to the Speaker a written statement of the matter pro- 
{M)sed to be disi iissed and must annex thereto the con.->ent of the 
Speaker in writing, to his motion.” May 1 know. Sir, whether the 
mover of the motion has fulfilled the coiuhtions contained in section 
107? 1 further beg to refer to section HIS in which it is clearly written 

(hut the decision of the Speaker shall be final. May T know’, vSir, 
wdiether it is necessiny, m view of this, to take the opinion or explana- 
tion of the mi)\ei oi (»f any Hon’hle Minister in a matter hieh is 
entirely in the hands of the HoiTble the Speaker? ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, oiMer. 1 think Mr. Hashemy should read 
the rules a Rule more earefully. If he does so, he will see that there 
are two seel ions — one is 107 and the other is 108. If he looks at the 
language of section 107, he wdll find that a member is to ask for leave, 
and in asking for the leave — which I do not think means asking leave 
on the floor of the House — be must hand over to the Speaker the written 
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QOmeni of the Speaker. In other words, the Speaker has two fnnotions 
to perform : one is to give his obnsent to a matter being brought up 
before the House, and when the member has actually brought up the 
matter before the House and asks for leave, then it is for the Speaker 
to decide whether it is in order or not. That function comes under 
section l(t8, where it says that the matter pro}»osed to be discussed 
must be in order. Now, before the Speaker decides whether a matter 
is in order, I do not think it is difticult to visualise that lie is not 
debarred from asking the rea.soii why a particular member 
wants to move a iwirticular motion. And 1 think if Mr. Hashemy 
will j>le4ise look up ilie Hansard and alsc» the proct*ed- 

ings of the ( enlral Legislature, he would see that whether 

a matter is in order or nut is discussed on the floor 4 »f tlic House. Of 
course, I must make it clear that T do not want to follow the procedure 
of allowing a full-dress debate on that {>oint. S(» far as this mutter of 
deciding whether this matter is in order or not is concerned, I will 
;isk. the iiiDver, and if m'(*(*'isar\ , the T.eader of the grouj> from which 
the mover coiuo, wliat he lias t4) sa\ on this matter, but T will not 
alluw an elal>orate discussion oii it. 

I have very carefully considered the motion for adjournment of 
which notice has been given liy Mr. Hiswcis. At the very outset, I 
musl tell Imn tiiat 1 ani (juile satisfied that this is a matter of urgent 
jiubl.c impoi tance. but I am restricted in admitting the motion by 
several gownuiig clauses; and one of the clauses is that the subject of 
an adjournment motion must not revive discussion on a matter which 
has been d'sciis^ed in the same sessnui rnfortunately, as f have said, 
Mr Hiswas will find that tlie Andamans (|uestion has already been dis- 
cussed on a previous adjournment motion, and in discuissing th© 
Andamans f[uestinn, the entile* issue of the Andamans prisoners was 
before the House. It cannot be said now that this or (hat item could 
have been discussed but has not been discussed because 1 think it is 
a well-k nown prlncijde in law that even though a (‘use might have been 
argued on a liettei jioint it does not entitle anvlHMly to argue the case 
over oiK.e again. The .siinie analog\ holds good heie, tliat the 
Andamans (juestion has been fully discussed, and as fai the term of 
the motion is concerned— I am not bwiking at the intention of tbo 
mover — T am severely restricted for the time being by the form in 
which the motion has been presented, I find tliat you cannot discuss 
this iu#tion without bringing in the AmRimans prisoners in some form 
or other. In theme ciit’umstances I hob! that the term of tlie present 
motion i.s not jn order. And if Mr. Biswas wishes to revise the term 
of the motion in quite a different^ .form, as he expres.sed to me 
personally, then he is jferfectly free to do so. But, so far^as the present 
form is concerned, I am afraid the motion is not in order. 

• Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If your ruling stands 
that, because the Andamans prisoners were discussed once before and 
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therefore cannot be discussed can this motion be re- 
modelled in such a way as to it an absolutely relevant issue P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I cannot act as the legal adviser of 
Mr. Biswas, but I can say that if the motion is of such a cliaracter that 
you cannot discuss it without bringing in the Andamaps prisoners, it 
does not (X)me within the purview of section 108. If, however, as I 
have said, you can change the term of the motion so as to make it 
(X)nfonn to the rules, then the motion would be probably in order. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: l>o I understand your 
ruling to cover prohibition of all reference to the Andamans prisoners? 

it 


Mr. SPEAKER: In m\ ruling I must be guided by the form in 
which the Andamans prisoners motion was couched. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May T submit, Sir, that 
your ruling is that because the (piestion of the Andamans prisoners 
was discuissed therefore it must he sup|K)sed tliat all ([uestions relevant 
to that issue have been discussed? But lu)W (‘4in that he, Sir? The 
question of riqiul riat ion was never discussed ! 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not want an cdabonite discussion on this 
mutter. It may be that the question ot repatriation was not discussed 
on the last occasion, but you yourself have just now siiid : all cjuestions 
relevant to that issue.” So, I should think that that (piestion lias 
been discussed in all its hearings. T am satisfied therefore that the 
motion is not in order, and if you have got to say anything else you 
can see me in my ehamber about this matter. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: My submission is that 
the issue of repatriation was never discussed. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I may see it later; I mus^ now see to the 'term of 
tbe present motion. ‘ 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S, Suhrawardy was in possession of tbe House 
yesterday. (Mf. H. S. SriiRAWAHDY: Oh, I am sorry.) W© ar© down 
for other business to-day; so I must ask the Hon^ble Ehwaja Sir 
,Nasimuddin to move his motion for a Procedure Committee of this 
House. 
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IMioii for ApfNHnCnMl of tt U |o to Draft Rtfloo of Prooodliro 

and Oondiiol nf lusinoos. 

Tito Hon’Mo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Speaker^ Sir. I heg 
to move that a committee (‘onsistiug of — 

(1) The Deputy Speaker, Chairman, 

(2) Babu Jatiudra Nath Basil, 

(3) Mauhi Taraizuddin Khan, 

(4) Mr, Sarat Ciiandra liose, 

(3) Mr. F. C. Brasher, 

(3) Mr. M. Sharnsuddin Ahmed, 

(7) Mr. Tulsi Chandra (ioswanii, 

(8) Mr. Aiiukul ('handra Das, 

(ft) Khan Bahadur Ha.sheni Ali Khan, 

(10) Bahu Breiuhari Banna, 

(11) Mr. Fazlnr Kahrnan (J)u<*<a Fniversity), 

(12 I Mr. Abdul Hakeem (Khulna), 

(13) Al-Haj Maulana Dr. Sanaullah, 

(14) Mr. Bilal (’handra Mandal, 

(13) The Hon ’hie Sir Bi joy Fra.sad Sin^h Koy, KT., and 

(1(5) the mover 

be appointed to draft rules for re^rulatiiijr the ijrocedure and conduct 
of buMiiess of this Assembly under the provisions of suh-scution (/) of 
section 84 of tlie (ioverniuf^it of India Aid, 1933, vritli in.stnuTious 
to submit the draft rules for the conniderat ion of this Asscmhly by the 
15th November, lh37 ; that the number of persons n^hose presence sliall 
be necessary to constitut(‘ a quorum ot the said committee .shall hi* seven. 

Sir, before I explain the jiurpo.sp of this motion. I .sliould like to 
inlorm you that I very much regret that I have not been able to obtain 
the consent of all tlje inemberH proposed for the CommittfH*. I have 
R’ot the consent of most of them here, but there are three or four members 
whose ^on.sent I have not yet been able^ tcf obtain as yet. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you plea.se hand over your list to me!^ 

(The list was handed over to Mr. f^eaker.) 

Or. MAI^INAKSHA SAMYAL: On a point of order. Sir. I 
understasd that the consent of some of the members whose names have 
bMn mentioned by the Hon'ble Minister in charge has not been obtained. 
Will you allow this motion to be in order? 

I « . 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think you ought to allow roaaonaUe opportunity 
to the Speaker to exercise his function before you rise on any point of 
order. The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin^ definitely mentioned that 
the f f>iiseii< of three or four members has not been obtained!. I have 
asked him for the names of those members. I have not yet given my 
decision as to wliether I would give my permission to include them. I 
would re(|iiest Dr. Sanyal to desist from rising on appoint of order 
before I give my decision. I would request others to help me also. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The names are 
Mr. Tuisi (‘handni (ioswami, Bahu Jatindra Nath Basil and Dr. 
Sanaullah whose consent 1 have not been able to obtain. As far as I 
know they are willing to serve. If you permit and tlie House permits 
I would request that Ih's rule about lonsent may be waived on this 
occasion. It depends on you first and later on, on the House because 
it is a new Assembly altogether. AVe took steps rather late in the day 
and relied on the members here to g-ive theii- r*onsent. Of (ourse we 
will have to suggest names if you do not give your permission. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don’t \ou think it would be better for you 
to omit these names and move a fresh motion for adding those names 
when you get their consent ^ That would be a better proc edure. Of 
course in a motion like ibis usually and very strictly I would not allow 
in any select committc'c or any rommitteo to be formed names to be 
included unless consent has been taken. As you have said, it is a matter 
of proccMlun* of the House. If the House mak»‘s a rule, that in a 
matter like this consent can Ice waived. 1 leave no objection. Mr. Bose, 
do you think tliat consent should be waivcnl on this occasion ^ 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Is it not possible to pass over this 
item for a few minutes * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: AVe c-an postjione till the Bills are over and take 
it ii[> at (J-dO, immediately after the prayer interval. The strict letter 
of the law has been carried out and we may go on with other business. 
Mr. Sulirawardy. you were in jeossession of the House yesterday. 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Legislative (^Members’ Emoluments) Bilb 1837. 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: A’^esterday when you 
adjourned the House I believe I was talking on the poinl; as to what 
figure the members of thir House should appropriately get as their 
'salary. The honourable members of the House know that they can 
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vote any figure they like and there is no power which can restrain them ; 
alao^^Sir, there is no figure which we can name which can compensate 
them for the loss which they will have to sustain by their continuous 
attendance in Calcutta for performing the functions of the Legislature. 

Then there are certain things which have to be considered, namely, 
the amount of allowances which were draw'ii before in the old regime: 
also the slate of the finances of Bengal and the figure the members 
could take which will he justified befoi*e the public as a reasonable 
remuneration. I have already indicated the sum which I consider 
reu .son a hie. 

It was s^imewhat of a surj)rise. Sir, to see that those mcmhers of this 
House who have been consi'stcojtly voting and canvassing against the 
Ministry and have been opjM>Mng the salary ot the ^linisters on ill© 
ground of economy should have gone round and reijuested members to 
vote for a higher .‘.alar\ for tluon.selves thu.s arousing their cupidity. 
That ’s not very surprising ina'^niueh as they are doing so not with 
d(‘fiiiile purpose* t>f being aide t(» shake the* moral sense of the members 
but in the* pursuance of the usual inelhod of (j))po.si(ion which they have 
ad(ij)led. t Voi( e*s fToru the Opposition benches: Not from thia side 
of llie House.) 1 have h(*ard some argunu*ntN as against these allow'- 
aiices to tlie efiV< I that Bengal would not he prepared to pay this salary 
1(» flu* metuheis. Sir, I beg to disagree: I lielieve on tlu* othei hand 
that the poor people of Heiigal do realise the fact that their represenla- 
1i\es ought to he paid an allowanre lor tin* .service they render. 1 do 
not think that tlu* ineinhers of the Assembly will not he able to justify 
ilie allow aiues before flu*ir eleotoiates. \V«* ho|H» in rclurn thaf they 
will give <d fh©ir best lo flie pro\inc(* and fhat we shall have a nuiiiluw 
ot icallv sound |io]iti( ians aiising amongst us ~ not tin* dilettante 
jK)Iit i< iuns who iner«*l.\ ( (n^ie here for tlu* puipo.sc of blowing hoi air 
while their interest lies eKewlu^re who have fakmi tlie serious task of 
loriiiiiig public opinion and of diiecting peofde along the tight lines of 
g-uvci ninent . With the^e ol)servatioriM I eoiiimend the amendment 
be I Ole the House. 


Chi use 'J. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 rise to HUp]»ori the 
ameniUgent moved by my esteemed frierufMr. S iiha. The net re.sult of 
the aceeptanc’e of^tliat ftmendment will be thaf no honourable member 
of thi.s House pxcepfing the Hon’lde Ihe Sj»euker, the Deputy Sjieaker 
and the Hon’hle Ministers will l»e in raeipt of any salary and that the 
daily allowance of the lionourable mpim)ers of this House will stand at 
Hs. ti per diem as proposed by (iovernment, I need not quote figures in 
support .of my pioiKisition. The Hoii'ble Finance Minister io-n'ght in 
answer to a question put by my friend l>r.*Sanyal has supplied figures 
and according to those figures Beiif^l wrill be saddled with an additional 
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cost of Rs. 20,27,000 for the working of the new Reforms. The Hon'ble 
Finance Minister in his supplementary answer to-night has told nj that 
this huge sum will not include the salaries or allowances proposal to 
be paid by the Bill which he has moved. Therefore the net result of 
the working of the Reforms in this province will be an additional cost of 
administration to tlie extent roughly of about Rs. f30 laklis. Let 
honourable members of this House pause, and considef this, let them 
ponder over the huge amount that the public exchequer will have to 
yield. Ultimately next year w'hole of the i)eople of Bengal will have 
to shoulder this additional cost by way of taxation. The lion ’Lie 
Finaff^B Minister started this year, as I told you, Sir, the other night, 
under auspicious circumstances. Those auspicious circumstances 
may not last and yet if the salary which is being proposed 
by the Finarife Minister is paid, then the additional burden 

of taxation will evoke liitter discontent fn)m all sides. During 

the last three nights we have been regaled with the spectacles of unusual 
nature. The Ficuiru e M nister piojcoses sjilary for lionourable niein])ers. 
Instead of makitig the Bill prospective*, my Muslim friends want to make 
tin* Bill rctros]a*<tive in character — to make it ()ja‘rate from 1st Aj)ril, 
Ib'IT. Til is is a j>roposal wholl\ opjiosed to justice and law. Faced by a 
revolt amongst its own follower^, the (Jovernment aecejits the jjrojxisaL 
This is opposed to all canons of eonst it ut ional law, custom and usage. 
The Hon’bh* Fimim e Minister proposes a salary of Ks. 12o: he introdm es 
his Bill to that effect: the Bill is under discussion and then Mr. 
Suhrawardy, a nuunber of the ('abinet uliu h is supposed to have a collec- 
tive and individual responsibility, stands up and accepts an amendment 
from a private member belong’ing- to his party for iiicreas’iig the salary 
from Rs. 120 to Rs. 100. 

The Hon^hle Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARD^f : 1 cannot accejci that 

Amendment. I may support it. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Suhiawardy’s iuter- 
niptiou make the position far more diHicult, because he raises a constitu- 
tional question of vital importance. In the Instrument of Instructions 
to His Kx(’»'llency the (iovernor of Bengal it has been clearly stated that 
His Kxt'ellency must try to establish tlie solidarity of the Cabinet, We 
do not know yet what policy Ohis House will be called upon to%accept. 
Is it the Hill of the Ihurble Finaiwe Minister ft>r paying a salary of 
Rs. 126 or is it the interruption or^the interjeetioii on the part of Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy for the ac'ceptu^pe of Rs. 160 a month? It ig a difficult 
constitutional, conundrum, and the verdict of Ibis House must neces- 
sarily fin<l the solutiou of this important problem. A few nights ago 
my esteemed friend Mr. Clark spoke about the premier position of 
Bengal and he said that with regard to this premier proyince the questi<m 
of additional cost with reference to the payment of salariee to tho 
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liiiiigterg doe« aoi really matter. May I ask him in all seriousness if 
Bengal stands to-day where she stood j'esterdayP Bengal is headless, 
hier capital taken away, she is shorn of her Hmhs — her children taken 
away and scattered like the lost tribes of Israel throughout her neigh- 
bouring jjrovinoes. She suffered from pernicious ainemia under the 
Meston Award for a long period of 10 years. Her people are starving. 
Bengal is not wliat she was ye.sterday. She is tiie Niohe of nations — 
there tihe stands; childless and thornless iii'her voi(‘eless woe. 

My friends Maulvi Ahul llashim aud^Maulvi Ahdul Bari the other 
night talked ahont an extra expenditure of u few lakhs over the salaries 
of the Jlon'hle Ministers in a somewhat sceiit-heurted, 1 Hffff not 
say in a light-hearted manner because I shall he called to order by the 
Chair. 


I (juite appreciate and reali.se the greatness of the testimonial whicli 
Ml. Bari gave me the other night. On emjuiry I came to learn that he 
was my pupil. I Inul u shrewd snspcion about it from the very first, 
berause of the torrenhal eloquence which tfowed from his lips and 
drowned his aiguinents. The .shade.s of evening* of years are falling 
thick and fast on me and when the midnight <onieM I shall undoubtedly 
l<K»k into the refnirt" of tliis august A ssemldy - reports not in print 
but ill characteis of amber and of gold and read re-read the testimoniul 
wbich nj\ pnjnl was pleased to give. Tliat testimonial will act as a 
.sidalnmi to me in my (bi\N of retirement and in mv preparation for that 
jouine\ from wliich no traveller has \ el returned. 


The Hofi’ible Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: Ah! 

• 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The Ifon'hle Mr. Faxlul 
Huq, the Chi(‘f MiiiistiT, li^s ma<lc a mistake lie might havi’ appoint- 
ed the lion bit* Mr. Subrawardy, Minihier, not only for Isibour but 
also lor interruptions, interjections and jt*st.->. (Mr. Sahat Fuamdra 
Bosk: and for bad manners. i Mr. Speaker. Sir, I will not add bad 
manners because my friend Ilon’ble Mr. Subrawardy is so inetieulous 
about good maniu‘rs himsfdf. ilfon'llde Mr. If S. SriiiiAVVARnY : 
That is tile monoptdy ot the other side.) 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE; Mr.^ Speaker, on a point of ortler, 
Sir — 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bose. I urn afraid, you have invited it. I 
heard that you were prompting Mr. ffaneijee tt» say “hatl inunners” 
and if by way of retort he says anything, I do not think f ran stop him. 

% 

* Mr. 8ARAT CHANORA BOSE: I did* Mr. Speaker, suggest to a 
member of my party that that expression should \m added, but if a 
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member wants to interject, should he not get up and then object? 
Can he make running comments sitting on his seat?, I would ask a 
ruling from you as that is going on continually. 

Mr* SPEAKER; Yes, certainly he should get up. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE* Sir, 1 am accustomed to 
interruptions from the Hon*bk* the Minister for I^abour. He always 
labours under some fKjint or other. Sir, the point which I was making 
is this, tliat so far as tlm amenities proposed are concerned, w’e have 
to take careful note of the future stat(‘ of the finances of this country. 
Sir, tile honourahlf* Mr. Bari pointed out to me tin* other night that I 
made an omission in not taking into acfount tlic case of England. 
He nd'erred to tlie lIoiiNe of ('ommons, the mother of Parliaments. Sir, 
I did not refer to the House of (Vuinnons not ]K*caus(‘ 1 felt tfiat this 
august Assenif>Iv is a very unfortunate sf e[)-daughter of that motfier 
hut becaus(‘ the revefiues of England have no comparison whatever to 
lh(‘ r(‘V(‘nueK <»f this jirovince. Sir. tliis \<‘ar 1 find that the revenues 
of England liase e<un(‘ uj) to more than erores : tlie revcuiues of 

this province notwithstajiding the optimistic finuncinl faitli (d tlie 
Hon Eiriunce Minister, are It? (Tores and 50 lakhs. According to a 
very modest rnatlHunatical calculation tin* r(‘vcnm*s of England are 
Imndrcd tiiru's tiu* i-cviMiucs of this provincr. 11. vSir. salaries in this 
country were fixed not in the ratio of gc'onoMrical progression hut 
according to arithmetical pro]ui>it ion, then the salary of the Ilon’hle 
Chi(‘f Minister — T make a rough calculation — should liav(* heem at that 
rate Its. ItiO per mouth, a salary uliich und(‘i ccitain (‘onditions Hie 
Hon’ble (Oiief Minister uas prepared to acc(>pt tin* other night. At 
that calculation, Sir, th(‘ salaries of th«* iiHunhcrs of the liCgislature 
should have been not lls. 125, not Its. loO.'txit Its. J-4 and It.s. 1-8 per 
month, figures which I hope even lh«‘ lionoiirahle memhers of tlii.s House 
will find it difficult to digest. My last appeal to all tli(‘ memWrs of 
the House is to support this side of the H()us«‘ in its self-denying 
ordinance. I/ct us not imitate the Hon’hle members of the Treasury 
Bench in their .policy of self-determination. T/ot us by our self-abnega- 
tion attempt to solv«‘ th(‘ problem of fhil hhat so dour to our Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister of this province, and Sir, if this Bill is passed into 
law, then we shall have perpetrated a (‘rime not only upon tho^poverty 
but upon the ignornm'e of the illiterate electoiiite. If this measure is 
passed into law. Mr. Speaktsr, I sum up my deep despair in the words 
of Lord Byron “For Creeks-a |»lush, for Greece-a tear’'. 

Tht Hon’bli Ntwab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I had no intention of rising and taking up th« time olf the House. 
The question is whether any elderly statesman like me probably occupy- 
*ing the position of one who has been in this House for a long time should 
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hogitate to give out hia mind. While we w^re in the old Council in 
1912,^we were ju$t five^jeraona from among tha Mualim eommiinity who 
were all men of affluence and position and never cared at that time 
even to send their bills to (%>un(‘il for payment. People at that time 
could never imagine* that a man of ordinary means could come to thia 
House and could legislate Icr themselves. They believed that only 
men with money would come to the Council and take part in the 
deliberations of the House. But time has changed, and now we all 
know that those who pay a tax of just six annas are allowed to send 
their representatives here. Among the nieml)er8 here, as you are aware, 
there are very poor people who cannot afford to work without sufficient 
help from the Exchetpier. So even the Parliament thought that when 
they were thinking of sending the poorest station of the jieople here 
they should make provision for tin* sjilarv to Ix' gi\eu*to the memlM*rs 
of the TiCgislat ure. This provision for salary ol members I'vists not only 
in India htit for Parliaments of oiImt C4iuntri(‘s. So. if tljo rej>res(*nta- 
tivoh of the weallliier Nection 4»f tin* Iloust' took inl<» consideration the 
(“Use ui tJh‘ poori'r seel ion of tin* IIous<^ and vott* for (lie salary, if sliould 
not he taken v<*rv Muiously. The Ilon’hle ^Ir. Nalini Panjaik Surker 
has repeatedl\ tedd us that unless the poorer s 4 ‘ction wf)uld gi't some 
relief from the lieavy burden of taxation, (‘ounfry wo\ild not ht‘ in a 
g(md state iind for tliis iIhjso \s h(t have come from tin* wealthier section 
will have to pay very Ijeuvily to meet the diunands of the poorer section, 
and I hop(* that it will l»c possihh^ for tlomi to w lio]eheart(*dl v support 
any measun* that mav he taken in thi^i liiivctiou. I lHdit‘vi‘, tlierefore, 
that it is not a wrong proposition if the jwmuci s 4 *etioTi just lor their 
very existence wants some little ludp from tin* Kxch.siuer. T know 
several friends*of mine both in the old ronneii as well as in the new 
who canupt^ajord to he so very generous as to come hen* and work the 
whole day and tak(* nothii^ T want to ask my friends to seriously 
consider wludher tin* repreH^'iitatixe*. of the wealthier section should not 
consider the point of view that T have phoetl In-h.n* flaon and T hope 
that in the interest of tlie jioorer sia lion of th«‘ House jhe\ w ill not raii4e 
their voices against this measure. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; On a point of order, Sir The 
last speaker the ITon hie Nawah Musliarruff n<iss<iin has been spe.aking 
of the poorer section and the wealthier seetion of this House. T know 
the Na^ab Sahib rlain^ to Isdong to the latter, hut is there such a 
difference as he is*entitTed to characterise one section as poorer section 
of the House? • 

Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED; I had not the least intention of 
participating in thin afternoon ^s debate, hut for the remarks that have 
fallen from a member of the Cabinet after the members of the Cabinet 
got into their pocketa Be. 2,500 egfeh. I do not want to characteriae* 
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which section is richer and trhich is poorer. After having received 
Bs. 2,500 per month it ifoes not lie in the mouth of a Cabinet member 
to characterise the memoers of the House as poorer and richer. .*! feel 
this an affront to the members of ^his House and an insult to the House. 
All members of the House have come as members and it does not lie 
in the mouth of the Nawab Sahib to give a solatiuna to the members of 
the poorer section of this House. I could quite appreciate if he had 
intended to speak from other point of view but not the point of view 
that he has thrown to this House. I believe no more insult can be 
offered to the House than the remarks of the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr, OEBI PR08AO KHAITAN: This question does involve a 
matter of great principle to my mind. I am afraid that the matter may 
not stop here, t^ie Ilon’ble Nawab Miisharruff Hossain, though wrongly, 
put it on the ground of the richer and poorer sections of this House. 
What is iliere to prevent on similar grounds in the municipalities, 
distpict hoard and other public bodies from a similar demand being 
put 'forward by the members of thest* Houses for monthly salaries. I 
•do not know, Sir, wliere the matter will end. The Hon'lde Nawab 
MusluuTuff Hossain was pleased to quote another Hon’hle Minister, 
Mr. Nalini llanjan Sarker, as saying that the richer section of the 
people will liave to part with a large portion of their property in order 
to improve the condition of tin* poorer section of the people at large. 
Now, Sir, I ask where tlie money tha( is going to lx* paid to the mem- 
bers of this House is to come fnnn. Does it ind come from the revenues 
derived from the land revenue, stamp duties and other sources of the 
revenues that come to this province Do not they eoine from the 
poorer S(M tion of the people for whom the Hon’hle Nawab Sahib stands h 
The richer section of tlie people do j)ay taxes Imt almost all that taxa- 
tion go^ to the Central (foverimient, and a vi‘ry ftinaU fifftftion of it 
to" the pocket of tlie Hoii’hle Fiiianee Minister of the province. 
Almost the whole of the provincial re\enue i> made up of income that 
comes from the poorer .section and it is the jioorer set'tion of the people 
ihut will he taxed further in order that the poorer inemhers of this House 
are to he paid a monthly salary. Is that fair^ T Kuhnut- it is 
not fair at all. Let us first embark uj>on constructive programmes in 
order to improve the economic (‘ondition of tliat poorer .section of ihe 
people for whom the hearts of all of us bleed so jirofusely. I have heard 
nothing so far put forward for l on^itTiirtivt* programmes for the 
economic hettermeut of the people at large. r^All tliat we find here in 
that salaries should be paid to .so and so and that .salaries shpald lie paid 
to so and so. First let us put forward ctmstructive programmes for 
improving the condition of tie pooretf^ section and then embark upon 
money-giving ceremony either to the members of the House or to the 
members of the municipalities or the memhers of the distjriet boards. I 
•upport the amendment that has been moved by my hon^ble friend 
.Mr. M. B, fiinha. 
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Mr. lARADA PROtANNA PAINt Sir, 1, tpo^ support my friend 
Mr. Manindra Bhosan Sinha wholeheartedljt^ ££^c^ I say what 1 
haTe*to say on this matter, I will tell yo\^ llat there is a fear iiow- 
a^lays lurking in our minds that no^he <*an speak in this tlouse B*ith- 
out the rist of either being misre|K>rted or misinterpreted in the press. 
I do not know, Sir, whether you ha^ l>een a vii tim yAirself; I have 
been only recently. In a newspaper which is published within a few 
hundred yards from this place and which, either under the stress pf 
circumstances — or perhaps ironically — claims to l>e India's “Friend"; 
and India’s national uewsjuiper, I was reported as having been 
“rehuke<l ‘ by you on Wednesday evening. What I suggested to you 
then was suggested with the best of intentions and T never for a moment 
intended to allow any disrespect to the ('hair. When exception was 
taken by you to my remarks, I ga\e you ui\ exjflanutipn and I under- 
stood you were good enough to aecept it. This newspaper is verv ably 
represented here by one of the ineml)ers of its editorial staff and since 
then I have ls*en waiting here for him or any other Kuroj)ean tncmber 
to get up and say what their views are w'ith regard to this questtuu. 

I wish also iny friend, tin* Ifon’hle Finance Minister, to tell us 
whose idea it wa^ to pay salaries to inenilsTs of this House. (Hon’hle 
Mr. .V. K. h 4 /iri. lire; “(loverniueiit ot India Act’’.) The (lovern- 
inent ot India .Vet dues not make it obligatory that the members of this 
House should be paid a ‘^alaiy. The (lovernuKUit of India Act says 
that meinWrs shall he entitled to a salary which the House may fix, but 
that does not mean that ineinlHT*^ <if this House must he provided with 
salaries v^'d must tnke salaries. 

'J'he lion ’big Nawah Mti'^harrtiff 11 •►sSain put in a very vigorous plea 
for the poorer se< tion (»f this House. We on this section of the House 
are the pbcTMt ahd none (»f uh has ever asked for any aJIoi^Ance or 
salary being paid to liiin.'^ Wb(*n this proposal was b r mi gM' “"f fC-wiit d , 
we made an e<iually vigorous plea that this Act should not he foisted 
on us. On our left I see some Hajas. Knights, Hankers and other rich 
I paid Its. 125 a month. To 

their Tef^nre the European members and T suppose. Sir, T would he 
betraying confidence if I say that each one of tbem earns more than 
Rs. Ig5 per diem. What will they do with Rs. 4-5 per day? That 
will not buy for them half a bottle of whisky. In front of us, we find 
of iUnstrious houses. and distininnshed noble men and none 
of them^ I take litea to be paid a salarx^ of Rs. 4-5 a day. Who 
then, I Jmk, asks for salaries to he paid to members? When I heard 
the Hon^ble Mr. Suhrawardy siippoHinMthe amendment for an increase 
of the awerant laid down in th^ Bill, wt/ich appeared to mf to be an art 
of positive discourtesy to the Hon'hle Finance Minister, T had my 
suspicioiyi. •When I heard the Hon 'We Nawah Mushamiff Hossaia also 
pitting forward a plea for the payment ol salaries to members, my 
•uspietoii wae strengthened. Hotwithstanding the pleii of these* 
U\ 
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Hon'ble Ministers, I shall appeal to the European members to resist 
this attempt to force salaries on members. I shall ask them, Sir, out 
of sheer self-respect to decline to accept this amount. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy was pleased to observe that this amount was to be paid 
for the services rendered. Am I to understand, Sir, that the services 
hon’ble members render in this House are calculated by the Hon^ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy at the rate of Rs. 4-5 per diem. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: May I rise on a point of 
personal explanation, Sir? It is hardly fair to say that the services 
arc calculated at Rs. 4-5. What I actually said was that the services 
that are rendered by the members are incalculable and cannot be 
measured by any amount of money. 

f 

Mr. BAR ADA PR08ANNA PAII>n Very well, Sir, I stand corrected. 
Why then, I ask, attempt to measure it by such a low standard? I 
would appeal to iny European frit*nd8 to make history in Benj^al by 
jfoinj? wdtli us to the same lobby in our effoits to throw out this proposal. 
Th(*re is no sinister meaning behirnl this amendment of ours. We do 
not want to foil the ^linistry or to wipe it out. What is there to pre- 
vent them from votinjr with us on this aTmmdment? To the Hon^de 
Finance Minister 1 shall make a personal ap]>eal to a' (*<‘pt this amend- 
ment, notwithstanding’ the diffn’ulty that lias been cicated by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. If my appeals are not heeded, if they fjo in 
vain, I shall u.si* other arguments. 1 shall ask them to look at the 
matter from 4inother view fwu’nt. There are 55 of us and if we want to 
take Its. 150 per month you are offering.’’ us, it will make up a total verv 
close on one lakh of rupees every year. Supjmsing we take that amount 
and pool it, and apply it to Conp’ress and Assembly work — ^ii we did 
that, theft those who want to foist this salr.ry on us will be hoisted on 
their 6 wti petard; and it is more than likely that w'ith brains in our 
beads money in our pockets, and determination in l>etw'een, w^e shall 
able to substitiite the Ministry by another Ministry’ of a truly respons- 
ible and democratic character. 

Tha Hofi’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I think that in the 

best interc'^ts of fair debate all this discussion should now cease. The 
quest i<m b<*fore the IIou.se is a very simple one-. The Government of 
Indiij A(‘t authorizes the payment to the members of «uch salary or 
allowanees a.s may In* determined by the House. The Hon Finance 
Minister introduced this Rill or takinj? j>ower that the pay- 

ment should he made in aecoMance with the provisions of the Act. 
Now, Sir, the Aet does not lay down that it is oblijratory on the 
m^ftbers to take the money. I can assure my friend, •Mr. Barada 
Prosanna Pain, that the Acfjountant-General is not g^oing to sign a c he<|fte 
Oft U8. Every member has got to submit hia bill,^alld if he does not 
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iWmt to take ihh money, he will not submit his bill, I find from a 
very •simple caloulaiion that if the meinl>ers of the Congress group and 
those who are of the same opinion refrain from accepting the salary 
that they ran take when this Act is passed, it will save the public 
revenues something over a lakh of rujH'es every year. I ap])eal to my 
friends to come forward and prove their profession of sympathy for 
public economy by refraining from accepting this money (hear, heiir). 

Sir, as for in,\ friends on this side of the House, they are very 
honest and frank. They say that tm.st of them have to sacrifice their 
time, their convenience and their business in order to come here and 
attend meetings of this House. There are many of this side, I know 
iwrsonally, who are rising lawyers, busy men in the profession whose 
business wmild he entirely disloeated by having to atti^d the meetings 
of the Legislative Assembly whic h will he far more frequent than they 
have l)een before. In these eireumstanees, it is very natural that they 
should frankly say that they desire some kind of eompensation. It is 
difficult for those placed in favourable position in life like my friend, 
Mr. Pain, to understand (he diHiculties of persons who have got to 
make their way in the wcrid under difficulties and under inconveni- 
ences. My friend earns at least Ks. 125 a day. He is one of those to 
whom Rs. 125 is a trifle. Therefore, he is frying down the members 
on this side of the ILoim* merely for uc*cepting a proposilion that they 
should lie paid a certain salary. 


^ friend, 

the Hon hie Mr. Suhrawunly, suppnrted a motion which has c'ountered 
the propcjsal put forward by the Ilon’hle Finance Minister. It is only 
that Mr. Suhrdwardy has pointed out that Government is at liberty to 
accept any suggestion in modification of any original proposition that 
might have l>een put forward. The Bill was introduced with certain 
suggestions as a basis for disc ussion. The disc ussion has so far shown 
that the majority of the members do want a salary higher than that 
euggested, viz., Rs. J25 a month, and I do not .*.c*e anything incongru. 
ous or inconsistent if a member of the Government were lo sav that he 
personally and in his c apacity c,f a memlier of this House, would prefei 
the amendment rather than the suggestion originally put forward by 
the Hon ble Minister in charge of the Bill. 

Sir,j»8 regardf. on«(,r two. remarks made regarding the epeech of 
mj young friTOd yr.' Hahsim, 1 can only remind the Houee that all 
tftat my fnend meant was that members in coming to this House have 
got to make certain sacrifices, whigh re4uire compensation. This iiiay 
DO tme'tn all cases, 4)ut it is true inithe majority of ci^s; and it is 
from a consideration of the condition of the majority that a conclusion 
has tp W arrived at. I submit, therefore, that the point is a very 
•itople <me, and I pray that the House will consider it just as a simnla 
proposition should be considered, via., solely from the point of view of ” 
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the necessities of the day, and that they will allow the Bill to be 
passed, leaving it entirely to those who are so minded, in the interests 
of economy, not to accept the salary. Those, however, who friankly 
admit that they cannot do without a salary will take it. The Account- 
ant-General, Bengal, will be quite unconcerned as to who submits a 
ealary bill or who does not. 

Mr, BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN. On a point of order. Sir. The 
Hon’ble tlie (Jhief Minister was not entitled to pry into my private 
affairs and to say that I was earning Rs. lot) and more a day, as this 
will set the Incrome-tax Officers on my trail! 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I have seen him earning 

more than Rs. 150 a day. Sir. 

AFTAB ALIs May 1 rise, Sir, on a point of information? The 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Commerce and Labour said the other 
day 


Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order. You cannot ask for information 
on a point whicb lias l)een disposed ol already. You ought to have put 
your (piestion immediately after the statement was made. I think the 
whole jjurpose of conducting legislative business here will be stultified 
if I were to ijermit information to be given on a speech which was 
delivered j)art ly yesterday and ])artly to-day. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; May I ri8<, Sir, on a 
point of another information? May I ask the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister just to make it clear what has happened since the introduc- 
tion of the Members’ Emoluments Bill yesterday which has made the 
consideration of the convenience of the majority of members so supreme 
in the eyes of Government ?. 

Th* Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Perhaps, I may be permit- 
ted to answer the (luestion that has been put. All I can say is that 
after the iutrodm tiou of the Bill there ha.s been a party meeting of the 
Coalition Group, and there we found that there were differences of 
opinion on this matter. The majority of the, members were of the 
opinion that Rs. 150 per month would be a fair fie,-ure. So, Govern- 
meut agreed to this sum. 

The Hen^M. Mr. NALINl' RAN4AN SARKER; Sir, the Main 
object of intibducinR this Bill was to create an opportiinity for the 
members of this leffislatare to disetus and decide what effect, if ai»y, 
could be given to the provision of section 72 of the Oovemment’of India 
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Aei. It is entirely in the hands of members to fix a higher salary, a 
lower salary, or provide no salary at all. [Mrs. Hasina MmsHED: 
Even Rs. 2,000 (laughter).] Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinlni must have 
b^n inspired by a very noble idi^l of simplicity in bringing forward 
his amendment. Mr, Sinha has himself in his private life conformed 
to this ideal of simplicity. After all, every one of us cannot shape 
our lives in the way he has done; otherwise his appeal would have 
received more sympathy and response. But, Sir, in the prevailing 
conditions of the world such simplicity is a very difficult thing to 
achieve. I take his amendment with all the respect that I can 
bestow on it, because I find that he himself has conf{»nned to the 
ideal which he wants to set up by his amendment. But, Sir, I am 
reluctant to give any serious consideration to the appeal of luy friend 
Mr. P. N. Rnnerjee. In the last debate on the Ministers* salaries also 
Mr. Banerjee pro]) 08 ed that the Ministers should not get moie than 
Rs. 500 iM'r month. 1 am reluctant to set up a standard which 1 Tuy- 
self cannot conform to. T know of institutions and places where 
Mr. Banerjee has got some influence, and I also know of cases where, 
though lie himself can determine things, lie lias allowed even part-time 
professfirs larger emoluments than he is [>leased to prescribe for the 
Ministers who are responsihh* for the entire administration of this 
province. 


Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
The Hon’ble the Finance Minister should he sure of his facts before ho 
makes any statement on the floor of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER; If that is necessary, 

while fliscnssing the budget items, 1 shall lay the whole accounts of the 
institution before the IIou|f to show that there are men who earn •>y 
part-time service in that institution a larger sum lliat wliat 
Mr. Banerjee has ]>roposed for the Ministers, in addition to being 
allowed to jiroceed with their normal avocations. lict this he remem- 
bered, Sir, that only for this j»art-tirne service, these gentlemen are 
given emoluments more than what he has proposed for the Ministers 
for their whole-time xiiid onerous dutie.s. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: Fndetcrred hy these 
threats^ Sir, I shall invite that discussion'from the Hon’hle the Finance 
Minister. 

The Hofi’bib Mr. NALINI RANdAM BARKER; If in the selection 
of representatives for 4he people onlyi men like Mr. Sinha are to l)e 
eought, then I think, Sir, the field of choice will he very much narrowed 
down, and* I do not think proper represenfafion c4Jn ever he 
obtained for the dilFerent classes and communities. Then Mr. Sinha 
and some other members have rahiad the question of District Boards' 
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ftnd laiinicipalities where the members are unremuneratad. la District 
Boards ami municipalities, those who are in charge of "the administra- 
tion of those institutions, generally live in their places of profession 
and business. But here they have to come to an expensive metropolis 
to di8(‘harge their duties, not for one day or for two days, but for 
months on end. Under these circumstances, therefore, — ^under the 
prevailing (‘onditions of our society — it is very difficult for members to 
devote themselves to this sort of duty without any compensation for 
their services. If, Sir, all of us could have been inspired by the noble 
example of rny friend Mr. Sinha — certainly labour of love is very 
ennobling and nothing can be more ennobling than service of the 
country — it would have been all to the good. But under the present 
condition of society, as I have said, I think money has got some value, 
and it is no u8e«aot recognizing that fart. 

Some members have complained that it will cost an enormous 
amount of money. If the amount that we have ourselves put down in 
the Bill is passed, I think the additional cxjienditure will be 
Rs. 2,35,000 more than what it should be under the existing rules and 
conditions. If, however, the amendment of my friend Mr. Haslieiny, 
is acce|)ted by this House, T think the cost will be Rs. 4,00,000 in 
excess of the present expenditure under this head. So, considering 
all the circuinstiUH’es, this matter will depend entirely on the House. 
If they think that no sahiry is necessary, we have nothing to say. If, 
on the other hand, .some members think that a higher salary is nece.s- 
aary than what we have provided in the Bill, then we shall have no 
option in the matter hut to agree to it. 

Mfi PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: On a point bf information, 
Sir. As the Hon 'hie the Finance Minister has resumed his seat, may 
I know from him through you w)»at exao^ly he is moving P Is he 
moving for a salary of Rs. 125 or Rs. 150 n month? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, I have moved 
the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T th ink that so far as the Government attitude is 
concerned, they stick to tlie Bill and leave the Opposition to accept 
the amendments or not, and that Government will accept their decision 
ill this matter. 1 think that is the attitude of the Treasury B'^nch. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May I inquire, Sir, on 
which side the Government wiKJ vote on these motions? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is, of course, more than I can say. 

I might say that I will first put liefore the House the aifiendraent of 
Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha, which is farthest from the Govern* 
'nient's proposal, inasmuch as it proposes that there should be no salary 
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at ikll. After that I will put the 'amendment of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin 
Hashemy, whiclr is next furthest, vii., the one which proposed to 
increase the emoluments to Rs. 250 per month, and lastly, I will put 
Maulvi Ahul Hashim’s amendment for Rs. 150 per month. 

Srijut Manindra Bhusan Siiiha’s amendment that clause 3 be 
omitted was then put and a division was asked for by the Ijeader of 
the Opposition.* 

(The division bell ranpr and the members assembled, when 
Mr. Speaker read out the amendment and apain a division was culled.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: In order to economize the time of the House I 
shall exercise the [lower which is vested in me, viz., I would rocpiest 
thos<* ^^entlemen who are in favour of the amendment# to rise in their 
seats so that a count may be made of tlndr number. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Mav not the names be recorded, 
SirJ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I iuive heard your point, tliat you desire that 
the name.s should h< recordtul. The rule, us it stands now, d(H*s not 
make any sin h provision 1 he rule says that the Speaker may in his 
discretion, instead of taking: voles as provided for in 3(h), call upon 
the memhers, who claim a division, to rise in their sisals, and thereafter 
the other memhers also to rise in their seats, and take u count or direct 
the division to he taken throu^di the lobbies in the manner provided 
in '■1(f)). There is, therefoie, pn>vision for names heinj^ recorded, 
but 1 mij^dit «iy without bein^'^ nusuiidei stood that in future 1 shall 
folh)W tlie convention that wlnoiever 1 find that the number of luemberH 
who (‘laiin a division is over (10, i.c., neatly one-fourth the total number 
of members, I will ask a division to be taken throu^fh the usual method, 
because it i& a lair number. Ibit when the number is less than (10, as 
in the present case, l>einj? only 57, I will not ordinarily follow the 
usual method. 3 hat is the principle I uni following’ for the time 
bein^. If you have any tiling'' more t(» wy, will you please sec me in 
my chamber?' I may a^rain repeat that, under the rules, there is uo 
provision for names to be recorded. 

Mr.^0CE8H CHANDRA DUPTA. #I think, Sir, that the number 
has l>eeu fixed foj eerttin purposes at 42, and that has been done not 
without some sort ot i^lculution. (lenerally speakiiijy, one-sixth of 
the total number of members i.s taken, afid the framers of the Code have 
also provided for 42 nn>ral>ers as the q^iota for an adjournment motion 
to be considered for admission. May I sujrff<?st to you, Sir, that if the 
number b81ow 42 then no division through the lobbies may be granted, 
btit that if the number is above 42, it will b# consonant with the scheme 
of the Act to fix the number at ^ 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Gupta, t shall be very ^rlad to discuss the 
matter with you and consider your point if you would please cope to 
my chamber; but for the time beinjjr I declare that the Noes have it, 
as I find that the tlie number of those who are in favour of the amend- 
ment is only 57. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a>int of order, 
Sir. In the matter of a division by count it has been noticed that 
members constantly rise and resume their seats in the course of the 
count, and, therefore, as re^rards tlie number of votes cast on any one 
side, there may be ffreat doubt as to the exact number. 

Mr. SPEAKER! I would ask Mr. Dutta Mazumdar to read tl)e 
rules before he Raises «uch a point of order a^in. 

The amendment of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin llasheTny was, by leave 
of the House, witlidrawn. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 shall now put the motion of Habu Prem Hari 
Banna to simplify the procedure, as it is non-contentious. 

Bubu Prem Hari Harma's amendment that in clause d, in the last 
line, after the words “per mensem,” the words “with effect from the 
date on which he takes liis oath” be added, was put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 shall now put tile ammuiment of Maulvi Abul 
Ilashim, that in clause d, in line 2, for the words “one liundred and 
twenty-five” the words “one hundnul and fifty” be substituted. 

The motion was put and aur<^**d to 


( la use 3. 

The motion that (danse d, as amended, .stands part of the Bill was 
put and a^»Teed to. 


{AdjounnneJit.) 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 


{After adjournment.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I Hake up the next item, I might aay that 
my attention^ has been drawn fo the method bf taking ditisions and 
also to certain Parliamentary practices in connection therewith. I have 
considered the matter in the light of these facts, and while it is within 
the riglits of the Speaker to accept or not to accept a division, on the 
ground that it is of a dilatory or obstructive or frivolous nature, I feel 
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tliat it would probably meet the wishes of the House if I ruled that, 
although discretion is retained to the Speaker as to the method of 
diTition to be adopted, t.e., to decide whether a division will be by 
show of hands or not, if a section of the House claims a division, I 
will henceforth follow the practice of having the names of the members 
voting recorded. I propose to do so in the future. 

a 

Tlio Hon^blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs Mr. J. N. Basu has 

given his written consent. But it has not been possible to obtain the 
consent of Mr. Tulsi Chandra Uoswami and Dr. Sanaullah. In view 
of the representation made bv' the leader of the Opposition, Govern- 
ment have agreed to add two more names from the opposition. So I 
am prepared to accept a shorl-notic-e amendment if upu permit it to 
be moved from the other side in which three names from the Opposition 
will be suggested, and I hope that you will permit the inclusion of one 
other member from our side in j)lace of Dr. Sanaullah. In that case 
the Select Committee will eon.^ist of 18 members instead of If). As far 
as the Select Committee itself is <’onrerned, I am sure that the House 
dw^s not expect me to mak<* a lengthy statement on it. It is necessary 
that the rules and the standing orders should be amended and tlie most 
convenient method of doing this is to appoint u Select Committee. 
After the House has received tlie Select Committee’s report if the 
members so inclined, they ran go into it section by seidion, clause by 
clause. 

SPEA^KERS r nder the (‘ireumstanees, two names will be 
omitted because their written consent has not bwn ohlained— Dr. Sana- 
ullah and Mr. lulsi ( handra (ioswami. Now’, u short-noti<‘e amendment 
will be moved which Gov<%*nment will accept. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I beg to move a short-notice amend- 
ment that the names of the following members: — 

Rai llarendra Nath Choudhuri, 

Mr. Pram at ha Nath Banerjee, 

Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

be added to the Horn m ft tee. 

Tti# Hovi’blu Sir NAZIMUDOIN: We accept the amend- 
ment. * • 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to know what* name you want to include 
from your group. 
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Tht HOfl’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Khan Bahadur Abdur 
Bahman. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do I take it that all other amendments are either 
disposed or withdrawn? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I be^ to move that 
the names of Maulvi Asimuddin Ahmed and Mr. Bankim Mukerji be 
added to the Select Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you prot their written consent? 

Mr. NIHAIIENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I have not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then, I am afraid, I shall not be able to accept 
your amendment. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I have their verbal 
consent, 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is no p^roiind for accej)tinp: your amend- 
ment . You know that this is the ^’■round on whicli Sir Nazimuddin’s 
motion hud to be postponed. I think that wlien a member proposes 
a name he must declare that he has jrot the written consent of tlje 
member. Unless you lay down a definite procedure that in every case 
a written consent will have to be handed over, diHiciiltios may arise. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDf^R: 1 should like to know 
whether there is any such definite rule. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It has all alon^r been the e-ouvention every- 
where that no motion for select committee can be moved unless the 
written consent of the member is priven. I am afraid I cannot change 
it, and 1 cannot accept your amendment unless you are able to show 
the written consent of the members. Sir Nazimuddin has had to omit 
the names of Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami and Dr. Sanaullah on the 
ground that he has not been able to get their writte^i consent and that 
written consent can be obtained up to the stage when one moves the 
motion. Unless you are able to hand over to me their written consent, 
it is very difficult for me to accept your amendment. 

Tht Hon’bto KhWtJi Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ActuaUy the moUoii was 
postponed to enable us to obtain the written consent of the memberB 
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naoMd. Mr. Niharenda Dutta Mammdar was here and lie heard what 
was jD^oing on. 

Mr. NIHARENDU dutta MAZUMDAR: I heard there was some 
doubt as to whether actual consent was given by any member. No 
question of written consent arose at that time. 1 do not think written 
consent is necessary. I understood that only cotisent is necessary. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Y oil have given notices of aniendinents in every 
one of which we have been asking for the written consent of the mem- 
bers before the amendment is moved and it is the rarliamentary 
practice throughout. The House must know definitely whether these 
peo|)le are willing to serve. You need the decision *of ll»e House. 
Supposing a member does not agree to serve after giving verbal consent, 
the House cannot be expec'ted to take a speculative venture. So you 
must have something to show befon* the House that. th(‘ written consent 
is there. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, if you will permit 
me, I shall obtain their written consent and hand that over to you now. 
The meml>ers named aie in the ('hamber. 


Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr. B. MUKERdI: 1 have given my consent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I musf have a written document. 

Mr. PRABHUDAYAL HIMATSINGKA: May 1 know if the 
written consent of Mr. J. N. Basu has been obtaineiH 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, 1 have got it. 

The motion of Dr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar was then put and 
lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion of thq IlonTde Khwuja Sir Nazim- 

uddin as amended was then put and agreed to. 

• • 

TN Btngfii ligitlttivg Cluuiilim (Mgmbart’ EmotuiMfiU) Bill, 1S37. 

* • 

Mr. SPEAKER: We wiU now proceed with clause 4. 



m GOVEENMEIfT BILL. [13ra Avq., 

Maulvi ABUL HAtHIM: I beg to move that for clause 4 the 
following clause be substituted, namely: — 

“4. Subject to such conditions as may be determined by rules made 
under this Act : — 

(a) there shall be paid to the members not ordinarily resident 

within such distances, as may be prescribed by the rules 
made under this Act, of the place at which their attendance 
is required in connection with their duties as members — 

(i) daily allowance at the rate of Es. 10 per diem, 

(u) travelling allowance for journey by rail or steamer at 
the rate of one and a half times first class fare, and 
(iid) foad mileage allowance at such rates as may be fixed by 
rules made under this Act ; and 

(b) there shall he paid to all members conveyance allowance for 

attending meetings at the rate of Es. 2-8 per diem.” 


Sfijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: I beg to move that in 
clause 4, in line 2, after the word “Act,” the following words be 
inserted, namely; — “and approved by the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly;” to move that in sub-clause (a) of clause 4, in line 3, after 
the words “under this Act,” the words “and approved by th« Bengal 
Legislative Assembly” be inserted; and to move that in sub-clause (n) 
of clause 4 (a), in line 3, after the words “this Act,” ?he words “and 
approved by the Bengal Legislative Assembly” be inserted and 
in sub-clause (h) of clause 4, in line 3, fot-* the words “first class,” the 
words “third class” be substituted; and in sub-clause (h) of clause 4, 
in line 4, tor the words “lowest class,” the words “third 
class” be substituted; and in sub-clause (b) of clause 4, 
in line 7, for the words “three maunds,” the words “one maund” be 
substituted. 

(The member spoke in Bengali in support of his motions.) 


Mr. PRABHUDAYAL HIMAT8INCKA1 On, a point of order, 
Sir, The Act has l>een proposed to take effect from the let of April 
and section 72 of the (Government of India Act says; “Members of 
Provincial Legislative Assemjrlies and Legislative Councils sbjlB be 
entitled to receive such salaries and allowances as may from time to 
time be determined by Act of the Provincial Legislature, dnd until pro- 
vision in that respect is so made, allowances at such rates and upon 
such conditions as were immediately before the commencement of this 
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Pali of this Act applicable in the oaae of members of the Legislatiye 
Coutcil of the Province/' So lonp: as this Assembly does not pass this 
Bin tliey ^will be entitled to allowances at such rates as were in force 
before. If* this Act comes into force from the Ist April and if the 
allowances as proposed by the mover of the amendment, Mr. Hashim» 
are different from the allowances in force, will he be in order in moving 
the amendments 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact whether a particular amend- 
ment is in order or not 1 am to see. If it is inconsistent with the 
provisions of the Government of India Act, 1 will certainly look into 
the matter. My personal impression was that this Act cannot have 
•retrospective efl'ect. But I have Uiken legal advice and the legal 
advice was that it can have and in that vie% I have to 
revise my opinion. I appeal to the House not to pursue 
a matter like this any more. No better issue could have been raised 
than what you have raised in the Minister's Salary Bill. 

Two sets of ameiidinents have been moved. One is an entire 
Mil»st itutiou changing the whole (diaracter and anotlicr is a modifica- 
tion. So, following the principle which I have been following, namely, 
ihal whicli at the fartliest distance should be put first, I am putting 
Mr. Abul Hashim’s amendment as this is in tlie nature of substitution, 
and if tins motion i-arried <ill the amendments of Srijut Manindra 
Bliu.san Sinha will not arisen but if it is rejected then all the amend- 
ments of Srijut Manindra Bhiisaii Sinha will arise. 

The amendment of Maulvi Abul Ilashim was pul and agreed to. 

The motioif that danse 4 as amended stands part of the Bill was 
put and agreed to. 


(Jl/iuse f5. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN SINHA: I beg to move that in sub- 
clause {1) of clause 5, in line 3, after the words “of this Act," the 
words “and submit the said rules to the Bengal I^egislative Assembly, 
as soon as made, for its approval" be added; and in sub-clause (2) of 
clause 5, after the words "may make rules," the words “and submit the 
said rules to the Bengal Legislative Assembly, as soon as made, for its 
approval" be inserted. ^ 

Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: I beg f<j move that in clause 5(i?)(a), 
in line 2, after the words "daily allowiKice" the words “and (xinveyance 
allowance" be inserted. 

« Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: I beg to move that clause b(2)ic) be 
omitted. 
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Mr. SPEAKER! There are two seats of amendments— one is that 
of Srijnt Manjudna Bhusan Sinha who wants in both these cases to 
submit the rules to the Legislative Assembly and the other moved by 
Mr. Abul Hashim who wants to add certain words. He wants to delete 
6 (2) (c) as a necessary corollary of the amendment which has been 
accepted. So I have first formally to put 5 (2) (c) which follows as a 
matter of course owing to the acceptance of clause 4.* 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The amendment moved by Maulvi Abul Hashim that in clause 
b(2)(a) in line 2, after the words “daily allowance” the words “and 
conveyance allowance” be inserted was put and agreed to. 

The amendments moved by Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha were 
put and lost. i 

The motion that clause 5 as amended stands part of the Bill was put 
and agreed to. 

The motion that the Preamble stands part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

Tha Hoffl’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: 1 beg to move 
that the Bill, as settled in Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to 


Adjourfimeiit. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 16tb 
August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Ploee«diiift of the Bengal Legislative Astemblg assembled 
wider die provisions of the Government of India Act. 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 16th August, 1937, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilou’ble Khan Hahadur M. Azizul Hauue, c.i.k.) 
in the Chair, the eleven lloii’ble Ministers anti 222 elected m^mlbers. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Contract between the Berhampore Municipality and the Berhamporo 
Electric Supply Company s 

*59. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: {a) U the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the ( ominerce Department aware — 

(t) that in June, 193tl, a draft of agreement embodying certain 

modifications in the contract between the Herharnpore 
Municipality and the Herharnpore Elei tric Supply (Wpany, 
was sent for approval of (liivernment as reijuired by section 
21 (2) of the Indian Pilectricity Act; 

(u) that several reminders have been sent by the Chainnan, 

Berhampore Municipalit> ; 

(in) that the draft deed of an agreement referred to in (i) was 
the basis of a settlement of conflict between the Berhampore 
Municipality and the Berhampore Ellectric Supply Com- 
pany in the matter of extension of street lights; and 

(ir)«that there is a feeling in the town that this delay of more than 
one yagr in •the matter of according its approval of the 
draf^ deed of agreement is likely to lead electric affairs of 
the town to another crisis, andt^leadlock between the said 
Municipality'and the said Electric Company?, 

(5) Is Ae Government considering the desirability of according 
tlie approval as contemplated by section 21 (2) of the Indian Electricity 
Act without further delay? 
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Th$ Hofl’bto Mttllvi SYED NAU8HER ALI: May I be permitted 
to answer the question in the absence of my colleague, Mr. SuhrawardyP 

Mr. SPEAKERS I should think that it would not be< fair to the 
House for a Minister not to be present at the time of answering his 
question. I am quite willing, however, to permit you to answer it 
provided you are prepared to answer supplementary questions as well. 

MINISTER in charge of COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mauivi Syed Nausher Ali): (^{)(/) Such a 
deed was sent. Section 2\{2) of the Indian Electricity Act, however, 
does not require the approval of (government between a local authority 
and an electrical licensee in respect of the supply of electricity for 
Municipal street lamps. 

(n) Reminders have been received. 

{Hi) According to the Municipality the agreement was the basis 
of a settlement of disputes; according to the Berhampore Electric 
Supply Company the draft agreement was inacc^urately drawn up, and 
did not wholly embody the terms of settlement. 

(iv) 1 am not aware of the existence of any such feeling as alleged. 
Government, through its officers, tried to bring about a settlement 
betwc'en the parties, but unhappily without sincess. 

{})) In view of tlie answ'er to (pi(\stion (^/) (/), this (juestion does 
not aris(‘. 


Supplementary questions. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: In view’ of answer (a) (i), 
was the opinion of a lawyer Uiken by Government on this matter? 

The Hon'ble Mauivi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I require notice, 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minkter 
be pleased t(» state wdiether the opinion of Government was commu- 
nicated to the Berhampore Municipality? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL 8 If the Hon’ble Minister who has 
assumed the nole of the Hoirble Minister who was to have replied to 
this question, cannot give suitable replies, may I submit that this 
question ahquld be passed over for the preaeBt. 
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^r« SPEAKER: I think I should pass the question over and wait ^ 
foi Mr. Suhrawardy to answer supplementary questions. 

Ae following supplementary questions were put and answers made 
at a subsequent stage when the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy attended 
the meeting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sulirawardy; you should have been present 
at 4-45 p.m. to answer your question. Any member who desires to 
put supplementary questions to question No. 59, has my permission 
to do so now. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : I am sorr}’ I could not 
be present. 

9 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: If as (iovernment sent any reply to the 
reminders that were sent h\ the Berhampore Municipality. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 want notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL : In view of answer (a) (j), 
wus any lau.\er consulted in this matter)^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. The 
Advocate-General w^as con.sulted. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Was this opinion of the 
Advocate-tieneral cominunjcated to the Municipality 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It must have hoon as 
thereafter attempts were made to hring alsjut u (Munpixmiise between 
the rnuniciftality and the Berhampore Klectric Supply C’ompany. The 
Electrical Advisor us well es the District Magistrate intervened in the 
matter. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I ask whether this opinion 
was really and actually communicated' to the Municipal authorities? 

.The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 cannot he more 
defhlate than what 1 have already stated. 

Mr^8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAk: In view of answer (u'O* 
was this view^of tike Government at all communicated to the 
Municipality ^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 have just replied 
that the Electrical Advisor as well as {lie District Magisfrate attempted 
to interveii^ and bring about a settlement between the municipality and 
the Eledtric Supply Company but unhappily that settlement could not 
be brought about on oDoouJit of differences between the parties. 

16 
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Mr. SAtANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of answer (iv), 
what were the disputes for settlement ? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The disputes were of 
course sot down in the letters received by the Berhampore Electric 
Supply Company. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What was* the nature of 
those disputes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I want notice. But I 
do not think that the House ouj^hl to know the nature of the disputes 
between private ]>arties inasmucli as Government is not a party to them. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Does the Government con- 
template to revoke the existing license? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That very much 
depends on llie ability oi the Ber]iam])f>re Electric Supply C'o. to 
fulfil its obligations. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it in tlie contemplation 
of Goveniinent tf) eancfd or r(*voke the lieens(‘? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I }>ave nothing further 
to add to what I have alread^N stateil. 

Bridge over the river Dwarka at Ranagram on the Kandi-Berhampore 

road. 

*60. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; (a) Is the lloii ble 
Minister in (■harg«‘ oi the ( 'omniuuieations and Works Dejxirtment 
aware that several \ears back a project was made for the construction 
of a britlge over the river Dwarka at Ranagram on the Kandi- 
Berhampore road, and that the project advanced so far as the prepara- 
tion of plans, and the formal laying of foundation by tlie tlien 
Minister in charge of the Department, Sir Bijoy Prasad Singli Roy, in 
February, Uhto? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the present position of the p*T>ject ; and 

(ii) the reason for the delay? 

MINI8TER in charge of COMMUNICATION8 and WORKS 
OEPARTMBHT (the Hon’bla Maharaja 8ris Chandra Handy, of 
Kaaimbazar): (a) Yes. 

(b) It has been decided to increase the width of the bridge from 
10 feet to 16 feet and Uie design is being modified accordingly. 
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Or. NALINAKSNA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
tbat Government wat$ approached as early as March, 1933, by the 
District Board of Murshidabad for the construction of this bridged 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Katimbaairi 

May be so, Sir. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon ble Minister 

aware that this item has not been included in this year’s budgets 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazars 

It is so, but there would not be any difticulty about tindiiig money for 
the project. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May we have an idea of 
the appro.viinate time by whieh the mutter will be actually taken iipH 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

The re-ilesi^rnin^ is pioceedin^r It is ver\ diflicult for me to an 
idea aluuit the tniie, hut 1 expet t the hrtd^M‘ t^) lie completed within 
two yeais. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is it not a fact that tln^ bridge 
received ( i<)\ crimieiil s.iiK tion lon^ and that the Ilruride Minister 
then III {hai;re nt tin* |)i*[un tmeiil went o\er there 4ind actually laid 
t h(‘ t<Mnidat ion <loiic ^ 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

YVs, Sir. • 

Dr. NALINAKSNA SANYAL: i.s it not a fad that in the 
Inidfret of inoncv Vas j>r<ivided for the c-on.strud ion <d this 

hrid^re iind in view ot that, should not this item have been in the list of 
works now he^'^nn and undei constnidion r* 

The Hon’bte Maharaja SR IS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am not aware if any pixivision were made in la.st year’s hinl^^et. 


Jail visitors in Rangpur. 

0 

• 

*61. Babu MBHEfRA NATH SINCHA: {a) Will the lion hie 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department he pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — • 



(i) names of the newly appointed jail visitors in the district of 
Eangpur; and 

* (tV) what consideration weighed in ilfe matter of making theae 

appoioimeiiiaf 
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(6) Is it a fact that some of them are connected with Government 
officials and some of them are Government officers ? 

(c) Who makes the selection? 

{d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason why 
<the members of the Legislative Aseembly of the district have not been 
appointed as such? 

(e) Are the GovernmefttHJonsidering the desirability of appointing 
•the members of the Legislative Assembly as jail visitors in the future? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (the 
HorPhle Khwaja Sir NazimudcHn) : {a) U) A statement is laid on the 

table. ♦ 

(u) The attention of the hon’ble member is invited to rules 55 and 
50 of the Bengal Jail Code, Volume I, a copy of which is in the Library. 

(h) I have no information regarding the connection of any of them 
with (lovernment officials. Under rule 55 of the Jail Code certain 
r joveriunent officers are r.r officio jail visitors. 

{/•) The (’ommissioner of the Division. 

{(1) jind {(') I presume that the CommisNioner will in due course 
•apj)oiiit members of the Legislature to be jail visitors in accordance 
with rule 50 (7) as amended b\ the substitution of the words “Bengal 
T^egislat lire,” for the w’ords “Bengal Legislative Council.” 

lit referred to tu the answer to ehiuse ia) (/) of starred tiuesiion 

.\o. 61, shoinuff the names of jaiJ lasHors tii the district of lianij- 

pur. 

District dail. Names of visitors. 

Bangpur ... 1. Rai Sarat Chandra Chatterjee Bahadur. 

2. Babu Jogesh Chandra Sarkar. 

d. Dr. Kedar Nath Bhattacharya. 

4. Mrs. Smith (Lady Visitor). 

■^ub-jnils. 

1. Gaibandha ... 1. Maulvi A. R. M. A. Wahad. 

2. Babu Debendra Nath Itoy. 

2. NilfJhamari ... 1. Babu Haranath Biswas. 

2. Maulvi Faitlul Karim Choudhury. 

Eurigram ... 1. Rai Sahib Jogesh Chandra Roy. 

2. Babu Rajendra Ram Bakshi. 
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tabu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (<I> 
and (c), what does the Hon’ble Minister mean by **will in due course” ? 
Is he not aware that elections were complete as early as February last 
and that tjiis the month of Aufjust ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 
that Government luive changed ;Mieir hinguage from “Bengal Legis* 
lative Gouncir’ to “Bengal Legislature” and now' Members of the 
Legislature are being appointed. Oovernment have drawn the atten- 
tion of the OommisHioner of ihe I)i\’^on to the cliange made and hope 
that they will naturally make nominations accordingly. 


Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN; What prevented the Divisional 
CJommissioner from making the>e apimint meats so lon^.^ 

The Hon’ble Khwa)a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 have said the old 

rule contained the words “Itengal Legislative (’ouncil” and now it is 
“Bengal Legislature”. 


Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: When was this change madot^ 


The Hon’ble Khwaia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: How long will the llon’blo 
Minister take to make up his mind to apfwint Af embers of the Legis- 
lature as Jail Visitors? 


The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 I is tor (h(‘ (hmimis- 

sioner.s ot DiviMoiis t-o make nominations and Govenimoni have 
nothing t+i d<^ in the matter. We have already written to the Ckim- 
missioners ,'.a\ing that the\ .slMinld nominate menihers of the 
Legislature. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Wiieri wer(‘ the (’omiiiisHioners 
written to almut thi.s matter? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the Hith of June 
last. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: What is the name of the Com- 
missioner of tlie Presidency Dimsioii? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ardcr, order. T hat can lie found out from tho 
current Civil Jjist. ^ 

Mr. OH I REN OR A. NATH OUTVA: How’ many Members of the 
Legislature will he appointed in each district? 

• The ‘Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 
Member to the Jail Code, Volume,!. 
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AppoiittiiMfit of iohoduM oostoo in the office of the District Judge of 

Jossore. 

'•02# Mfi RA8IK LAL BI8WA8S (a) Will the Hon’bl^ Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to lay 
a statement on the table showing since the 1st January, 1934: — 

(i) the number of appointments made by the District Judge of 
J essore — 

(1) to clerical posts, a^d 

(2) to posts other than clerical; 

(u) the number of members of the scheduled castes appointed with 

their — 
c 

(1) names, and 

(2) grades of pa> ; and 

(ftf) the number of members of llie sclieduled castes in — 

(1) the llpj>er Division, and 
(2t in the iiover Division!'' 

(h) Have the directions contained in tlie ('iicular letter Nos. 8317- 
8342 dated the Stli November, of tiie Secretary, Judicial 

Department, to tlie District Judge ot Jessore been followed so far it 
relates to the members of scheduled castes? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Kossain, Khan 
Bahadur)! 1<> deric^il jK)s(s — 32; and (2) to posts other 

than clerical — bl. 

(//) (1) In the clerical ]>osts — 4, viz.,— 

Babu Santosh Kumar Mandal, 

Babu Kain<la.\ul Das, 

Babu Koshablal Sikdar, and 
Babu Birendra K\iinar Mandal 
(All in the grade of Bs. — 4;i> — — 3 2 — 80.) 

(2) In posts other than cbrical — 3, viz., — 

Itasik Lai Biswa.s, permanent office i)eon, * 

Bhuban Mohan Biswas temporary probationer prociss-server, and 
Kauai Lai Munshi, tempt>rary office peon. . 

(All in the grade of Rs. 13—1/5—17.) 

(m) (1) Nil. 

(2) 7 (4 appointed since January, 1934). 
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(b) The letter re^rred to did pot ooniain di^dious, it aeked for 
somo^ statements and sagifestions. The percentage jEor filling up the 
total number of vacancies in ministerial apimintments from members 
of this community ^tas laid down later in Governnient of Bengal Memo- 
randum No. 9S98 A., dated the 2l8t September, IJKIG, 4 copy of which* 
is laid on the Library table. Attempts are being made, as vacancies' 
occur, to bring the percentage employed in the district of Jessore up 
to the required standard. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8; AA^th ndercnce to the last part of 
tbt answer, may I know what is the -required standard ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Kban Bahadur: 

That varies with ditlerent appointments. • 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Wiih reference to tin* last answer, 
do till (ioMMimicnt think it d(‘sinibl<* to bring tbe jMM'ceniage of 
scheduled castes em|)lo>ed in distri<*l.s other than dessore to the 
required standard!" 

Mr. 8PEAKER. (tnler. order. 'J'hat question do(‘s not arise. 
You have j>ut a iim’stioii ahoui certain jip]>ointm(*nts in lh<* district of 
Jesson*, ami I do not tliink it is fair that nou should ask a (|uestion 
raising a gcm'ral issue. You can ask any (|uestio!i within the issm* 
that has been raised. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: How many of the 82 clerks 
are Muslims !" 

Mr. BREAKER: (tide#, ord(‘r. i liav(* alnunly ruled in connec- 
tion w'ith a (juestion which is of a severely restricted nature that no 
other issue .should be permitted to be rai.sed, lunyiuse once it is done, 
it will be very difficult to keep control over such supplementary 
questions. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: The llonTde Mini.ster has said that 
attempts are being made to bring the j)er(eiilage to the recjiiired 
standard; I ask, would the (iovernmen^ he able t(» come to a final 
decision within ijie cal^idar \ear!" 

The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Kban Bahadur: 

It depend.s upon how ni^tny vacaneieg occur during the period. 

• • 

Mr. RABIK LAL BISWAS: Does the Government expect to 
come to a decision within the calendar ^"^ar as to the percentage of 
scheduled castes employed in tbe district of Jessore P 
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. Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas: I am afraid your question fixing 
the percentage does not arise because the answer says that the per- 
centage for filling up the total number of vacancies in ministerial 
appointments from members of this community was laid* down in 
Memorandum No. 9898A of 2l8t September, 1936. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: As regards the Memorandum, the 
answer says that a copy lias be€^ placed on the Library table . 

Mr.^PEAKER: Order, order You will find it on the table. 


Petty cUes in the Presidency Police Courts, Calcutta. 

•63. Mr. AFTAB ALI: Will tlie Hon'lde Minister in charge of 
the Judicial Department be pleased to state the average Tiumber of 
petty cases daily disposed of in the Presidency Police ('ourts of C/alcuttaP 

The Hon*ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

316 in dune, 1937. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: May 1 uho di si>osed of these 316 

cases in a day P 
(ISo reply.) 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May I knoA whether 316 
cases are disposed of daily or in a month ? 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Daily, Sir. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: I have given notice of a motion 
for discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have Ix^en flooded with so many adjournment 
motions that I do not know’ to'which I have given my ^consent. 

Dr. d. M. 1IA8 GUPTA: I have also tabled a similar motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have yrtu got anything to say, Sir, Nazimnddin, 
about the adjournment motion which is proposed to be moved? 
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Hm HonWt Khwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As a general prinoii^e 

80 an adjournment motion is concerned, the question is urgent 

and important only if it is a continuing one. So far as the present 
case is concerned this incident is now over and the House can have 
opportunities of discussing this later on, especially in view of the 
proximity of a discussion on the appropriate grant in the Budget. Then 
it cannot be siiid that it is of urgent public imi>ortance, l)ecau8e the 
incident is past and has no force at alL The other jioini is that this 
question is sub jvdice as well. 

Mfa SPEAKER: Are there any eases jMuiding in law <*ourtj«rf 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: Even if the case is sub judire 
that did not prevent the Pres.s Officer from issuing a fress note. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to know definitely whether this case is not 
of a continuing chara( ter and that, therefore, the moti<m i** not in order. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: I submit that the effect of this ]Mirticular 
Police order which ii‘siiltcd in that incident is a continuing one and 
that there is alwa\s the daiigci td a recurrence of sindi lmpp(‘nings, It 
i> the dut\ of tliis House to ^ive its o]>inion on an important issue like 
this. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: (hi a point ol order. The 
rule savs that it must he a mallei of lecent occurrence. It do4‘s not 
say that it must lie ol .i i-oiitmuing charactei. So far as the piacticc 
of the llou.'^c m (oncerned, manv adjournment motions were bn iigtit 
in the ]iast wiiu li arose out ol incidents whiih ha<i ilefinitely expired 
and had no continuing’ eff(‘ct^at all. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: The nr>tification has a continuing 
effect because it says that until this order is withdrawn, etc., etc. 

Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: Pule 105, which restricts the 
right to move an adjournment motion Hiiy.s, that tlie mtitlon inu^t Vie 
restricted to a sjiecific matter of recent occurrence. 7'hat does not mean 
that it must be a continuing one. 'fhat means that the oi’ciirrencc ha.s 
recently taken place. 

Dr. NALINAIAHA %ANYAL: May 1 draw your attention to jiage 
247 of May's parliamentary IVactice, lefth Edition? With refereruo 
to a reply given by the Ilon’lile Minister for Home Affairs, restrictions 
on motions for adjournment have been# definitely and sjiscifically laid 
down in Maj^’s Parliamentary Pracfiio w'bicb is as follows: — 

* That it must raise a single specific matier of recent oct’urrence and 

as the matter to be discussed must* be of an urgent nature, no notice 
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should be given of an intention to resort to the motion on a fntnre 
occasion and if the matter fails to obtain the requisite support ij can- 
not during* the same session be taken up again nor can more then one 
motion for adjournment under the Standing Order be made 'during the 
same sitting of the House. The responsibility of bringing forward a 
subject as a definite matter of urgent public importance rests with the 
member wlio desires to exercise the right given by the Standing Order, 
and there must be a privia faciti case of urgency — a prima facie case 
that is all the restriction that has been placed in the Parliamentary 
Practic e obtaining in tireat Pritain and not as the Home Minister says, 
that in tireat Britain unless a maWer is of •i-ontinuing urgency it cannot 
be taken up. I submit that this is as you hate yourself laid down a 
few days ago in a ruling that an adjournment motion is of the nature 
of (‘xamining dii executive notion of (lovernimmi and if necessary to 
pass a censure on the same specific action ot (lovernment and when a 
mutter of naiin‘e conies up it must be n unit ter which has actually 
happened and is past — a matter which is being brought before the 
House is a (jiiestioii of confidence in (be Ministry. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a i>oint of personal 

•explanation, Sir. 1 raised the jHtint lliat the matter should be urgent 
and that it should lia\e a continuing effect As the im ident is over, 1 
submit that the matter is not uigent, i)eiaus(* a c(‘nsure can be given 
later on. It makes no difference whether it is taken uj) this day or a 
week benc(* or evem lat(*r on. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have heard witli all attention boAh the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Njizimmldin as well as the other Speakers on my left as 
legurds tlie jKiint as to whether tlie motion is in (»rder or not. The 
Hon’hle Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin raises the contention that the motion 
is not of urgent jnihlic importaiue on the ground that it has bt*en 
actually an accomplished fact ali^ady — an event which is gone by and 
is not going to re<‘ur. His s<*cond contention is that this question can 
very well he di'^cus.sed during the Budget grants. Both are important 
points to l>e considered hut I think in view* ot his latter statement he 
does not ( ontend tliat in s«) far as the incidents are concerned they must 
be fHintinuiug incidents. Anyway, sub-section {2) of section 105 says, 
that an adjournment motion .must he a motion restricted to e specific 
matter of recent occurrenc'e. The interpretation off the word “occur- 
reiK’e” < an only be made on the assumption that it is a jwi.st incident, 
and as sutdi. 1 do not think that his contention is valid on that score. 
He has al.so submitted that this is not a matter of urgent im|xyrtance 
on the ground that it is not continuing. 1 am afraid that also is a 
<X)n tent ion wdiich wuinot he accepted in the sj>ecific case. ’ There may 
be cireum.stanees in a particular case w^here it woi^ be desirable 'to 
bold that a matter is not of urgent public importance, on the ground 
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that Ae indident is past and gone, but the motion as it has been'drafted 
raised prima facie a question of urgent public im(x)rtance add as far as 
I have seen the decisions on this jjoint the Sjieaker cannot go beyond 
the purport 4>t the resolution itself and the S|H‘aker has to be Satisfied 
as to whether on the jwper before him an^ urgent public c{uestion has 
be^ raised or not. In view of tiiat 1 Imld that this is a matter which 
refers to a sjmitic matter ot re< occurrence. The only contention 
is whether this is a mutter whi< h '•an be discussed during Budget grant. 
Unfortunately there is no assurance that this can at all bciAaken up 
during Budget grant, becaust* tfe priority will deynuol on ballot and 
there have been decisi<uis both in the I'eniral liCgisIaturt* as wtdl as :n 
Parliament, that even Ihotigli a matter cfuild be disoussetl during Budget 
grant, the fact that it not |nolal>le will delcriinnt' whctloM’ it can be 
discussed or not. In \ic\^ ot that and in view ot the fact lliut the mover 
has ffrima facie made uj) his |M»in< that this is a matter of urgent public 
im]K>rtance. it is not for ttie SjK akei- t4> inlc it out on t ha aground of 
being not urgent piitilit imiwutanc4‘. I held that this is in order and 
I will now have to ask tht' Icunc of the House. Those giuithunen who 
are in favour of leav(' lieing granteil will kindlx rise in Iheif seats. 

(I’lu* meml>ers mse ami tlie count was taken.) 

1 find more than ot) lias stiunl and in view of that J projxi.se to take 
tlu‘ matter up punctually at (i oMock. 

(A memher to the left “mpiireil in Bengali us to the fate of his 
motion.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: So tai as \<»ur adjoin nment motion is concerned, 
it has been nil«l out on Ihe gioiind that thme is already one adjourn- 
ment motion fixed for to-day and then* is another reason why 1 have 
ruled it out, naIm‘l^, your occurrence relates to an incident which took 
place on 17th July last. I do not think that a matter, which occurred 
on the ITth July, <an 1m* considered as of urgent public im|X>rtanc6 
to bo discussed to-day. rnl<*.s.s you iollow in conformity with tho rules 
and unless you get the S{M*akei’s (onseni, \ou cannot discuss u matter. 
And I have not given my consent. 1 might inform the House that 
there are .several adjournm<‘nt motions n*lating to this matter which 
have been rul€*d out. 


pOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal L^ielature (Removal of disqualifloatleiM) Bill, 1B37. 

Tlie Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUD6 iN: Sir, I beg to* introduce a 
Bill to declare tliat the holders of certain offices of profit under the 
Crown in India shall not be disqualified for* {nenibership of the Bengal 
Legislature. 
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I abo heg to move that the said Bill be taken into consideration. 

Sir, it i.s a very simple Bill just to take powers to enal^e the 
members of this House to hold certain specified offices such as Parlia- 
mentary Secretaries and Under-Secretaries. It is also to enable certain 
persons who are employees of State Railways who would ordinarily l>e 
elijrihle for membership but owing to the Act they cannot be unless 
"the discjualification is specially removed. The third* class of people 
are those who are in receipt of fees or salaries from Government such 
as Goverament Pleaders and other classes. 

These are the three classes of i)eople. The Bill only enables members 
to continue as members of this House in spite of the fact that they are 
in recei])t of salaries from Government. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: ilr, Speaker, Sir, I have 
not got couseni of all the members and I am awaiting your decision. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: d ecision is (piile definite, speciti(‘ and clear, 

that is, you cannot moM‘ the names for which you have not received 
consent. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; May I be permitted to 
road over the Jiajnes? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : ^’ou can do so of those j>ersons whose consent you 
have received. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, 1 l)eg to move that 
the Bill be referred to a Select Uommittee consisting of — 

Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, 

Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

Khan Bahadur llashem Ali Khan, 

Maulvi Al>u Hossain Sarkar, and myself. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : The name of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar is not 
there. I am sorr\ I must rule this motion out bfecause you did not give 
to the Secretary any consent of these members. I am quite prepared 
to take even nou it you are willing to give i^ now. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I cannot give you, Sir. 

-I 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Hasliemy, you should not have wasted the 
time of the House in this way. 

The motion that clause 1 stands part of the Bill was put and agrfeed 
to. 
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Millfvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I be^ to move that in tiii>>ctause (a) 
of clause 2, in lines 1 and 2, the words ‘*or a Parliamentary Under- 
secretary*’ be omitted. 


(The member spoke in Ben^^li in support of his motion.) 


TImi How^bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, by having? n provision 
in the Bill that •Parliamentary Secretaries and Parliamentary Undei^ 
Secretaries may be appointed does not mean that Government will 
necessarily appoint Parliamentary Secretaries and Under-S#cre(aries. 
It only enables them to do so if they find it necessary. Sir, the members 
can have no idea of the ditiiculties we are liavinjj hero in carryinff 
without any assistance. May I cite one example which lias happened 
just now? Because the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy arrived a few minutes 
late there was dillicultv in answerinj^^ a question. Supi^)sinfr he hud a 
Parliamentary Secretary here the latter could have answered for him 
and there would Imve been no reason for inconvenience to nnunbers in 
receiving a reply. May I aj^-ain point out. Sir, that owin^^ to the fact 
that we have the I pper lloust' and the Lowit House the Ministers at 
the present time have f^ot to attend both these Houses. We have 
started from 2-1') to-day and without practically any interruption we 
will have to j^o on till lO-dO with hardly any time either for tea or for 
dinuei — Sir, that i^ the point of view 1 would ask the IIouHe to consider. 
After all if Government were to appoint Parliamentary Secretaries And 
rnder-Secretaries in such numbers or on such .sahiries that the House 
did not approve of, it would be a matter on which Government could be 
censured. This Bill only enables the (iovernment, if they feel it 
necessar\ and if they ca!i justify before the le^-iHlat\n'e the necessity 
for apjmint Parliamentary Secretaries and Under-Secretaries, and 
then and then only this question will ari.se. This is all that this Bill 
requires. Of cf)ur.se, so inu^h has been said about what takes })Iace in 
England, but it is to be noted that apart from the Jhirliaimuitury 
Secretaries and Under-Secretaries, they also have IHujorary Secretaries 
or unpaid Parliamentary Secretaries. So in this case this Bill only 
gives tlie Govei'imient the right to l)e able to appoint Parliamentary 
Under-Secretaries and I hope the House wdll supf>ort this Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I propose, if possible, to dispose of this Bill 
before 6 o’clock. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Hakim Uiat in sub-clause (b) of clause 
2 in lines 1 and 2| the #ord.s “or a Parliamentary Under-Secretary” be 
omitted, was pjjt. ^ 

After Mr. Speaker declared the motion to be lost, Maulvi Abdul 
Hakim stood up and sai^ that he (tlaimcgl a Division. • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Generally I expect the member in whose name the 
motion stands to rise up and shout “Division. ” Certainly the House do 
not expect me to look on all sides to see who stands up. 
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Dr. MALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May I have your penniesion, Sir, to 
move the next amendment on behaif of Mr. Surendra Mohon Moitra 
who huH authorised me to do so? 


Mr. SPEAKER: As there are other speakers, you might formallv 
move it. 

Maulvi Abdul Hakim and Mr. Abdul Karim did not move the 
amendment. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 shall be as brief as possible. 
I beg to move that sub-clause (b) of clause 2 be omitted. 

Sir, my r<‘asous are very simple. 1 find here that people, who are 
not whole-tiimj officers but who at the siune time receive some amount 
ol lee or salary, might be permitted to be memf)er8 of the legislature. 
1 think this is very wrong in principle. We know by expeiience that 
Public Prosecutors in various districts, altliough the}' are not w'hole- 
tinie ( juvei iinienl servants, come und(*r this category and have very often 
gone very much beyond reasonble limits in heljiing the cause of certain 
candidutes and ottering tliemselves for candidature in vaiious local 
bodies and even in the legislat ur(‘. 1 also ieel tliat il there be patronages 

for such of them as will be in this House and there be also remuneration 
for tliem from diflertfent directions, th(*n (lovernment would have ample 
opporl unit} of winning over certain membeis to their side. In view of 
these dangers I beg to mov'e that this sub-clause be omitted. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, 1 beg to move that in sub-clause (b) ot 
clause 2, in line 1, after the words “an otiice the words '^otlier than that 
of Crovernment Pliunlers anil Public Prosecutors' ’ be inseited. 

Sir, I liave exact i\ the same reasons mi sujiport ot my motion. It 
lias been found tioiii experience that (lovernment Pleaders and Public 
Prosecutors often stand in ditterent constituencies as candidates and as 
a result they always get tlie support ot all (.ioveinmeut otiicials, although 
(iovernment otiicials are not allowed to take part in these matters. I 
find also that an exemj»tion was made in the case of the President of the 
Improvemeul Trust, altliough he is a whole-time officer drawing a fat 
salary. I have not bunighl him in, because 1 want to exclude Govern- 
ment l^eaders and Public Pro.semitors now. 1 do not want to take up 
any more of .vour time, Sir, but 1 think that Dr. Sauyal has vefy rightly 
pointed out that iu matters like this these persons sli&uld not be allow'ed 
to stand. * 

The Hon^bla Khwaja Sir IfAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it will be a great 
mistake to accept this amendment as it will debar persons dike Govern- 
ment Pleaders and Public. Prosecutors who bold a certain anmunt of 
influential position in the districts with local knowledge and experience. 
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Th«s« are the type of men you want in the legislature. If they can 
afford the time and sacrifit^O on their part, 1 do not think it advisable 
that they should be debarred. Therefore I think the amendments that 
have been ^ moved not be aerepled. Beshles, if I may point out, 
this Bill enables also Indian Territorial Ofticers or otfi<*er8 in the India 
Army and Heserve of Officers to be qualified for election and if this 
amendmfent be iiccepted, they will also be delMirred from hetxuuing 
members of the LegisLitive Assembly. Therefore, 1 submit tlmt the 
House will reject all the amendments that have been moved. 

The motion of Mr. 1*. Ihinerji was put ami a division ^cjaimetl. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Would il not be bedei to luive a division on the 
deletion clause!’' It is lumh bettci to leave this motioifaud to have :n 
Division on the other, but it is entirely a matter for you lo decide. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, we have already claimed u 
division o\cr Mr. Haiu*rji’s motion. 

On the iiuUiou being put it was declared to be lost. . 


Mr. SPEAKER: Onici, oidet. 1 might ju«t inform the House that 
ii the Ilou^e ac( ej>t> the aiiuMuliiient of Banerji, then b\ implica- 

tion they de< ide on the letention oi the clause, liecause you cannot 
incorporate someilnug iii((i a pailiculai sub-clause witluMit (le<’iding 
that that sub-(lause should be retaine<l. So, I might tell the House 
defiiiitel> so iai l)i. SauNal’s motion is conceiiiHl, if 

Mr. P. Haiieiji’s aiuendiiieiit is cuii tied, amendment No. o will not ariHe. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SAnVaL: On a point of orjior, Sir. You had 
previou-siy given tlie ruling 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I wanted to know whether if 1 put 
amendment No. o to division --jrer.sonally I did not ex|)ec.t a division ou 
this motion, but on the other motion — then 1 would luive to 
merit No. 8 of .Mr. 1*. Hauerji to vote first. 


Or. NALINAieSHA^ANYAL: I can as.sure you, Sir, that 1 sliall 
not call a ilivision on my amemlment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case, I sffall put amendment No, 5 firtt, 
vii., that (tu^-clause (b) of clause 2 be omitted. 

The motion was put and lost. 
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Then Mr. P. Banerji’s motion, that in sub-clause (h) of claiue 2, in 
line 1, after the words ‘‘an office” the words “other than that of Govern- 
ment Plea(ler8 and Public Prosecutors” be inserted, was put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


AM«I Hakim. Maalfl. 

AMal MaJM. Maaivl. 

AMai Wahti, Maalvf. 

Aha Hamala larkar, Maaivl. 

Ahal ratal, Mr. m. 
aaatrjta, Mr. r. 

■aaarjM, Mr. Pramaiha Nath. 

■aaarjl, Mr. lalya Mra. 

■aaaarjM, Mr. Maaaraa|aa. 

Aaiv, Mr. lahlMli Ki^.aar. 

•haarmlk, Dr. QhMaia Ohaahra. 
ainrai. Mr. Ratik Ut*' 

■liwat, Mr. tartfiirallath. 

•oM. Mr. larat Ghanira. 

Ahakrabarty, iaha Naranhra Narayaa. 
Ghakraharty. Mr. JatlMra Nath. 
Ohattapadliyay. ■•hu Narlpaha* 
OhaaGharl, Hal Harantfra Nath. 
Ohlpranaala, Mr. J. 

Oaa Naha Mahim Ghaatira. 

Daa, iaha RaGhanath. 

Dat Rayta. Saha Khagaaira Nath. 

Oai Oapta, Or. 4. M. 

Oaa Rayta, Mr. Naraagra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. DhlraaGra Nath. 

Ratal, Mr. HaraaGra. 

Ratta, Mr. lakuiaar. 

Datta Rayta, Mill Mira. 

Datta MaivaiGar, Mr. NIharaaGa. 
ImGaGul Hagaa, Kaxl. 

Rhoaa, Mr. AtuI Krlahaa. 

Rayta, Mr. Gagath GhaaGra. 


Rayta, Mr. G. N. 

Haaaa All GhawGhary, Mr. tyaG. 
Hlmatalafka, Mr. prahbaGayal. 
GalaMGGIa Naabamy, Mr. lyaG. 

Gaaab AN MaJanGar. Maaivl. 

KahiraGGIa Khaa, Khaa lahlh. 

Kaaiar. Mr. Atal OhmiGra. 

KaaGa, Mr. NIthHha Nath. 

Maltl, Mr. Nlhaa|a Rahari. 

MalaaiGar, Mrs. Haaiayrava. 

MaaaaiGar, Mr. RlraaGra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Itwar GhaaGra. 

Maairwuamaa lalamahaGI, Maaiaaa MG. 
Maqbul Hetaia, Mr. 

Makarll, Mr. DhlraaGra Narayaa. 
Makharjaa, Mr. B. 

Makharji. Dr.gharat GhaaGra. 

Mullick, irijut Aihutaih. 

Paia, Mr. BaraGa praaaaaa. 

RaailaaGGIa AhmaG, Mr. 

Ray, Kamar Ihib Shakharaawar. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriahaa. 

Ray, Mr. KIran laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Klahori Patl. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatha Nath. 

•aayal, Or. Naliaaktha. 
laayal, Mr. haaaaka takhar. 

•aa, Baha NaganGra Nath. 
thaaiiaGGin AhaiaG, Mr. M. 
tinha, Irijat MaaiaGra Bhataa. 

•ar, Mr. HaraaGra Kaaiar/ 

Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES. 


AhGal Aili, Maaiaaa MG. 

AMal Bari, Maaivl. 

AMal Mala, Mr. MIrta. 

AMal MiRi Hta. Mr. 

AMal Hakaam, Mr. 

AMal Hakim VIkramyarl, Mr. MG. 

AMal HamlG, Mr. A. M. 

AhRal Mar, Mr. 

AMal Karlai, Mr. 

AMal Latif Bliwaa, Maaivl. 

AMal MaJM, Mr. lyM. 

AMal Wahah Khaa, |Br. 

AMaUa-al MahmaaG, Mr. 

AMar Rahmaa, Khaa BahMar, A. P. M. 
GUMar RaaahlG MahmaM, Mr. 

AMar RaahaaR, Maaivl MG. 

AMar mat, Klma iahlh MBhlm. 

AhGal Raat, Mr. Ibah. 

AMat tahaaG, Maaivl MtL ^ 
AhlGar Ran RhaaMhaiy, KBaa RMir. 


Ahal Hanla, Mr. AhmaG. 

Abul Qaamai, Maaivl. 

ANab Hatala GaarGar, Maaivl. 

AhnaG All, Khaa laMh Maaiaaa Kpayatyari 
AhmM All MrlGha, Maaivl. 

AhaitG Haaala, Mr. 

AltaxaGGIa AhmaG Khaa BahaGar. 

AmlaaHah, Maaivl. 

Amir AH, MG. Mia. 

Krmatraai, Mr. W. L. 

AahrataN, Mr. M. • 

AHaiaGGia AhamG, IRr. 

AalM Hamaia Khaa, Maalvi. 

Athar AH. Maaivl. 

Barat AH, Mr. MG. 

B arm a, Baha Pramharf. 

Barma, Mr. PanAPt 
Barmaa, Baha OyaaGra mih.« 

Bata, Baha GattaRra Rath. 

BitanM, BaM Lakahari RMMTha. 


RamyhaN, tir Baarft, Kt. 
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OMpir, »r. e. «. 

MlllM Mr. t. «. 

OM.A4k«iMuui^ 

0ai, nr. Kktt ■li«tte. 

OM. Mr. M«>Mlun. 

Ossa. ilMi OtiMtfri Ritk. 

£<>#. iir. ttpwiPriMtfc. - 
PvM liMt Cll*w<li«nr. Mr. M. 

PariMt taw Kliaa«M. ttf aii; 

PuHrf Na4, tiM MM*Mf Mr. A. K. 

PaiM Qsaiir. Kfeaa taliaPvr Maatvi. 

Pailar Ratiaiaa. Mr. 

Pailar Rakaiaa Maktaar, Mr. 

Otataptfia Akaiak Okaatfliary. Hr. 

Ralaai lararar Hataiai, Mr. Ikak lyatf. 

•riffitki. Mr. C. 

Raraai. Mr. Daaikar llafk. 

HaMkallak, tM H§a*kl« Naaftk taka4ar K., af 
Oaeca. 

NattaMla Okawkkary, Maalvi. 

Maatiakkin Akaiak, Kkaa Sakik. 

NaMaatiaaian, Maolvi Mtf. 

Maikaai All Khan, Khan Rakakar. 

Mailna Martkaa, Mrs. 

Nataaially Jamadar, Kkaa Sahib. 

Maywaad, Mr. Rofara. 

Maadry, Mr. OavM. 
layakaai, Mr. M. A. H. 
darimaddia Ahaiad. Mr. 

Kabiraddia Kkaa, Kkaa Sakik. 

Kaaaai All Miru. Sabibiada Kavaa dak Syad. 
MacLaaehlaa, Mr. 0. S. 

Maftaaddia Okaadkary. Maalvi. 

Macaira, Mr. L. T. 

Hahtab, Makaraikamar, Uday Ckand. 

Mabiabaddia Ahmad. Kkaa Rakadar. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Maadal, Mr. Ranka Rahari. 

Maadal, Mr. Rirat Obaadra. 

Mandal, Mr. dafat CkMidra. 

Maadal, Mr. dacandra Nath. 

Maadal, Mr. Kriahaa Praiad. 

Milti. IRr. C. W. 

Miliar. Mr. R. 

Milaa-Rabtrtaaa, Mr. O.E.L 
Makifn Alt. Mr. Md. 

Mariaa, Mr. 0. 

Maalam All Mailab, Maalvi. 


Ma nM ai a l Mir, MrrNI IM. 

MatoMMai Atial, RRaa SrMI ManKri tlMi. 
MtkaaiBMd AN. Kkaa laRaiar. 

MakaaiaMd Ibrabiai, Maalvi. 

Makaaaaiad Ubasaf, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiad laraU, Maalvi. 

Mabaaiaiad UddNaa. Dr. Syad. 
a Mabaaiaiad lataimaa. Mr. 

Malllak, Mr. Falla iakary. 

Maabarraff Naiaala. tba Naa'Ma Naarak, Kkaa 
■abadar. 

Mathitaiaral Nasaa. Mr. Syad. 

Maitata All Dayraa Sahib. Mr. 

Naady. tha Haa'Ma Makaraja trii Obaadra, at 
KattmkBiar. i« 

NataraHah, Nawabiada K. 

Raatkar All, tka Naa'Ma Maalvi Syad. 

NaaiaiaddiA tka Naa'Ma Kbwaja fir. K.0.1.1. 
Nirnma. Mr. T. R. 

FaMan, Mr. W. 0. d ^ 

Rabmaa. Kkaa Rakadar A. M. i. 

Raikat, tba Naa’Ma Mr. Pbataaaa Dab. 

Rajibvddia Taratdar. Maalvi. 

Ray Okaadkary, Mr. Riraadra Klakara. 

Raiaar Rahman Kkaa, Mr. 

Ray, Raba Fatiram. 

Ray, tka Naa'Ma Mr Riiay Fraaad Sla|b, Kt 
Ray. Mr. Dhaaaajay. 

Sadaraddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Sairaddia Ahmad, NaJI. 

Salim. Mr. t. A. 

Sarkar, Raba Madhaiadan. 

Sarkar, tka Naa’Ma Mr. Nalini Raa^aa. 

Saaaaaa, Mr. R. M. 

Sarajai lalam. Mr. 

Sbakabaddin. Mr. Khwaja, O.R.I. 

Skakadali, Mr. 

Sbamiaddia Ahmad Kkaadkar, Mr. 

Stafka. Raba Kakatra Nath. 

Sabrawardy, tka Naa'Ma Mr. N. S. 

Tamiiaddla Kkaa. Maalvi. 

Tkakar, Mr. Framatka Raajaa. 

Tatal Ahmad Okaadkary, Maalvi Na|t. 

Waliar Rabmaa. MaaMU 
Waat, Mra. Eliaa. 

Wardavrartb, Mr. W. % 

YaaaaT Mirta. 

Vaiaf Alt Okaadkary, Mr. 

Zahar Ahmad Obaadhury, Mr. 


Tlie A\(’s hcin;.^ fil and the Xoe.s IdT, tlie niotioii was lost. 


ClauH’ 2. 


to. 


The 


thjft claiAe 2 stands part of the Bill was put and agreed 


Preamble. 

. The motion that the Preamble stands pyt #f the*Bill wes put and 
agreed to, * 

17 
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The Hon^hie Ktimje Sir MAZIMUDOIN: Sir, l beg to move that 
the Bill aa settled in Assembly be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We shall now take up the adjournment motion. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
business of the House be adjourned in order to consider a matter of 
urgent public imi)ortance, viz., the situation that has been created by 
indiscriminate charge by the Calcutta Police on peaceful and un- 
resisting ])roce88ionists in Calcutta on the evening of the 14th of August, 
1937, resulting in injuries of various degrees of severity to a large num- 
ber of the processionists, l>oth ladies and geiitlenien. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, though a very attentive listener to the debates up 
till now, I have refrained from taking any jwrt in them. My reason is 
the trend — the dei>lorable trend — that discussions have l)een taking of 
late by which every (j nest ion of public inii>ortance or intei est is suj>- 
posed to l>e dictated by communal objects or an intention to attack the 
Ministry. • In my opinion, this was not a suitable atmosphere to deli- 
berate on jmblic juatters of imjK)rtnnce. More deplorable to my mind 
w’as, wdiat 1 found to be the habit liere of making up for 'want of infor- 
mation regarding any particular question by force of elocution and by 
the violence of the adjectives used. I suhmit tliat tins practice, to say 
the least of it, is extremely deidorahle and is not calculated to produce 
that poise which is absolutely essential for the proper function of a 
deliberative Ixaly like this Assembly. , 

Sir, the reason why T have come forward to mtjve this motion is that 
1 do Ixdieve that it is a matter of first -rate imjiortance involving the 
rights of every citizen of Calcutta and its suburbs. 

In dealing with it, 1 tirst refer to the incident itself, which I had 
ample opportunities of observing as an eyo-wdtness. Then 1 will dwell 
upon its tw'o srquehv, viz., the .subse<iuent meeting in the Town Hall in 
which the Hon ’hie the Chief Minister and his colleagues received a 
special weleoino from certain sect ions of the citizens of Calcutta and 
also a press communique issued by Governmenlf this ^omin 

Sir, it is in my opinion wholly unnecessary to refer to^he deep feeling 
that has been produced in this dountr\^ on account of the hunger-strike 
by a large ntimber {x>litical 'prisoners both in the Andamans and in 
India and public ^xpreesion in^mnonstration are as unavoidable as they 
are necessary, pdmculafiy in ailemocratic country it is one of the most 
important methodsvt){ drawing attention to any grievances of the paUio. 
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Wli«ii this fundamental right is sought to be absolutely suppressed with- 
out ^y expressed or generally acceptable reasons there is bound to be 
some* amount of heat and resentment in the mind of the public. 

Sir, scTfar as the Saturday’s incident is concerned, it was advertiaed 
that a meeting of citizens of Calcutta should take place in the Town 
Hall and I was requested to attend and address. As I arrived there I saw 
my watch: it was exactly 5-20. I was told that the processionists were 
not able to come to Town Hall: the processionists consisted of a large 
number of ladies and girls and they were squatting at the junction of 
Strand Koad and K>])lanade West, Myself and my friend Mr. Kamal 
Krisna lloy in the absence ol any <ither accredited leader, ivin to iluit 
place and saw a big police torce there and a huge number of resivonsible 
pK)lice officers— two Deputy (’(Uiimissioners and a |air number of 
A.ssisiiuit ( oiiiini^Hioiieis {md other imjH)rtant officers — and also the 
proces.sioiiistv sfiuatting, m the centre there were the ladii's and 
surrounding them the iioys. 1 (Ir>t approached the Deputy (kmunis- 
sioner whom I km*\\ (it is unnec(‘ss4ji \ to mention names i who is one 
of the mo't iiitlueniial meinhers of the (ahtitta Police and enquired 
of him regarding the (ause of this trouhle. The gist of wluM he said 
is this: that tlie Commissioner’s <»rder was very definite that no 
procession should lie jiermitted within the prohihiteil area am] naturally 
he wanted tnese pioce-^sionists to disperse. 1 empiircMl what did he 
mean hy proie.s.sioiiists. Suppo.sing 10 or o p(><>ple went :M)e replied 
e\en that number will not be allowed becau.se that would mean a 
processhui if the\ carried flags. Then J asked if one or two proceeiU^d 
carrying flags, would that be a procession and would he stop it. 
He replied thiU his orders were definife. NolKidy should be allowed to 
go with flags:*but if they downed the national flags they could go. 

Sir, it is known that a serious attempt is being imMlt* bv the Viceroy 
to Jiitroduce a new eia of c(^ojH‘ration with the (kmgresft ami we expect 
that the nationul flag would lie fl.viug over iiovernment buildings btdore 
long. 1 received the extraordinary Teplrthat it might hapixMi in other 
provinces but ne^er in ilengal. 1 replied that Hengal was not outside 
India. 

Then I went over to the proce.ssionisfs and acquainted thent with the 
definite instructions of the working cominiltee that there should lie 
absolutely no civil (ii.s(d)edience uiifier anv circumstances, 

I askeil^ie jM^^ce ogicers whether they would allow these pi or es. 
Bionists tg4»‘oceed to the Town Hall w ith flags even in single fileg. The 
reply I receive?! was that they would nof l>e allow'od to carry their flags 
either towards the Towin Hall or towards the town. I might mention 
that thp prohibited area is Iwunded by tJfe Strand Road and*the Auckland 
Road, so.Sfrand Road itself wa.s not 1 ipiohibiled area and when they 
Vere arrested thej* were not in a prohibited area at all. ' That being so, as 
I said, I reached there at about 5>25'and the police charge took place at 
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6-86. Within that short time I had no further opportunity of a discus- 
eion ant] jus! at the time when the Mounted Police and the prisoij van 
arrived there was an order ior hithi charg-e. I migrht mention that when 
the prison van amved an ultimatum of five minutes to disperse* was given 
to the processionists. In the Communique there is also mention of a 
charge by the jwocessionists. I solemnly inform the House that so long 
as I was there, there was absolutely no charge by the pro'cessionists. Tt 
might have taken place before my arrival. I arrived there 10 or 15 
minutes l^efore the charge was made by the jx)lice. Then the order for 
charge was given girls were arrested and put inside the prison van. 
There was a regular charge. It is claimed that the lathis were held 
horizon1all> and the jirocessioni^ts were pushed. It is a hopelessly 
incorrect statement because I saw these lathis in all directions of the sky. 
In fact the lathis were used indisj‘riininately . That was the state of 
affairs, and when I was being taken to the luil Bazar thana I had an 
opportunity of seeing the occurrence for a short time. The whole place 
was a]>solutely littered with shoes and tilings like that liecause the charge 
w^as made with so much violence that the jxmple had no time to jiut on 
their shoes and the piecipated manner in which they fled was further 
proved by a large numhei of shoes and otluT things that were found 
strewn o\(‘r tin* place*. 1 tound peojde flying in all sorts of direction. 

Now, Sir, this sentiment in the count r\ is very natural — the senti- 
ment and appri*li(*nsion for tin* liie of' so niarty of Bengal’s hoys doing 
hunger-strike in the prisons in the Andamalae and the expression of 
public opinion is simply unavoidahie. I submit, Sir, that any attempt 
(o gag them without justification cannot but be resented by the general 
public. 

1 know only a few days ago Sir Nazimuddin expressed his apprehen- 
sion that there might he recrude.scence of ♦ *’iokMice if the political pri- 
soners were released. 1 wonder if Sir Naziinuddip, thinks that violence 
will disuixjjear from the world. Was not that |irince of j)eace Jesus 
Christ himself subjected to iuhumun \iolence? Does not Sir Nazim- 
uddin think that it is a gross piece of violence — uncultured peace, a 
shaimdess piwe of violence, by the jiolice on unresisting and peaceful 
public »)n Saturday e\ening. 

Now, Sir, it is a known fact that violence is contagious, violence 
always jiroduces res|H)nsive violence. What I epecia!lyr% dr^* the 
attention of the House to is that unless this sorf of el^utive^^iolence is 
controlled it cannot but keep up the sj>irit4>f re«ponwve,^violeuoe in the 
minds of the public and I again submit that this was so very unnecessary. 

I know, ^ir, that Sir Nazimttddin has been so long administMing 
according to the dictates of the past bureaucracy. It must be very 
difficult for him to see things m any other light. But I fail to understand 
how is it that the Hon’ble Chief MiniMer is unable to appreciate the deep 
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in the country in regard to this happening. Even yesterday it 
was sought to be proved that the demonstration was artificial and the 
Congress party was manipulating it simply as an attack on the Ministry 
(interruption). I know circumstances always make strange bed-fellows ; 
as mv honourable friend knows, when lie was elected Deputy Mayor of 
the Calcutta Corporation he was first selecteil by the ('ongress and his 
present friends^and his communal friends supiiorted him afterwaitls. 
Why did we select him — liecause of his jioliticnl experience. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 


MaiHvi ABDUL BARI: 1 opjxise this motion for udjcnirument. But 
I want this lloiise not to inisunderstand me. I want to tell this House 
that I am in sympathy with those jieople who are the# sufferers at the 
incident of Saturday. But T opjMise this motion as a matter of prin- 
ciple and 1 opjiose this nutlion on a matter of tact and on the merit of 
the case as well. I op[>ose it a.** a matter ot jirimdph' hecause we find 
that this House is floo<lo<l uitli ailjournment motion^ da\ after day — 
day in and day out — making it iiujiosNihle tor the legislators of this 
province to do anv useful work within this Legislature. 1 have found, 
Sir. that in tin* course of a few da\s there have Immmi as many us four 
or five adjournment Foot ions. Now, the c harge* has la^en levelled 
against the lioy’hle Ministers that they are not going to do any useful 
work in the country; Ihey €^re not going to place their course of action 
before the country r th^’ are hpC|H’epared to take up any progrumme 
of work for tin* uplift of the dMinirv. But is it jiossihle for the lion'hlo 
Ministers — tor any man who has got any sen.se of re.Hi»«nsibility — to 
do an.\ u>etul^w(Hk if they are obstructed in every iMFSsible way P Sir, 
we find that whenever these ([uestions ot adjournment come the 
Ministers base gf)t to study the <omlition.s, they have got to prepare 
their notes and they find tl#ms<dves ahsolutelN out of their alniosphere 
and they cannot attend to other work at all. Thai is the jirinciple 
on which 1 opfiose this ndjourniueiit motion. Moreover', Sir, 1 opiKise 
this adjournment motion on anotlnu’ ground and that is that those who 
are moving these adjournment motions are only wasting a great jiart 
of public money. For examiih*, if you are going t(j move an adjourn- 
nient motion to-day iH^rhaps you will take about two hours’ time for 
diseus.sing this matter and hv killing the‘*e two hours you are wasting 
iLs. 2,5ljj) of the cuuptry which might hi^ve been sfH*nt b:r improvement 
of Primfir^^aluc|^on end of other works. J oiijKise this motion not 
only on Jkiatter^ p^nciple hut alao on merit. I would at once ask 
this House nof to*jtidgje this case on first impression. Sir, 1 will tell 
you what was ray firsi Impression aliout the incident. When I read 
it in the ‘^Ananda Baxar Patrika” at Herhamtwre yestenlav at 4 p.ra. 
when I van engagwl in an enquiry' eomraission with a Pleader Com- 
ntissioner, the first thing which drew my attention was the beadlina of 
dastardly attack and the outrage made by the police on the innocent 
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prooessiooists who were advancing with the procession towards the 
Town Hall in order to raise a protest against the treatment meted out 
to the hunger-strikers in the Andamans. My first impression was that 
the action of the police was really a very deplorable one and a con- 
demnable one and as a matter of fact that would have been the impres- 
sion of any one who was not acquainte<l with full facts. But after 
reading the l^ess Officer’s note and after reading the < editorial of the 
“Azad” and also the **Star of India” and also statements published in 
other papers, the statenteiit of the ”Ananda Bazar Patrika” cannot be 
accepted as the whole truth of the incident that took i>lace on Saturday. 
(Interruption from (’ongress Benches: Because you are under the 
clutches of the Ministery.) If I come under the clutches of the Minis- 
try I will say that you come under the clutches of the leader with- 
out understanding what you are going to do. It is a matter of party 
discipline that everyone must follow his party leader so long as he 
remains a memlier of Ihe party. It is no good saying that this side 
of the House is under the clutches of the Ministers Wcaiise you are 
under the clutches of Mahatma (landhi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru or 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose to come nearer home. Therefore, Sir, that 
sort of interruptions (»r interjections will not help you in the least of 
meeting the argument of the other side. (Dr. X\lin\ksiia Sany.\i. : 
It will help YOU to get a Parliamentary Secretaryship.') 


Mr. SPEAKER. Order, order. Mr. Sanyal, I have allow'cd these 
cross dis(;ussionH to a limit but I find that a motive is attributed and 
I seriously take exception to it. You can certainly carry a debate to 
a high pitch without attributing any motive and I ho|')e that in respect 
of the interruptions which are going on the last thing wjiich a memlier 
should do is to attribute a motive to it. 


Mftilivi ABDUL BARI: I may not reply, ,,to my friend Dr. Xaliiiaksha 
Sanyal but 1 say this much that my friend is also after a Ministry after 
breaking the ])resent Ministry wdiich is an inqxjssihility. 

Xow Sir, through you 1 tell this House that this sort of adjourn- 
ment motions will not advance the cause of the country in the least. 
Now, what was the intention oi this jirocession ^ You know very well 
that on the question of the hunger-strike of the^ Andamans prisoners a 
meeting wa> held on the 9tli Auguiit in the Town Hall itself and therein 
also Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose was presiding. Xow, the meeting perhaps 
was not full and complete anti was not so i)opularl;^ represented, and 
therefore to have a meeting again he sent out an appeal I'-^ough the 
new8i)ai)er8 a.sking the students to muster strong. Theireby Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose was trying to fday in the hands of the students who are 
unsophist icattnl youths and are <infiammable and was thereby trying to 
incite this quarrel with the police and to incite the Governwent also to 
take action again.st them. I will just now read out to you the appeal 
of Mr. Sarat Bose to this effcKi’t whereupon he did not ca l l upon t ba 
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Advocates, he did not call upon Counsel, he did not call upon the 
merchants, but he called uj>on the student community to muetem strong 
in thousands to go in procession to the Town Hall to protest against 
Government action towards the Andamans prisoners. There is also a 
statement of Dr. J. M. Das Gnpta, who we have the pleasure of seeing 
here to-day, which is not a violeuit one hut moderate in nature. There 
is *no mention of the name of Mr. Sarut Chandra Hose. Under oidinary 
circumstances, under ordinary discipline, we will have expected the 
leader to issue an appeal, to lead a procession himself to avoid any dis- 
turhaiue that miglit have occ urred. Hut we find the name of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Hose in the ap|H‘al. I’his was the ap}XMil that was issued to 
the students as published in Uie “Advance’’ of 14th of August: 

*'I api»eal to the students of Calcutta with all t^e earnestness I 
am caj>jihle of to make the All-India Andamans Prisoners* 
Day observance an even more imjuessive manifestation of 
their supjHirt and sxmiKithy for the cause of justice and 
humanity than was st*en on Monday last.** 


So W(‘ come to Monda\ last the !Mh. There was not much response to 
the call of Mr. Sarat ( handra Ho.se and he was not satisfied, lie wanttnl 
to show that this Ministry was unuccepUihle, that this Ministry must 
go, must be brought <lown to the ground. Therefore, Sir, I say that 
ii is not a motion in syinpatliy w’ltli the Andamans prisoners but it is a 
motion of a direct challenge to the Minist(‘r.s and the (*abinct inemWs 
of the Hengal Legislature. Sir, if anylM)d> was responsible for the 
violence that might have been coinmittcHl on that day it W’as Mr. Sarat 

(’handra Hose. 

• 

i he next (luestion is that wlicn there is vicdence it must he met with 
violence ami that is also the ineaching of Pandit .lawahar Jiul Nehru. 
I will just now r<*ad out a*rcj)ort (»f Pandit dawuhar Lai Nehru when 
he was interviewed on tlie |M)int of (he strikers of the* I nited Province®, 
namely, the jsnnt of firing that w'as made. Members of thi.s House 
know’ that in ( nited ib'ovinces tln^re i.s national (lovernment or the 
Congress Government, what<‘ver you call it, hut still there was not only 
latht charges hut also firing on the proee.ssioii of the strikers at (-awn- 
pore, and manv jx^oide lost their lives. That is the Congress Ministry, 
that is the Congress Government. >Jiow% Sir, J was telling you that 
Pandit Ja^harlal Nehru himself suppoffs it. I am reading from the 
^ ‘Hindu ^ m Thursday,# August 

SI^EAlCERs You .know the Parliamentary conventions. You 
can remi extrac ts true,to the puri>ose*but you cannot say “I am read- 
ing from such and such new.spaper8.’* » • 

• 

MflUivi ABDUL BAItis Pandit Nehi*i^ dwelt on the (|ttestion of 
violence and non-violence. 
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Here is the statement from a man who is acknowledged to be the 
leader .and the President of the All-India Congress. Now, after the 
statement can it be said that the present Government of Bengal can 
be accused of having recourse to any sort of mild violence *when they 
found that law and order was going to be outraged in a fashion like 
this, that the order of the Government was going to be violated in a 
manner that was being done on last Saturday. If things like this Are 
permitted to go on, the whole social fabric of the nation will fall to 
the ground and there will be no law and order. That is the position 
to which one will have to be reduced and I would ask if anylx)dy in 
this House is prepared to go that length. On these points also I 
submit that the motion of adjournment on its merit must also fail. 

Then I will^say that the present Ministry cannot be accused with 
having anything to do in this matter. If anything was done it was 
done by the police 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit lesumed 
his seat.) 

Mr! KAMAL KRISHNA ROY a<ldre>.sed the Ibmse in Bengali in 
support of the motion of which the following is an English rendering: — 

Mr. Sp(‘aker, I suf)port tlie adjournment motion brought before the 
Assemibly by the hon’ble Dr. J. M. Das (luj)ta. A tew days back the 
hon’ble speaker reminded the House tliat an adjournment motion sought 
to be brought forward by jio.stjmning the ordinary business of the House 
meant a vote of no confidence against the (jovernment. Bearing in 
mind what the speaker had said and with a full sen^e of responsibility 
and the gravity of the situation arising out of tlie })o^t ponement of the 
ordinary business of the House, 1 firmly sup])ort this adjournment 
motion. » 

I was (piite surprised to find in the morning pajiers the Press (dftic'er’s 
atatement regarding Saturday’s imident. In it an attempt has been 
made to suppress an incident which occurred but a day before by 
twisting and varnisbiug the real facts. If, to-day as memJbers of the 
Legislature, w© fail to secure any redress in regard to this matter, we 
should know whether we are members of the Legislature or something 
else. Just a little while ago the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin stated that 
nothing serious had happened so as to warrant the discussion of an 
adjournment motion. Immetliately up«)n tl^s th^re rtx’Jowed the 
Hon’hle Maiilvi Abdul Bari’s remark that the Ministry c(Vd.d not be 
held responsible for this incident. Thus we find that Kieir statements 
are contradictory to each other and it is quite^ evident from this that 
the Hon’ble Bir Nazimuddin had been aware of it all from before. 

On receipt of Uie news that the {>olice had held up the processionists , 
I hurried to the place of , occurrence and found that the police hAd 
detained a peaceful crowd. Among the crowd which carried the 
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national flag there were a large number of ladies. Upon enquiry we 
leamt from the policemen that they would not allow anybody to proceed 
with & national flag in hand. On being questioned » the processionista 
said that t^jey wanted to pass in batches of ten and not in a procession. 
To this proposal the police agreed but they banned the carrying of the 
national flag. I then enquired of Mr. B. N. Banerji (Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Police) as to when the Congress flag had been declared unlaw- 
ful. He replied that he had received orders not to allow anybody to 
carry the flag. Meanwhile, the processionists were blockaded front and 
rear and unable to move any way. 

While Mr. Kanial Krishna Roy was addressing the House, the 
House adjourned for 15 minutes. 


{After adjournment.) 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY. Sir, leaving aside the question of 
defying the law which has Iveen for'bidden by the (\>ngress, we were 
just thinking upon the course of a<‘ti()n to be taken for protecting the 
honour of tl»e national flag as well as of the nation, when the jirison van 
arrived. Thereupon began the latht charge. It is doubtful >x^jethcr 
any (ioverninent ever had recourse to lies such us were embodied in tlie 
official conimuniquc. The first blow of the latht fell on niy hand and I 
fell down. Tiie latht was tlien u.sed indiscriminately. In niy presenr’o 
the .sergeants begun tugging and straining at the flags held by iho 
ladies in their hand.s. When the ladies refused to part with the 
national flag, they were siin[dy pushed into the prison van. I saw it 
with Illy own eyes that a lady student of a college htdd the flag fast in 
her bosom wiWi all the might and main and a sergeant tried to snatch 
it away. The police thus dispersed the whide crowd by means of the 
1/ithi charge. But (lod alone knows how stones, shoes and sodawater 
bottles could find their wuv^ into this episode. Such a sioioiis occur- 
rence took place so close to the Assembly ('hamher but the authoritie.s 
did not consider it necessary to hold any enquiry into the matter. They 
took the polce rejxirt as true and t»» it they gave the epithet of officiaf 
comi5uni(|ue. The Ilon’lde Members on the other side (the opposite 
party) speak of the destruction (»f the Ministry in every matter. It 
will be a different thing if the Ministry repudiate all responsibility in 
relation to this act of the police. But if they take the reHjmnsihility 
for the ^c^'ities of the polic/» and go ^on jierpetrating misdeeds like 
this and i^n intidentdike this takes place with their full knowledge^ 
have weiiA spite of all this, got to sujiport them? For the last few 
days whenever* anything was spoken from this side about the detenus 
or political prisoners they .started as S with a sudden fright. This is 
exactly what used to happen to Kan.sa Raja when he heai^ the name of 
Lord Er\sbna. Is this the kingdom of Kansa? If it is so, I would 
then like to warn the Ministry, “Beware, ^ing Kansa for behold, there 
on the lap of Ddbaki is god in the shape of a child'’. The sacriflea 
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that has been started by the hundreds of sons of Mother India in tlie 
Andamans and in Deoli will never go in vain, and if truth triumpLs, 
and if there is any remedy for falsehood, the fall of this kingdom of 
Kansa is not far off. ^ 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: In rising to oppose this motion I would ou 
behalf of my party record our wholehearted support to the very 
eloquent protest made by my friend Mr. Abdul Bari against the waste 
of time occasioned by these all-too-frequent adjournment motions. We 
are here for the j>urpo»e of legislating for and generally working for 
the benefit of Bengal; therefore it appears to us on this side of the 
House to be very wrong that so mu(;h valuable time should be wasted 
on Ihe fruifless barren discussions entailed by these adjournment 
motions. I would take the three points in the resolution — the alleged 
])eaeeful proe(*HMon, the alleged attack on the Congress flag, and illegal 
lathi (djarge by the police. My information is to the effect that — 
and all evidence appears to support that information — that it was not 
a peaceful pixMessicni but a disorderly mob. It was an illegal }>roees- 
sion. It is not unknown to the organisers of all processions in Calcutta 
that perinissioii has first to be obtained from the Police before any 
procession can be taken out. In this instance, no license and no 
permission was first obtained from the l^olice, therefore it was an illegal 
procession openly defying Law and Order. The carrying of banners 
and Hags in any j)rocession is the outward and visible sign of a pro- 
cession and it matters not, as in this instance, whether the Red flag 
was carried or the Congress flag was carried. The position would have 
been the same if the processionists had carried the Union Jack or the 
flag of any other nation, as the Police have the right to order and 
direct that all flags of any nation be taken down. 'iTierefore, the 
suggestion that the Congress flag was insulted is entirely misconceived. 
The mob was diMUganising the traffic of Calcutta and w'as interfering 
with the peaceful comings and goings of the ordinary citizens of 
Calcutta. It ^^as the bounden duty of the Police to maintain Law and 
Order. dTie Police exercised very great self-restraint in the face of 
great provocation and several members of the police force were hurt 
in the discharge of their rightful duties. The duty of this Assembly 
is to thank the lh)liee for j>roteetIng peaceful citizens and not to 
condemn them for doing their duty. Peaceful and law’-abiding citizens 
do not use hriekhats nor do they use sodawater bottles as weapons. 
(A voiCK: It IS false.) I emphasize these w^?aponf| used. (A 

VOICE: No, No.) 1 have had j)raetieal experience of mob^jBiw in the 
streets of Calcutta. 1 fought in France in the Grefft War. I say 
without hesitation that of all the dread weapops which are favourites 
with the lu^ian mob one of the most dangerous is the broken soda- 
water bottle which can inflict most terrible injuries, and some of the 
Police oflBeera suffered those injuries on Saturday last (Cries of*- 
Question, Question ; Absolutely inaccurate). 
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Another incident of this disorderly mob was the attack made on 
Mr. Robertson, the Deputy Commissioner of Police. When K® was 
patiently arguing with the ])eople trying to make them see sense and 
reason, he. was treacherously uttaiiced by one of the miscreants who 
endeavoured to seize Mr. Robertson s testicles, a more foul and 
despicable outrage is impossible to conceive. 

So far as the lathi charge is concerned, the Police used their lathis 
in a horizontal way in a perfectly lawful manner to push Imck the 
crowd. After the crowd had broken and had begun to pelt the Police 
witli stones and sodiiwaler bottle.s, the Police ran after the mob 
waiving their lathis in the air. If this was a lathi charge by the 
Police, then in my opinion it was ])erfectly lawful and well justified. 

I now come to a mucli more serious aspect of tl^o cast^. These 
breakers of Law and Order are sai<) to be for the most part students 
(Rai Harendra Nath Ciuudih hi: that is the case in every country), 
(Dr, Naltnak.shya S\NyAT. : In England also). These studenU neglect 
their studies to join the jirocession and waste their time in the streets 
ot Calcutta, which sjieaks badly for the di.s<-ipline in the Calimtta 
schooL and colleges which T am afraid must be lamentably weak. The 
general feeling, h(»wever, among all right-thinking peo]>le of Calcutta, 
of all rai’cs and creeds, is (hat tlu* students w’ere deliberately incited 
to join the organized procession and w'ere made tools and dupes of by 
unscrupulous men for their own political ends. 

We heard last week a lot about terrorism and delenus. I miy with 
all seriousness, and 1 am very distre.ssed to say it — but 1 do fe<d within 
inv ''wn heart that the delilM*rato oiganising of the students to go out 
on to the .stre^Ms ot Calcutta to take part in such j>oliti(‘al processions 
is the fir>t st< p towards the incitement to race hatred, the njanufacture 
of ttoi'orisin an<l tlie hrecdi^ig of detenus for the future. Sir, such a 
thought fills one with th** utmost sorrow and pessimisin lor the future 
of th(‘ youth of iJengnl, I <s>nimend to the thoughtful consideration 
of my (/OUgresN Irieiuls the woimI.s of the Ifihle — “Wisdom is the 
prim ipal thing; therefore get wimlmn and with all (hy getting, get 
undeistandiug.” 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would ask the House, 
Sir, to consider dispus.sionately tlie (jueslion that lias he(*n raised by 
the mover |rad th|^ suj»i|)rfer of the udjouinment motion. So far wlmt 
have wejkd to go uponJ' First and foremost, that there has been a 
iathi charge by^the police; set'oiidly. — though this has not seriously 
pressc‘d — that the flag, ^as it has been Vsserted the “National flag" but 
I do not admit that it is a national ^ag but it is the •Congress flog 
l)ecause the population of Moslems in India is one-third of the total 
And they have never rec’ognised the Cong^ss flag as the '*nationaP’ 
flag, neither in Bengal has the majority population recognised it m 
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the national Sap, and it is simply a misnomer to call it the national 
flag—}* is nothing but a Congress flag-^it has been said that this flag 
has been iiiHulied; thirdly, that — althongh this item too has ‘never 
been seriously contended here — although one member referred to it — 
that girl students who were in the procession were roughly handled. 

Now, Sir, in the Government communique that has been published 
this morning it has been said that this is not correct (A voice: it is a 
tissue of lies). Sir, it is not a tissue of li^s, I would ask ray friends 
to go through the communique and consider it along with the speeches 
made here to-day and I urn certain that they will find that the com- 
municjue is absolutely correct. Even those who have spoken here to-day 
have not been able to prove that the communique is not correct, for 
the simple reason that if wo take Dr. J. M. Das Gupta’s speech itself, 
you will find that n great rl(‘al of what he has said is correct and that 
is also admitted in the eoniiminique hut at the same time- he has 
omitted a great deal that is in the communiqiK*. Let me point out. 
Sir, that in the communique it has not l)een denied thatr there was a 
charge. It has heen stated that the poli(*e dispersed the mob 
with force. When reading the communiiiue" it is important to 
rtmeniher that the judiee proceeded with horizontal Iftf/tfs first, but 
when brickbats and sodawater bottles begun to he thrown at them 
the jiolice dispersed the muh with force. In an imident of this 
character T challenge anybody to get up and say what did actually 
happen. You cannot say definitely that brickbats were not thrown at 
all. (Mr. P. lt\NKiui: I was there, Nazimuddin, I say that it was 
not so.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Banerji, I may wiy that you are entitled to 
interrupt hut 1 will not alh)w you to show disrespec't to any niemher 
of this House. I distinctly heard yow address tin* Hon’hle Sir 
Nazimuddin as sinij)ly Nazimuddin. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: No, Sir, 1 did not say so; I surely called him 
Sir Nazimuddin, * * 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, you did not do that. Y’ou must learn 
Parliamentary ninnnera. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN^ Sir,^ whet^ people are 
running away and when there is an advance by the polVi^#* holding 
their latJiis in a horizontal position, and the mob is resisting, it is 
impossible for anylwdy present to say or see wjiat is happening. I do 
not of coursn^y thot everybody* was thrownng brickbats, that every^body 
had started assaulting the police and that sodawater bottlee were used 
in plenty. But what I sa^v is that these things actually happened, 
otherwise several policemen would. not have been injured. Brickbata 
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and »oda water bottles were used and seven police o$cers were injured 

and Hiey had to be attended t1^ medically. 

*. * 

A iMMCaj AVhat is the extent of 'their injury 


The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOblN: That is not the funda- 
meytal issue. I will come to that later. Then, Sir, us regards the 
question of communique, it is definitely said that the first thin#; the 
police did was to form a eOrdon round the girls so that the girls might 
not get into any kind of trouhle l;)y the peojde who \Neie running away, 
and they were removed bodily in some ea.ses berau'se they refused to 
obi'V the orders of the police — there was no option at tliat time but to 
bodily remove them t(» the prison van and taken them to Lul Ihisar. 

Ihe third thing suggested was that the Tongress Ha^ was insulted. 
1 very st^^ongly repudiate that suggestion. '1 here was nothing of the 
kind so long as the procession prof^eeded along the nuite (liat was not 
prohibited. JCuthing was done.su long as the flags were flying on the 
portion of the route that wus not jirohibitetl. Nolnidy can show' any 
disrespect to that Hag. NoW’, the quesUgn arises what did the police 
ask tJiem to do. They said "you cannot proceed along this routo in 
procession" and our interpretation is that Hying of flags and aoing 
along a ]»roliibited area < oii.slitutt*s a pro<*esHion and "we ie(]Uesi you 
tt» iinturl tlie Hags. ncik k: W euld a man carrMug a Hag constitute 

u pioeession It is nut ]»ossih]e to (*arr\ a Hag l»y one man as the 
whole crowd would follow him. Mr. Coo]>er said and 1 repeat that 
on Monday a similar proees.iion was taken out and the similar proeiulure 
Was adoj)t(‘d but no trouhle was eieated. lA vok k : the salary was not 
then voted.) Ivct me here remiml nou of what Mr. Abdul Hari said, 

I tell you wh> there was no trouble on (bat day while there was 
trouble on (be Utb- beeaus^ the meeting (»t the !)(h was a fiasco. It 
was not very successful and excitement had to be cieaie.I and the only 
way to do that was to di,v)bey the piyliee so that the j)ohee may use 
force to disperse the crowd. O^’hat is the one and only interpretation 
of the action ol tho.se who led jJioeession. 


Let us .see what hapjiened for an hour and a lialf. It is admitted 
that the police .stojiped the procession, argued with the proeessionists, 
and tried to iiersuade them for at least an hour. When J)r. J. M. Das 
Gupta cam^the Deputy Commissioner went personally to him and 
appealed tj^im exiplain the jio.sition. Now, the cnieial question 
w this: jplat is the cause of this incident?' You have got to go to 
the main causa.* There is a Governmenf law - right or wrung that was 
the law—and the rieopfe knew that if* they took the procession along 
that route it would be illegal and wimld be stopped. *What is not 
allowed upder the law is Ulegal. Ifow who is guilty P Supposing for 
a^ment 8 sake that the police usfed force, Is it the people who enforced 
the law or those who deliberately broke the law'? Mr. Abdul Bari has 
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quoted what Pundit Jawahar Lai I^ehru said. Let me now tell you 
what .the Chief Minister of Orissa said in this connection. That is 
the crux of the whole question. No Government — even Congress 
Governmefit — can allow disorder \o take place : this is what the Chief 
Minister of Orissa said. “As long as you maintain peace and order 
my police will never interfere with you.” I repeat those words as 
Minister responsible for J^aw and Order. “In my province I want you 
to understand (this seems projdietic) that if there be any breach of 
peace and order iiiy police will be forced fo take action and thereby 
your money will be wasted.” Now. our police have taken action 
because ])ea(^e and order has been disturbed. And the last portion of 
it, l(‘t me r(’p(*<{it again. It is ino'^t unfortunate, un-Indian, and un- 
oriental to lu'ing these school and < olJege girls in a procession of this 
kind when thi* organisers knew that there was every likelihood of 

trouble, to put tliem in the forefront of the j»roc(*s8ion and then to 

make a row over it. It is I think almost criminal. It is, I declare 
most emphatically, 4»gainst all conci'ption of Indians to utilise women 
in a procession ot Ihis kind. They knew j)eifectly well that there w^as 
likelihood of the breach of peace and knowing it to place them in the 
fond rout of the procession or to acquiesce in their action ot sitting 
dowu on a public Htn*et and refusing to move* w'hen askcnl 1)^\' the police 
ifi an action which no riglit-mimled pt*ople can supjiort. 

J would i-onclude hy saving that it is uu fort uiiatc that these 
persistent attacks are being made on the .Ministi.v. This Ministry is 
not the same us it was in lh(‘ old days. It lias got the majority in 
ibis House and it has got tlie support ol the country and the imblic 

which was umpl> demonstrated on Sunday in the Town Hall. I 

maintain (hat tliert* is iv vast section ot tlie noii-vo{*al public belonging 
to the caste Hindus and scheduled caKte,.who are solidly behind this 
Ministry and who honestly believe that tin* time has ('oine when the 
Government slumld be given full opportunity to work the Kefonns, 

I would like this House tt) understand that this Government is not 
going to he deteired by uttav'ks. We W'ant to co-operate: we extend 
our hands iu co-ojieration and we want to get on with our work. I 
fully agree with what Mr. Ikiri and Mr. (\)oper said. It is absolutely 
i’orreid that day in and day out short-notice questions are the order 
ol the day. Neither can we do oiu departmental work iior can we 
attend to our jiroper legislative work. 1 oppqse the resoliion but we 
would welcome (umstruc tive criticisms. We are not afra^ of them. 
But WT would welcome helpfill criticisms and we are^e^dy to listen 
to them I deplore this kind bf persistent ayack on the Ministry, 
where the Press may bo eonsi^lered as the smoke screen of lies and 
poison gas of lies and the front line is comjiosed of skirmishes with 
police and the women students of the college, and the storm probf 
students who are being utilised for this attack on the Ministry. 
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I again say that this J^inistry has got the 8up{>ort of tho 

Legislature and of the c'ountry and it ought to be allowed to get on 
with fts proper work. 

• ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My colltvigues and I 
extremely regret the deploiohle incident of Saturday and we can do so 
without accepting tlie arguments of my friends opposite or without 
accepting the conclusion they have thought fit to draw from the argu- 
ments which they have put forward. It has been said that we and 
our supporters are alwa\s bringing forward the cry of communalism in 
support of this Ministry. I can assure the House that wc do not stand 
at ail for the su])j)ort of our Ministry on the uncertain support that 
can be given merely by lonmninalisin. AV e stand on much bnxider 

r* , , ^ 

Imsis of popular support and syinpadiy for the programme I hut we have 
put forward, and although we kinjw that there may he one or two 
waverers in this Mouse who do not know their own mind. 1 fetd sure 
tlmt the majority that we command in this Mouse i.s absolutely suffi- 
cient for n'< to go forward witji our programme unless of course we are 
retnided i>\ impuUes, impedimentH, and obsta<‘lcs that may be thrown 
in our way. It has been said that we mis<» the cry of communalism. 
I will read to \ou ext i acts from some o^, the speeches that have been 
delivered on Monday, tin* 9tfi and Saturda\ , tbe 14t)i. It will give the 
Hous^‘ an idea of the kind of st\iiV tliat uie l)eing ptit ladore tin' younger 
generations inciting them to murder and violence calling ns c.ominiinal 
dogs aiifl asking tlic students to j)ull us by (h«‘ Hirs and .saying that 
India will be Hooded with blood — 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAJUMDAR: May 1 point out to tho 

Chief Minister that murder i.s taking place in the Andamans also. 

t 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In the K)ne(h delivered 
on the 9lli August tlu‘ PiesitU-nt said that th(* gunpowder was now 
ignited. 

“If such a shameless statement as has been made by Naziinuddin 
were made by a member of the Hritish Government in England, tho 
people would catch (he Govern numt by its throat. “ 

“The^poUtical prisoners wanted to show that for the sake of loving 
their count^ they# had Accepted the gallows and prison-houHe.'’ 

“GretR^p press ion had been perpetrated and streams of blood had 
flowed over the country.” • 

“They should come* forward to destroy the Imperialkts and bum 
the reactionaries to death.” 

• Who are the reactionaries? I ask the -House to consider and give 
ns its decision. 
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“A day might come when the w]|j^e ol India would be flooded with 

hlood.r 

Mr. Provash Sen said that the Andamans prisoners had gone there 
after besmearing their country with blood. 

*‘Tlie dogs like them (namely Ministers) would spoil the national 
life. Why the students, in their formative period, had to fight )vas 
on account of these communal dogs like them (namely the Ministers).” 

The MinisterH whom he described as barliarous and worthy to be 
♦dragged down by their ears. 

“The Andamans prisoners were not prepared to give any under- 
taking that they had no faith in terrorism. The students should 
declare — 

t 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. May 
I Bubniit when the Hon’ble Chief Minister reads out some extracts from 
different speeches we might be enlightened where the speech has been 
delivered and by whom? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr Sanyal, I must say that this is not a point 
of order. You will kindly notice the difference between a point of 
order and a j)oint of informal ion. Py a J*urliamenUiry convention the 
Si)eaker is to stop a speaker it u j)oint ot order is raised but there is no 
convention that on a point of information the speaker is stopped, and 
I am required to stoj) the speaker whoever he miglil be, as soon as the 
point of order is raised. I consider that you probably knew yourself 
that this is not a jmint of order and I would remind you^'and lioj>e that 
in future a point of order which will be raised should be a definite 
point of order. I quite feel that so far as your point of information 
is concerned that is a pertinent (piestion, but whether that (jiiestion 
should be answered by Mr. Fazlul Huq is more than I can say. I will 
certainly draw his attention. 


The HOfl’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: “The students should 
declare that for the .sake of bringing alH)ut their release (namely, the 
release of the j>ri8oner8 in the Andamans) they should mount the 
gallows,” Ilow can they mount the gallows unless the^ committed 
murder ? \ 

“They had not abaudonedi the path of terrorism ^or fear of the 
anti-imperialist association nor as the result of haras&ment of the dogs.** 
“They wauld not bow down their heads before the red eyes of 
Naiimuddin.” 

Then, Sir, I will read out one of the extracts from the speech of 
the meeting of the 14th. 




ADKKTsirifsirr mottow 


Wm 


gpmk»T urged all to ereate a great agitataoa ao tliat the 
€i adminiatiaiioii might come to a standstill. They *aho\dd 
the agitation to all parts of India and give it a reTolutiotiary 
chiracter/^ 

**The woihera f^ould Jbe induced not to kindle the street lighte and 
•Iso to stop the supply of water.” 

“Huq Cabinet was there to suck the blood of the masses.” 

”The masses should try to bring about such condition in the country 
as would make a joint electorate possible!” 


Mr. Niharendu DuMh 3£ajiumdar described the fire in the proces- 
sionists’ minds as initiation in the ”Agm-Mantra.” They would not 
find peace of mind until (hey have destroyed the reactionary Ministry. 


Biren Bhattacharjee said that they would march onwards with 
their mad war cry of revolution and destruction. 


“They would have to march on in (he luad fury of revolution break- 
ing and burning everything that fell in their way.” 


“Colson and Huq should first he whipped,” 

Now, Sir, I could have given more extracts. It is no use saying 
that we are communal; but our programme is not communal. Our 
programme is the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act — that is not 
communal. Our programme is to spread primary edm^ation in the 
country: it does not matter whether a Congress Ministry does it or 
whether a non-Congress Mini.strv does it; it benefits the country. The 
programme that we have put forward, the programme that is before 
the country is absolutely non-communai in character. Now, Sir, if 
you raise communal cries of that kind it is natural that our supporters 
also should raise counter-coMmunal cries and it is not surprising that 
gradually the division of this House is going to be more and more on 
communal lines. Whose fault is that? Ton have never allowed any 
opportunity to the members of this House to work on noii-coinmunal 
lines. 


Sir, I submit that the root cause of all these troubles in this country 
IS the question of the release of political detenus. tSir, I, in spite of 
all that the Opposition may say about me, give this solemn assurance 
that I am ^ways ready to be at their •service in the matter of (he 
question oJ^he r^ease A political detenus. Sir Nazimiiddin has made 
a definitd"Wer that if guardians and responsible persons come forward 
and take charge of these boys we arw ready to hand over these boys 
to their guardians and*other responsible persons. I repeat that offer, 
Sir, here and now that if guardians odme forward and take charge of 
tlmir wards we will be too glad to let them, go to their guardians and to 
tliote who can look after them. Up till no#, Sir, in spite of tiiat oiar 
no guardians have cmiie forward. Xfst night. Sir, I received a letter 
hmt a detenu in the pdtention Camp at Berbampore. It wae oouehed 
IS 
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in A knguage which appealed to my heart. I replied to him personally 
that t will look into his case and 1 haye recommended that this boy 
should be released and if the Political Department raise any objection 
I am going to give guarantee for the boy's good conduct.*^ For what 
I want is this — not attack and counter-attack^ no Q>eeches but a spirit 
of amity and goodwill. Let our friends of the Opposition come for- 
ward, let them not hash their heads against the wall. Let them come 
forward and co-operate with us. I made this offer over and over again 
and I say with all the emphasis that I can command that we are not 
going to detain the detenus one second more than may be absolutely 
necessary. We are tired of keeping them in custody. We do not want 
them. I know the sorrow it causes to their parents and guardians. I 
have received letters which are so pathetic in tone that I am disposed 
to go over to these people and ask them to come and live with me. We 
are not dogs although we are Ministers; we are human beings and I 
appeal to the Opposition to come forward and clasp the hand of fellow- 
ship. Let them come forward, let them take charge of the boys — not 
generally but individually and singly — and they will see that we are 
not prepared to retain anybody in custody one second more than is 
necessary. I do not wish to take up the time of the House. After all 
things have happened and those who organised the procession knew 
the dangers of it. After all it is a deplorable incident and we all 
regret. I do not wish to say anything more. 

Tha Hon'bla Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is not neces- 
sary for me to intervene in this debiite after the eloquent appeal made 
by my friend and leader, the Hon’ble Chief Minister. wThere is, how- 
ever, one aspect of the question on which 1 would like to make u few 
observations. I have listened with attention, and if I may say so with 
respectful attention, to the well-balanced speech^of the mover of the 
adjournment motion. He said that there is 8u<!h a thing as responsive 
violence. Sir, that is exactly the danger that we would all like to avoid. 
If the young and the impressionable youths of Bengal are allowed to 
be exploited for political purposes in the way they are being exploited 
at present recrudescence of terrorism in Bengal is almost inevitable. 
The Hindu community had suffered and suffered most in the past because 
of terrorism, I appeal to those who have got any influence with the 
community to cry halt, to ponder over , situation that has^beeM brought 
about by the incident of last Saturday. It is ligh time th^ . responsible 
members of the community should declare against such V.:«ploitation 
of the Hindu youths once for all. Sir, the clash between the police and 
a section qf.the public must be avoided. It is no doubt the duty of 
Government to do so but I hope it is equally the duty of those who 
have got influence with the student community to prevent the students 
from courting conflict with the police engaged in performanoe of their 
duty of enforcing the law. Sir, my friend the Hon'ble the Home 
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iiAs nMuie a clear declaration of Odvernment policy regardinft 
ilia iletenuaB. It is not a policy of detention but of release and Oot- 
erMl^t stand committed to that policy. I appeal to my friends 
Opposite to give ns a chance^ to give ns an opportnnity to carry out 
that policy. The situation that has been brought al^ut the clash 
between the students and the police will hamper and not help Govern* 
ment in givings effect to their policy. It is my friends opposite who 
can create a favourable atmosphere which will help Government in 
carrying out the policy they have enunciated. The whole of Hindu 
Bengal looks forwards to my friends who have tremendous influence 
with the community in bringing about an atmosphere in which it may 
be possible for Government to follow their policy of amelioration and 
appeasement. The Hon’ble Chief Minister has offered the hand of 
co-operation «iul I do hope that the hand will be elapsed Vith alacrity. 


MFi 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my friend 
Mr. Abdul Bari lias tossed the fall across the net and I am glad he 
did so because I feel convinced, Sir — and the facts and circumstances 
strengthen my conviction — that I shall be able to return it with re- 
doubled vigour. What are the facts? It is said that on the 9th of 
August last there was no untoward incident. Whether the Hon’ble 
Home Minister knows it or not — I believe he knows it because I 
suppose he is well-posted with the facts — I was responsible for the pro- 
cession of the 9th of August, 1937. I am sure his police know well 
enough there was no unto|Eard incident though the procession started 
from one end of the town and the processionists walked miles and miles 
and then cam^io the Town Hall. Sir, it has been said that the meeting 
of the 9th August was a fiasco. Sir, 1 never came across such u )>erversiou 
of. facts. The meeting of the 9th of August was a meeting the like of 
which we did not witness forbears and years. Thousands and thousands 
of people were assembled on the steps of the Town Hall, thousamU 
more were inside the Hall itself, and there was not one inch of space. 
Mr. Abdul Bari has insinuated many things, I do not care for his 
insinuations; but when 1 found the llon’hle the Home Minister 
repeating them, I felt sorry because I expected him to have been better 
posted with the facts than Mr. Bari. The Hon ’hie the Home Minister 
repeated what Mr. Bari said, namely, that the meeting of the 9th whs 
a fiasco and «he further said that hecausp it was a fiasco efforts were 
made on i\m 14th-a-I do^not say he used the exact words — to spoil for 
a flight, ^r. Abdul Bari did me the • honour of reading only two 
sentences from Tny appeal, but he very wisely refrained from reading 
the rest of it, because if be had done so be would have gjven his case 
away. This is what I said: — • 

« ''In order that this nation-wide protet might lose none of its 
dignity, students should remember thmi ibeir demonstiatioo should He 
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paaceful and non-violent in spirit and expression. They should also 
remember that they should on no account interfere with the liberty of 
thoee who may not agree with them ; they should not attempt to* enter 
institutions to which they do not belong ; and they should not come into 
conflict with school and college authorities. Ijet disciplined spontaneity 
be their watchword. The cause of justice and humanity requires 
nothing more.’’ 

11 this be the language of violeni^e — and Mr. Bari used the expres* 
sioti that I was responsible for violence — I say I am proud of that 
language* and I shall, if necessary, atone for it with the last drop 
of my blood. Mr. Abdul Bari said that Mr. Sarat Bose was not on the 
spot on the 14th. Lei me tell him that Mr. Sarat Bose owes loyalty 
and allegiance to the acting President of the Bengal Provincial Con- 
gress Committee and when the acting President was on the spot it 
was not necessary for a humble worker of that Committee to be there. 
But when at 9-30 p.m., on Saturday night, my humble services were 
requisitioned in order to persuade the crowd to disperse from the place, 
1 was on the spot within a few minutes and even the police — even 
Mr. llobertson whom the press coinmuni(|iie swears by — openly 
acknowledged in tlie presence of liundreds that my presence was helpful. 

Ml. Fazlul Hu<i in his (»pening sentences ex])ressed regret for the 
unfortunate incidents of Saturday last. When I heard him expressing 
regrt't, 1 did not antiidpate what was going to follow. I can only 
H}>cak for the Congress in this House, and so far as the Congress orga- 
nization is concerned, I shall tdiallenge Mr. Fazlul Huq to name any 
ofti(H*-hearer of the Congress, who has ever lent himself to any com- 
munal propaganda. The acting President of the Bengal Congress 
Committee is here; many members of thf> Congress party are here in 
this House, Though Mr. Fazlul Huq read some speeches — 1 do not 
know if they were correctly rept>rted — he read only the sjjeeches of 
those who were youngsters in their teens. Had he read the speech 
of the President of the meeting td* the 9th August — and the Presi- 
dent was no one else than myself — he would have found the spirit 
which animated his utterance. It is no use pointing out a few 
ojctracts from a few utterances of excitable youths who were within 
their teens. Mr. Fazlul Huq well knows that boys are boys and will 
remain so. If in the excitement of the momf,Dt th^y att^np^d to use 

any excitable expressions (A voice : What about th^students of 

the Moslem Institute?) my apical to the House and t(Vthe members of 
the House is not an appeal addressed to Hindus or Muslims or Christians. 
I appeal to them as brother Bengalis ; and I would ask all of them even 
ei this late hour not to consider themselves as Hindus and Moslems but 
as brother Bengalis. I wjmld ask them all. to take courage in both 
hands and to assert with all the i^wer at their back the fundamental 
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ljblSfti68 of th^ stibjects. If they fail in that, then I submit they would 
stiftd before the bar of hiatoiy , and historj^ will not fail to oondema 
Let the members of the Treasury Benches remember that they 
stand before the bar of history' where all the pomp and circumstance or 
the glitter of their present proud position will avail them not. Let 
them remember that their measures will he critically examined and their 
actions as carefully judged. If there he any repetition of the (Ksgrace- 
fill incidents which have disgraced public life in Bengal—T refer to the 
disgraceful incident of the police using latMs on young im n and Imlief, 
who up till that moment and till the last, remained peaceful and law- 
abiding if those disgraceful incidents aix* repeated. I am sure that the 
condemnation of history will come upon them. I would appeal to them 
to remember not that they are Hindus or Muslims hut t|jey are Bengalis 
in v hose iTands whether accidently or by the vote of majority of this 
House power has lieen placed, l^et them remeinher that the iiossessuiti 
of power will always he judge<] even more strictly than the Opposition. 

I o«s(*ssors of power must alwav.s remeinher. must always bew'are that 
that the jiower in their hands is not ahu.sed. 

Xow, Sir, the Hon'hle tlie Ohief Minister .said, he had his peasant 
programme. So far as the ( ongress programme is concerned, this 
House will find .sooner or later— sooner rather than later— that the 
Congress will put forward a much holder pea.sant programme than any 
other part\ in Bengal. But let the Hon’hle the Chief Minister confino 
himself to the suliject before the House am] the programme relating to 
that suhjeit. That programme i.s the assertion of the civil liberties of 
the people. On that we have heard nothing, even though that was the 
most appropriate subject for this evening’s discussion. T expected to 
hear from the Chief Minister that he would stand by the peo])le and fight 
for their liberties inside thmCahinet. I have not yet heard that from 
him, though I had expected it from him, particularly because of the way 
in which he began his sjieech regretting the unfortunate incidents of 
Saturday last— I expecte<l u statement from him that he would fight for 
freedom of thought, freedom of speech and freedom of assoidation. If 
be bad said that, 1 am sure nothing would have pleased ilie ‘oemb^rii of 
the House more and, particularly, this side of the ILiuse. I still think 
that it is up to him to declare in no uncertain terms that so far as Faxlul 
Huq the^man is concerned and, so far as Faelul Huq (lie (’bief Ministei 
is ooncernW he w^Jl figb^ for the liberty of the people including freedom 
of thought! freedom of speech and freedom of assocdation. 

\ow, Sir, one word.more and I have done. It is acknowledged' in 
spite of what has been said in the Presf communique, it is acknowledg- 
ed, if you read between the lines, that there #as r.^ally nothing in the 
n&ture of a disorder. The Hon’ble the Home Minister said that soda* 
water bottles were thrown. Even the Press eoauaunique doee not say 
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that. The most that it says is that people were trying to provide them- 
selves with sodawater bottles. There is the Press commnnique on the 
one hand from the department of Khwaja Sir Nazimnddin. The Dome 
Minister himself was not on the spot; he has no personal knowledge 
of what happened on that occasion. On the other side, we have the nar- 
ration of events by eye-witnesses of the position of the acting President 
of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee and the Secretary to that 
Committee. We have hearsay testimony on the one side, and direct 
poj'sonal testimony on the other. The House will have to choose 
between them ; and I say, Sir, if you test it by the light of truth, I am 
sure truth will declare that the version given by the acting President 
of ihe Bengal Provincial Congress Committee and the Secretarj' is really 
the more acceptable (d the two. 

There is one word more and that is a word of appeal which I shall 
aU(lresN to the Hoirble the Chief Minister. Ja*t liim not, either by error 
of judgment or by phicing too much reliance on the Calcutta Police, 
allow Bengal to drift in a manner that may convert Bengali into another 
Ireland. I utter thi.s solemn warning with a full sense of responsibility. 
I know, Sir, that in 11)20-21. in order to meet the attacks of the Sinn 
Fein movement, the British Government in Ireland adopted the mistaken 
step of inciting people to violence. I remember the language that was 
used in the British Government’s organ, the IPec/Vn/ i>ummary^ which 
was started by Sir Hamer Greenwood, the then Chief Secretary for 
Ireland and his Under-Secretary, Sir John Anderson. 


Mr. C. G. COOPER: 1 put that the (piestion be now put. 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER: J rhe Leader of the Opposition han half a minute 
more and he must be allowed to comdude his speech. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: If jiersons who are described as 
guardians of law and order, break law’ and order themselves, I shall ex- 
pect Mr. Fazlul Haq to assert in this House in unequivocal terms that 
the so-called guardians of law’ pnd ordbr will not escape tb^ dutches of 
the law’. If and w’hen he makes that statemeii before the^’^House, he 
can demand our co-operation; hv can demand our sympathy a#d support. 
I expect him to make such a statement . 


Mr. C. C. OOOPER: 1 put that the question be now put. 

• 

The motion that the question be now put was then put and agreed to. 
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Tile original adjoamment motion being then put, a diyision was 
tablsi ^th tbe following results : — 


AYES. 


AMal WakiS. VMM. 

Aka MiMala tarfcar, Maalvl. 

AkakPaaa, Mr. MS. 

Atkarfit Sk a a Sk a ry, Makara|a latM Kaata af 
■aktagaeka, MyaMaatefk. 

AHak AN. nr. 

AiiaiaAMa AkaNi, nr. 

•aatrjM, nr. P, 

Baaarlaa, IW. kraaiatka Natk. 

Saaarll, Mr. latya kriy a. 

Baaaariaa. nr. naaaraajaa. 

Siraiaa, Naka Ikyaaia Prank. 

•aaa, nr. kaataak Kaaiar. 

Bkawaiik. Dr. SaMaka Cfcaakra. 

Siawai. nr. Raalk Lai. 

Sltarat, nr. Saraakra Natk. 

Ban, nr. karat Oliaakra. 

•kakrakarty, Baka Naraakra Narayaa. 

•kakrakarty, nr. kattakra Natk. 

BkaMapaikyay. Baka NaHyaka. 

Bkaakkari, Nal Naraakra Natk. 

Dat. Baka nakJai Okaakra. 

Daa, Baka Bakkaaatk. 

Daaa, Baka Dakaakra Natk. 

Baa Bayta, Baka Kkaffaakra Natk. 

Daa Bayta, Dr. 4. n. 

Daa Ba^ Hk. Naraakra Natk, 

Dalla, nr. Dkkraakra Natk. 

Dalai, nr. Naraakra. 

Datta. nr. takaaiar. 

Datia Bayta. Mm Mra. 

Datta naaaaikar, nr. Nikaraaka. 

Baikakal Nagaa, Kail. 

Bkan. nr. Atal Krtakaa. 

Bayta, nr. kagaak Okaakra. 

Bayta. nr. k. N. 

Naiaa AH Ckawkkary, nr. lyak. 


NIiaaMagkt. nr. Prakkakayal. 
kaiaiaB«a Naakaaiy; nr. lyak. 
KkaNaa, nr. Daki Praaak. 

Kkaa, nr. Daka ak ra LaN. 

Kaaiar, nr. Atal Okaakra. 

Kaaka, nr. NMritka Natk. 
naHI, nr. Nlkaala Dakarl. 
naji. AkwaKa Kaaiar. 
nalaaikar, nn. Naaiayraaa. 
nataaikar, nr. Btraakra Natk. 
nal, nr. lavar Okaakra. 
nagkal Naaala, nr. 
nakarli, nr. Dklraakra Nas^yaa. 
nakkarjaa, nr. B. 
nakkarji. Dr. Ikarat Okaakra. 
naWcfc. Irijat Aikataak. 

Namar. nr. Naai Okaakra. 
yaia. nr. Bwaka Praaaaaa. 

Praaiaatk. nr. Tarlaiakaraa. 
BaaNiakkla Akaiak, nr. 

Ray Oktakkary, nr. BIraakra Klakara. 
Ray. Kaaiar Ikik Ikakkaraaarar. 

Ray, nr. Kaaialkrlakaa. 

Ray, nr. KIraa laakar. 

Ray. nr. Klakarl PaN. 

Ray, nr. naaaiatka Natk. 

Ray. Rai Bakakar Kakirak Okaakra. 
•aayal, Or. Nallaakika. 
laayal, nr. laaaaka lakkar. 
laa, Baka Nagaakra Natk. 
laa, RaJ Bakakar kagatk Okaakra. 
•kaaitakkla Akaiak. nr. n. 

•taka, Irliat naaiakra Bkaua. 
tar. nr. Naraakra Kaaiar. 

Tayaria, Ral Bakakar naaagta LaN. 
Zaaiaa. nr. A. n. A. 


NOES. 


Akkal Alia, naalaaa nk. 

Akkal Bari, naalaL 
Akkn HaBi. nr. nina. 

Akkal Nati nia, nr. 

Akkal Nakaaai, nr. 

Akkal Makiai Vtkraaiyarl. nr. nk. 
Akkal NaaNk, nr. A. n. 

Akkal kakkarffaa.^. 

Akkal Kakaiv nri 
AkknSariaMk 
Akkal vasi sAwai. nyiaL 
Akkal NNIk, naaM. / 


Akkar Raat, Hr. Ikak. 

Akkaa fkakaak, naaivi nk. 

AkMar Rm Okaarkkary. Kkaa Bakakar. 
Akal NaiMai. naaivi. 

Akai Naaala. nr. AkaMk. 

Akal Saaiaai, naaivi. 

Aflak Naaala kaarkar. naaivi. 

Aknak AN. Kkaa takfk naalaaa laayalyan. 
AkaMk AN nrMka. naaivi. 

AkaMk Naaala, nr. 

A ll at a k ki a AkaMk, Kkaa Bakakar. 
AaMaaNak, naalvL 
Aakr AN. nk. nia. 

Aramrtag, nr. W. L. 

SakarM, nr. n. 

Aalak NaaHla naalaL 
Aakar/N naataL 
Baaaarnaa, nr. N. 0. 

Dnal AN. nr. M. 


A.y. n. 
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mtrnm, ia»« Uktftwf 

Ir. r. f . 

, Sir tMrft. Kt 
Ir. I. A. 

•••IMf, Mr. €. A. 
tTMAtM. Mr. L «. 

Om, Mr. Amriial Aliwiirft. 

DM, Mr. MMIMIMM. 

Ittar, Mr. UpMAnmalli. 
raniai Ratt-AliMrilMirf, Mr. M. 
rartml itM KHmem, Dm**. 
fMlMl NMi to* Nm*M« Mr. A. K. 
ratlvl Qiitflr, KkiR Dtliai«r Ma«lvi. 

FmIm DflfeMM, Mr. 
rtflM RtliMM Maktcar, Mr. 

•MiMcttr, Mr. E. 0. 

•Im«MI« AhMMi fihMiJivrf, Mr. 

•Man tarwar Haaalai, ilr. tliali lyaa. 
trlimiM. Mr. 0. 

Daraaf, Mr. Damkar tiafk. 

HaUkaHak. tka Naa'kia Nawak lakaiar K., 
Oaaaa. 

Mattaatfla OkavEkary. MaMvi. 

NaalaiEia Akmai. Kkaa takik. 

HaMtHaa. Mr. K. A. 

Naaaaana«aa, Maaivi ME. 

Naakaai All Kkaa. Kkaa KakaEar. 

Naalaa MarakaE, Mra. 

Nalaaialll EaaiaEar, Kkaa laklk. 

MayaraaE, Mr. Kafart. 

NaaErfp Mr. DavlE. 

Ispakaal. Mr. M. A. H. 

EalalaEEia AfcaiaE. Kkaa DakaEar. 

EailaiaEEIa AkaiaE, Mr. 

KaMraEElB Kkaa, Kkaa takik. 

Kataai All Mlraa, laklkiaEa Ka«aa Eak lyaE. 
MMLaaaMaa, Mr. 0. 1. 

HaAaaEEIa OkaaEkary, Maalvl. 

Magaira, Mr. L. T. 

MtMak, Mtkarajkaaiar UEay OkaaE. 
M ak t i kaEEla AkaiaE. Kkaa DaaEar. 

MaaEal. Mr. DIrat tkaaEra. 

MaaEal, Mr. tag at OkaaEra. 

MaaEal, Mr. EagtaEra Natk. 

MNal, Mr. e. w. 

MWar, Mr. t. 


,Mr.i.l.L. 

m, MaaM. 

■Mai Mag, Maalai ME. 

MakaMEME Aim, Kkaa takik MaaM gyai. 
MakaMiaaE AH, Kkaa DakaEar. 

MaktMBME IkrakiM, MgaM. 


MakaMMaE laraR, MaaM. 

MakaMMaE tMEigaa, Dr. tyaE. 

MakaMMaE talalauM, Mr. 

Malliak, tka Naa’Ma Mr. MakaaEa Dakary. 

Mamak, Mr. Dalia Dakary. 

KakaEar. 

Mattagatwal Nagaa, Mr. tyaE. 

NaaEy, tka Naa'kia Makaraja trit OkaaEra, af 

NMaraNak, NawakaaEa K. 

Raatkar All, tka Haa'Mt MaaM tyaE. 

NaiiMaEEIa, tka Haa'Ma Kkwaja tir., K. 0. 1. K. 
RIaiMa. Mr. T. K. 
rattaa. Mr. W. 0. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa KakaEar A. M. L. 

Ralkat, tka Naa'kia Mr. Drataaaa Dak. 

RillkaEEIa TaralEar, Maaivi. 

Rataar RakMaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Ray. tka Naa'kia tir Kijay PraaaE tiagk, Kt. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

taEaraEEIa AkaiaE, Mr. 

tatraEEIa AkaiaE. Haji. 

taliM, Mr. t. A. 

tarkar, Kaka MaEkaiaEu. 

tarkar. tka Naa'kia Mr. Naliai Raajaa. 

taaaaaa. Mr. R. M. 

taraial lilaM, Mr. 

tkakakaEEia. Mr. Kkwaja. t. K. i. 

tkakaEali. Mr. 

IkaauaEEIa AkaiaE KkaaEkar, Mr. 
liafka, Kaka Kikatra Natk. 
takrawarEy, tka Haa'Ma Mr. N. t. 

TaaiiiaEEIa Kkaa, Maaivi. 

Tkakar, Mr. kraaiatka Raajaa. 

Talal AkaiaE OkaaEkary, Maalvl NaJI. 

Wallar Rakaiaa, MaaM. 

Watt. tin. ANaa. 

WarEvwaHk, Mr. W. C. 

Yaaaal Mina, Mr. 

Taaaf All tkaaEkary. Mr. 

Zakar AkanE OkaaEkary, Mr. 


ThD Ayos being 72 and Noes the motion was lost. 


Adjoumnitfit. 


The House was then adjourned till 3-45 p.riD. on Tueodaf, tbe 17tJt 
August, 11137. at the Assembly House, Calcutta. ^ 




Praceediiigs ol the Bengal Legislative Assembljr hsseaibled 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 193S> 


The Assembly met iu the AsHeniiily House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 17th Augiisf, 1937, at 3-45 p.m. 


PrM6tit: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’hle Khan Bahadur M. Azi/.rL Hauuk, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 217 elected niemUyers. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 


Detanifs. 

•64. Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Will tlu Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleaseil to lay on the 
table a statement showing the number as also the names of detenus 
interned during the period from 1930 to the 3]8t March, 19^37, and 
thereafter since the Ist April, 1937— 

(/) in villages with the names of the villages and the general 
condition of health of those villages; 

(if) at home; 

(m) kept in DeoH, Hijli and Berhampr»re Detention Camps, 
respectively; and 

(tv) kept in jails 

MINISTER in ohargn of HOME (SPECIAL) DEPARTMENT (tlw 
HMPbl* Kbmja Sir Nazimudiiin): The statement cannot he compiled 
without the expenditure of time and labour which Government are 
unable tS underlie. * * 

MkulhcilNORA NATH SEN. Even if the names could not bo 
given, is it not possible to give the number? 

Th. HmPM. Khm^ Sir NAZIMUboiN: The question, as it is, 
requires e lot of materials to be collected which would take a very long 
time and a great deid of labour. 
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MMf MACEMDRA MATH SEN: My question is whether it would 
he imp^flible to give the number only. 

The HoA’Mg Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: The question^ is a com- 
prehensive one and that is why it requires a good deal of labour and time. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Does not the Home DepaH- 
ment possess a ready list of names with description of such detenus ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: We have got to go 
through a large number of files involving much time and labour. 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
prepared to issue a bulletin in answer to this question? 

The Hoifbla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: That is a request for 
action. 

Remuneration to the permanent employees of the Registration 
Department. 

•68. Mr. il. N. GUPTA: {a) Will the Uon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state whether a Circular 
No. 14024-50, dated the 13th DtH?ember, 1932, was issued by the 
Inspector-General of Registration, Bengal, in December, 1932, in regard 
to the clearing of arrear work towards the end of every year, by the 
permanent employees of the Registration Department in addition to 
their respective duties in which it was stated that each of the persons 
so engaged would be remunerated ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any of the staff so engaged has 
been remunerated in terms of the Circular? 

(c) If no remuneration was paid, what are the reasons? 

Ml NISTER in ohargt of EDUGATION DEPARTMENT (tbo Hon*blo 
Mr. A. K. Failul Huq): (a) the Circuular of 1932, a copy of *vhich is 
laid on the Library table, was to the effect that\ill copying work should 
be brought up to date by the end of the year, so that no c^reaV Inight be 
carried over to the next year; but tfiere was no direction that the work 
should bo done solely by the members of the periitanent staff. There was 
no mention el any additional remuneration to the permanent employees 
of the department; 

(b) and (c) Do not arise.' 
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gi^, J« M. CUPTA; Is it npt a fact that the staff of the Begistratioii 

Department are made to work overtime even during holidays? 

♦ 

The HoA'Ma Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware but I am 

prepared to make an enquiry. 


Mr« N. GUPTA: Is it not included in the Circular that the staff 
should be made to work overtime even during the Christmas holidays? 


The Hoii’Ma Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 would like to have notice 
because an enquiry w’ill have to be made. 

t 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Is the Hou’ble Minister aware that the staff of 
the other depaitnients of (loverniuent are given allowances for overtime 
work? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That (luesiion does not arise. I have already 
ruled that you can put any question on the specific issue raised but 
whether other departments allow allowances or not is quite beside the 
point. 


Flood in Nadia. 

♦66. Babu HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware — 

(?) that a vast portion o^the district of Nadia was affected by flooil 
in the year 1934; 

(ft) that since then the flood has IxM-ome an annual phenomenon in 
the district ; 

(it?) that His Excellency the (lovenior of liengal in reply to the 
address presented to him at Krishnagar in January, 1936, 
observed that the flood was partly due to obstruction to the 
natural fl<?w of the river Padma caused hy the protective 
works constructed for the protection of the Hardinge Bridge; 
|nd * 

(la) that HA Excellency the Governor of Bengal in the said speech 
assured that .this Government would do their utmost to see 
that no final solution as to the best means of the protection 
^ of tbe bridge would he arrived at which would cause more 
harm to lands of the neighbouring villages than unavoid- 
ably necessary? 
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(^) I! the ani$we» to (a) ftre in tlie affimativt, 'will tlie Hon’ble 
Miaistar be pleased to state the steps proposed to be taken by Govern- 
nient in the matter with a view to give relief to the villagers near the 
Hardinge Bridge? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the flood of 1936 far exceeded in intensity the flood of 

1984; and 

(it) that when the Hon^ble Sir Nazimuddin, the then Minister in 
charge of Irrigation Department, visited Chuadanga in the 
district of Nadia in October, 1936, he was requested by the 
people of Nadia to take steps for the prevention of flood in 
future? 

r 

(d) If the answers to (c) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister l)e pleased to state the steps taken by Government for the 
prevention of such heavy floods. 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Kaotm- 
bazar): (a) {O The Kushtia subdivision was aftected. 

(ii) No. Then* was no flood in Ihe year 1935. 

{hi) No, 

(/r) Yes. 

(b) The matter concerning the improvement ot drainage of lands 
behind the Hardinge Bridge ti\iining works has l>een tak^n up with the 
Railway. 

(c) (0 No. 

(it) Yes. 

(d) The (luestion of diverting part of the discharge of the river 
Ganges down the Mathabhanga and other off-taking rivers is under 
consideration. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the rise in the Padma 
flood mainly due to the fact that no surplus water from ♦he Padma flows 
into the Bhagirathi on ac(*ouiTt of the ‘silting^ up of the dbapghati 
Mahannd ? ** , 

'* , ^ ‘ 

Tht Hcn'IHc Maharaja SRIS*OHANDRA NANDY, af ICaMinbanri 

That might.Aot be the only factor. 

0 

Mr* SAIANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is it not a fact that Sir 
William Willcocks submitted a repqrt to that effect? 



WESTft^S. 


fiM ftoN'kl* MilMralt Mil OHANORA NANBY, tf Kiriakiar: 

Ym. 


Ut. MtANKA RRKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that the Paclma 
^oods affected terribly a lariore portion of the Murshidabad district during 
the last four or. five years. 


Tht Hon’blg Mahartja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Katimbaiar: 

Yes, in some years in the past. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Has the Gcfrernment taken 

any action with a view to combating and preventing floods? 


Tho Hon’bla Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaoimhaiar: 

I may explain here that it is a very diflic ult task to combat floods. It is 
not by erecting bunds that we can stop them. We have got to make 
contour survey of very large areas and then find out areas for the excess 
water to spill. Until these are done, I am afraid it is not possible to 
stop oc'casional floods. 


Dr^ NALINAK8HA 8ANYALt Might I eiuiuire if the spill water 
of the Padma can be diverted partly through the river Ganges and partly 
through the .kilangi to the great relief of the bridge as well as improve- 
ment of the areas concerned. 


The Hoii’blf Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

1 am prejiared to agree that it might he so if tliat is ]>OHsihle hut it is 
not such an easy matter as the hon’ble member thinks. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it in the contemplation of 
Government to open a new diversion channel? 


Tht Hon'IM# Mtharajt SRIS CHAKDRA NANDY, of KatimlHuar: 

There is no scheme at^the moment ot a <Ii version channel but we are 
thinking of having a contour survey of that area. As annatter of fact 
a portion of the survey has already beetl undertaken. After the question 
ia considered in all its aspects we will be in a position to say what course 
we should adopt to put a stop to s(^ extent at least to these floods. 
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Sita NAGfilORA NATH ftSNs With reference 4o (b), when 
was the matter concerning the improvement of drainage taken up by the 
railway and what progress has been made since then P 


The Hon’bla Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDYp of Kaaimbazar: 

[ want notice. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Will the Government consider 
the question of publishing Sir W^illiam Willcocks’ scheme P 


The Hoii’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I believe that is already before the public. 

♦ 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYALs Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that since the notice of this question has been given, floods have 
also occurred in the other subdivisions of Nadia for the same reason? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY9 of Kasimbazar: 

There may have been floods, hut I have not gone into their causes. 


Babtl NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: With reference to (<i), what steps 
have been taken up to this time? 


The Hofi’bla Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDYp C(f Kasimbazar: 

I want notice. 


t 

Prooess-servors. 

*67. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
cbarga of the Judicial Department 1)© pleased to lay on the table a 
statement shovring for the years 19d5 and 1936, separately — 

(i) the total amount realised from process-fees; 

{it) the total amount paid to the process-servers as pay ; 

(iti) the total amount of boat-hire realised (or civjl court processes; 

(iv) the total amount paid to the civil court process-servers as 
boat-hire ; , ^ 

(r) the ^tgtal amount realised from fines ibiposed on the process- 
servers ; and t 

(vi) the total amount realised as cust<»dy-fee for the attachment of 
properties made ty the process-servers P 



QUESTIONS. 


MINItTtll in diarit of JUDIOtAL and LEfilMLATIVE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon'bla Namb MiMharruff Hamin, Khan Sahadur): 

(%) Mid (it) The member is referred to the answer given to a similar 
question put b^' Mr. Birat Chandra Mandal in this session. 

Rl. N. p. 


.(m) 

1936 . .. 

.. 1,30»971 16 

11 


1936 

.. 1.29.934 U 

8 

(iv) 

1935 

.. 1,06.460 13 

9 


1939 

.. 1,08,360 7 

9 


(v) and (vi) The information required for an answer to this question 
is not available and could not be obtained without an expenditure of 
time and labour which Government rejrret the\ are hot prepared to 
undertake. 

BalHl NACENDRA NATH SEN: What it. done with the surplus 
amount as .shown in (///) and {ir)? 

The Hofi’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAINi Khan Bahadur: 

It forms a part of the jyeneral revenues of the Province. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Considering the large 
amounts realised, is it in the contemplation of Government to reduce 
rates of boat hire chargeilP 

The Hon*ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Not at preseirt. 


Trunk road from Sainthia to'tthairamara through Kandi and Barh am por o 
in Murshidibad. 

^88. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communioations and Works Department aware 
♦hat after the scheme for a railway between Sainthia in llirbhum on 
the East Indian Railway and Bhairamara in Nadia on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway was drop[KMl and a project was made for a Trunk Road 
from Sdinthia to Bhairamara through Kandi and Berhampore in 
Murshidabad? * * 

(6) If The /answer to (a) is in the’ affirmative, will the Hori’ble 
Minister be jJeased to^state whether ft is a fact that the said project 
is also going to be abandoned? If so, why? • 

(c) lathe Hon’ble Minister aware ^hat such a road would connect 
the shortest route the districts of Bapkura, Burdwan, Birbhuin, 
Murshidabad, Nadia and several districts of North and East Bengal? 



^ QlJ*OTi©m inraMa,, 

WiM ^ Han’Ue Ifukislir i^medi to sUim wIMi k the 
ism§tt^iciioB of the rood Uikely to be MEen 

The Hon’M Miliwdi Mli GNANOilA NANOYt m 

(o) No. 

(b) Does not arite. 

(o) The proposal is being considered by the Special Officer, Road 
DeTelopment Projects. 

(d) The construction of a road from Sainthia to Eandi via Sultanpur 
has been recently sanctioned by the Provincial Board of Communica* 
tions. 

Oft NALIIfAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a), is 
there any record of the survey that was actually made of this proposed 
road in the year 1917-18? 

Th 0 Hon’bl# Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimbazar: 

We have notliing in our archives. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the department received any 
representation from the District Board of Murshidabad drawing atten- 
tion to the urgency of this project? 

Thi Hofi'hia Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimhaiar: 

I want notice. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (c), how 
long has the Special Officer, Road Development Projects, been consider- 
ing this scheme ? 

The Hon*ble Maharaja 8Ri8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaiar: 

I do not know when it was started but I believe he will submit his report 
within a couple of months. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Did the Indian Roads and Trans- 
port Development Association address a letter to the Department in 
1936, drawing attention to thedela}' in taking up this project 

t f 

Tho Hon'blo Maharaja 8Rt8 CHANDRA NANDY. ^f Katiiiibaiar: 

1 am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAKRMA CANY^Al: How long wiU the Special Officer, 
Road Development Project^; take in fina% reporting on this particnlka' 
project? 
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Hm Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbaiar: 

I am afraid I would have to give some idea to the Imu’ble member as to 
how ttese projects are taken up? When these schemes are considered 
by the Board of Communications they invariably give preferance to 
those which are recommended by the District Boards. As far as I am 
aware this road has not been recommended by the District Board. 


Rocruitmofit of clerks from the 8ohediiled castes for the criminal courts 

of Rangpur. 

*69. Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INGHA: (a) Is the llon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware that llis Excel- 
lency while at Rangpur on tlie dlst Octol>er, 1936, decluwd to the effect 
that apiK)intments in the ministerial services would be given to the 
members of the scheduled castes in the proiH)rtion of 1 to 4^ 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the atiirmative, will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) how many clerks have been upiHuntod in the criminal courts of 
Rangpur; and 

in) how many of th(*m have been given to the memlx^rs of the 
scheduled castes? 

(c) Are the Governnient considering the desiraWWty of taking steps 
to stoj) recruitment from castes other than scheduled jciailes till the pro- 
jX)rtion is reached ? 

• 

MINI8TER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): {a) Yes. 

(6) (i) 22 clerks (5 i)ermauent and 17 temporary) since September, 
1936. 

(u) 6 (2 i^ermaneut and 4 temporary). 

(c) No. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH SINGH A: Are the process-servers in- 
cluded in the ministerial establishment? 

The nWble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I want notice. 

A Muhammidan Member: In what proportion are appointments 
given to thb Muslims? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order: I ^ave already decided that on a 
specific question other issues must not be raised. This question con- 
cerns only the recruitment of clerks from the scheduled castes, I had 

19 
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to disallow an exactly similar question put by a member from the other 
section of the House some time ago. I am afraid your question is not 
in order. • 


Detiiiriu Srijut Santosh Kumar Ganguly. 

•70. Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERdI: (a} Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to 

states 

(i) whet her il is a fact that the detenu Sj. Santosh Kumar Ganguly 

had been suifering from appendicitis before he committed 

suicide ; 

# 

(ii) whether it is a fac t that the Medical Olticer of the Deoli Camp 

gave liim an asHunince that he would be transferred to the 
Ajmer Hospital for treatment; and 

(117) whether it is a fact that h.e was not so transferred? 

(h) Will the Hcm’ble Minister be pleast'd to state whether he is in 
possession of any information showing the reason why the said detenu 
took tlie fatal stef)? 


The Hon’ble Kj^aja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It was suspected by 

the medical oHicers who attend(‘d the detenu some tim(‘ before his death 
that he had had a mild attack of appendicitis but the Magistrate who 
held the incjuest, came to tiu' conclusion on the basi^ of a ffost mortem 
examination, that he had cured. There was (‘\ideuce that the 

detenu had been eager to have an operation but there is nothing to 
justify the vi<*w that th(* deteitu committed^ sui(‘ide be(‘ause no operation 
waa performed, (h)mpetent medical officers w'ere opposed to operating 
before tlie cold weather. 

{h) No. 

Babu NACENORA NATH SEN: Was any jiction taken when the 
medical officer detected a mild type of Appendicitis.^ 


The Hoil’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have nothing further 
to add . • 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: How can a Magistrate give expert 
opinion that he h^d been cured of Appendictics? 

Tlli Hon’bla Khwafa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing ftirther 
to add. 
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BMlI NOCENDRA NATH SEN: Whai are the names of compe- 
tent Medical officers who were o])po8ed to operation before the cold 
weather f 


Ttie HOfl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOOIN: Sir,**this is a suliject pri- 
marily under the Government of India and I have given all the infor- 
mation that was possible for me to give. I have nothing further to 
add. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: it is stated in the 
answer that the detenu coniinitted suicide because no operation was 
performed — how could this come in as answer to the (yiestionl^ 


Mr. SPEAKER: That rjiiestion does not arise. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: The Hon'hle Minister has been 
pleased to .say that he is not in {H)ss(‘.ssion of any information as to the 
reason why the <leienii l<<H)k the fatal step. Is the IToiTble Minister 
jirepared to obtain further information with regard to that? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is a matter which 
has been long finisbed ]>efo?(* fln^ present ( loveimnenl assuiniMl office. 


Mr. JOCI^SH CHANDRA GUPTA: Does tbe Hon'ble Minister 
realise that as ileteiitioii iu •'till (ontinuiiig, is it not an im|M)rtant matter 
which should be tbe concern <»f this Government? 


The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The G(»vernmerit of 
India are in charge of the Divdi Detention Cam]> and ItiMigal represen- 
tatives in the Centra] A.ssemhly can ask cjuestioiis about it. We are not 
supposed to answer ([uestions on this ^uhj(H•t just as the IJrilish Ihirlia- 
meut has di.sallowed ([uestioris tliere on Pro\inciul matters siiiie the 
inauguration of jiroviiicial autonomy. 

• ' • 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN; Are we to understand, Sir that 
questions i^lating to detenus at Deoli ase to be lianned? 

Mr. SPEAKER; ifie position is this: that it is not Tiriraarily the 
concern qf the Bengal Government. BAt to what extent this House can 
exercise powers with reference to Bengal detenus is a noiatter which the 
House itself know. 
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LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Famine Ineurance Bill, 1937. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to introduce 
A Bill to provide for the eHtablishiiieiit and maintenance in Bengal of a 
Fund called the Ben^l Famine Insurance P'und for exx^enditure upon 
relief and inHiirancn^ again.Ht serious famine and distress caused by 
serioiis iliought, Hood or other natuml calamities. 

^I'he motion put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the sliort title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 beg further to 
move that the Bill he taken into consideration. 

Under the (iovornment of India A< t, ]{)19, there was a Famine In- 
mranc(* Fund and the f'und used to h<* held in the balance of the Gov- 
ernment of India on which the Government of India used to pay to the 
Local Government interest at the rate of less than one per cent, at 
which th(*y us(‘d t(» lend money to the Government of Bengal. Under 
tiie jjresent Government of India Act tliere is no provision for statu- 
tory I'amine Insurance Fund hut it is juoposed to have a Famine Insur- 
ance Fund hy an Act of this Legislature. The proposal is that the 
total Jimount in the fund should he twelve lakhs, a balance of three 
lakhs and thirty thousand— not three laklis and thou.4md as stated 
by mistake in the* Bill— has been received out of the balances of the 
fund that used to he and we start the new ^l''und with that amount. It 
is also proposed in this Bill that the Lmnl Government shbuld make an 
annual contribution of Rs. 1,50,000 to build up this fund. If the fund 
at any time exceeds l’.2,00,000, the balance should be spent on produc- 
tive irrigation works or on paying debt charges that might be incurred 
by the Tiocal Government. In no year in the i)ast except in 1936-37 the 
^expenditure on Famine Relief in this Province was very high. Just to 
give an idea to the House of the ex|)enditure that the province was called 
upon to incur under this head I shall give you certain figures. 

In 1921-22 the expenditure was nil; in 1922-23 it w^s only Rs. 29,000 
in 1923-24 it was nil; in 1924-25 it was nil; in 1925-26 the ^lonnf was 
Rs. 1,000; in 1020-27. «.■». 04.(V)0; in 102T-2H. R.;. 80.000; in 1928-29, 
Rs, 3,97,000; in 1929-30. Rs. 4(i.JkK); in 1930-31 ,. K.s. .{5,000; in 1931-32, 
Rs. 2,33,000; 'in 1932-33, Rs. 48.(M)0 nnd only in the year 1936-37, the 
amount was Rs. 10,33,0(M). Th^ Hon’ble Members will remember that 
was an extraordinary situjition with which the province was th^ 

faced and we all hope that we shalLnot have a similar situatioa during 

< 
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the next 50 ;years because if past experience is any data I think it is 
very sale to assume that Bengal will not have to face a similar situa- 
tion*iii another 60 years. 

In tha Provinces of Bombay and Madras they passed Famine Insur. 
ance Acts on the same lines as this Bill but they did so under the pre- 
vious constitution. This GoveAiment decided to leave it to the present 
constitution. *1 hope the House will agree to the proposal. It is a very 
salutory measure. It is an insurance against famine so that Govern- 
ment may not have to avail themselves of the normal revenue to meet 
an extraordinary situation. 

The annual contribution has been fixetl at«Bs. 1,50,01)0 instead of 
Rs. 2,00,000 as was the case in the jmst. In view of the fact that wo 
start the fund with Its. 0,00,000 and in view ali|0 of the fact that the 
expenditure never exceeded Its. 00,000 even in ft bad year, Its. 1,50,000 
per annum is a quite sutiicient amount. Wifh these words, Sir, I move 
the motion. 

The motion that claii'iCN 1 and 2 stand j)art of tht‘ Bill was put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 
that in clan.'^e 3(0 in line 2 for the words and figures “sections 4 and 5’’, 
the word and figure “section 4'’ he substituted. 

Sub-sect i<m 5 is unneces.sai \ in view ot se(‘tinn 0. It as put in by 
oversight. It is merely a drafting change that I have suggested. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 to move that after ilaiise 3 
(in) the following be added, namely: — 

“(ir) such sums as may remain in the liands of Government an 
surplus out of any jniblie fund raised on the initiative of 
Government or Officers of (foverninent for the relief of dif- 
tress (‘aused tlirough famine, droiiglit, flood or other natural 
calamities.” 

My esteemed friends Balm Jatindra Nath Basu and Maulvi Abdul 
Bari have also felt in the same wav. I do not think, therefore, much 
need b3 saiil about the just1fl<-ation (ff this urnendinent. From our 
experience in the past we have seen that (lovernment funds are kept in 
such watertight compartments that ev(fn when ('ontribution from other 
sources . may be available * that contribution cannot 
be tacked on to fhis kind of Government fund which can 
be uiili^d for the relief of distress.! Last year and the year before 
there bad been extensive famines particularly in the central part of 
Bengal. Funds were raised through oilieial endeavouri aa well ae 
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-through non-official agencies. Part of that fund was spent and part 
could not be spent, but we found that we bad no authority to leave that 
part for some kind of future contingency. I only wknt the Hdn’ble 
Minister in charge of the Bill to realise that if he keeps sojne sort of 
elasticity in creating this fund it will be all the more convenient for 
(Government. I am prepared to withdraw my amendment, if Babu 
Jatindra Nath Basu^s amendment finds favour, in favour, of that amend- 
ment because that amendment is a little more wide and any other source 
might be availed of for replenishing and augmenting this fund. I may 
at this stage, however, draw the attention of this House and of the 
Hon’ble Minister in chargs through \oii that his calculation about the 
necessity for the amount of famine insurance fund for the province may 
belie him. From the year right up to 11)20-37 he has given 

an account of fifnds actually drawn ujion for exjienditure on famine and 
such other natural calamity. I submit there had been numerous occa- 
sions for drawing ujioii that fund luit untort unately for certain obvious 
reasons which 1 do not want to rejieat in tliis House, the officers of (lov- 
enunent at that tiim* did not like to decbn(‘ any catastrophe or scarcity 
of a H(*ri(»us nature to be famine because tluue were some other compli- 
cations about land revenue collect ions and otluu’ things, 'rherefore 
famine although occurring rould rad reeeivt^ grants from this fund. T 
submft that with the inauguration of tin* new Ketonns th(‘ pressure on 
our ])Oj»ulur Ministers will he greater, for taking recourse to such 
funds, as and when there may he occasion for the same. It would not 
be very desirahlo for them to limit this to au amount of Bs. 12 lakhs 
only and if the r('vetiues of (tovtufmnmt <lo not ]iermit them to leave 
more than Bs. 12 laklis they should have some opportunity ot iiUTeas- 
ing that fund from other s(mnM*s. That ]<. exact 1\ why this additional 
clause is projiosed. I submit, in the y4*ar 1923-24, we all know that 
then' had been a very great flood in North Bengal, wluue this fund 
could not he utilisivl. The Ilon’ble Mini.sfer ha.s n'ad out a statement 
that !iot more than Bs. 2 lakhs, I .su])])ose, had he(‘n spent in 1923-24. 


The Hon’ble Sir BIMY PRASAD SINGH ROY : No money was 
spent in that year. 


Dfa NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That makes the jmsition worse. 
You all come to know tliat even there is a calamity ot that character as 
the North Bengal flood, which we ex|»erieneed, they could not spend 
anything at all out of that fuml. 1 submit that ^he conclusion is 
obviou.s that the fund could not be utilised not because |heif: had been 
no famine or catastrophe but becau.se the rules or attitude of Govern- 
ment pi'evented them from drawing upon that fund. 

Moreover, Sir, I ft'el that the Hon^ble Minister for Revenue over- 
estimated or ia rather very optimistic almut the economic possibilities 
of this province when he said that for the next 50 years there might not 
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be any'^l^oessity for drawing upon this fund to the extent necessitated 
last year. I shrill be very happy and every one of us will be hpppy if 
sucb ♦calamities never occur. But it is a prophecy which my honour- 
able friend would be taking very great risk to hazard. 1 submit that 
we should be extremely cautious when we constitute an. insurance fund, 
and we should tiy' to put as muoh resources into it as wo can, and also 
try to keep th^ door open for charitable people to contribute their 
quota to the iiind to help in the relief of distress. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: I beg to move that after clause d(///) the 
following be added, namely: — 

“(/?•) any donation that might be nuule by any member of the 
public.” ^ 

It is the desire of the (Tovernment to give as much relief as juissihle to 
the peo]»le who are lamiiie-striken or flood-striken. It was also the 
desire of the public (hat a Hill like this slu>uld have been introduced, 
and we must oongratuhite the lloiTble the Kevenue Minister for taking 
early steps tor introducing a Hill like this. 1 think the clause which 
I intend to add is a v(‘ry wholesome and salutory one in view of the 
fact -that it is the desiie ot (fovernment to (Mdlect fund, be it from the 
piovincial (Toveininent or from the (tovernment of India. It is 
ceriiiinly not the desire of (lovernmenl to shut out any contribution 
that might inune to them tiom other sources. Therefore J think that 
it would he desirable to have a <‘hiuse like this inserted and 1 do not 
think that the (iovermiieni \Nill lia\e any objection to the insertion of 
this clause. I Mould lurther like to add that w'e did not find any 
charitahl> disposed person in the firovince of Heiigal at the time of 
flood 4ind famine mIiicIi occurred in tlie provin<*e. We shall also have 
to kmk to the mentalit\ and the philo.sophy of human mind. If a man 
makes a contrihution he ^uits s-ome recognition at the same time, 
either fiM)m (he public or from (tovernmenl. ('haritahly disjxised 
person^ also want some lecognition from (Government Therefore if a 
chiuse like this l)e iiisci'ted then <er(aiiily tlKj.se gerilh*men who w^aul 
to contribute Mould he ver\ much inclined to make contrihution to this 
fund and thereby (he fund Mhich is sought lo he i!itr<iduced by the 
Revenue Minister M'ill he augmented. 

Babti.JATINDRA NATH pA8U: lM‘g to move that after clause 

3(m) the folloM’iiig be added, namely: — 

“(?r) ^!k)«tribution frsmi any otbei* .source,” 

* • 

This clause lays down the resources from which inoney can be 
made available for the purposes of thi# fund. There are three sources 
stated in the Bill, namely, contribution by the Provincial Government; 
such other sums as the Pro>dncial Government may contribute annually 
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to tlie fund and the interest which may from time to time accrue on the 
securities. But there is no prorision in that clause for the fund being 
augmented from any other source besides the three sources mentioned 
in the Bill. I have therefore proposed that sub-clause (iv) be added, 
namely, ‘^contribution from any other source.” I recognise that the 
two amendments just proposed have the same object as my amendment; 
but my amendment is wider. It does not confine itself to any indivi- 
dual contribution or to any surplus fund which may be left in the 
hands of Government or any other authority for any other purpo.se. 
The words are “contribution from any other source,” and I think the 
addition of that clause will make the clause more wide and comprehen- 
sive and I hope it will be accepted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 fully appreciate 
the desire of the honourable members who moved these amendments, 
but there are certain practical difficulties. In fact when the Bill was 
drafted there was a suggestion (liat a ]>iovisiun like tliis might be 
included in the Hill. But aft<“r curedul consid<*iation of the pn)posal 
Government came to the comdusioii that it bidter not to complicate 
the provincial fund with local funds. When famine is declared the 
expenditure of j)ublic funds has to be regulated acc^)rding to the rules 
laid down in the Indian Famine (V>de, and if private funds are included 
in the Government fund, then the expenditure of the private fund will 
also have to be guided according to the rules laid down in the Famine 
Code which are very strict. The CM)ntributi<m on such occasions are 
usually spent in giving relief to persons so that there might be no 
staivation, whereas money from private funds oi local funds nr from 
tx^ntribulions by generous members of the public are generally spent 
in giving additional necess^iries of life to the fanilne-»triken people, 
e.g., clothings, medicines and other things are supplied out of private 
funds. (A voicK: Not current expenditure?) No current expendi- 
ture but additional necessities of life. The expenditure out of Govern- 
ment fund is strictly limited to preventing people from dying of 
itarvation. So 1 do not think it will be helpful if the two funds are 
amalgamated. 

Then there is another objection: there i.s scarcely a private fund 
which is me^int for the whole of the piovinoe. It is generally limited 
and meant for a particular urea, for a juirticular district or a particular 
group of di.st riots. So there might be conditions attached to those 
funds and it would be undesirable to spend that money withouWulfilling 
those oondition.s. IX)nors might have made tho.se* contributions on 
certain conditions and in fairness to them it would be pro/er for Gov- 
ernment to carry out the wishes of the donors as far as practicable. 
So if private funds are amalgamated with the Government fund, these 
difficulties would arise. ^ 

Lastly, ^r, it will only reduce GovernmenFs financial obligation 
and it might discourage the generous members of tbe public from 
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ooming forward with contributions. They may be quite prepared to 
make oontributions for relief of human sufferings in a particiilar way^ 
but tertainly they would hesitate to reduce the liability of the State. 

(A VOICE : He pays only to reduce the liability of the people. ) 

That question does not arise. 

Rai HAREUDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is possible that a 
generous man may make ,a contribution without any condition. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: But that is not 
usually done. There may be zemindars like my friend Mr. Bai 
Chaudhuri who may make contributions free of (oiulitions but such 
instances are very rare. On tliese giounds I would recjuest my 
honourable friends not to press their amendments y* In fact, I c^in 
assure them tlvat this question was very caretully considered before we 
drafted this Bill. In fact, this suggestion came fiom a honourable 
colleague of mine and 4\fter a thorough examination of the question we 
decided not to amalgamate the (Government fund with private funds. 
With these few words I <»ppose the amendment. 

The amendment moved by Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was put and 
agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The three amendments are almost identical in 
nature and I think it would satisfy Dr. Sanyal as well as Mr. Abdul 
Bari, if instead of putting Dr. Sanyal’s and Mr. Abdul Bari’s amend- 
ments I put the comprehensive one of Mr. J. N. Basil. 

The umendinent moved by Maulvi Alalul Bari was by leave of the 
House withdrawn. 

The amendment moved by Mr. J. N. Basu was put and lost. 

The motion that clause ^ as amended stands part of the Bill was put 
and agreed to. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that in clause 4. in line 4, alter the words “the sum of” the 
word, figures and wonls “Rs. 1,()1,0(K) together with the sum of” ho 
inserted. 

Sir, the Government proposiil is to start a Famine Insurance Fund 
with Rf. 3,.19,(K)0 only. M/ proposal* is to .start the Famine Fund 
with a decent sum of Rs. 5 lakhs. For unle.s.s they start with Rs. 5 
lakhs, (Jo^ernment will not be able t<f <xipe with any calamity which 
may occur in*the near future. For iifstance, Sir, only year before last 
there was a wide failure of crops in some of the district# in the Presi- 
dency the Burdwan Divisions apd Government could only oope 

wi^ tKpt calamity and in a partial ni^nner and niggardly way 
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The Hon’ble fir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Can tMs section 
be moTed without the sanction of the Governor under section 82? 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the matter for which you ask for a 
decision at this stage is a complicated one. Personally I think that 
this amendment wilj, require the Governor’s sanction. But there has 
been a decision by the Government, which I have not^ accepted but 1 
am writing again to them to make the position clear, that amendments 
to a Bill do nol require sanction of the Governor. Personally it is ven^ 
diificult for me to find out the reason for it.- But you may remember 
that in wjnnection with the Ministers’ and Members’ Emoluments Bill 
this question was raised, and I drew tlieir attention that if a member 
wants to increase the emoluments that will increase the financiivl 
obligations of (government and will re(juire the Governor’s sanction. 1 
have received a meinorandiiin from the Home Department that amend- 
ments to a Bill do not retpiire the sanction of the Governor. I am, 
therefore, proceeding on tluit assumption. Personally I feel that thiit 
decision is wivmg, but the matter uill have to be thrashed out. But 
for the time being I have to proceed on the basis of that decision. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
I would also refer to \our jnevious decision on the fK)int and also to 
the fact that the Assembly luis accepted such amendments in connec- 
tion with the other money bills. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What 1 teel and Mr. Pai (’liaudhuri will agree 
that one illegiility does not <‘reate a precedent for further illegalities 
and if that de('isi<)n is wrong 1 am not prejwired to hold that that decision 
must stand. This is a iH>int which is still under discussion but pend- 
ing a final decision I must accept the decision which has been made by 
Government in this matter. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: As I was observing, 
Sir, it was only possible for Gov(*rnmcnl to cope with 
this (Milamity tliat befell some of the districts of the l*residency and 
the Burdwan Divisions in PKt-VttJ. because (Government had a decent 
sum of Us. Id lakhs piled up in the (ourse of 1921-2.9. Had not that 
been the case, I am quite sure the Minister in eliarge of liiuul Revenue 
w<mld have stood up from liis seat and declared that Government was 
not a charitable institution as ui former Revenue Member liad^'doiie in 
the year 1923, 1 believe, when there was a famine in i.hulna. I would, 
therefore, suggest, Sir, that he ought to start the fuod ^ith Rs. 5 
lakhs. Sir, the Revenue Minister may be disposed to tliink in terms 
of centuries and half-centuries, but famines Rave got a knack of 
appearing and re-appearing in almost every quinquennium. ^uppose» 
therefore, Sir, a calamity of this type appears somewhere in. 1940. or 
1941 it will he simply impossible for Government to cope with it unless 
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GoTeni]»«nt provide 5 lakhs now at the beginning. Sir, we have also 
got to romember that in the past we have not dealt very fairly with 
the Famine Insurance Fund. Some of the money of this Fund went to 
other purposes and that led to depletion of this Fund. In view of that 
fact I would suggest tliat Government should not hesitate to start with 
Rs. 5 lakhs and my proposal is only to augment t^e sum proposed by 
Rs, 1,70,000 alinost the siime amount hv wliich the t’ouncil revised up 
the provision for Mem])er’s Salary, and I tiiink there will be no one 
here to suggest that the Famine Insurance Fund ought not to get that 
extra amount at least whicli the members voted for themselves. 

{Adjourn incut.) 

The House was then adjourned tor lo minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Hiio> . I undeistand that the ]H)sition is that 
this matter recjuires tlie recommendation of 1 1 is Kxeellency the Gov- 
ernor. I had an opportunil.v of discussing it with the legal advisers 
since I referred to this matter in the House and it seems to me that iny 
interpretation of the law wa> »orrect and that the Government letter 
was a misprint. In that view I hold — not only on that ground, but also 
on tile ground that this Hill ma\ involve a charge on the provincial 
revenue — that the mattei will recpiire the re(x)mmendation of His 
Excellency. In tlie meantime, I understand that the Hoirble Sir Rijoy 
Prasiul has obtained the recommendation of the Governor on that 
behalf. So there is no objection to the matter Ibeing taken up. 

Srijut Manindra Hliusan Sinha sufiportetl the motion of Rai Ilurendra 
Nath Chaudhuri in Ihmgali 

As he rtderred to the leniaik of tlie llon’ble Sir Hijoy ibasad Singh 
Roy that 4iccording to tlie cycle of famines it was hoped that there 
would not be another tamii\[k in dO years 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sii, mu> I rise 
on a point of personal (‘xjdanat ion I never said what the Speaker is 
attributing to me AVhat I said was that the siluati<in in l!t‘ld-d(> was 
extraonlinarv and iioni ])ast expetience we could reasonably liope 
that Bengal would not be faced with an ecjually extraordinary situation 
in amither 5(1 years. There is a c\cle in famines and from that it may 
be reasonably concluded that we would iK»t be faced with a simibir 
situatiou'within the next half a century., 

Srijut Manindra Bhus^in Sinlia eonclnded his speech with an appwil 
to the memliert to support the amemfinent of Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri.. 

Tlw HoiPbM Sir BUOY PRASAD ^SINCH ROY: 8iV, may I junt 
at this stage ••maka a statement that Government are prepared to raise 
tbe initial amount of Government’s contribution from Bs. 3»39,000 
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to Es. 5 lakhs, and also to raise the annual contribution {rom Es. 
lakhs to Es. 2 lakhs, subject to the maximum of Es. 12 lakhs. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please move a short-notice amendment 
for the deletion of the words which you are proposing substituting 
Es. 6 lakhs for Es^, 3,39,000. 


Short-notice Amendment. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg 
formally to move that the words and figures “Es, 5 lakhs*’ be substi- 
tuted for the words and figures “Es. 3,39,000” in line 4 of cdause 4. 

Mr. speaker : You may also move your amendment No. 7. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I also beg 
to move that in clause 4, in lines 4 to 8, the words and figure “which 
is the amount rei'eived from the (Viilnil Government as the balance 
at the credit of the Provincial Government in the Famine Insurance 
Fund maintained under Schedule IV to the Devolution Rules made 
under Government of India Act” be omitted. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Uai Ilarendra Nath (Uiaudhiiri was, by leave of the 
House, witlnlmwn. 

The motion tlwit clause 4, as amended, stands part of the Bill was 
put and agreed to. 


Clmise S. 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH Roy: I beg to move 

that clause 5 be omitted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, we have to oppose this dele- 
tion, as we feel that there is something more about it than is apparent. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I 
explain first of all the position and if my friend feels it necessary, he 
may oppose it. 1 would draw his attention to the proviso te clause 8 
which says “Provided that if the deficiency exceeds one and a half 
lakhs of rupees (it is now Es, 2 I4khs), it may be made ¥p in annual 
instalmenls, the amount of each instalment except the last being not 
less than one and a half lakhs of rupees (it is now Es. 2 lakhs). 

There it is expressly provided that Government must make the 
contribution. In view of this, I hope my friend will ^ not press bis 
objection. 



1937.] GfOVERNMENT BILLS* 301 

Hr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If you put iu tl» word “shall/* 
then it will be a compulsory contribution from Goveriiment. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SIHGH ROY: The contribution 
may be more than that. It leaves a wide latitude to Government. So 
what is the necessity of putting m “Shall?*’ The'iuinimum contribu- 
tion of Rs. 2 lahhs has now been made compulsory. 

Mfi SPEAKER: If the Ilon’ble Minister makes an announcement 
on the floor of the House that so far as the minimum is concerned it 
is the intention of Government to make an annual contribution, 1 think 
the House might well accept it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, that is not the point 
ot issue. Clause 5 says what will he the total contribution an (1 that will 
be the annual contribution. Clause 8 does not say this. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is annual contribution in the proviso. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The proviso does not 
contemplate anything except when there is any deficiency. Clause 5 
provides for the annual assignment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I withdraw ray objection. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was put and 
agreed to. 

The motioh that claii.se 5, as amended, stands i>art of the Bill, 
was put and agreed to. 


Clause 6. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 6, in line 2, the wor<l “serious” be omitted. 

Sir, the word “seiiouH” does not perform any important function 
in this clause. Whether or not a country has come under the grip 
of famine is always a matter for the executive Government to decide. 
Therefor^ I do not think that any u.seful purpose will be served by 
drawing a line between famine and serfous famine. In other words, 
as is well l^own to the meml>ers of this House as well as to yourself. 
Sir, 8ometime8.V*’*^^f*^®^ difficulties may arise: for instance, a territory 
or a tract of land may ))e under the grip of famine and yet the execu- 
tive Government in the past did not make a declaration to tliat effect ; they 
simply said that there was an “e<yt)noraic distress,” “scarcity/’ 
“depression,*' etc. Sir, these are phr^es very respectable and valuable; 
but 80 far as the qualifying adjective is concerned, if the Hou’ble 
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Minister in charge will please delete it, I think mnch of the objection 
of this House will be met. 

Mr« SPEAKER: Mr. Banerjee, will you please move motions 
Nos. 19 and 25 P .. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: Yes, Sir, I beg to move 
that in the proviso to clause 6, in lines <1 and 4, the words “on protective 
irrigation works and other works” be omitted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in the proviso to clause G, in line 5, 
after the words “debt charges” the words “for the relief of famine 
or distress mentioned herein” be inserted. 

The net result, Mr. Speaker, of the ameiidmeiith proposed by me is 
that all the j)rovisions in the p?-o\ iso to chnise ti will apply only to 
famine. Toj' instance, it the words “})ix>tecti ve irrigation woiks and 
other works” be omitted, the re.sult will ))e that the whole fund will 
be placed at tlie disiM)siil of famine. The second amendment is to 
the effect that after the words ‘‘debt charges” the words “for the 
relief of famine or distress menti<med herein” be inserted. Clause 6 
is somewhat of wider apidic<»t ion. It s4»\s that the provincial 
Government may utilize any sum in excess of lakhs to meet 

expenditure on iirmhictive irrigation works and other works. I, 
Sir, do not like those cabalistic words “and other works.” Irrigation 
works ai*e very important, but in the budget wliich we shall jiass a few 
days later on liandsome provision has been made by the llon’ble the 
Finance Minister for purposes of financing irrigation works. And I 
do not propose, by this amendment, to have the extra sum over and 
above the 12 lakhs eitluM* for purpost‘s of fi\igation works or for other 
undefined and indefinable works. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the second amendment on this clause, 
I would like to insert the.se words “for the relief of famine or distress 
mentioned herein.” The words used in this clause are: “for the pre- 
vention of famine or to pay debt charges.” Fayment of debt charges 
Sir, is an iniporlant obligation cast upon the finances of the province. 
That is true, but according to my amendment jHiyment of debt charges 
on items other than items appropriated specifieally for famine charges 
should not be borne by this fifbd. repeat, Sir, wifti confidence that 
these three amendments are extremely reasonable; tirey^ constitute 
constructive proposals made by this aide of the House for which the 
Hon^ble the (,"hief Minister made siich an ardeut appeal last evening. 
The purposes of the Bill will not be defeated and the noble pi^: 7 M> 0 e of 
the framers of the Bill will not ^ vanquished, if these three amend- 
ments are accepted. 
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MmiM ABDUL BARI: May I, Sir, with your permission moYO 
the two amendments standing in my name under clause 6? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, you have my permission. 


IlMilvi ABDUL BARI: Sif, I beg to move that in clause 6, in 
lino 3, after the word “flood” the words “earthqnak(j|“ be inwrted. I 
further beg to move that in the proviso to clause (i, line 6, after the 
word “famine” the words “or flood” be inserted. 

My intention in moving these amendments is to make this (danse 
6 more comprehensive. The intention of (ilovernment- 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May T at this 
stage mention tliat Government are prepared to aicept botli these amend- 
ments? 


Mr. SPEAKER: If so, T think there is no use making any speetdi 
on these aniemlinenls. 


Mr. SPEAKER : Amendment 20 standing in tin' name of Hai 
Harendra Nath Gliaudliuri has already beiui moved by Mr. P. N. 
Banerjee. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: 1 want to say a few 

words, Sir, on my own account. 

Mr. SPEAKER ; Not now. Let me now call other amendments 
to this (la use. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SAMYAL: Sii, I heg to move that tiom the 
proviso to elau.s(‘ 0, in lines 5 to H, the tollowing words be omitted, 
namely, — 

“Or to pay debt (diarges tor which tin* Provimial (jlov**rnment may 
from time to time lie liable, imludimr interest, sinking-fund cliarges 
and redemption (barges. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would ie([ue.st all mem hers to lie as brief ns 
possible in their speeidies. • , 

• “0 * 7 - 

Dr. NAi.ll|AKSHA SANYAL: All right, Sir, 1 am not going to 
deliver a long* speech. 

Mr. friend, Mr. *P. N. Banerjee, lui.s already .proposed the 
limitation of the scope of expenditure from out of this fund on account 
ol interest, sinking-fund charges, eta, on debts, I mean to suggest 
that even tliat amount of limitation will* nut do. We shall not be 
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really utilizing the fund properly if any portion thereof is spent on 
debt charges or sinking-fund charges or on redemption charges, because 
the amount is so small — the amount is going to be only 12 lakhs — 
that any surplus out of this 12 lakhs will be insignificant. 1 feel that 
this clause as a whole, after the withdrawal of the proviso to clause 6, 
becomes more or less unnecessary, and academical, because, really 
speaking^ there can be thereafter no surplus beyond 12 lakhs, inasmifch 
as there is no compulsory annual contribution contemplated. It is only 
when the accounts show that the amount is less than 12 lakhs that there 
will be some contribution, so that the possibility of any surplus over 
12 lakhs will be very meagre. But even then, if there is any surplus, 
I would not like any amount out of that fund or out of any fund for 
this purpose to be spent for meeting debt charges, sinking-fund charges, 
or redemption charges. 

Babu J ATI NORA NATH BA8U: Sir, I beg to move that in the 
proviso to clause 6, in line 5, after the words “debt charges” the words 
“incurred for relief under this Act” be inserted. 

The object of the amendment is this. Proviso to clause 6 authorizes 
(lovernment to spend any exce.-^s over tlie 12 lakhs of rupees, of which 
the Famine Insurance Fund ij. to (M)nsist to meet expenditure on pro- 
ductive irrigation or other works for the i)revention of famine or to 
pay debt charges. It does not define or limit as to what the debt 
charges arc. There imiy Iv.* debt charges for the j)revention of malaria; 
there may be debt charges for the estiiblishment rtf a waterways board. 
As this is an ear-marked fund, almost in the nature of a trust fund, it 
should be made clear in the Act itself that it cannot be used for the 
ordinary charges of Government. The money should not go to the 
general funds of Government but to a special fund. Therefore, debt 
charges should be defined; and I bave tried, to define it by the addition 
of the words “incurred for relief under this Act” which would have 
the effect of limiting the debt charges, and would also limit the power 
of Government to spend the surplus only on debt charges incurred for 
the relief of famine. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that the 
proviso to clause (> be omitted. The object of my amendment has been 
partially met by the amendments of Mr. P. N. Banerjee and 
Mr. Jatindra Nath Ibisu. I ilo'not like the idea of productive irrigation 
works and other works. Mr. J. N. Biisu in his speech has also agreed, 
to some extent, that this debt charge should be limited t<f debts incurred 
for famine relief. Now, Sir, practically spealpng, three-fourths of the 
whole clause is g^oing to be deleted by the various amendments moved. 
The only difficulty arises when w** come to the queltion of debt jcharges, 
sinking-fund and other charges. "^The past history of famine insurance 
grant, so far as we have been able tfO study the situation shows that it 
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ban baea mis-spent in so many ways ibat one naturally apprehends what 
the late will he of this fund too» if we maintain a proTieo-clause like 
this. not a fact that famine insurance funds have been misused 

in the of sinking-fund charges, in the name of capital fund, ahd 

even sometimes in the name of emergency fund^ And what is the 
significance of an emergency fifndJ^ The significance is to aid war 
for* killing men^ whereas the famine insurance fund, os it was con- 
ceived by Sir John Strachey — in what year I do not remember — , was 
in the nature of a trust fund, and a definite assurance was then given 
that the whole fund would be utilized for the purpose of famine relief. 
Then, that famine relief fund was suspende<l from time to time, and 
fresh taxation continued to relieve famine-stricken people, but 
ultimately that amount was practically suspended, and that money was 
allowed to be spent sometimes in the name of product i\*e wtuks, sonu*- 
times in the name of unproductive works — sometimes in the name of 
productive irrigation works and sometimes for famine rai]wa,\s. Every 
student of Economics knows how the i<]ea of “famine railways” ])rought 
alnnit a devastahon in the (*ounii>. AUmt 7 4 crores of nij)ees went 
to tlie pocket*^ of the iMiropean contractors in llie name of famine 
ruihvaN". If tilings go on lik<* this in the name oi pr<idncti\4‘ irrigalion 
works and othei w<uks then no ibdinition <d' taniiiie, as my fritoid 
Mr. V. X Hanerj(‘e Ini" already said is possible. What is the signi- 
ficanci' oi tli(‘ eNpre^sion “other \M»rks”'' Is it again the hnilding 
pioducli\(* works? I’lider the lu'ad “Ilnihling Ibodiict i\ e Works” also 
so much mone\ has heen wa-'toil I'ndor tin* cin’unislanc4‘s if we retain 
a proviso clause like this, one dof*s not know wluit situation will he 
creiited again. So. troni onr {last 4‘\perH‘nce il is cjuile natural Ixi 
apprehend th;^t ajiaiii niuch nione\ will he misused ami money will he 
spetit in till' name of laniitx' in''Uran(e fund, ami as such we cannot 
but say “Don’t waste ari\ further money in the name of jtrodnclivo 
irrigation works”. The 1 rt'Vnt ion Dejiarlimuit is theie, and it c<iii 
very well take care of itself. 

As n'ganls debt < liarg(‘s, I havi* lioaril of didit rliargos incnrrtMl on 
ac(X)unt of famine. Our national debt has been incurred in ^a^ions other 
waya, and, practically sp<‘akirig, it is now unlimited. Endcr these cir- 
cumstances, when we do not call it say, educational debt charges, w’hen 
we do not call it .sanitation debt cliaiges when they are incurred tor those 
specific purposes, w’hat special significance is there to speak of famine 
relief debt charges? Is it because thaf 4be poor people suffer from 
famine — the villag^^rs suffer form famine? Is it because that there is — 
if I may be pethiitted t<i .say so — a superiority complex (hat whenever 
the question of faming qomes, we raise all these issues and we alw'uyg 
try to avoid famine relief? I know* that during the last J/ssore famine, 
when the Jessore Famine Relief Committee was started on my initiative, 
Press Officer of the Government ^ Bengal tried his very best to 
hush up the matter when the people died of starvation. When every 

90 
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newtpaper publiabed harrowing tales of distress and scardtyi Govern- 
ment hesitated to declare a famine. And what was this due to? They 
did not want to declare it as a famine because they have got some obli- 
gation to relieve that distress. As my friend Mr. P. ]J. Banerjee 
has said, — and I quite appreciate it — we do not know when Govern- 
ment will declare a*particular situation as famine or simply as distress 
or scarqity. Under these circumstances, if a fund is* raised with * the 
particular object of relieving famine, it is of no use to spend it on 
productive works or unproductive works — sometimes Government call 
them test works. I think it should be utilized and earmarked solely 
for the i»iirj)ose of relieving famine. Then, again what are these test 
works? Does the llon’ble Minister include it in his terminology of 
‘'other works”? Tliese test works so far as I have been able to 
realise 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Ghose, I am afraid I must interrupt you. 
You are going much beyond the scoj>e of your motion. You should only 
confine yourself to the purpose for which the surplus amount in excess 
of li^ lakhs should be s])ent. All that you have said is quite legitimate 
so far, but now 1 am afraid you are losing touch with appropriate con- 
nection and your reference is out of ]daee. I would request you there- 
(oie to drop this point. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 do noi under- 
stand the significance of the words “other works” mentioned in the 
proviso to the clause. If I want to explain fhe words “other works” 
I am tempted to mention “Test works” which are sometimes cLaimed 
by the Government to explain whether famine has actually taken place 
in the country or not 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am .sorry, hut yon shall liave to leave this jmint. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Then .Sf) far as 1 have lH*en able 
to viiuh'rstund much nionc\ oi the Fainim* Insurance Fund has been mis- 
U.scd in the past and I apjx'ul to tin* imunlK'rs of the House to he very 
critical and visualist* the situation .so that further amount may not be 
spent in the name of this sort of terminology and 1 am of opinion that 
the pix)viHo to clause i\ should be deleted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I would not have 
intervened in this debate — »^'the amendment of M**. Pramatha Nath 
Bunerji alrea^ly covers my amendment — hut for the fact thal I anticipate 
that tlie Hon*ble Minister in charge of Revenue will coihe forward wdth 
the explanation that the words used in this proviso have been taken bodily 
from Schedule JV of the old Devolution Rules. Sir, I was aware of all 
these things. But we cannot <feny that the Famine Insurance Fund 
simply beelmse of this unhappy U nguage of Rule 3 has been open to mis- 
use in the past and part of it has .been diverted to purposes to which 
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nobody conceived such funds could be diverted at all. In the pt^vioun 
budgebi we have seen that expenditure on irrijjcntion works , (work® 
updar head 16 which in the new budj^et come under head 19) was in 
part financed from Famine Insurance Fund. Now, under head 16, it .will 
be seen tliat such major works as the TTijli Tidal Canal, the Eiistern 
and Circular Canal, the Madaripur llhecl Itoutc come. If some of Hiese 
projects, whiiji can never be associated with famine relief works, 
swallowed in the past, a jiart of tlie Famine Insurance Fund vve have 
reasons to be cautious. Further having regard to the fact that the 
present Government are not under any statutoiy obligation to <‘ 0 ]>v the 
very words used in section d of the old Devolution llules, T sujjjrest that 
these words should be removed from the Hill before us. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: t unchu. stand that 
I have to reply to three sets of amendments that leave been moved, 
namely, 14 to 16, 19 and !24-2o The first set of amendments proposes 
that the word ‘‘serious” he omitted. Sir. distress may be divided into 
two classes, namely, ordinary distress and more than ordinary distress. 
Under the Famine (hale no famine is declared if the distress is of an 
ordinary nature or of a normal nature, and to meet thosc^ circuimstances 
there is a j)rovision in the Famine Code that the district board should 
open test works and should finance tho.se work.s and, if necessary. 
Government would advance money to the district board and in the final 
adjustment (Tovernmenfc may licdp the* district hoard with fijmneial 
assi.stance. So it is not ?ie(‘cssary to find money from the* 1 amine 
Insurance Fund to meet a situation whic h is not of an ahnormal 
charact(‘r. It is not the* id(*a to <lraw upon the Famine Insnrance Fuiol 
to meet the 'situation whic h is not of an ahnormal charaeder. Tliat is 
the first and caidinal principle ot this m<*asnr<* and I would rc*(|UC*Ht the 
honourable memhers to rv^emher that point, lusimincc cc‘a*>es to tn* 
an insurance if normal expenditure* has p'ot to Ik* met out of a fund 
whic h is reallv meant to mc»et an extraordinary sifiiatioii, 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What is the difTereme hetweep 
serious and non-seri^)Us ^ 


Th€ Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is a question 
of deprSe. Therefore the word “serious” i.s obsolutely necessary and 
Government canliot agree to omit that eXpre.ssion. 

In ease ordinary distress under the Agricultural lyoans Act 
Government can advance money and <io advance a large amount of 
money every year to tfie agriculturists. In fact, in 19cf6 Government’s 
expendjture on famine relief was something like Its. 11 lakhs, whereas 
Ihe amount of loans advanced undej the Agricniltural Loans Act was* 
nearly Rs. 37 lakhs ; and every yj a/ quite a large amount is advanced 
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M agncultural loans : so there is no point in omitting the word ' 'serious*' 
because^ the use of this fund is limited only in meeting an extraordinary 
situation and not a situaticm which arises almost every year in one^piyrt 
or other of the province. 

tSir, as regards amendment No. 19, Mr. Banerji has moved that the 
words “on protective irrigation and other works” be omitted. Govem- 
intMit guarantee that a sum of Its. 12 lakhs is the ultitnate limit of 
the Famine Insurance Fund. But the fund may exceed 12 lakhs 
because of the accrual of interest on that amount. So there is no reason 
why the surplus should not be utilised for other useful works. If 
the Famine Insurance Fund is exhausted, Government will have to fall 
back on their general revenues to meet the situation. If the whole of 
Its. 12 lukliH is exhausted to meet a famine situation, Government will 
have to advance money out of their general levenues. So there is no 
reason why any surplus in that fund should not go to the lienefit of the 
general revenues of Government. If that i.s not done, you cripple the 
g(meral reveTiues of Government to that extent. ()j» that ground f 
oppose amendments Nc>s. 19 and 20 whi< h are exactly the same. 

As regards amendments Nos. 22, 2d and 24, (lovernmmit do not rai.se 
any ad hor hmn tor famine o[)erations agiiinsl tin* Famine Insurance 
FuikI. But what is done is that (io\ernment rai>e hum for jiurjxises 
other than famine: tliat is the usual pra( tici* and famine ridief is met 
either out of Famine Belief Fund or out ol llu‘ general revenues of 
Government. So loan ( harges for loans for othei than famine relief 
are proposed to he met out of tin* surplus in th(‘ Fainim* In.siirame Fund. 
As 1 just said in connection with amendment So. 19, the piovince 
guarantees an ex[)enditure of Bs. 12 lakhs out of tin* lamicie Insurance 
Fund, but if by an,^ chance tliat amount is exhausted, Goverimuuii 
cannot stop famine opmations. 4'hey will have to fall back u[)on their 
general revenues. So tliere is no reason w^fiy, if tiiere is any surplus 
in file Famine Insurance h'und, the general ie\enues of (io\einm(*nt 
sliould not get the bemdit. It is not the idea to confine the nnuding ot 
debt charges only to debts raised for famine operations. As u matter of 
fai't, no debts are incurred for meeting famine operations. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Then our apprehensions 
come true. 


Tha Hoii'bla Sir BI<I0Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: No question of 
apprehension; it is only a statement of fact. The rate-payers of the 
province will he equally benefited by this expenditure as by a loan raised 
against the Famine Insurance Fund. It is a normal procedure of finance 
and ol budgeting; and it will be riutrieted very much if the amendmeutii 


(Nos. 22«24) are accepted. 
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RM HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: On a point of informal 
tion. Sir. The Hon^ble Minister in explaining the signiBoan^n of the 
wora ‘'serious** before the House said that the word distinguishes 
ordinary famine from extraordinary famine. Now, Sir, is it not a fact 
that famine has a definite significance and definite meaning attached to 
it under the Indian Famine ('ode: then why qualify ity 

The Hon’IMe Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is so, 
Famine liSvS u special meaning under the Famine Code and unless famine 
is declared under the Famine ('ode, no money is to be spent out of the 
Famine Insurance Fund. That is true. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is there afty definition of 
“serious lamine” in the Codey 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is my duty, before I put all these 
amendments to th(‘ vote, to (‘\j)laiii the scope of the amendments. J am 
trying to do so. so that the members may not 1 h‘ misled and vote for 
one while they intend to vole tor another. Now, Mr. Atul Krishna 
Gho'se’s amendnumt wants deletion of the entire proviso: that is to say 
he i^’unts tliut the expenditure of the fund should be imole as re<|uired 
under the first portion of clause (i. Then Mr. Prnmatha Nath Hanorjee’s 
amendment wants the word “seii(»us“ before the word “famine” in 
line 2 to be omitted. He wants to confine it to the relief of famine and 
not merely serious famine. The next amendment of Mr. Pramaiha 
Nath Itanerjee suggests that tiie (*xc<‘ss over 12 lakhs should be spent 
for the ))rcveTitif»n of tamine and not tor luotective irrigation works and 
other works. Tlie amendment of ])r. Nalinakslm Saiiyal wants to dedete 
the entire* [)rovision about jyiynient ot debt chaiges and Ibibu Jatindra 
Nath Ibisu wants that the debt < harges shouhl be* for debts specifically 
incurred for relief under the .Vet and Mr. Praiiiatha Nath HaiMujee last 
of all wants lliat after the w(U(1n “debt <harges“ the words “for the 
relief of tainine or distress menlione<l herein” be iriserteri. 

I put the amendments one after the other. I put Mr. Atul Krishna 
Ghose’s amendment first because if (hat is accejded, most of the other 
amendments will fail. But if Mr. (ihose’s aiiiei^diiient fails, the other 
amendments will be put to vote. 

The amendme#it of Mr. Atul Kri.shna Ghose was put and lost. 

The amtndyient of Mr. Pramatha Nifth Baiierjee was put and a divi- 
•ion called. * * 

TlM^HoiYIito fir BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government art 
prepared to Accept the deletion of the irord^“»erioua.'* 

The motion was then put and a^rifed to. 
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The amendment of Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee was put and lost. 
The amendment of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal was put and lost. 

Mr SPEAKER: That disposes of all the omission amendments. 

The amendment of Maulvi Abdul Bari was put and agreed to. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I beg, leave to withdraw my 
amendment. 

The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The amendment of Mr. Pramatha Natli Banerjee was put and lost. 

The motion that elniise 0, as amended, stands part of the Bill^ was 
put and agreed to. 


Clause 7. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
7 in lim‘ alter ilm words “re-invest in” the words “its own securities 
or in” he inserted. 

Sir, my amendment proposes that tliere should also be provision for 
investment of sums of this Fund in the security of the Provincial Govern- 
ment and not in that of the Central Government alone. 

Tho Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (loyernment are 
prepared to accejit this amendment. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURT: On a point of order, Sir. 
I doubt whether l\lr. Basil’s amendment will lie technically correct and 
I hojie my amendment will be more techni<*all,\ correct. 

Mf« SPEAKER: 1 do not understand this technical difference. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You will find, Sir, that 
in section 7 it is the Provincial Government which shall operate and the 
Provincial Government shall from time to time inyest in its own 
securities or in the seimrities of the C^entral Government. My submission 
is that there is a vital difference between the two. My amendment, if 
carried, will not give Government the option to re-invest it in Central 
securities when there are Provincial securities. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You say t^fis amendment is not correct. Your 
amendment arises after that of Ar. Basu, and you may move it. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clauee 7 in line 2, after the words “securities of the“ the^ words 
“5w)Viiioial or in the absence of the Provincial of the” be inserted. 

Sir, mx amendment travels beyond the scope of Mr. Basil's amend* 
ment. Mr. Basu’s amendment gives the Government the option to 
re-in vest the money either in its own securities or in the Cenfral 
securities whereas mj' amendment does not give that option to the 
Government. It proposes that Government shall invest all these extra 
sums in their own securities and if the Provincial .securities are not 
available, only in that case the sums should be invested in the Central 
securities. Its own securilies are worthier of investment than the 
Central securities. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROt: It m>l a 

question of more or less worth. It is a question of the market value 
of the securities.^ Tt may lie more ad\ antagt^ms financially for Gov- 
ernment to invest tlieir mone\ in the Central securities. 1 opiiose the 
amendment. 

SPEAKER: The question before the lUuise is the amemlment 
of Bai Harendra Natli ('haiidhuri which wants that these sums should 
be invested first in the Provincial securities and in tlie absence of 
Provincial securities m the securities of Centnil Go\ernmenl, whenuis 
Mr. J. N. Ihisii wants to leave it to the option of the Government to 
invest. 

The amendment moved lt\ Uai llaiendra Nath Chaudhuri w a.s put 
and lo^t. , 

The aiiKMidmenl moved b\ Hahn datindia Nath Hasn was ]>ut and 
agreed to. 

Tlie motion lliat ilaU'«e "f. a-N amen(h*d. ^^ands par! oj tin* Bill, uus 
put and agreed to 


Chifisr 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sir, J beg to mov(‘ that in 
clause 8(7) in tlie la-it hue, after the wonl “year” the words “and an 
abstract of smdi accounts shall be placed before the Bengal Legislative 
Council •and the Bengal Legwlative Assembly every year along with 
the annual financial statement of tlie Province” he inserted. 

Mr. Splaktr, Sir, clause 8(7) proAfide.s that proper accounts shall 
be made up at the end of each financial year and the securities belong- 
ing to the Fund. Sir, the House should liave an ppportunity of 
knowing as to how the accounts of this Fund stand. My proposal is 
that with the financial statement eve|^' y^r an abstract of the account 
of the Famine Insurance Fund shouyl alscf be placed before the House. 
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Th# Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl Sir, Oovern- 
ment are prepared to accept this amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir* I beg to 

mdve tliat in clause -8 (.2), in lines 1 and 2, the words and figure * ‘after 
all the annual contributions under section 5 have been made** be 
omitted.' 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause S{2), in line 5, the word “further’* 
be omitted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
in the proviso to chuise 8(2), in lines 1 and 4, for the words “one and 
a lialf lakh of iSipees’’ the words “two lakhs of rupees*’ be substituted. 

The amendments moved by the Hon’ble Sir llijoy Prasad Singh Boy 
were put jind agreed to. 

The amendment move<l by Bai Ilarendra Xatli Chaudhuri was put 
and agreed to. 

The motion that <luuse 8, as amended, stands j)art of the Bill, was 
put and agreed to. 


(lausc IK 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr Speaker, Sir, to night 
is the night of sweet re^isonableness and I do not projwse to move my 
proposed amendment to clause IJ. 

The motion that clause 9 stands part of the Bill was p)it and agreed 
to. 


('hi use ](). 

r'' 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERUEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the 
amendment which stands in my name with reference to clause 10 is to 
the effect that in clause 10, line 1, after the word “may” the w'ords 
“subject to the apptx»val of the legislature” be inserted. 

Government under the Bill which we are discussing to-night are 
reserving to themselves the right to frame mips. The sections are not 
comprehensive in character and any Government is likely to reserve the 
right to frame rules. My amendment is of u very simple nature that 
these rules may obtain their approval of the Legislature. It is very 
simple amendment, but it invohes a question of vital priaci^le, namely, 
the practice which has now gathered Iwth in this ctmntry as. well as in 
England where tjie executive frame rules — rules not exactly in con- 
formity with the main object of the Act but with its very letter, and 
therefore what I propose is thatyhese rules may in any manner what- 
ever obtain the sanction of Ihe Ingielature. 
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Thi Non’bto Sir BiaOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 rise to 
oppose this amendment. These draft rules are published before the 
final* roles are published, so the public get ample opportunity of offer- 
ing their criticisms on the draft niles, and it is not the usual practice 
to oome to the Legislature for approval of these rules. These are 
purely administrative matters with which I do not think the Hduse 
oould be troubled. Sometimes they are quite a large number, and it 
may take long time for the House to dispose of these rules. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (hi a ixiint of information, Sir. 
Is the Hon’hle Minister in a position to give a guarantee that the 
objection will be accepted if they are in majority ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Ao. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Dr Saiiyal, \<>u will realise that s(» far as this 
Act is framed there is no sixipe for non-(dficial c<mtril)ution. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may I submit that this Act 
provides both for setting apart a sum of money for the fund us well as 
for expenditure for out ol tliat fund. So far as non-othcial agency in 
the niiitter of augmenting the iund goes it miglit havt* no further 
necessity, but .s<i far as expenditure is concerned, T feel and feel very 
strongly, Sir, that unless a provision is niade that this money may be 
spent either through official oi' luui-official anenc'v there will be serious 
practio^il difficulties. I submit that iixuii ni> peiMUuil exjieriem e 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order I want to he satisfied on Ihe 
relevancy <d the amendment. Von want the fidlowing to be added, 

namelv, “eitlier through official or throug'b non-official agenc\ . 

•• 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Clause lb provides for rule-making 
power and the riile-niaking^ jwiwer is not restri<*ted l-o income, but also 
to expenditure, (’lause (i pnivide.s for exjienditure and clause ID says 
“the Provincial Oovernment may make rule.s cxmsisteiit with this Act 
for the purpose of giving effei't to the provisions of this Act.” ( lause 
6 is a definite procedure lor expenditure ami says “expenditur ■ from 
the Fund shall not he incurred except U|M>n the relief of serious famine 
and th^ relief of distress (aiised hy i^erioiis draught, flood or other 
natural calamities,” and bow that expenditure will be incurred will 
have to bt# drafted by rules. 

Mr. SPEAKER: \ am afraid I must hold that so far as your 
amendment is concerned, unless you ,can point out that there is possi- 
bility of a -non-official agency specially provided for in the Act you. 
cannot make a provision for it undp the* rules. I am quite prepared 
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to bold that Government by its rule-making power can bring in any- 
thing it likes, but within the scope of the Bill, but unless the Statute 
substantially makes provision for a non-official agency you cannot un^pr 
the rule provide it. I am sorry this amendment does not arise. 

The amendment moved by Mr. Pramatba Nath Banerjee was put 
and' lost. 

The motion that clause 10 stands part of the Bill was put and agreed 
to. 


Preamble . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, the two amendments proposed 
by me are merely, of a consequential nature and I do not think any speech 
on 37 is necessary. 

I beg to move that in the preamble in line 3, the word “serious” 
be omitted and w als<i from the long title. 

The amendment was put and agreed to. 

The motion that the preamhle as amended stands port of the Bill 
was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I beg to move 
that the Bill as settled in Assembly be passed. 

The motion was ])ut and agreed to. 


The Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 1937.^ 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
introduce a Bill to provide for tin' imjHovement of ta?iks in Bengal for 
purposes of irrigation. 

The Assistant Sc<retar\ thi'ii read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUpY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the said be referred to a Select Committee oonsistintr of: — 

(1) Muharajkumar Cday Chand Mahtab. 

(2) Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji. 

(3) Mr. Banku Behari Mandal. 

(4) Srijut Maniiulra Bhusah Sinha. 

(5) Maulvi Abul Hashim. 

(6) Babu Sureiulra Mohan Maitra. 

(7) Mr. Pramatha Nath Banlrjee. 

(8) Rai Bahadur Eshiro'd Chi^dra Roy. 
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(9) Mr. Puspajit Barma. 

(IQ) Mr. David Hendry. 

(11) Maulvi Abdul Bari, 

(12) Sainbzada Kawan Jab Syed Kazem Ali Meerza. 

(13) Khan Bahadur A. M. B. Rahman. 

‘(14) Mr. Shamsiiddiii Ahmed. 

(15) Khan Bahadur Alfazuddin Ahmed. 

Maulvi Md. Mozummel Huq ha^ expressed liis uiiwillinjfueBs to 
serve on the (\)imiiittee so liis name may be left out. Althougli I pot 
his eonsent but he seeni'* to think that it is imt necessary for him to 
serve on tins Committee. 

(16) Khan Sahib Maulvi Kahiruddin KImn. 

W ith your j)ernnssmn, Sir, 1 hep to nio\e lor the inclusion oi three 
more names, viz. f — 

(17) Maulvi Ahul (jiia>'em. 

(18) Maulvi Md. Alnlur Ba^heed, 

(19) Mr. da^imuddin Ahmed, and 

(20) tlie mover, 

with instruction to >uhmit their rejant a^ s^oon us pirssihle and tliat the 
number of members necessaiy ti» constitute a iiuorum shall he live. 

The recent distress in several distrn ts ot \\ est Beiipal imdudinp 
those ol Burdwan, Birhlnim, Bankura. I(oophl\ and .Murshidabad huH 
brought int.i forefront the iinestion of tank irripalion. Irrigation hi 
riome jiarts oj, tliesc districts by means oi the big irrigation pn^jects is 
not a icasible j)ro]) 0 ‘'ition becau'‘e ol tin* albscine of rivers whieh can 
supply ^^ater throughout the _\ear and these areas are unlortunately 
liable to Ireijuent <lraught.s.. In these di^tiirt*. a** w.dl as sonn* ol the 
districts of North Bengal, viz.. Kajshahi. Malda and Dmajpur there 
are big tanks ^^hich used to be the pnncijuil sourn-s ol irrigation. But 
these old tanks being neglected by their ]»ropnetors ha\e gradually 
silted up and can no longer serve the purjmse for which they were 
originally excavateil. In the years oi diaught these silted up tankH 
naturally dry uj) resulting in complete failure <d cultivation in large 
tracts of West and North Bengal, followed by all its terrible conse- 
quences on the people dependent tm agriculture. l‘or a variety 
reasons financial^nd otherwise, it is possible in most canes for the 
owners of these tanks to undertake theh improvement. It is therefore 
the duty of tlfe State to remedy the evil and improve these sources of 
irrigation • by taking power to bring about the improvement of these 
tanks so as to prevent failure of cultivation due to dri^ught in (hese 
areas happened in 1934-35. 

Acquisition of these tanks out of public^resouriies is naturally costly, 
moreover their maintenance will , iface a permanent burden on the 
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finances of the province. It may not also be desirable to deprive the 
proprietors of these tanks of their right of ownership by acquisition 
unless it is unavoidable in public interest. On these considerations 
Government have decided to provide in this Bill for taking o^er of these 
tanks by the Collector of the district for a limited period for the purpose 
of ‘improvement and* to return them to' their owners whose duty it will 
be to maintain them in a proper state of repair after the cost- of 
improvement is realised from the irrigation rates and other sources of 
income from the tank within the period it is held by the person or 
authority to wliom it is made over for the purpose of improvement by 
the (k)lle(dor. The following are the main provisions of the Bill: — 

(ri) ('lanse d provides that it the Collector is of ojdnion tliat any 
tank wliich has fallen into disrei)air or disuse should he j)ut in proper 
order for utilisaiion as a source of irrigation lie sliould serve a notice 
on the owner f)r the person having control over tlie tank re([uiring him 
to carry out the im[)rovenient within the j>eriod specified in the notice. 
If the imjjrovcment is not carried out the tank will be declared a 
derelict irrigation work to which the subsecpient provisions of the Bill 
will apply. 

(b) Clause 5 provides that after this declaration Collector may take 
possession of the tank and carry out the imj)rovement liimsfdf or 
authorise any local authority, co-operative society, a co-owner or any 
other person interested in the tank to carry out the iinj)rovernents. 

(r) (Clause 7 gives powers to the (‘ollector to divest the authorised 
person of his [)ossession if he fails to carry out the iin j>roveinents with 
due diligence or to maintain the tank in i)roj)er condition and in 
certain other contingencies. 

(fl) ('lause 10 provides that j>ossessi(Ui by an inithorised person sliall 
not affect the rights and liabilities of other i)ersons either to receive or 
to pay rent in respect «)f the tank and interest therein exce])ting the 
rent payable for the use of water for the ]mri)oses of irrigation. 

(e) ('lause II provides for the payment of compensation to any 
person in actual jxissessioii other than tlie })roprietor of the tank. 

(/) (1au.se 12 provides for compensation to persons having a right 
to cat(*h fish in the tank or to take fruits from tlie trees on or other 
produt'e from the banks of the tank. 

(ff) (^lause 11 provides for payment of compen.sation by the autho- 
rised person to cultivators who hold a lease of the bed ’of the tank. 

(/<) Clause 15 provides for l^vy of a fee by the authorised person for 
the right to use water for irrigation purposes. 

(f ) Clause JC enables the authorised person to recover the costs with 
interest incurred in carrying out the improvement by levy of fees which 
are to be calculated so as to^ recover the amount within a period of 20 
years, the rate of assessment bein^ fixed by revenue authorities. 
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(j) dftuse 2i provides restoration of possession of the tank to the 
person who is mentioned in the record-of -rights to be entitled to posses- 
siop and all rights that existed before the tank was taken i)osse88ion 
of by the Collector shall be revived ex(*ept the rights for which com- 
pensations w’ere paid. 

{k) Clauses 26 and 27 provide for appeal against the action of flie 
authorised person. The final appeal in certain cases lying to the Board 
of Revenue, 

(/) Clause 29 bars the jurisdiction of the Civil Court altering and 
annulling order or decision of tlie Collector or other revenue autho- 
rity. 

(?«) Clause dO bars the jurisdu tion of the Civil Court regarding any 
dispute over rights during the period ot possession of tlu‘ tank hy the 
authorised person or the Colle< tor and takes away any right to coini>eu8a- 
tinu for l<»ss, et(‘., or any action taken under this A<‘t. 

The scIhoik* of the Hill i> that tlu‘ dcreli< ( l.ink will he illl]^^o^^'d h\ 
the authorised ])eis()ii u ho re( o\et.s tin* enliie cost with int(‘n'st Ironi 
persons IxMiefitcil hy irii^ation or h\ leasing out the tank or hy selling 
fish or iruiis of the trees on the bank oi the tank. As this recovt*ry may 
he eiVected in a period ol 20 \eais the annual lee to la* ])ai<l by an indivi- 
dual cultivator toi tlic us(‘ ot watci tor irrigation jmrjioscs will only he 
a small amount as compared with the bemdit deri\ci] b\ tlic imjiroved 
irrigation facilities afforded to liim. 

It tills Hill is jMssed into law (jovenimmit ha\e no doubt, tlial it wdll 
he a \eiv lar^e extent sohe the iirigation jiroblem in several dislrii ts of 
West and North Hengal areas where the main souieo (d irrigation irom 
time immem(p*ial has been tlie irrigation tanks. 1 iiio\r that the Hill 
bt‘rejeiied to Sidei t ( itniinit tee It will haM* opportunit) ol discussing 
the provisions of tlie Hill in detail and of suggesting improvements 
where noei'-'sarv. • 


Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Sir, 1 beg to oppose gt*iii»rally tlie 

jirovisiniis. ot this Hill. It is not a ijiiesiion that I am going t(i ojijiosi' 
the ndereiK e to SideiM ( ’(tininittei*. 

Mr# 8PEAKER: Dr, Sanyal, after Mr. Dutta Mazumdar lias moved 
his amendment, you can speak. I now' call ujion Mr, Dutta Mazumdar 
to move his amendment, 

Mr. NIHARlfMOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I heg Ui move 
that after tfte lame of Khan Saliib MauNi Kahimddin Khan the fcdlow- 
ing names, be inserted, namely: — 

Mr. Asiniuddin Ahmed, 

Mr. B. Mukherjee, and 
Maulvi Abu Hossain Sark nr. 
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Six, I propose tlie inclusion oi these names for the reason that this 
Bill will, if accepted, affect the rate-payers, the cultivators, the land- 
lords and, in fact, every kind of interest in rural Bengal. It is,* there- 
fore, necessary that on the Select Committee there should be persons 
representing all these different interests. The names I hafe proposed 
for inclusion are thpse of one, who is the President of a Krishak Samity 
and can therefore be rightly said to represent the point of view of .the 
cultivatftrs; the second Mr. B. Mukherji is the Secretary of the All- 
India Kisan Sabha and the third Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar is a promi- 
nent member of the Proja Party in this House. I submit, therefore, 
that the (]U6*stion of inclusion of these names df>es not jaise any parly 
considerations. 1 hope that the members of the Treasury Bench 
Hon’ble Minsters — will agree that in a matter like this provision should 
bo made for the inclu.sion of every interest that is concerned in this 
Bill. It should be looked at from the jmint of view of general and 
popular interests rather than from the party point of view and from 
party considerations. I therefore hope that there will be no objection to 
the inclusion of the names I have suggested. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to oppose this Bill. In 
doing HO 1 want to make it ])erfectly clear that it is not my object to 
question tin* desirability of a measure of this nature at this stage. But 
T wotild first like to jmint out to the Flou’We Minister in charge that the 
Bill, as sta1('d l>y him, j)rovides tor irrigation ])urpf)ses only. T submit, 
Sir, that unl(‘ss the general principles of this Bill are extended, and its 
scope is extended to include drinking water-supply and every kind of 
water-supi)ly, it would be limiting the utility of a Bill of this nature. 

In the H(*cond jdace, I object to the reference to the Select Com- 
mittee on the ground that a very large number of members, have been 
projmsed for the Select Commi(t(*e, my friend, Mr. Abdul Bari and 
other (j(»vernment members. * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Abdul Ban is not a membi'i- ot tin* Govern- 
ment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 stand coneded. Mr. Bari 
and some members of the (Toverninent raised serious objection to our 
motion for adjournment of the Ilou.se on the ground of economy. 1 
would like their attention to be drawn to the great need of economy in 
respect of references of this nature. 1 submit thaf already we have 
been paying heavily for the Nemesis of democracy. We lave already 
got 11 Ministers — the result again of democracy — and if we have to 
please the various. parties in selecting members for Select Committees — 
we have already got 22 members, I think, for this Committee — we do not 
know whore we shall stop. I understand that, originally Govemmept 
contemplated 16 members; \hat ¥ umber first went up to 18; and they 
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have themselves again come forward for an increase in the number hy 
way of an amendment, so that the number now comes up to 22-; 

Mr SPEAKER; No, it is 20. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I stand correck*d. It is 20. Well, 
I submit that even in Parliament where there are more than six hundred 
members, there are only 15 member Select rommittees. If it is 
Sir, so very vital, that many members’ opinion has jjot to be taken, we 
might rather have a committee of the whole House and discuss the Bill 
clause by clause here. Otherwise, it will be a very ex|)ensive affair, 
to have Bills of this nature relerred to very big committees, and mem- 
bers asked to come forward and help in the deliberations of tlie com- 
mittees and paid, in addition to their salary, the usual halting allow- 
ance, motor-car allowance, and other things That would <'ertainly be 
very expensive, Sir. 1 submit, tberelore, that ()n these grounds the 
motion to refer the Bill to Select (’ommittee he opposed. 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May 1 just make 
one submission, Siry Government are prepared to aecc])t the name of 
Maillvi Abu Ilos.sain Sarkar (nit of the list submitted by Mr. Nilmrimdu 
Dutta Muztimdar in bis amendment No. lOB. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What is the total number of mem- 
bers now? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Twenty-one. 

Mr. Dutta Mazunidar do you want to ])ress for your umeiidiiKMil in its 
entirety or would accept the mo<hlicalion ])roposed by tin* Hnn’lde 
Minister? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; i a . ept ilo Hon i>le 
Minister’.', suggestion and lu'g leave of the House to withdiaw my ori- 
ginul amendment. 

The motion, A\as b> b-aM* of tin* House, withdrawn, in view of the 
statement (d’ the Ilon’hle Sir Bijov Prasad ,‘singh Boy. 

The, motion that the Bengal Tanks lmi>rn\ement Bill, 11)57, be 
referred to a Seh‘ct Committee cunsistihg f»f — 

(1) IMiarajkumar Uday Cband Mahtab. 

(2) Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukbeiji. 

(3) Mr. Banku Bebari Mandal, 

(^) Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sipha, 

(6) Maulvi Abul Hashim, 
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(6) Baba Surendra Moban Maitra, 

(7) Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, 

(8) Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra Roy, 

(9) Mr. Puspajit Banna, 

* (10) Mr. David .Hendry, 

(11) ^ Maulvi Abdul Bari, 

(12) Sahibzada Kawan Jali Syed Kazem Ali Meerza, 

(13) Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman, 

(14) Mr. M. ShairiKuddin Ahmed, 

(15) Khan Bahadur Alfazuddin Ahmed, 

(If)) Khan Sahib Maulvi Kabiniddin Khan, 

(17) Maulvi A bill Quasem, 

(18) Mr, Md. Abdur Rafiheed, 

(10) Mr. Abu TlosHain Sarker 
(20) Mr. flasiimiddin Ahmed, and 
(21 ) the mover. 

with in wl I'uct i(»ii tc) submit tluMr report as soon as possible and that the 
number of iiKMubers necessary t(» Constitute a (luorinn shall be five, was 
put and a^Meed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 understand that th ere is no other (lovernment 
busiiK'ss tor to-dav and tin* next two (la\s. So I now adjourn the House 
till 3-45 jMu. on tin* 20lh August. 


Adjournment, 

The Bengal I ej^islative As.seinbly was then adjourned till 3-45 p.ra., 
on hriday, th<‘ 20th Aujrust, 1J137, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Emoluments), 1937 : p. 218. 
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River Nabaganga : (Q.) p. 202. i 
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1937 pp. 82. 83. 152. 174-176. 

Effect to the re<‘omniendations of the 
.Mookcrjoe Retrenchment C’ommittee; 
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p. 1J7. 

The Bengal Ministers' Kinohnnentfc 
Bill, 1937. pp. 140-142. 
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by the prisoners at Deoli pp 213, 
215. 216 

Alleged I'anvassnig (luring general 
As,st*nibl,v election h\ employees ot 
local Ixidies iQ ) p 16l 
The Bengal ^Famine Insurance Bill. 
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(.MemlH^rs’ Emoluments) Hill, 1937; 
p 189. 

Clark, I. A., Mr. 

The Bengal ^linisterH’ Emnlumehta 
Bill. 1937 pp 105-10(1. 

Cofistruotlofi 

Df the propos<Hl 'rangt-Tangail 
Batlwii> line (Q ) p. 197 

Contract 

I lletHiHui the Berlmmpore Municipality 
and the Berhampore Electric Supply 
(‘ompaii> (Q) p, 2:i9 

Control 
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Appointment of Mussulman House 
Surgeons in the Bengal Veterinary 
College: (Q.) p. 114. 
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Excise Department . tQ ) p. 79. 

MaJumdarA Hamaprova, Mrt. 
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Hunger-strike in the Alipore Canlrat 
Jail (Q.) p 17:3. 

Mad detenus (Q.) p 121. 

PnKfss-serA ers * (Q ) p. 287. 

Manlalt 

l.cii\c rules applicnbic to. (Q.i p. 2. 

Mohammad Itrall, Maulvl 

Effect to the rc<(»ninicndat ums of the 
M<M>kcrj<M* Retrenchment Committee: 
(Q ) p 77 

IntriKluction of the system of com- 
pulsory retin'inent of Government. 
s4*nnnts aft-<'r 25 y<‘nrs’ sendoe 
(Q ) p. 75 

Mookarjaa Ratranchmant Committaa 
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Hucr XaJiagang.i (Q ) pp 202-203. 
Trunk road from Saintjna to Bhaira- 
mara through Kandi ami Borham- 
pore in Mitrshidahnd. (Q.) pp. 
288-289. 

NasaruTiah, K., Nawabzada 

Fean'S for registration of marriages to 
Muhammadan Marriage Registrars: 

(Q.) p. no. 

Leave of Muhammadan Marriage 
Registrars- (Q.) p. 2 
Tour of Muhammadan Marriage 
Registrars (Q.) p. 1. 

Nausher All, 8yed, the Hon’bJ^ Maailvi 

Alleged c,anvas.Mgg during genera! 
As.semhly elect ion ^ b.v employees of 
local bialics: (Q-W pp^ 160-162. 

Ballot voting in nil local bodies election : 

(Q.) p. It2. 

Contract between the Berhampore 
Municipality and the Borhampora 
Electric Supply Company : (Q.)* p. 

240. 
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Naiimulita Kliwala, th# H«n»Wt Bhr 

Adjoaftfment motion: p. 249- 
ABjoonunent motion on hunger-strike 
by Ui© j^risoners at Deoli : p. 214. 
Adiournment motion on lathi charge 
by the Calcutta Police : pp. 267-^71. 
Allowance of detenu Srijiit Tarak Nath 
Das’ s sister . (Q.) pp. 119-120. 

Allowances to homo internees : (Q > 
pp. 116-119. 

The Bengal Legislative (MeinlH^rs’ 
Eniohunenis) Bill. 19:}: i>j‘ 2:};l-2:ir> 

I'he IP'ngal lit<gisl.inir<‘ {ILnnoval I'i 
Di.stjualifie.it uMis) Bill 19:}7 • pp 

2rB-2r>f) 

l>of«*<Tii’ loll of Hindu ^ai rod nl.u os ;>ii<l 
deities in Palma » VP KH-BW 

Detenus d) > pp 2'^1-2S2 
Det< Mill .'srijut SanioBi Kuis.ir (languh 
(Q ) p]) 2fHU2!n, 

Hunger-strike m the Vlipofo Central 

Jail tg ) PP 170-1 :•} 

JaA \i.itors in the Baugpur {() ' 
pp. 2U-24n 

Mad detenus iQ i pp 12t>-122 
Motion fo! a]>pnintinent oi a ('oin- 
rnittee to drali Bult'- ol Proi»*<lure 
and (\uiduet ot Business pp 

217-21« 


Policy ol (ioveiMiiumt 
with the release e 
prisoners- pp 27-3') 
Belease oi pohticiil 
61-62 


in (‘oniiect ion 
the political 
.37-12 

lirisotiers pp 


8horf-notiee (^ue^tn^n on hunger-strike 
at I><‘oli DeteiCion Camp p. 2<H. 
Transfer *)f dmenus Naiendra Dutta 
and /Vnanda Majunidai (Q 1 pi> 
122-12.3. 


New Constitution 

Additional (‘Vpenditure in\olv(*<l on 
account of^ tlu' intrixlnctioy of 
(Q.> p. W. ’ • 

Non-ftoknowliilsfi^t 

Of letter and telegrams addrevsed to 
the Department of# (\>-tiperativf 
Societies by the Co-ot>erative Central 

Batiks: (Q.) p. 201. 

NWl t f Urtte EioIm Ltoonooioi (Q.) p. 

111 . 


Numlior 

Of Muslims in different services undof 
the Agriculture and Industries De- 
partment: (Q.) p. 3. 

Of unemployed who committed suioido: 
(Q.) P..71. 

Pain, Barada Prooanna,, Mr. 

Adjournment motion: p. 24B. 

I rile Bengal Legislative (Members' 

I PmolumentNi Bill. 1937 pp. 226- 

i 226. 22S 

I Peroontage 

I t>f toVil ( olhs’i nuis in ri'^pei t of wrtaio 
‘ est.ite^ p. 70 

Petty 

, C;w*s in ihe Pre.ulene^ Pol lee Courts, 

! ('ll lent t a ((,» ) p 24H, 

I Political 

Pii.soneiH telease \inendinent to the 
n*silution hy Kluin S.ihih Maiilvi 
S\ed Muhaniiu.'id Al/.il jip. 16, 

! 19-21 

i Pils»mcr,s leleasi* of Point of onler 
h\ .Mr s\cii .hihihiddm llashemy : 

I p. 15. 

! I*risoners release ol ■ Jhunt of order 
! hy Bai Hiireiidra Nath Cluiudhun: 

j pp 1.5-16 

I Posting 

j Of l(K*al ofli'MT or Deputy Conserva- 

{ tor of Fom'sIh mi his own dinlriot: 

I lO ' V 

! Prssidency Police Courts, Calcutta 

j Pettv i-asev mi llie (() ) p. 24B 

1 

Process-servers: D.i p 2^6. 

.Sv'Hteni of suj)pi\Mig idonlifiers to the: 

j <0 > I» "*1 

I Itailiat, Prasanna Dsb, the Hon’bit Mr. 

i I .Vppoint merit of 'aliiululed castes in the 

Excise Department f(^.) pp. 79-81, 
(liowth and progress of fduunieal indus- 
tnw. (Q..» pp. ll.'J-114. 

N’on-Bengalis Exciiw- I,ieense<*s : (f^.) 

p. 111. ^ ^ 

Pusting of local officer or Deputy Con- 
servator of Eoreste in his owa dia- 
triet t (Q.) p. 79, 
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it aii t Mdtf iii Tarafdar, Maulvl 

Tim Bengal Ministers’ Emoluments 
Bill, J937: pp, 98, 100. 

Rangpur. 

Jail visitors in the; <Q.) p. 242. 

Recruitlnent of clerks **from the 
scheduled castes for the Criminal 
Courts of: • (Q.) p. 289. 

Rforuttmant 

Of clerks from the Hchodulod castes 
for the Criminal Courts of Ranjjjpur: 
(Q.) p. 289. 

Of tSecl ion-holders for the Beni,;nl 
Government Press (Q.) p. 207. 

Rtgistration Departmtnt 

Remuneration to the permanent 
employet's of the. (Q.) p, 282. 

Ramuntratlon 

To the permamuit employees of the 
Ilenistration Department • p 

282. 

Raaolutlont on mat ton of aanoral public 

Intoroct t p 9 

Ritlromont 

Of Government Hi'rNunN ufU'r 25 years' 
.serv'iei*. Introduction of the system 
of eoinpiilsory : p 76. 

R Ivors 

Kalindn and .Mahnnnndu (Q.) p. 112 

NahaKnuKn (Q.) p. 202 

Roy, BIJoy Prasad Singh, Tho Hon'bl# 

Sir 

/ Adjournment motion of Utthi rharj^e 
by the Calenttn Police: pp. 274-275. 

‘I he Hengnl Famine Tnsuraiiro Bill, 
I9a:. pp. 292-294 , 296-299. 

The Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 
1937. pp. ai4-;n7, 419 

Porcentuge of total ('olhs’iions in rw- | 
pert of I'ertain estates (O 1 pp 
7(V71. . • 

Roeruitment of clerks from the 
scheduled ra.stes for ^he Criminal 
Courts of Rangpuf , fQ.) p. 289. 

Bhort-notice amendment on tho Bengal 
9omino Insurance Bill, 1987; p». 

300^1, 308, 307-814. 


Ray, Dh a n a Rfoy , Mr. 

Improvement in the finances of Beanl • 

(Q.) P. 7. • 

Process-servers; (Q.) p. 286. 

Roy, Kamal KrMma, Mr. 

Adjournment motion on lathi charge 
hy the (-alcutta P(fiic*e ; pp, 264-286 

Roy, Kiran Sankar, Mr. 

The Bengal liCgislative (Members’ 
Emoluments) Bill, 1987; p. 233. 

Hunger-strike m the Alipore Central 

Jail: (Q.) p. 17a. 

Roy, Manmatha Nath, Mr. 

Xiimlier of unemployed who committed 
suicide (g ) p. 72. 

Rulos 

Of PnK-edurc and Conduct ot Busine^.H 
.Motion tor appointment of a Com- 
mittee to draft: p. 217. 

Saidpur railway workshops 

Discharge of certain employees from • 

(Q ) p 2oa. 

Sainthia 

T<i Bliuiramara through Kaiidi and 
Herhampore in Murshidabnd, Tnink 
road trom (Q ) p 287. 

Tile Bengal liOgislatuFo (Removal <ti 
Disqualifications) Hill. I9a7 pp 
254-2.5.5. 

The CBengal M misters' Emoluments 
Hill. 19.87 pp. s;i 171-178. 

The Bengal Tanks linprovement Bill, 
I9.*i7 pp. ;n7-;U9. 

Bridge over the river Dwarka at Hana- 
gram on the Kaiuli -Berlin rn pore 
^load (Q.i p. 243. 

Contract Ih'Iwimui the Ih^rhanipore 
Munieipnlity and the Berlmmpore 
igtH'tric Supply ('ompanya (Q.) p, 
240 • 

Control of femes h*- non-Bengalis in 
r«»rUin di.striet.s fp.)*pp. 204-206. 

Sanyai, Nalln|ksha, Dr. 

Additional expenditure involved on 
account of the introductiiMV, of now 
constitution: (Q.) pp. 196, 201. * 

Adjournment motion : p. 249. 
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Alksgod canvassing during general 
Aiteliilily election by employees of 
local bodies: (Q.) p. 161. 
Alloiranoe«*to home internee'* • (Q.) p. 

118. 

The Bengal Famine Insurance Bill, 
‘1937: pp. 293-296. 

The Bengal la^gislative ('handlers 
(Presidents* and Speakers’ Emolu- 
ments) Bill, 1937 • p. 181. 
Establishment of Debt Conciliation 
Boards in Murshidabad and other 
districts in Bengal (Q.) p. 6. 

Flood m Nalia ; (Q.) p. 286 

Motion for appointment of a (Com- 
mittee to draft Buies of a Procedure 
and Conduct of Business, p. 217. 
Number of unemployed who committetl 
suicide : (Q.) p. 73. 

Point of order regarding Rule 24, which 
says that a question may be asked for 
obtaining information on a matter 
of public concern of a particular 
member to whom it is applicable 
p. 8 

Rivers Kalindri and Mahananda. 
(Q.) P. 112. 

Short-notice amendment on the Bengal 
Famine Insurance Bill, 19.37 pp 
^ 3i.*i-3i4 

short-notice question on a statemeni 
publishtnl in the "Advanw” pp 
209-210 a 

Trunk road from Sainthia to Bhaira- 
mara through Kandi and Borham- 
pur in Murshidabad (<^ ) p 288 

Banyal, Satanak Stkhar, Mr. 

Bridge over the ri\er Dwarkn ai 

gram on the Knndi-Berliampore 
Road (Q.) pp. 242-243 
(\mtracit bet\^n*ii the Ih-rhanipore 
Municipality aiid the Berhnmpore 
Electric Supper Company ((^.) pp 
239-242. • .• 

Detenus: . (Q.) p. 282 
Flood in Nadia: <Q.) pp. 284-286. 
Trunk road from Sainthia to Bhaira- 
• mara throilgh Kandi and Berhampore 
in Murshidabad : (Q.) pp. 287>2^. 


tariiar, Nalinl Rafi|«ii« tlm Hwi'Ma llf« 

Additional expenditure invcdved on 
account of the introduction of new 
constitution (Q.) pp. 198, 201. 

Bengal Government Press and recruit- 
ment of Seet ion-holders : (Q.) p. 168. 

The Beit'gal Ijegislative f^llemberi' 

Kmolumentsl Bill, 19.37 : pp. 298- 

2:io 

The Bengal la'gi.slntive (Miambers 

(Meinliers* Knioluinent.s) Bill, 1937: 
pp 1K3. IKH, 238. 

The Bengal L<<gislativc (Hmmbers 

(Presidents' and Speakers’ Emolu- 
ments) Bill. 19.37 pp. 179, 18.3, 

The Bengal !MinisU*rs‘ Emolumenta 
Bill. 19:i7 pp 82-8,3. 148-162. 

174-176, 179. 

Efft'ct to the recoiumendationH of ths 
MiHikerjee Betreiichnnuit (’onimittee ; 
(Q.) p 77. 

Extension of wrvice to (iovernment 
officers ((^.) pp. 77-78. 

Intrmluclion of the system of compul- 
sory retirement of Government ler- 
vants after 26 years’ sorvics’ (Q.) 
p 76. 

Leave rules applicable to menials . (Q.) 

pp 2, 3 

Recniitment of Section-holders for the 
Bengal Govemment Press . (Q.) pp. 

207-208. 

Short -notice amendment regarding the 
Bengal fiegislative (’hambers (Proai- 
dents’ and Sfieakers’ FhnoliimenlH) 
Bill, 19.37 p 182. 

iaalat 

I Of pa> of the European and Indian 
' teachers in European Schools in 

(’ttlcuttn {(^ ) p 3. 

Schadulad oaitM 

For the (’nminal (Viurt.s of Rangpur : 
IL'CTuitnient of clerks from the ; 
<Q ) p. 289. 

In the Kaeiaft Department : Appoifft- 
^ merit of ; ((^.) p. 79. 

In the office of the District Judga of 
Jesaore , Appointment of : (Q,) p 

246. ** 

SiotndBry BmiM M eiuottlMii (Q.) p. 
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B€>ngal Government PreHS and recruit- 
ment of: (Q.) p. 162, 

8mi» Nagendra Nath, Babu ' 

Additional expenditure involved on 
account of the introduction of new 
conHtitution^ (Q.) p. 201. 

Allowed cunvasRin^ during general 
Ahsi^mbly election h}’ employees cl 
local bodies: (Q.) p. 161. 

Construction of the proposed Tangi- 
Tangail Railway line : (Q.) p. 198. 

Control of ferries by non-Bengalis in 
certain districts. 40 ) P* 205. 

Detenus: (Q.) pp. 281-282. 

Detenu Srijut Santo^h Kumar Ganguly 
(Q.) pp. 21K)-291. 

Flood in Nalia : (Q.) p 280. 

Jail visitors in the Rangpur: (Q ) P 
245. 

NurnlMir tif unomf>loy<‘d w iio (‘oninnttcd 
suicide : (Q.) p. 72. 

PriK't ss-servers (Q ) j). 287. 

Perc('titago ol tlic total colb'ctions in 
respei’t. of (s*rtuin estates ((^ ) pp. 
70-71. 

Kiver Nabiganj • tG ^ P- 203 

8hort-iiot ice nn)endin<‘nt on the lt«*ngnl 
Famine In.suniiice Hill, 1937 : i». 

313. 

System ot supplying ulcnlificrs to the 
prtxiesa-si'rvers : (Q.) p 74 

Sarajul Islam, Maulvl 

Alleged runvassing during general 
Assembly election by employoea ol 
local bodies- (Q.) p. 160. 

Shamsuddln Ahmed, M., Mr. 

The Ih'Ugul I.egislntive (Members’ 
Kmolument.s) Bill, 1037 ; pp. 223-221. 

The Bengal Ministers’ Enioliiinents • 
Bill, 1037: pp. 143-147. 

Extt'nsion of servics' to Oovornment • 
officers: (Q,) p. 78. 

Introduction of the,^s 3 'stem, of tsnnpul- 
sorv rcurt'Uient ot eminent ser- 
vants after 25 years’ service: (Q.) 
p. 76. ♦* 


Blwrt-notioa A m andmai tt 

On the Bengal Famine Insurance Bill 
1937; p. 300. , ' 

On the Bengal Legislative Chambera 
(Presidents’ and Spealwrs* Emolu- 
ments) Bill, 1937 : p, 182. 

Short-notica Quastlona . 

By Mauivi Abul Hashim,.on a state- 
ment published in the “Advance” re- 
garding appointment of Whips, etc • 

p. 208. 

Hunger-strike in the Alipore Central 
Jail : (Q.) p. 169. 

Ruling regarding : p. 81. 

By Mr. Siirendra Xath Bi.swas, on 
hunger-strike at lleoli Detention 
(’aini> p 208 

By Mr Jalnltiddin Ilasheiny p 

8 

Singha, Kshetra Nath, Babu 

Discharge of certain employees from 
Suidpur railway workshops (Q.) 
p 20.3 

J.'iil visiiors in Bangjoir (Q.) pp. 
243-244 

B-<>crnif meiu ot (-lerks from the 
scheduled casti‘s for the Criminal 
Courts of Bangpur (Q ) p. 289. 

SInht, Manindra Bhusan, •Srijut 

The Bengal Legislative Chamber.^ 
(Members' Kniohimonts) Bill, 1937 : 
ppelHo. 188, 2:i6.237. 

Speaker 

Ruling, regarding the adjourniueiit 
motion of Mr. Barada Proaanna 
Pam p. 251. 

Rifling, regarding the Bengal Ministers’ 
Emoluments Bill, 1937 . pp. 82, 86, 
93. 153. 

Ruling, regarding shoigt-notice question, 
p. 81. e 

Ruled that thi* adjouroinent motion 
reg.ardiug hunger^, trike by the 
prisoners at Deoli wivs out of order: 
pp. 214-2f5. 

Ruled that the interpretation dF Dr. 
N. Sanyal regarding Rule 24 was ijot 
correct : p. 8. 
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•pMlMr 

Ruled a member once gave 

den^plisi^tion of speaking in English, 
diust idways speak in English : p. 

18 . 

Ruled that it was the duty of the 
Speaker to consider the admission* of 
an amendment^ p. 17. 

Ruled regarding short-notice question by 
Mr.. Syod Jalaluddin Hasheniy that 
it was out of order by the conven- 
tions which have bi*en followed by 
the House that the question was 
based purely on newspaper report 

p. 8. 

Ruled that he has absolutely no con- 
trol over tho answers given b\ tiu' 
Treasury IJenches p. 7d. 

Ruled that it was entirely within his 
com pot cnee to admit an anionclmeni 
at shorl-noticc ; p. 1(5. 

Ruled, Rai Hanuidra Nath (diau- 
dhurr-s point of order, regarding re- 
lease fd poliiical iin.soners, out of 
oriti'r p. 15. 

8uici|l« 

Nundj<‘r of unemplosed win* com- 
mitted: (Q.) p 71. 

Suhrawardy, H. 6., the Hon'ble Mr. 

The IJcngul Lcgi'ilal i ve (Members’ 
• Emolument.s') Hill, 19d7 pj). 218- 
221 , 220 . 

Tho Himgal I/egi-^lal ive CbamlMTs 
(M/rmjers’ Emoluments^ Bill, * 1937 . 
pp. 19r>-19C. 


•vHriwardy, H, I., tiif Nta'Mt Mr. 

Contract between the , Berhampunr 
Municipality and the Berhampore 
Electric Supply Company: (Q.) 
pp. 241-242. 

Hours of wi»rk and living waij^ps of tht 
cmployed.s ot the Calcutta sliopa^ 
b^^illess Jiinis and myrcliant offices: 
tQ t pp .5-0. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi 

Release ot political jiruoners: pp. 60- 
52. 

Seeondar> Board oi Education (Q.> 
PP 1.59 IdO. 

a 

Tangi-Tangall Railway line 

Constiuctimi ol tln‘ propo.sed ; (Q.) p, 

Thakur, Promatha Ranjan, Mr. 

Appoinlment oi Mushins in tho teach- 
ing staff of the Bengal Veterinary 
(\»lh*gc (Q ) p. IK). 

Appointment of .selnsluled eastes in 
tin* E\<‘i'«^ Depart nu‘nt : (Q.) p. BO. 

Non-Bengaiis Excise Licen.secH : (Q.) 

p. 111. 

Transfer 

Of delenm .Narendra Dutta and 
.Vnaiida .Majumdar. (Q.) j), 322. 

Trunk Road 

1 From Saint Ilia to Bhairamara through 
Knndi .and Berliamporo in .Murnhido- 
bad '» p 2H7. 


B. G. Pi 
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